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M
E

M
P

H
IS, T

enn.—
Jam

es 
E

a
rl R

a
y
 b

eg
a
n

. th
e first 

d
ay of h

is 99-year sen
ten

ce 
in prison today—

in a m
axi.; 

m
u

m
 secu

rity cell—
 secu

re 
in

 th
e k

n
ow

led
ge th

at on
ly 

h
e h

as all th
e an

sw
ers. 

E
v
e
n

 th
o
u

g
h

 h
e
 h

a
s 

pleaded guilty and been sen-
ten

ced
 for th

e m
u

rd
er • of 

th
e R

ev. D
r. M

artin
 L

u
th

er 
Jr.p  h

e stick
s ten

aci- - - 
ou

sly to h
is story- th

at h
e 

w
as a tool in

 th
e h

an
d

s of 
con

sp
irators. B

u
t n

on
e ex-

cep
t R

ay can
 b

e certain
 of 

th
e tru

th
. 

R
ay w

as d
riven

 th
e 200 

m
iles from

. his M
em

phis jail 
- cell to T

ennessee State P
ris-

- on
 in

 N
ash

ville in
 an

 arm
ed

 
eigh

t-car. caravan
. B

arrin
g 

a ch
an

ge in
 p

lan
s, h

e- w
ill. 

sp
en

d
 h

is en
tire term

 th
ere.. 

.T
h
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sion

 over 
w

h
eth
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e ever. w

ou
ld

 b
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d
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C
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E
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A

m
id

 m
ou

n
tin

g 'p
rotests 

over the sudden w
rap-up of 

th
e Jam

es E
arl R

ag case, 
th

e Ju
stice D

ep
t. said

 tod
ay 

that it w
as continuing its in-

vestigation
 of th

e assassin
a-

tion
 of th

e R
ev. D

r. M
artin

 
L

uther K
ing Jr. to determ

ine 
w

h
eth

er a con
sp

iracy 
w

a
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involved. 
B

u
t a Ju

stice official said
 

th
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ep
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en
t h
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n
d

 
n

o evid
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ce of a con
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iracy 
in
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 th
e case. 

C
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e 
R
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h
 D

. A
b
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"B
ut," she added, "w

e realize 
th

at th
is-ii b

u
t a respite." O

nly-
w

h
en

 o
th

ers itiV
o

Iv
ed

 in
 th

e 
crim

e w
ere ca

u
g

h
t, sh

e sa
id

, 
"

can
 th

e con
scien

ce of th
e n

a-
tion

 rest."
 

B
o

th
 M

rs. K
in

g
 a

n
d

 A
b

er-
n

ath
y said

 th
ey w

ou
ld

 n
ot h

ave 
b

een
 in

 fa
v
o
r o

f a
 d

ea
th

 sen
-

ten
ce fo

r R
a

y
, w

h
ich

 m
ig

h
t 

h
ave closed

 th
e con

sp
iracy is-

sue. 
T

h
e R

ev
. J

a
m

es O
ra

n
g

e, a
 

SC
L

C
 official, w

ho w
as w

ith D
r. 

K
in

g
 w

h
en

 h
e w

a
s sla

in
 la

st 
A

p
ril 4

, sa
id

 h
e w

o
u

ld
 h

a
v
e 

freed
 R

ay. 
"

I a
m

 try
in

g
 to

 sta
y
 o

u
t o

f 
th

is,"
 h

e said
. B

u
t h

e ad
d

ed
—

w
ithout.  elab

oratin
g --. "I 

think 
they should get_ this m

an free." 
T

h
e case for a con

sp
iracy w

as 
-b

o
lstered

 b
y
 sev

era
l fa

cto
r s 

w
h

ich
 rem

ain
ed

 u
n

exp
lain

ed
. 

F
irst, R

ay• ap
p

eared
 to h

ave 

n
o m

otive for th
e sh

ootin
g. H

e 
_ 

cam
e ap

oor background-but 
ap

p
eared

 to h
ave n

o p
articu

lar -
racial or other hatreds. 

S
econ

d
, h

is crim
in

al record
 

W
as at od

d
s w

ith
 th

e m
asterly 

con
d

u
ct of th

e K
in

g assassin
a-

tion
. In
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es, m
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etty, h

e w
as u
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su
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b
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a
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L

on
d
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h
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h
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n
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F
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g
e to

 th
e 

p
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h
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p
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h
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p
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O
n

e Ju
stice D

ep
t. sou

rce w
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q
u
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 as sayin
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W
e n

ev
er g

a
v
e u

p
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o
k
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fo
r a

 co
n

sp
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, b

u
t w

e d
id

 
n

ot fin
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 an
y 'evid

en
ce."

 
A

 c
o
n

sp
ir

a
c
y
 h

a
d
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e
e
n

 
ch

arged
 ' in

 th
e first w

arran
t 

issu
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 . for th
e..ia

rrest o
f E

rie 
S

ta
rv

o
 G

a
lt, a

 R
a

y
 a

lia
s, tw

o
 

w
eek

s after th
e assassin

ation
. 

A
t oth

er tim
es fed

eral officials 
acknow

ledged that Som
e circum

-
stan

ces of th
e case In

d
icated

 a 
C

onspiracy.. 	
•• 	

- 
B

u
t- th

e p
ossib

ility rem
ain

s 
O

fficial n
ow

 on
ly in

 term
s O

f a 
statem

en
t yesterd

ay b
y a .Ju

s-
tice D

ep
t. sp

ok
esm

an
 w

h
o said

: 

sp
iraey'allegation

 is still op
en

."
 

- s :R
ays reM

ark
s at yesterd

ay's 
2
3
4
-h

o
tir th

a
l ; b

o
lstered

 th
e 

view
s of th

ose w
h

o b
elieve th

e 
th

eory of a con
sp

iracy, d
esp

ite 
th

e agreem
en

t of p
rosecu

tion
 

a
n

d
 d

efen
se a

tto
rn

ey
s th

a
t 

there - w
as none. 

R
a
y
, sa

id
 h

e d
id

. n
o
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ex
-

a
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t th
e th

eo
ries"
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form
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ttorney G
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o oth
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v
o
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y
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g
. -• 

M
ra. K

in
g said

 sh
e an

d
 h

er 
fam

ily sh
ared

 "
a sen

se .of em
o-

tional relief". that R
ay had been 

sentenced. 	
- 

th
e • m
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en

t w
e h

ave 
been spared tt.trial'vvhich w

ould 
C

om
p

el u
s to- relive th

e fearfu
l 
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g
ic. ev

en
ts o

f [D
r. K

in
g
's] 

d
eath

,"
 sh

e said
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pristhi sentence, sparing his 

M
rs. K

in
g said

 th
e p

lea 
"cannot be allow

ed to- close 
the case and end the search 
for the m

any fingers w
hich 

helped pull the trigger." 
She said: "A

ll concerned 
people m

ust press the state,
•

of ;T
ennessee and the V

. S. 
goveritinent to continue: tin- 
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h
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ate b
een
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Ale his: day Case is 
Continued from Page 

plained-that there is aTen-
nessee law which makes a 
prisoner . eligible for parole 
"at any time after 30 years" 
behind bars, no matter how 
long-hit original term's:: 

1$1it as a practical mat-
er,": the. judge said, no pa-
role,. is- likely. for Ray until 
he ;hag' served "at 'wit 50 
yeatu.!-!,That would be in the 
Yiser:2019...,,whekv 
yeiirSOkt It 110 had 4tetaved" 
`a: :.life-, sentence, Ray- wr'uld 
have been up for -parole- in 
1081. 

attorney, the Prose-
cut6r, . the FBI and _ the 
writer_to whom he told his 
story believe the plan for 
kilany,.  King was col cgiyri 
and executed by Ray.alone. 
But they are not certain; -•• • 

His attorney, Percy Fore-
man, says Ray's clinging to 
the, conspiracy story -is 
wrapped up in his subcon-
scious. 

"He thinks 1 he says it 
was a conspiracy he's not 
guilty," Foreman said. 	• • 

Author William Bradford 
Buie, who I i a e. ,Foreinan 
thoUght at first there was a 
conspiracy, sad: 

have been unable to come 
up with one shred of evidence 
that anyone else but Ray is in-
volied . in the murder of Dr. 

. 
Shelby County Attorney Gen-

eral Phil Canale, the man -who 
prosecuted' Ray. was another 
whci believed in the conspiracy 

- theory at first. He no longer 
does. 

"After an exhaustive investi-
gation by the FBI and my staff 
the " inescapable conclusion is 
that Ray did it himself," he said. 

If• Ray wasn't a hired killer 
whit then was the motive for 
the murder? 
Canale's Theory 

Canale has indicated that he 
thinks it was a racial murder 
—that Ray is a racist who kill-
ed King, because he was a black 
man causing trouble. 

Mile; who has spent a year 
chasing* down everything. Ray 
has told him, thinks not.  

says Ray hated Negroes but he 
doesn't believe he would kill to 
satisfy this hat'e. 	- 

"I don't really know why he 
killed Dr. King," Huie said. 
"There. are many unanswered 
questions.,. pug, _oil.:  the reasons 
was certainly to 	shot 
to be inapcirtarit. -He Is boastful 
about doing an this. That is 
why there was 	this detail in 
everything he wrote to Me. 

"He takes eself-setistecttod to 
th  e way he Pulled it, off. Trvink 
laektpria!teseisirf- , .clOeil ;things 
is a.  waste at time. raw ts 
rational explanation, for Ray 
to focUs his hate on Dr. King 
and kill him.. 	- _ 	. 
- "When he is_ asked- directly 

about his feelings or motivation 
toward Dr. King he withdraWs 
and simply says: 'I don't. want 
to go into. that. 	• 	— - 
Unreal Attitude •, 	• • ' 

Huie said that a real insight 
into the motivation' of -Ray . is 
his completely unreal attitude 
towards himself. After he es-
caped from prison in Missouri 
in 1966 he worked hard to cover 
his tracks. At the time he was 
a two-bit escaped convict with a 
$50 price on  his head. - 

"I was being- so careful be-
cause I thought the FBI would 
put me on the Top 10Arirday," 
he told Hulft7, 	: 

"The FBI; tonrae, couldn't 
have cared less about -Ray at 
the time," Hide said. "What it 
amounts to then is his yearning 
to be put on the Top 10 —a 
yearning for recognition. It is In 
this yearning for reotignition 
that you have to look into to 

find a motive for the murder of 
Dr. King." 

- If_ Huie is on the right track 
then Ray is cut-  from the same 
bolt of cloth that produced-  a 

.Lee Harvey Oswald and Sirhan 
Lirhan. He Is a man: whose ego 
1. sci out of proportion with his 
accomplishments that he kills 
to call attention to himself. 

Ray's ego showed up in his 
relationship with thole- clOsiSt 
to him since he was captured. 

"Heil, he thought he knew 
more law and-  was abetter law-
yer than me,' Foreman said. 

"He thought he cutild weite 
better than I Could," Hide rays 
in explaining Ray. "He thought 
of himself as a writer and even 
registered as one at hotels when 
he was in Mexico." 

Psychiatric reports on Ray 
shed little light on his motiva- 
tions. According to Mile he had 
an.1.62 of 	was coherent; alert 
and . .an anti-social type with 
anxiety and depressive features: 
Both psychiatrists found him 
"filled with self." 
That Fatal Shot 

But this seems hardly a suf-
ficient inhalance for a small- 
time criminal to spend what 
little money he had to stalk and 
kill King. No one has yet ex- 
plained what 'triggered Ray into 
firing that fatal shot in Mem-
phis. 

Ray has been exultant in his 
new-found status as the- man 
who murdered King. He boasts 
about it openly and is viewed-  as' 
something special by the other 
prisoners. Foreman tells of the 
only time • he indicated any 
regret. 	. 	- 	- 

"He.-told me yesterday morn-
ing," Foreman.  said, "that he's 
where he is because of his own 
stupidity and had no one else to 
blame for that. I guess that 
could be interpreted as having 
regret of a sort." 

Ray had told Foreman and 
Rule the actual firing of the 
30:06 Remington rifle with a 
seven-power scope was done by 
a mysterious blond Cuban called 
Raoul: He • met Raoul, he said, 
when he was in Canada and 'it 
was Raoul who made the con- 
tract for him to kill King. 

Foreman thinks Raoul is 
Ray's invention. 
• "He and I know there is no 
RaouL No one but Ray has ever 
seen Raoul. He's never been able 

Asseeiated Press Wirephoto 
,lea Oeu - 	- • 



James Kari Ray en 

to produce one person besides 
himself who's seen Raoul. 
Buie on Raoul . 

Huie thinks there may really 
be a Raoul. He says there IS a 
ring of truth to Rays story 
about the man. But he also 
says: 

"If there really is a Raoul he 
is probably someone who has 
no relationship whatsoever to 
the murder of Dr. King." 

Ray told .  Huie and Foreman 
that just before King appeared 
on the balcony Raoul replaced 
him in the bathroom of the 

' rooming house across the street 
from the Lorraine Hotel. He 
waited, he said, in his white 
Mustang with the motor run-
ning. 

Then he heard a shot and 
Raoul rushed onto the street, 
dashed to the car and climbed 
into the back seat. He then lay 
down on the car floor and cover 
ed himself with a sheet as Ray 
drove away. 

After he had driven about 
eight blocks,. Ray says, Raoul 
got out of the car at a traffic 
light and disappeared. 

The stiarci-t.iiAt_ Fay got 7.-to Eussen, "he'll be treated 11.1m-, 
of money' 16i• his part •im the everycine eise:' - 

Associated Press Wirephoto 
tering the pen today. 

conspiracy is also fiction, accord, 
ing to Foreman and Huie. Fore-
man says that every dime Ray.-: 
had and spent can be explained.. 
and Huie says, the only money 
Ray had that can't be accounted-
for was the $2000 he spent for 
the Mustang. It was money, . _ 
Huie agrees, that Ray, could 
have gotten in a holdup he '.' 
hasn't admitted to. 

"There isn't any money to 
speak. of that Ray 'ever 	. 
Huie said. "The Mustang was 
the most expensive thing. he 
ever owned in his life: He didn't' 
have a cent for the lawyers. 
Every cent he paid his lawyers 
came from me." . 

Ray recently bagged to Fore-. 
man that 'Ti! get out [of jail) 
one way or another," but the-
preon -authorities had no -ape-. 
cial awe for their new inmate. 

He will be kept in maximum 
security for a month to six 
weeks—hi an 8-by-10 cell—while 
his records are processed and.. 
authorities determine what kind 
of security he should have and 
where he should work. 

After that, said Warden Lake 


