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- Southern Christian Leadership Conference
Atlanta, Georgia - oo,
 Dear Dr Abernathy, . - _ |
I em the man .hose 1et_téra'y_ou ncver ahsw_e_?.____ And I am themanwhohaawrittenmany oy

- other letters to uany others at SCLC, without ever getting a direct answer. I am the man ;
whose lauyer was told, after a delay of some months, by Mrs, King's secretary that we e
would hear from the family lawyer, Mr. Wachtel. With the lapse of .two years, naturally, i o
-there has been no. time for responses I ‘the man who has written at least 100 black.lead
Tirout @ glude responss, &nd to the:best of ny knowlodgs; I am ths galf Han o hab
- faken to learn who killed Dr, Martin Luther King, Jzs I lesve it to you, his olosest -

. friend and $he closest thing ¢ he yot has to an inheritor, to put it &ll'together.

| have had & oouple of indirect. responses’ fron soms of your people,
qurtein would slip down in silence, and they would be silent thereafter,

But I find your tongues are not always clamped. At the wrong times they ‘wag like
those of old women who ‘have nothing to do but gossip, I_am reading Gerold Frank's fefanation
of the craft of writing, that obseenfity to which you have loaned yourself., From Frank's

For ghame! Shame on you and all yours who preach the gospel and practise lies! -
Who makes yourself part of the bigrest lie about a friend, : :

I have just come %o & passage in Frank's book where, with the subtle skills he 3
Possessea he has treated you and the victim as children, & ldnd of writing that will find
coumercial acceptability in the white south. 4nd then I came to a passage in . vhich he lied
for the liars of the prosecution, from St, Edgar the Indispenskble down, a lie without. ~ 7l
which, to his knowledge, ths rest of this commercialized lie would be impossible, Hos I know . '

. that he Jowws this is a 1ie, and if he did Aot tell this lie he could not say there was no
~conspiracy. I have had two confrontations with Frank, one of his seeking and one by raaio,
while he 1s selling his filth, Another is scheduled, but I do not anticipate his presence,
for I think his observation of my confrontation with buie and the man who made the courts
lie shook him considerably, Fhat when I was on the phone and he was in the radio studio
loft hin shaking. When 1 pressed him tn this central evidentiary point he gave still a
~@ifferent lie, You have not ehough interest in the murder of your friend to be inturisted
in the fac: of how he met his:death or Why or at whose hands, It scems to be enough for -

Ll

death and how you became hig successor, What a wonument $o0 a great and brave man, what a
tribute to "friendship" and "love", what s self-characterization!

You may regard this as a bitter letter, perhape even unkind, I think it is neither,
It seeks to bring you face to face with much less than you should confront - you and all
those who could not have been more completely silent if your order silenced them, and from
the number in SCLC from whom I have heard once only the cuspbkion is warranted,
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' bopa of your salvations If you have done nothing to oexn it, may you yet find At Vould
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. the usual reward of the promecutor is
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