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out of his sight, big pol ing heuds 1n
SDECE. Things wot very B;i up. He QL 't w:oi who was
in SDECE ard who was out. :r wasa't sure who held the
political power and who didn't. But semepla
his strings got cut.’

Who were the powers who might have been “knocking
heads™ at SODECZ? That's a pant of the mystery that has not

en solved. But some patterns of 5 struzgle cun be sketched
out between the acherents of Pempidou and those of De
Gauile: a struggzle both of philasophy and practical power.

Pempidou had iastalled his own man, Alexandre de
Mersaches, a non-political administrator, as hcad of the
Fuency carly in 1970, sho-tly after becoming President. De

Moareaches was o reorgzanize SECE, rid it of underworld
vna other infaences, and make it respensive to Pomp
One of ? sgents in this ¢ffort was (o be Fournier.

On the other hand, the strong Gaulilsts, who included De-
bre. Barberot, and Barberot's mentor, African affairs secre-
tzary Jacques ﬂ?nan. could be nx?nnna to scck to maintain
their infucnce in the 22¢ncy. And since Pompidou needed the
De Gaulle wing of the party in order to hold national power,
any direct anti-Gaullist moves had to be made carcfully.

¢ along the line,

] [ 3 .

In the f2!1 of 1972, the French and American governments
Fwﬂ& that two of us had read the Debre letter to Barberot.
n_“. afterward, we reccived a call from the US. Em-
n.wuw.v in Paris, stating that earlier promises of French and
American couperation with our invesiigation would ornly be
Xept if we um.,nna to suhmit our manuscript to both govern-
ments in advance of publication for the correction of “er-
aeous information.” We refused.
We rcturned to the U.S. in n.id-December. Late in Janu-
1973 a Frenct

ary, iournalist with whom we had been
{riendly in Peris was sent (o Now %o; by his ncwspaper,
ﬂx.r.mnw has close tigs with n,.n French mc/.oﬂn:..oi Cn his pubd-

wher's instrictions he mict & stranger in a w York rc"ﬁ
?ra:.oa a document and au:aw.a one nosw 5 us in Garden
City without comment. Then hie returned to France with the
original document.

The unsigned dovument non”u‘.:.no, part of the “sccret con-
fession™ of Claude Pastou, 2 low-level drug traflicker. The
document said that Pastou :Ju confessed to the 3NDED that
he had been the contact sppointed to meet Delouctic when
he arrived in New York f,: :,o hercia in the spring of
1971. And, he s2id, Vn had raiot him.

Q,.J.L

‘. D L . N
N P . i

do said he had buen s South
wan David, a maajor nurcotic ﬁ‘cn.c?‘. e th ¢
Delouctte at the Park Sheraton on Aprit4, 1971, They went
1o the Hotel Taft and discussed rc{. Pastou would take deliv-
ery, Pastou said.

The next :?2 Pastou said, Delouvette didn’t show up. He
became worrisd and returned to South ./Bo;.u.

The coct :JrZ concludes with a scries of sumuimary state-
ments in the manner of a icgal brief. Among the conciusions:
Since Delouctic lied aboul not mecting any contact in New
York, everything he said was uatrue,

n.,.
s it

We had heard remarks ?8,.5..75 wat Pastou, who is now
in Amcrican custody, had made such a state .,.r,un to US. ofii-
cials. But we had been unable 10 InZ condis ‘

Justice UI:. ment. tow the
get this information from the U.S. »3& wh
that we knew sbout the Debre ?:2 did z.r.n
ment, acting through unofiicia! channels, go ¢
to leak an Amecrican sceret to an Amenca

ivd

Was Delouctie « “puppet on a siring?” \?:N whaose string?
Why did one of the Lighest-ranking n ters in Froece os-
stime personal responsibiity \cx Delowetie’s prodlesns and or-
der that the cntire wmaiicr be kept b.m.‘l from Delouetie’s
own supcrior in the French Secret Service? And why did the
French n:ﬁ.:::«l refuse 1o jully cooperate with UJS.
olliciais on the ccse? Is it a :SE.. case of heroin smuzgling?
Or is it the Z.\?m::z of a major power struggle witkin the
French government?

1t is a mystery.

Il

He was g Woedd War 1T Resistance hero,

Alter the war he ormed the Drench seere] €2rvice 35 3 €an-
tain
et R N

e saved President Ch ‘s 1'fc while on 2
secret misston during the t of Algerian strife in

1961.
And for morc than a
hireest heroin £J:3..?_.

.p v woni 1o _:

six ycars after Amernid ithoritiss gave evidence 1o n..na
French governmen .);Jo: 1. .r.. repone m,,.\. is about 10 get
out of _u__ this 359 arary, 1973) after serving only

cight months of a five-year seatence.
, His name is Michuel Victor Menz,

He ran an operation
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Lo thal sng heroin viiued at almost hail : . this specin] sectien of SDUCT was know harboue
Jr into the ULS. {the bearded o:mwv. Later, the uno: 5 mo tname.
.‘M His story is unusuzl in scope, but it typifies the French These recruits were known as “ho ono andents,”
. ..,.“m government's failure to move vigorously to stop the a«onum. employed 7 the seeret agency .dn sp cnts. De-
"4 tion and movement of heroin—bound ult :.urn_\ for Ameri- louvetts, who hud no cad, wes
3 can addicts. Mertz' partner, for example, is still not in prison. also an “honorable corre ‘oo.x.an:ﬁ . mon,.u I3 invoived in
% although he has been coavicted as a heroin u_:,.,.vu.wn? : the heroin busincss have ﬂ.r:o;:ra other tasks ior the
3 Meriz's siory had not been detailed before. He is onc of six agency siace the Alecrian crisis.
~¥%  men in the heroin business whom Newsday has identified as . The impact of the SDECE 2 s recruited
having been members of the French secret service (SDECE) from the underworld to ser e (SAC)—
at onc time. on the heroin business was ex r Amcrican
The story of one of these, Roger On ouette, created a pub- | official in France: “Formter Inter . of Froy and
V3 lesticin 1971, Deloucette, arrested in the U.S. for sinug w;. ng Nmnn?np? for Community and > rican Affzirs] Jacques Foe-
<1 in heroin, claimed he was aciing under secret service orders. ¢ handiel the ati-OAS camy 2id to them,
.mw_ The charge was denied by the m?,:r. but a {citer about De- JJ:,o care of it He cdidn't ask would 2o it,
-3 uocﬂ..nu back pay., from Minister om Sitate for Defense and I ao‘: .::,r he Snsw or ust wanted it done.
3 fichel Debre, his added to the mystery about the ca: ) And now a :ncoa are owed.’
F 3 Others who had both heroin and SDECE connections in- Both in ﬁ ase of Mertz and his paniner and in the case
< clude: ) . involving w_3o ipieri, the Freach government cd actton
4 ¢ E now serving a prison term in France, against them for more than four years afier reseiving ovi-
25 aftersizyving cut of jail for more than four years despite offi- dence of their heroin operations from the U.S. They contin-
3 cial cvidente of heroin involvement. He was an SDECE ued to supply heroin to the U.S. and ncne of the three was
-3 gent in the early 1960s, as a counter-terrorist against the actually U_dcmf to triel unti! after the Delouatte story Rad
Y night-wing Sscret Army O..m,m:ww,ﬂ..c: (OAS) that was threat- . broken.
"X cning to topyle General de Gau . . French President Georges Pompidou instzlled Alexandre
' o Thrivean Davad, arrested in “oj in Brazil, and now in de Mareaches, who had ro political ties) as the hezd of
i prsaian the LS. for smuggling heroin frem Latin Aracnica. SDECE in 1570 in 2n cffort ta cnd some of the 2oensy's ol
i During .wcrrogation by Brazilian poiice he confensed 1o par- connections. £ut the favers were hard to forget, particularly
2 ticipzting in the plot to murder Mchdi Ben Barka, a §cﬂor. when 5o many who had received them remained in authority
i can lciust lured o France under fabse pretenses by SDECE. in SDECE and other parts of the Gavliiat mo<n33n2.
% David said he received $150.000 for his role in the plot: dc.ﬂ- The Mertz case is a classic cxa
1 Jng the body, no<n.1m. 2 it with lime and then burying it. u Mortz. §7 was e o
i . >..u. 1:Bay. now in a French jal awziting trial for /4 co;l uly s, &oﬂ neadine a 4t smuzels
U heroin sn cfore r.n was arresicd, Lafiay 2lso had ! about a third of 2 54 of m,::. herown annually into the US. | o
“x 76;30 a confidsnt and business associate of the dauzhter of 2» for eight years. He beoan serving his five-year sertence in July, ]
-+ the late Haitian dictator, Francois (Papz Doc) Duvalier. 1972, But in Dccember, his wife, who did not know that we Lo
Ci ¥ e Joo Attin who died in the summer of 1972 after a long were reporters, told us that he wouid be auictly relessed I
i m carcei as one of the tap heroin mnusﬁmﬁ. .,.,.Eo:,m omﬂ”qu from vacu in February, 1973, And shc agreed to zrrange a ]
U ¥ thinzs, he was an assanin for SDUECE. Knowing this fact private mceting T us with Mertz in a Paris how! roem for  © 1%
: ﬂ one of his superions cailed u scgcol.., person, worthy the first woek of Moaroh, R o
w m. of esteem, a1 sbhsolu _n:.ﬁ:ucwf;uJ agent. ) ) Afertz's pariner in H..r: [ o cohini g R
» b Mertz and Attia were old-time SDECE agents. David, Si- velerm Terom neeratg . .
i _n)o::..n‘w. and LaBuy were among thosc recruited from the 0'n bhosees Marcel Far -
w3 mnderworld between 1959 and 1964 to serve as mOnﬁm Tosoh Orelni wis giv - .
-3k no::..q?mnﬂolmﬁ agzinst the OAS, which ovv3wa BeGaulic Sarme Lime. But ho has LR
§ } plans for Algerizn independence. Uuznw..ﬂwn ..).mo:un pnso:. . cal liberty " —too ..Ex e
.3 . ; " . - o P
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{2 THE HEROIN TRAILL

..q... scen meéling with his undernworld associates at various Mar-
TS geilles locations since thei.

L o in the NMaoseile area of France, Mertz was token into
s the German Army  19di. He deseried m: 1943 and joined
-z, the French xrvSLu(n in the Limogos wes. A eficient killer,
,.( of Germans. he soon Readed his own nnlt under he pscudo-

ny:n Commandant Baptiste, He vos u_._..u..c.n&
Henor and the Cross of the Voluntary Fihie
——

overnment, and went nto rrench ntelligence .:.
8

Lo

T f-renc
r the war.

U

5 He sceved in Gormany, Turkey and .ymo..onno. operating un-
P dercoverasa Frerch Armv captn
i dn GM“\- he nuarnicd , the adopted das
. — e s jon. 1“'
af o of 2 manganet Cn i o
i oncTalng wan Sabonx, ong oA vis brotd
Py $5d a stnng of smulicr sueh ran
i 1940, zaltheugh Mertz was ?_: n VUP(‘H. he and rte
3 v.ere p_.vo smugelira heroin tothe US from Trruneg, )
i TR story DTN tvoivemeat an the heroin business
- during the 1960 has boeen *uu:,. +d from a number of sources,
. including secret French cournt and police reports. )Jrjm
4 other things, these reparis reveal how Mertz and Martel used
-1 Cecchuni as their chicf heroin supplicr. )
3 h,n ‘hini, §1, was the chief licutenunt of the late Joseph

, Ceochimi began his carcer as 2
spoctalist on picr movenignis, a

\

fbs.;f'«.a‘.'.«‘\ PRVE KNS T R e

N As hic grew in ﬂ.,.: t¢c in Mar-
- 2 hoery and other Lebanese who
N & as middiemen on the Turkey-to- /»L _.nm smug-
’ n. And he became friendly with Francisci and Venturi,

v

am
larpost heroin syndicate.
n

i vw‘:,.?r. worked smoothly. Cec-

T.u.q,JS. rom Onsiai labora ,c:rm and per-
i from the Cuﬂ organization. Menz
. cru

3
L)
-
o
[
b
~
W
$
-
o

¥ ted the courier organiza-
tion, and handied the finances. The m rofits were split equally.
w.< early 1961, the systam was in operstion. On March 11,
61, Mertz sa:led on the liner Liberte for New York. In the
..c.a of the ship was a DS G ﬂ_:.?,: auto with 100 Lilos
(220 pounds) of herom hidden i the ﬂ;;n ng.

Vithin a month, however, Z ' .n.: orartdy suspendad
the heroin aperation, cyn.:mn m, CE srmmra him for a
specizl mission zgainst the righi-wing terrorists. Mertz was
ordcred to penctrate the O»w pose as a 355&?8« and

obtain =il available information on planned OAS terror mis-

S

m.:an be was sent in >v£ 1961, i Algiers under cover as

. &'
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tain in the Geaeral Rescrve of T aracin

ArLlii

ore a Ty ? v
But he wis ¢ atuly m.u.i {0 an
partisans. avs he

stratemists,

Mecriz made outside contact with a Col. Fourcaud, the

Rnrlci director of SDECE. He szid that ke had imponiant
aformation. The colonel calicd Jacques Foccart—then and
now secretary for communily and .,ﬁ.a(,vn affain an c

a

Gaulle's dircctor of the couater-terror against the OAS.
cart in turn called Alexandre Sanguin
terior Miaister Roger Frey. Saaguine
rector of the national police under
SDECE.

Fourcaud, Foccart and Sanguinctt i

Mertz out of the internment camp on the night of _:J, I in

a way that would not zrouse suspicion. Mertz then zave

! Fourcaud and Toccart the bare bones of what he had
learncd: The OAS planned to Zo,& up de Goulle’s car st

: Pon-Sur-Scine, a point it pussed 1_r..1< every day. Afier a
Sl vn:a Mertz was v ut back into th t o

set more ﬂJ“O—L auon. ¢ did. v1.). o.‘».m ol d

to pinnt the bonbs 0n ?n rond n

N

RN
d
him in it, Uu.ﬂnc by in ,n; a way
rmaJ,.anmJ\ France, sharply divi
- tion, was shocked UV\ the i d;n on de
tion rallied around him. The plott
Fourcaud testificd on Sept. 6, 19
trizl of the OAS n,\.,ﬂ?n,.,.o?. Hes
plosion he and Sanguine

=,

f)
.
-
-
i)

i discusset

or
Mertz. e said that throuzh Sanguinc er
Frey (head of the French wo:ni vuu o
move Mertz to Canada. Merntz took his c-
taining his SDECE affiliations, and spe in

7.5222 end New York reactivating t
the heroin sy n:nu.f

On Oct. 11, 1961 he was back in France and on Jan. 12
1962 psorr.nn Citrocn with another 100 kilos of heroin left
France by boat. This time Me cw 0 New
the boat when it zrrived and ina tp his paymen
business grew, other vvoi( were ?:ur to hardle {he ww.ovmum
and to do the cscorting. But M:zrtiz or his assisiant, Jacgues
Bousquet, always went to 2(2 York to colicct.

he American end ©
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Another partner: .

At about this 74, the heroin syndicate charged Mertz
$60,6C0 in cash sfter the n ¢ft of @ car with 100 kilos of her-

LI} THE HEXROIN TRAIL

Mertz continued to make tnips out of France to other
courntries on occasional SDECE missions. In New York he
and Bousquct operated a cover business contracting out of-
ders to American companies for the rebuilding of car and
trick enzines for the m..agnr military services. Meanwhile,

feriz and his wife opened up bank accovnts in New York
and Geneva. Most of the profits from the business were per-
sonally placed in a numbered Geneva account by Mertz.

oin i it. The ..nr,oam of r:S. Discount Bunk, Geneva, ac-
count 40,827G, refiect the N the SON.000 assessment was trans-
ferred in three rvc.;m carly in 1965 from his account to the
account of an unidentificd Hersch Gross, supposedly a Ger-

man national. Gross had numbered bank account 70.273 at ™
the Bazsel, Switzerlznd branch of La Socicte de Bungue N
Suisse. Gross is sti)l unidentificd. w.u
P * - . /
& g 72 7 |
See Jime, 20 (768 3
I.ate in 1269 in Columhus, Ga.. asonts of the Federat By- W
L S St

rzza of Narcotios arreniad 2 mng nered Herman Conder, N
YN T i d Serose s refriver: R
v o hed e reccived 168 nounds of heroinan g retriverntor A
oy i " N 4
srimme 1y brm o trom Pronce By wopenered PUS Ay maor ;

e a— e | Y e eaT T T s e e~ S D
s oprend of Moriro o Roromn Was baound i
3

L onn aNostrn oraantzation i Miam i

u.\.:ou Guickiy icd to the arrests in the C.M.\omj
Louis Douheret and Nonce lLuccaroti, -a

:nwvg on Crsint who had escaped from a French il and

H

flad 2o the US. All were m;rnnw,.STO rsini men on the Ameri- 3
can nu.,_ of the Neriz sing. /nU:Z drew $20.000 for his de- m.?_
fense from Moz New York banX account. Later they made

kit Z
statements phicatng hnrr.:.: and Meriz to varying de-

osv

\

Cec

chini wa 1o await i

en Feb. 11, 1547,

ten months later was quictly reicased peading a trial for
which no date was sct. e resun g s position as .wﬁ‘o”u
supplier to the Mertz operation. At :Jn time, Cecchini, al-

though a supporter of Socizlist candidates in the city of .iu_..
:.ru was a member of SAC and a substantial contributor

8 a number of UDR nzuonal nuzr_au
Mertz was not arrested. But his
zs. Ten monihs later ke, too, was

nOn which no dzte was set. He retu

ws.

m, the rate om ncariy a r:::Q of a
196K, the Mertz rina b
o 1o the US. Over
of thor heroin, at 1973
m:: on June mu:

headed the ring. Mertz ren
months later, V
1669, and put hi
Jousguet

ained free.

w pf 9
?, wha

co! et

2 | Dt 5.73 orf .2

T ~ v

Ol 1.0y

nicr house 1o .\o-v ica and Fiown o rivate aiinl e,

On June 26, 1970, Mentz was ,_%T.»,;
further devclopments in the case. A moath ?Fn (ocﬁ

(B Rea)

and his no&n?sauim went on trial and were convicted moﬂ.
their pa 1 mn the ring between 1965 una »o.,\.m.

Thre release wu..;, MNcertx's Army

: N nA had been convicied b

{
i
v):Jr_‘w he couid have lost his ?..;.,.,JJ. .» L if he had

grees; they told about the car-heroin shipments. American uvn:n, from jail before trial, he might hove met deleys in got-
. authorities forwarded the information to France. ting approval. But once the pension was granted, even later
L Acting on the American information, French police arrest- conviction would not 3.:._: in its forfein e He 2 6 ied for
“Y T ed Cecchini on May 5. 1906, at the elaborately m rnivhed ths pensicn scon after his reicase. His elig ouid net
o viia in Quoiter un la Roumaine, Saulz. In his driveway and begin until Gﬁr. Oa Dec. 7, 1970, the w s grant-
i1 garage were three cors, 20 Alfa Romeo, an MG and 2 Mer- ed—payments to bugin in 1974,
3 cedes. la the house, police found ammunition and three Then in Apnii, 1971, U&o:n:o was arrested. The UK
.U: handguns, a Remington Colt 11.43-mm., a 9 mm. Smith aad 4" queried France: what was'SDECE's invoivement? On Ii°
i1 Wessoa and a S-rum. Parabellom. 1971, the government put .e?a and Cecchini va taai T
1 . .
34 . . -
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i . .
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116} THE HEROIN TRAIL

were each convicted and senternced to five
peals were rejected and Merntz
1972,
el

vears
hegan his uL: 3

M :

u:_<.

When we arrived in Paris, onz of our sources told us that
although Mertz was supposedly 1n jail, he had recently been
scen ca the strects of Paris. We calied the French Depart-

cat of Justice for background oa where Mertz was im-
prisoned and the detalls of his sentence. A department spokes-
man declined 1o give us any mformation.

So we set out in Cctober, 1972 to track down Mertz
through his last-known address, an ajariment .: m.. Boule-
vard Suchet, in Paris® fuvhionable 16:R errondisse . There
was no neme hsted for Mertz on the apariment :v_m.r.q But
his numc was wriien over the top of oac :q the muitboxes in

the fobhy. vc, ag ws agents fora hn::, sus Californiu rosident

who had et money 1o ./. criz when he died, we internviewed
the aparim ;.1 conuierge. She said that Mertz had sublet the
aparimicnt but continued C use the box to reccive mail.

m.Jn ! r.u us 1o an zdidress thut she hud for Menz. It

was 2 villia in the Faons suburd of Les /\(..:; .
turned out to be well maintained but closed. Neig

that somcone cam

The house
hbors said
and ?nr,.d up the mail,

out thut the Maeriz fanuly, which owned the house, had not
lived there for 2 year. In the mailbox were several stock-
transfer noticey addressed to Mertz' mother-in-law, His_oart-
ner and Tc:r rindaw, Cr .1) i

—

iyl rough r
St rJQ ..m,p tCnl, W were
MNertz carly in November, The agent sa _a that she would have
Mrs. Meriz call us. We sct a time for the call, reated a
reom at the Purss Hilton aad wated. Mrs. Mertz called. We
told her a story zboul a2 fictiious will and ity terms—DMertz
must be alinve, identifiabie and a Freach ciizen in good stand-
ing. Otherwise the moncy (87,250) would go to a dog-and-
cat rov?,h i Pomona, Calif. She azreed 10 meet us in Paris
w. week dater s:: wdentification ef her husband. Sne said that
he was living at the huntiag lodge in Loiret. .

Ca Zo< 15, we mist {Q ,.:.AN in 2 rcom at the Hilton.
She waos tall, “with horn-rimmed glasses and was wearing
3 cur coat and a Xcrchief over her brown hair. She
¢d 10 t2 1a her fate 40s.
¢ showed us same wa?&:n stories dealiag with her hus-
aad's exploils in the Rewnstaace. We said that we needed 10

"

‘7'4“,,
he

TETTLIE

HERQOIN TR
sce him. In a low voice she
now.... 1 don’
—
bt oy
""anu‘l\l
n ison. Sie
shoots taroe quite often o
oliwcer, ;v en ;,_ru 1O one
| S Tnse -
nave complained. So the police cam
wr; SO no.:ﬁ._:n cuns thut he had brousht in
without paying taxes. iU was bhe a i
them past rru..oEu..:

ALL 1117]

replicd: ..:.. 1U's not wcﬁ_u.r right
oy s i

rf;
will, she was FQ Tr n,.c%.w depostted in
cizn bank account to avuid paying any
taxes.

We asked her how long her hushand had been in jail. She
said: “For six months after he was nlni

1869, to June, 1970). Then he was freed.
that was the end of it. No more. But last 7. y :oq
“was some kind of mixun and the court coulda’t &
our other zddress. We were livin
T...q.r,n had forgotien to tell the

Py

again.”

How long would he remaia in nted
gers. “He's beea in jail since thiy id.
out in Februarv, 19737 “Vey, -

tenced to five yeurs,
months in prison.
¢ She s2id that he was being

apparentiy w

kept in an

just outside of va:? We asked if prison iif

ro,” she szid. “The food isa't kad, it 1sa't
Everyone there. the guards at the—jail like him
him as long s I want every weck. And | ca
newspapers and magazines znd packa he
treating him very ::.,: the 1
flvrn:.:c thut a peoson like him -

We SE Mrs. Mertz that

we ..,o:_m have to mcce
nmur &t the same place th c

¢ teilowing week, W

we wanted photos of Meriz mu.,_ documenis such o5 army Cis-
c E‘cn papers. And we told her that since he was in prison,
we would need the names of peeple who would zitsst to his

good citizenship.
« Mirs. Menz said thar hee

] -+ uble to providz ths in-
formation we watic.. -

< of »\(0»\.0 who would

NN X [ SR et 7
ST TR TS Ty 7
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; e A T WELOIN TRAL {iiv}
. -0 {11F} TilE HERC1IN TRAIL .
; i3 i ; wy ve asked Paul Hainhy, hiead of the US. Burezu o
N recommend his standing 3s a French citizen, she said: "That - WB =0y W mumﬂ%ﬂfﬁ&ui _v i ﬁr..,‘ro.?“ .Ac. e o.ﬁ..‘-mv foe -
IR should be casy. My husbund has many m: nds who have good Nz rc”F..m AAGCIOLS el ,m... enlied. "1 meve -
o positions f;,. the goverament.” Then she asked for our file more mc,..:..,.h {,w or .:w?x. nierne ,r?.o{ﬂ..wrm. Lo .csu(a
oL near o SaMe ICSTIUnSE o LI ™
CLoa on the will, so that she could show it 1o her husband. \We .mf...m c~ fim ¢ ocm tn ..émz,\m £ p0naT ! ° -
S } hunded it to her. Then she lefe. or the French national police in Pucis. ‘ . oo
4 : _ fil 1 Achille Cecchini never went to jail, alihough he was wna- :
s For the next week we worried. The file had been carefully ...l,w\cxl...ll‘J ) <J his trial after enteria o
R . e ’ rire. -y -,
= L prepared. But it was fraudulent. ﬁrzn might sce through it. ence ﬁuu five years. Fle misse u/ a r.; ° .WJ - .
: " 'd sements e tors tha ;
RS But Mrs. Mertz czme back for the second mceting Nov. 24, m.;& and getling state ‘:c« WO wﬂ&.,;JWr od doctor PR
RIS She said thut both she and her husbund agreed z:: they e mas too 1l 1o be mov: 3 COUTT-appoiiicy Cutssl :
. e . . - .)- \vJ < 7-.|MN J. 1 -
VT v nevded the money more than any dog or cat hospital in Cali- a8 m«v( and Cecchini remais ! oo
. + 4 . ~ oro v ~e . .
EIRE P fornia. She brought the information we had sought. \.:Ja she f« U ,H\ since (R M: fm i
- et breeght the names of some people that she sal id would rec- night ,» a.rm at two or” i T
R o ¢ oS T J
T oeTER ommend her hushand. . Sn._w_ n % ¢ wa vv ccently
Ll .. . H mne . WG M -
. . -n.m Ameag them were Col. Fourcaud, now retired, who was mL mv tal “v to heroin mo -
! . ~a;
R Mentz's former Boss at nCﬁ E. and Picrre de Letan, Chef :..(< F?‘. o MNWW n/\:
- - g - -
T de Mission and vice president of the Chamber of Commerce € Vishod LN s A Rigal o ; ) .
st Y . ) sat behind 2 period dosk i his private Parts offic
A A of Midldle-Tusiern ﬁo:.i:nu in Puaris. We calied them later. ehitnd 2 pen N AR AR ] . ..
T4y 1 s _ his gun. For the occasion he had doted his fuil-engih s
R Mrs. Je Letan said that she and her hesband were close = o - v
L . .,W fricads of the Merizes. Cel. Tourcaud abso said that he knew no,.,.”_.. | . inute. T have 1o pose for some picteres.” S L
. ; ' ninute ‘¢ i¢ pictures, e A
Y {fertz, but added that he did not know us and said that he he .(w o:w mwzm M)a r.rJ. ﬁulw.. po% me p P -
IR .,f.m would prefer to discuss the whols matter in person and not e H,v A :Jo A _J_;, %ov Uk ant e cxolained R
. over the tefephone. We were unable to talk o the two others oo :m,/ : N \On e e ot “Oh. yes. He's abott : Lo
- whose nameos she had aivea us. S0 cev B_M nn:.w. NN a..u(: J,.(/. w?(.w.ww ‘Bor | ouess i
- m Trea we tohd Mrs. Mermz that we had leamn nu thut her w fn.._.ﬂw s 8n o? J...u owa ) ' b .3 oL
ST husband was 1a jail not for possession of Enmnm weapons but nmu: b o_:auv_owgo 1ng. S L
. . e o ’ ’ :
Ly for shipping hereian to the ULS. Momentarily fvn _:.L her ¢ =~ S
o composure; a .m;n«.w of mincral water almout slipped out of Vel 0T
N —n - .- . B
e her hand. "No, n0,” she stammered. “Not this time, that was . R ° (RN -
: ,.* the last time.” We ashed her what she meant. L
- L ] -
- 2 “Son ne &po, ma five years or more. My hushang . . . it e -
: T Same tume &« 3 vw ¢ anu( s or more y v.r ba 4 Anee Simonnicri, a Corsican-born racketeer now serving a . )
- know this maa in the United States,” Mrs. Mertz said, “At —_er . R o .
T ; a five-ycur prison term, was in the heroin busingss toth o E -
. ] the time my huchand had a business getting motars renovated R e
g hern b and after serving in SDECE. He went to prison ia ihe .-
Wi in the United States and shipping them w. here for Freach i s - . " . -
DR, of 1971 zafter avoiding it for more than a year—an L
L T army trucks. This man in the Urited States nceded money to " o afrm the Pyeln . »
- et < ::3 his situation was widely publicized after the Delo .-
oo T buy some lund; T.n wanted 10 nmx..n 31T w;.‘m.y..r So my hus- . LT o
T K band sent money to the man's sister to give to the man. Later abia ad with Mars . holemy (Meme) T .
) d ' IS H AT Y DO -
. 1 the man sard that that moncy was for the buying of nar- AU L was shinminy mere - :
E Loy ' ¢ : 7. f ot Gu he late Joe O W25 SN pD D ned .
- 1 coucs.” She jldentficd the minn in the Mx"ﬁ as M.«f. v«/‘u.i,f»/.mu. oin fron Wu_‘JJ)Q 1o Now Y s in 19SS, He was
oy We acoepied thay wniormation, but told Mo, Mertz that it ot Lt e the SDECE ac-
; < . ' one of the lesser mob chislt incd the ac .
L wouid be necessary for us to meot her h uvnc personally. or .
! 5 e tion group in 1960 to counter . i
C A Ve said we would go to the T; m:r replis That won't be m.: oricri served with the mDm m sarbouzes” ( L _
. ~ : . W0 PCC Y cav ke -
2 ] necessary. He's netiing out ia mid mnuEJQ sometime. Sup- iPiCTl SEIVE S undar the direct o
- -8 = . PR o ones) in Algeriz for one yee cnrv. the direCt ¢
= posc 1 bring him here to meet you on the fist of March? . SOPtt e R . R
- - - v: P : : Picrre Lemarchand, wivn..:r of (Gen. Charles o
- B Vie agrecd and Mra. Meriz lelt afier again stating that she o n 3 snecizl SODECE o . .
3 ﬂ Twnv = ..L At ﬂww " b& - & 0 - Q” W LR —Oﬂ~ Lna H\Ol. D¢ seT 40( —r Nvﬁ(-.» (Onl/\rl coun - i ) .
. KR . sns : - D
T o s ¢r hushand would wact the money sited in Cana I Lroup in Pari .S,n unit specialized in extracting L ) - o
| afier the meciing. ~ L -
.. -4 3 T .
- ay - -~ ’ T S0
s ) %...\HQU!MJN“ o hﬂéfdwfn\/lgﬁa TR A l’\lil.l\t&l(»l.))\.\tl“!}jl%. ” A 8 pa g rone s .lJVm‘\.A.M\ “ - \A‘\
. \ ; e e .- Ca DLy RO e AV S e e ot e Sm oL e b i TR T e s e
. T DA A PR SN e
T L ey T T - ; .
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. {120 THE NI IN TRAIL . CHE LRI TRAGC P :
. : ccufessions frum pensons thought 0 have knowledge of OAS - “They reported back that ke couid be moved and questionsd.
: i actividie, . But then Simonpieri disappearcd. Marcellin o.c»,.?(._....\.:n.w.. ) g
) 3 Whea Lemarchand returned frem Algeria, he moved to land police to “assist™ the Corsican gendurmes 1n finding Si- L
L I'Yoane, ncar JEW and in 1983 won a seat in the National BoavF:. They found him in his brother-in-law’s house 1a Coee
Ce Assembly. Simornpicri, who owns a villa near Nice, bought 2 Ajaccio. o c .
- ..” actie in 'Yonae, and supplicd moacy and muscie for Le- . Narcellin then ord cre ed ro Ajaccio ﬁ osecutor to Simo E”
N marchand’s con 3_:3. So also used r.n custle to dispalch Coerni's ro s¢ 19 arrest him. Th ceculor wovonr,u back that X
B sTein couriers {o the us. n3< m tad a cent :nu.ﬂ ng z,,u. bz was wmnw. and i -
: Two such couricrs were Willy Charles fombert, 42, a ) E not be moved. O, recitin's orders, m:dmn.?o. was AR :
o Freachman, and Jeserte Clairs Baiier, 36, 2 Swiss nucouL. + " :u?_o:ca to Miscricorde 1 {in Ajacsio and € ‘um,..,nnn - ,
M who were arrested at Fort j volades Lum.. ve. 3119467, - by another mainland doc sal anizri Moa:\.w v.o . o
. i tryinz 0 smiuagle 11 kilos of herola into the ULS. Both szid moved. But the .Z.pnﬁo prosceutor replied that ke didal -7
" in full depositions that they had been givea the heroin by Si- want to take the 35935?@ for moving Simenpien. T -
s monzivri. : So, for a while, Simon ed 30 the zir-ces . )
<% 7 S4< Lambert: *. .. 12l picked up four other kilos of her- - ?pnﬂo nospital, receiv ienus, having speciaily prep; g )
T oin at the ru:w.J villa of Anze m,Bonn.n: in M uawuum«v.. meals sent ia. He Zir" stitl be there today exee s ‘
Ja . mear Sen the Department of I'Yonne ... 1 centainly recog- ~mond Nicolet and Roger Delouette. . L
.w. nize anmu mmu,..,um;.,: from the photegraphs which you ar Nicolet, & Swiss, and one of the most re n.n”nt 3
m showing me.” These statements nn.a.\:uw mw nonpicri were sent Europe, wis in Geneva in April, 1571, represen ) ’
RS to French poiize officials. No action was taken. who had been arrested in connection ef.: .,.u -
o2 In March, 1569, two other couriers were .,.:.mﬁna in Switz- Spair heroin smuggling ring. At tae .:L Nico! 5 )
- 1 ertand as part of a group that was shipping heroin to the - m.BOn?..: as one of the bizgest narcol M
A U.S. i cans bearing the lubel of a specialty rice and fivh dish. rope. He asked why his ciient was on :.L .
: '3 They also named Sinsonpieri as the man who had given them was frez. )
- © % the heroin. The Freach slowly exchinged information with His charge was repes E .
ool he Swiss during & peried of months, and oa Jar. 22, 1970— . of other countries and e
o) almost a year r.._nwllucuwn Gabricl Roussel, a Fr ench magis- : vaa Capard Eachaine b
i trate, issted a subpeena for Simonpiert. bout SDECE had been - :
S But m.,:.EnJ.Q.m went to his other home in the Comsican v:uw ng the French  Of [hC Iaslic. SimaT) o
"¢ mountin villare of Pilz Canule and scnt word to Rousscl Ajaccio 1o the mainiand and in w!ar» A A R :
't that he had 2 bad heart and couldn't travel. Two Corzican victed and seatenced. He is presenily servi o0 ..
T dovtors were sent {0 look at Simor Jr.i vjar.v\ uj.c..& that he in a prison rcam:u.r .. i o e :
T coulda’t be moved O. of the two physicians was Dr. Boggi, Recenily, Nicolet, in his Geneva FE. oTice, was asked cno - )
ln hvn::._JV.WU manager {or Jean DONNL whd was wrh.\ﬁﬂiq 10 the what conclustons 3.0 drew from the fact that Sir WONpICTt had _. P .
23 Freach Nuvtiona! Assembdly and a friend of leading heroin remained free until the case was widely pubs QNm.g, He an- e T
M boss Marcar Francisct. w.s_n«na“ “It put on record the breakdown of the French po- SN L
SRR Roussel then asked a collicague, Judpe Ceccaldi, to go to lice system with regard to certain persons in France.” Hae R
- Pila Canale and questicn mﬁ‘:on wri. In August, Roussel R , CL :
M asked Ceoccaldi for a proaress report. Cecealdi replied that e
’ hw W:u Canzle was a <n.JL tou .r.w town and that hz was wzaiting A SDECE GALLLERY: : o . .
-5 or what he considzred a c2fs moment 10 visit. Meanwhile, \ P e Co . X
"4 irsenpieri had been seen 28 imiles away. in >_%cn.m. cn(n- Holdup Man, Killer, Con Artist . -
. ﬂo.,.wm stlending 8 woccer gamce or sipping a drink at the . )
) M ,M %i t:.m.rr.. 2 group of { a_..nu.r,u.. 5 " A .‘.m....xn.n other men who worked for SDECE also c.;«.wn.mS. .
A wally, Socpt. 8, 1970, Interier {37?4 Marcellin or- Lo Yo ved ia m nmnorm,. that smuggled beroin into the :
N &nﬂnb,va« decrors soat o Oon.rn» to examine Sinnieri. 0 Al thre vere recrulted nto SDECE during the anti-OAS
4 .
; .
- M.JN)&!H@.!‘..n}‘n.‘arévg\‘aﬁé‘%%uaulxyi s i S . \.DA .,!.wﬂ.‘r» T - .
, : ] T : : e e I e e e bt e
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L (i THE HEROIN TRAIL
= campaizn, All three scrved in Algeria. And 2l three later
-2 served in the Black __2: -2 section of SDECE
: Josoh Attia was & fOaccboyart Freno y_ ganester, but his -
SDECE tics . zre pant om is hudden imz

Chrictian _I.J' ‘

PREESOD SPVVES S SERRNNAN |

o and r; wzs a hired aseass]
for Fooh { A,M ar ; tne un

!
LR IA. _nn

RN ?..ra from guns.

ough

He was thz confidzn
three coatineats.

YWho Served France

T N N N RIS R L

r Attis who dicd at the ape o
T 1972, was one ¢ of France's most colorful
-3

3 Lowdiors. He zlso r.z one of SDECTE's

~e. Usuully, when SCECE wis in need of his
coverament qaietly u:,pnnnL 1o quash some lo-
cal charge that always scomed to be pending in the courts

K

;
1

SN

against him. The Freach press finally dubbed Attia “The
: King of the Dismitsyed C h,.r.‘m.,n.

i > truznt ond an amaicar boxer as a boy, Attia left Rennes
Le for Paris us a teenager and soon established a reputation in
“ the milieu a3 & muscleman. He eventually became a proxinet
. (operztor of a siring of prostitutes) in ‘Paris, graduating to
T V.Ec. >:r4 his first TN. ?3,.. he was sent away to do 2
oz ur with a 2! battalion of the French Foreign Legion in
O North \.:. ica. 7 iring thet period he met Pico.o coutrel, later
e 1> boceme France’s Public Enemy No. 1 under the name
- “Pierre Le Foul”

-, Ocmnn World War I, Attia, ih 2 patrictic gesture, held up

o+

and robhed only those French meichunts who were Genmnan
uw.?:w hirers.

IHe was arrested in 1943 by the Germarns end

sedemnad to death. The sentence was commuied, and Attia
o wound r.v in the Mauth.iusen conceatration camp. Dur
i 1945 mzrch from Maihausen to ancther camp, Attia co
T e eind o A.l. cararada an Rig . 5
173 ricd 2 sick comradeon B
ot The comrads was Co as

Col. Bertran !, Alter the war Altha and beaumont ::.r diver-

Iz geiol patn., although nf..um:.zé they would meet again—
N Beaumoat went into SDECE: Auia wantled to become a
boxer again, but the Q..m.,..;f.nm dida’t want him because he
R N tattoocd from head to foot: “We want 2 baxer, not a ge-

lod him. So At
zad Geo

oliaphy E...... oy

camed with his old
ral, Loutrel,

.
H

orge Bousches: nr“: "o form one of

France's 7?(-. holdup maobs, Loutrel di

’
S

L

THHE HEROIN TRANL HE PR
dying wish that ti:e poilce not be made aware cf his :..ﬁ.v. .
In 1933, Atua wos w.‘r.:_m,.ﬂ to trial ,«S‘ kis crimues with the

Loutrel mob. He was accused of 10 hoidups, com

homicide and iilegally burying

mont, who by now was onc s

cers, appearcd as a charaoter witness 107
{

plicity in a
Loutrel's body. Pou Beau-
s most influentizi offt

4
w
)
r
0Oz
Ik

>: of the charges mm,.. inst Attiz were éropped oxcept one~— ;
cmmmiad
gally burying Loutre _. In received & cne-year suspEncsd
.c e, and two mon ber -

Z roCcO on a :w

as soon as he moﬁ Tu .;Tm: ted the mis-
sion und went on aspree ¢
Three year :..2. S fnlenm had

continued 1
assaay a‘).‘.ﬁﬂ

I

ising Attiz f.n T% to North \.,.:Jnu.
an .‘.3; French Moroccun,
Attia took the SDECTE advance money &
Spain. Spanish authoritics
13 }

holdup man, end jailed hin

His mustioas
Alal Bl Foend.
and azam ?.. went to .
recognized Afliz &8s a Xnown :
But rather than lungmuish in 2

Spunish jail, Attia confessed to the murder cf two gun-
runncrs in Frunce near /r#::. it PAmaun in June, 1955.
The two men had been supply arms to the anti-French L
FI.N nationalist movement in \»_moﬁu

Attia was exiradited to France and tried. m _J. w2as 2C- :.
quitted by the Aszize Court of Verx reaitles. V.
had murdered the two men Fi mﬂmmfm f”?..n ”‘.
SDECE upent, Almost immedia .
tia was sent by SDECE -

10 hu
But while he was there, in 1
Minister Chablan Delmas saw has » ace.
to know why the French secret service emip! !

The $ ﬂm, ? answer was given by Col. F =
one of .7« agency's ranking oMicers. He sz -
wonderful person, worthy of esteem, zn o "
nary i.ﬂ: " -

This was the same Col. Fourcaud of SDECE whao i

Michaci Vigar t«:.\,. the SDECT agen? who cxporcd

UAS plotto kil Gen, e Gaullein 1961,

In 1952, Attia showed up in Africa, J 3t in 7 .J wga and
then in Abidjen, Ivon A\Ovu... where h i the 1n-
teliigence ne I

{WOTK on African Aflairs
the Ivory Ceost he bought 2 nar
club ramed “The 70.:__..”@... The Qrf SO

3 ed in 1946 when he center for the entire Foceart-SDE Africa nowork. o
4 accidentally shot Rimself in the ~ st(J while putting his gun It was the second rendeyous that >” iz wwg cotabinhed.
P . . P N N ; . . . . .
T back into his belt. Attia hoe ' fem secretly, carmyiag out a Somctime carlicr Attia end his mistress, Carmzn
3
.3
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TRAIL
near ;onm miar
place for boih Puris

frf-f»».'
and the
S. Federal Nareoties Bureau rece

A.dn:: i for persons in the
the bigzest heroin
ez; q —woou ;96 Em:qnu here where the
invesiors were brought together. Arnd, according

a4 rr

S. J;}c:Q ajents, Attia f ly put up
fere of sonic of those heraln wenls,
daris rc.._.l. convicted At was in Al-
. H s#!

. nland. The
But rn was v?:dv:v\
Military Oo..o:T
r.?rc unds
JoGauile's vard, in the 3«
“Usection Sethe s part of the Foecart-di-
rected counter < .

It wazs here that Attia met Christian David. A pret
who had escaped from a French piison, David, now ow 41, 3
.a Seen recrvited into ‘the SDECE terrorist 2.:;_5
n by ~ ermarchar

3. Atta retor

crdon ok

()
i

n
2\

Asd to Frar
Se. Bt ﬂ/L:rm AN
Fornearlv twn vears he

(ll.'
on smiatl i, Gelore dn

T, W

fom

.'t.l«-l..s».!v

ST unich
! ¥y oas :CZ counter-trrror
by 3,;‘.....:7...:. Arenid sware undter anth in o French court that
or~ of his Liianem, whont he bosw By sobt was Alla,
ey thonen AN was sippote iy 1o Pat the tiowus,
ll‘\.lol.’t'lvlv..nhul.luvgtdn.ln 'l\.ll\lllult!.ylv.xnwbrc.lr{ R
AU e and LG TGO ew ik for toe TesTRarka case
In 1965, French infucnce was treng in Moroceo thro uph the
Ying's adviser and sir onginza, Gea. Oufkis, But Oufkir feared
10 srowang influence of Mcehdi Ben Darka, ihe cpposition
feader, who maintained an apsrtment in Geneva, Qufkir want-
ed Des Borka stired or eliminated. This wish was con eved

o SDECE. - g

Once again, Attiz was in jail. But, as later testimiony at a
1966 irisl of two French narcotics nonnnion showed, 2 good
deal of the action wus car .‘

.
veannls, reguinrs atthe Govr

Q

Pa .

sto P

He e

*r d hi .sf - .

the Attia crew. \ juestioning him in a private homs, i :

they killed him, according 1o testimony at the same trial. The et

body was 32.2. found. . o , :
But at the trial, the na :

defendant was threzded ;

Lemuarchand, a former Fren v s

mander in Algeria. A so IS I

marchand had arranged - Voo R -

The witnesses said that 1 Voo

plot had * mc,\.nw:.ﬂq..” apn T -

Early in 19684,
the case, a young ¥
phone tip thut o 1 wanied
Barka case was drinking in a aiujrc;.?:.
panied by two other palicemen ke 1
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