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th
e g

ates w
ere o

p
en

ed
 b

y
 B

erto
lo

n
e. T

h
e R

en
au

lt, h
ead

lam
p

s 
alight, set off dow

n the road. P
ierre R

 w
as at the w

heel. H
e stopped 

to w
ait for his com

panion. T
w

o policem
en cam

e into view
 in the 

b
eam

 o
f lig

h
t, raisin

g
, th

eir arm
s an

d
 sh

o
u
tin

g
 'S

to
p
! P

o
lice!' 

R
 drove off, jostling them

 and dragging them
 w

ith him
 for a few

 
m

etres —
 they w

ere clinging to the doors —
 and disappeared into 

the darlm
ess. H

e passed a surveillance vehicle parked in darkness 
a little w

ay further on and w
ent off in the direction of the village. 

H
e w

as im
m

ediately follow
ed. 

T
h

e ch
ase co

n
tin

u
ed

 alo
n

g
 th

e ro
ad

 to
 T

o
u

lo
n

: T
h

e R
en

au
lt 

fo
rk

ed
 o

ff su
d

d
en

ly
 in

 th
e d

irectio
n

 o
f A

u
b

ag
n

e to
 jo

in
 th

e 
m

o
to

rw
ay

. T
h
e p

o
lice car g

rad
u
ally

 g
ain

ed
 g

ro
u
n
d
. R

 b
rak

ed
 

su
d
d
en

ly
. H

is car w
en

t in
to

 th
e h

ard
 sh

o
u
ld

er; h
e ju

m
p
ed

 in
to

 
the ditch and ran off, disappearing up the hillside into the night. 

B
ut the police w

ere not left em
pty-handed. T

hey held T
oudayan, 

tw
o of his accom

plices and enough equipm
ent to convince the 

judges. R
 m

eanw
hile w

as taken in hand by the M
arseilles under-

w
orld and given safe asylum

. Instructions had reached him
 from

 
Joseph C

esari in L
es B

aum
ettes prison. H

e w
as to lie low

 until 
judgem

ent had been passed in the C
los S

t A
ntoine affair. C

esari 
had w

orked out a defence: he claim
ed to have been a beginner 

w
hose friends had done him

 a favour; friends w
hose good faith he 

had abused and w
hom

 he did not w
ant to expose. C

ross-exam
in-

ation of R
 m

ight easily have com
prom

ised T
his fragile edifice. 

W
hen his boss had been sentenced, R

 w
as to give him

self up to 
the police, on 29 June 1965. H

e w
as to claim

 com
plete ignorance of 

the production of heroin. H
e w

as one of the bona fide friends of 
w

hom
 C

esari had spoken, w
ho had put the P

astore farm
 at his 

disposal and transported equipm
ent w

hose purposes he had not 
know

n. H
e w

as sentenced to three years' im
prisonm

ent on 26 
F

ebruary 1966. 

• 
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A
 H

undred K
ilos of Junk D

isappear 

B
y m

idnight on 30 N
ovem

ber 1964, a freezing drizzle that had 
been falling over P

aris since early afternoon had stopped. T
he 

surface of B
oulevard S

uchet w
as still glistening w

et. 
A

 C
itroen cabriolet, registration 458 P

X
75, com

ing from
 the 

P
orte M

aillot, slow
ed up as it approached num

ber 45, drove onto 
the pavem

ent and parked under the trees a few
 m

etres from
 the 

m
ain doorw

ay. 
T

he driver turned off the headlights, sw
itched off the engine, 

locked all the doors and started off tow
ards his apartm

ent. H
e 

then changed his m
ind, w

ent back to the car, pulled off the spark-
ing-plug leads, rem

oved the distributor cap and slipped it into his 
pocket. H

e flipped the bonnet dow
n again and disappeared into 

the building. 
H

is nam
e w

as Jacques B
ousquet. H

e cam
e from

 L
ozere and w

as 
ab

o
u
t fifty

 y
ears o

ld
, so

lid
ly

 b
u
ilt, h

is h
air slig

h
tly

 reced
in

g
 

though only flecked w
ith grey. H

e w
as sm

artly dressed and seem
ed 

quite at ease in this w
ealthy district. 'A

 very respectable gentlem
an,' 

his concierge w
as to say in evidence four years later, `alv.-ays 

pleasant and sm
iling.' H

e lived on the third floor in an ex-pensive 
seven-room

ed flat. A
ll that his neighbours knew

 about him
 w

as 
that he w

as a dealer of som
e sort, m

arried and father of three: a 
girl of eighteen and tw

o younger boys. H
e w

as often aw
ay on 

business. 
V

ery soon, the lights w
ent out in the apar=

ent. B
oesquet w

as 
going to have to get up very early in the m

orning to collect his 
friend E

ugene hialibert from
 the G

arc d' A
usterlitz. O

n 3 D
ecem

-
ber M

alibert w
as leaving for N

ew
 Y

ork on board the F
ranze, w

ith 
a C

itroen. H
e w

as now
 com

ing baak from
 B

ergerac w
here his 
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em
ployers in the firm

 of civil service supplies had sent him
 on a 

C
ourse. 
B

efore leaving, M
alibert had signed all the relevant papers for 

taking over a car w
hose licence still bore the nam

e of one of their 

friends and associates, G
uirche. B

ousquet had spent the previous 

w
eek

 so
rtin

g
 o

u
t th

ese v
ario

u
s p

ro
b
lem

s. T
w

o
 d

ay
s earlier, a 

telephone call from
 M

arseilles had inform
ed him

 that the goods 

w
ould be delivered on the thirtieth. H

e had driven into the forest 

of S
t G

erm
ain in his B

uick at the agreed tim
e. A

 C
itroen van w

ith 

a B
o
u
ch

es-d
u
-R

h
o
n
e n

u
m

b
er p

late h
ad

 slip
p
ed

 in
 b

eh
in

d
 h

im
 

near the L
oges; then, one behind the other, the tw

o vehicles had 

parked at a bend in a side-road. G
lancing in his driving m

irror, 

B
o
u
sq

u
et h

ad
 reco

g
n
ised

 jean
 N

, a C
o
rsican

 fro
m

 P
aris an

d
 a 

leading figure in the underw
orld, w

ho w
as replacing the usual 

carrier, a taciturn expressionless m
an from

 M
arseilles. 

• 
W

ithin a few
 seconds, four big cases had been transferred from

 

the van to the boot of the B
uick. T

hen the driver, w
ho had left 

his engine running, drove off w
ith a brief parting gesture. T

he 

B
u
ick

 w
as b

ack
 o

n
 th

e m
ain

 ro
ad

 ag
ain

 a few
 m

in
u
tes later, 

driving slow
ly tow

ards P
aris. 

V
icto

r M
, an

 asso
ciate o

f B
o
u
sq

u
et's, h

ad
 ren

ted
 a lo

ck
-u

p
 

garage in B
oulogne w

here he could load the goods into the hiding 

p
laces th

at h
ad

 b
een

 arran
g
ed

 in
 th

e C
itro

en
 D

S
 in

 p
riv

acy
. 

P
reviously the operation had been carried out on M

's property 

at C
roissy-sur-S

eine, w
here the car w

ould rem
ain until the day it 

w
as p

u
t o

n
to

 th
e b

o
at, at L

e H
av

re. B
u
t M

 h
ad

 left u
n
ex

p
ec-

ted
ly

 fo
r th

e so
u
th

 o
f F

ran
ce an

d
 h

ad
 n

o
t ev

en
 g

o
n
e to

 m
eet 

his associate as arranged. 
F

or 
th

is 
trip

, as it h
ap

p
en

ed
, th

e su
p
p
liers h

ad
 ag

reed
 to

 

d
eliv

er a h
u
n
d
red

 k
ilo

s o
f h

ero
in

: tw
o
 h

u
n
d
red

 tran
sp

aren
t 

plastic packets containing a fine w
hite pow

der. T
his load repre-

sented an investm
ent of a m

illion. francs, and the A
m

erican client 

w
ould be paying about a m

illio
n
  dollars for it. P

recautions had 

not been taken for nothing 
It had taken B

ousquet several hours, behind the doors of the 

g
arag

e, to
 sto

w
 th

ese p
ack

ets in
to

 th
e v

ario
u
s h

id
in

g
 p

laces 
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created by an inventive coach-builder: inside the front and back 

w
ings, in the seat-backs and under the front seat, and also in a 

recess under the petrol tank, w
hich now

 held about ten litres. 

Jacques B
ousquet left the building on B

oulevard S
uchet the 

follow
ing m

orning at eight, fresh-com
plexioned, w

earing a suit 

of P
rince of W

ales check and a blue cashm
ere coat. H

e greeted 

th
e co

n
cierg

e w
ith

 a b
eam

in
g
 sm

ile an
d
 step

p
ed

 o
u
t o

n
to

 th
e 

pavem
ent. 

S
u
d
d
en

ly
 h

e sto
o
d
 ro

o
ted

 to
 th

e sp
o
t. A

 P
eu

g
eo

t 4
0
4
 w

as 

parked just w
here he had left the C

itroen the previous even ir.g. 

H
e looked around him

, w
ent over in his m

ind his actions of the 

previous night and felt in his pocket for the distributor cap. N
o 

doubt about it: the car and its cargo had been stolen. It repre-

sen
ted

 a lo
ss o

f h
alf a m

ill;n
rd

 old francs (just over .1500,000). 

H
ow

 the thieves had m
anaged to select a car lacking the distri-

butor cap, w
hen there w

ere hundreds of cars lined up along the 

boulevard w
hich they could have started w

ith a sim
ple pair of 

pliers, w
as m

ore than he could fathom
. 

T
h
e m

o
m

en
t h

e step
p
ed

 o
ff th

e B
o
rd

eau
x
 train

 at th
e G

are 

d'A
usterlitz E

ugene M
alibert im

ew
 that a disaster had occurred. 

S
eeing his friend's drained face, his first thought w

as of the police 

and he felt him
self break out in a cold sw

eat. 

`T
hey've pinched the car,' B

ousquet m
urm

ured flatly. 'W
ith 

all the stuff. From
 in front of m

y place, last night. A
nd I'd rem

oved 

the distributor cap.' 
H

e produced an ebonite cylinder from
 his pocket. 'I haven't 

told anyone. I w
anted to see you first. W

e're going to have to 

cancel your trip, w
arn the guys in N

ew
 Y

ork and try to c2te't dow
n 

the fellow
s in M

arseilles.' 
`If they suspect you of double-crossing them

, that m
ight be 

the end of you.' 
`A

nd of you too, if they think w
e're in it together' 

T
hey left the station and took a taxi to M

alibert's, in the six-

teenth arrondissem
ent. T

h
is trip

 w
as to

 h
av

e n
etted

 th
e y

o
u
n
g
 

courier F
r. 15,000. H

e w
as counting on this sum

 to pay som
e 
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urgent debts. H
e w

as shattered. C
learly, if the police arrested the 

thieves and got back the car, they w
ould discover the hiding 

places; and the docum
ents had been in his nam

e for several days. 
`It w

as bound to happen,' sighed B
ousquet. 'E

verything had 
gone too w

ell so far. A
nyhow

, it's still less serious than being 
caught by the A

m
erican custom

s.' 
H

e thought back to the m
any trips he had already m

ade to the 
U

nited S
tates over the last three years, of luxurious crossings on 

the F
rance or the Q

ueen E
lizabeth, of tim

es spent in sm
art hotels 

in N
ew

 Y
ork or M

ontreal, m
oney extravagantly squandered. T

he 
first person to inform

, he thought, w
as his associate V

ictor M
 

w
ho had organised the netw

ork w
ith him

 and w
ho had left him

 to 
run it on his ow

n several m
onths earlier, only supervising it him

-
self from

 a distance. 
T

h
e ran

i d
ro

v
e th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e streets o
f A

u
teu

il b
etw

een
 th

e 
w

ealthy stone houses. 'O
nly Jean N

 can get us out of th
is one,' 

rem
ark

ed
 B

o
u
sq

u
et. 'P

ro
v
id

ed
 I can

 co
n
v
in

ce h
im

 I'm
 n

o
t , 

lying.' 
W

hen they arrived at their destinadon, he left M
alibert and 

w
en

t to
 co

llect th
e B

u
ick

 fro
m

 B
o

u
lo

g
n

e, fro
m

 th
e lo

ck
-u

p
 

g
arag

e w
h

ere h
e h

ad
 left it. T

h
en

 h
e w

en
t to

 P
assy

, fo
u

n
d

 a 
public phone-box in a brasserie and phoned Jean N

 at his hom
e 

in rue des B
elles-F

euilles; and guardedly brought him
 up to date 

w
ith recent even

ts . A
 few

 m
inutes later the C

orsican joined him
 

and listened darkly to an account of the theft dow
n to the last 

detail. 
`W

ell,' he concluded, `let's suppose you're telling the truth. 
Y

ou w
ouldn't be so stupid as to play such a trick on us. If you've 

lied, I w
ouldn't give m

uch to be in your shoes. I'm
 going to tele-

phone A
chille in M

arseilles. B
ut don't count on getting out of this 

scot free. M
ark m

y w
ords, those guys aren't fairy godm

others.' 
H

e w
as unable to get through to A

chille C
ecchini, his im

m
ediate 

supplier and co-ow
ner of the consignm

ent, until 7 D
ecem

ber at 
his hom

e on rue S
aint-M

athieu in M
arseilles. H

alf an hour later 
they w

ere talking . on another, safer line. T
he conversation w

as 
long and storm

y. Jean N
 needed all his pow

ers of persuasiO
n to 
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convince C
ecchini that the m

atter should be discussed 'betw
een 

gentlem
en' and w

ithout recourse to violence ... for the m
ot-L

ent. 
D

uring this tim
e, B

ousquet had gone to see V
ictor M

 in his 
L

oiret property. H
e w

asn't satisfied either. It w
as he w

ho had 
specially asked the suppliers to raise this load to a hundred kilos. 

`If they decide you've double-crossed them
, they'll be con-

vinced that I'm
 in it too. A

nd if they im
pose any kind of penalty, 

th
ey

'll in
sist th

at I p
ay

 h
alf an

d
 th

at I'm
 an

sw
erab

le fo
r th

e 
rest.' 

B
ack in Paris, B

ousquet learned of developm
ents from

 Jean N
. 

`I get the im
pression that their feelings for you aren't quite as 

w
arm

 as before,' he rem
arked. 'T

hey're going to ask B
ig C

harles 
to

 co
m

e u
p

 h
ere an

d
 lo

o
k

 in
to

 it. T
h

e d
ecisio

n
 
w

ill d
ep

en
d

 
on him

. In any case they'll ask to be reim
bursed for the goods 

m
islaid.' 
`I'd be delighted to reim

burse them
, if they give m

e the m
eans 

to pick up enough m
oney. In all m

y bank accounts together, I 
haven't got a tenth of it.' 

`D
on't you think your exaggerating a bit? W

ell, w
e can alw

ays 
try. W

e'll just have to let th
in

g
s d

ie d
o

w
n

 a bit and w
ait till B

ig 
C

harles arrives.' 
B

ig C
harles, w

hose real nam
e w

as L
ouis Jacques D

ouher et, 
w

ho preferred to be called L
efranc but w

as know
n in M

arseilles 
as 'Jacques l'A

.m
erie.ain), and later as 'B

ig C
harles' because he 

w
as supposed to resem

ble de G
aulle, arrived in the capital a 

w
eek later. 

T
he disappearance of Jacques E

ousquet's car w
as the first serious 

stum
bling block his suppliers had encountered. T

he chnirm
an of 

this prosperous enterprise w
as Joseph O

rsini. A
t sixty, he belonged 

to
 th

e g
en

eratio
n
 o

f q
u
iet m

en
 b

u
t h

is id
eas w

ere m
o
re m

o
d
ern

. 
H

e realised that an age w
as draw

ing to an end and that only those 
w

ho could adapt to the rapid grow
th in trafficking w

ould survive. 
H

e had com
e back to N

gtM
eilas in 1958 after a few

 years in an 
A

m
erican penitentiary. H

e resum
ed his privileged position in the 

local underw
orld w

ithout difficulty. A
s early as 1930 his police 
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record referred to him
 as one of the first generation of traffickers 

w
ho gathered under the banner of V

enture C
arbone. 

A
fter th

e L
ib

eratio
n
 - lik

e h
is frien

d
 S

p
irito

 - h
e w

as p
ro

-

secu
ted

 fo
r h

o
ld

-u
p
s, attem

p
ted

 m
u
rd

er an
d
, o

f co
u
rse, co

l- 

laboration w
ith the enem

y. P
utting the A

tlantic O
cean betw

een 

h
im

self an
d
 th

e F
ren

ch
 G

o
v
ern

m
en

t, h
e arriv

ed
 in

 th
e U

n
ited

 

S
tates on board the cargo vessel A

thos II, w
ith papers in the nam

e 

of Joseph C
asabianca. H

e settled in an apartm
ent on W

est 85th 

S
treet in N

ew
 Y

ork. H
e w

as forty-three years old; a stocky m
an, 

w
ith heavy features, an im

posing nose and w
atchful brow

n eyes. 

H
e form

ed friendships w
ith various m

em
bers of the M

afia, and 

kept up his contacts w
ith the m

en from
 M

arseilles and C
orsica 

w
ho w

ere reconstituting the netw
orks broken up by the w

ar. H
e 

w
as the close associate of tw

o m
afiosi, S

chillitani and G
iannini, 

w
ho w

ere to be shot in 1952 on orders from
 C

osa N
ostra. 

A
rrested in 1951 by the U

S
 Im

m
igration D

epartm
ent forposses-

sion of false papers, O
rsini w

as interned on E
llis Island and charged 

w
ith drug trafficking. S

entenced to ten years, im
prisonm

ent, he 

w
as sent to L

eavenw
orth P

enitentiary w
here he stayed until his 

deportation in 1958. 
In M

arseilles he w
as reunited w

ith his brother F
ernand, tw

o 

years his junior; the sam
e burly build, the sam

e thick features, 

but in his case including a pair of surprising blue eyes. O
fficially he 

w
as running his cafe, le B

istrot M
arseillais, in the P

lace de R
om

e 

ju
st n

ear th
e P

refectu
re. In

 reality
, b

eh
in

d
 th

is façad
e h

e w
as 

closely connected w
ith several veterans such as M

arius A
nsaldi 

know
n as 'le N

iatelot'; D
om

inique R
eissent know

n as `N
ique-des-

C
arnim

', and S
pirito. 

N
ow

 that he w
as approaching sixty, Joseph seem

ed to be aim
ing 

at retirem
en

t in
 h

is lu
x
u
ry

 v
illa in

 th
e P

arc B
o
rely

. H
e liv

ed
 a 

com
fortable life and avoided excess of all kinds, even in dress. 

H
ow

ever, he did have a studio near the P
iscine V

allier w
here he 

could lie low
 if things w

ere to go badly. In fact, he had resum
ed the 

running of the team
 led by his brother F

ernand. 

H
e in

clu
d
ed

 F
ern

an
d
 in

 all h
is p

lan
s. T

o
g
eth

er th
ey

 w
ere 

looking for som
eone able and discreet to help them

 in their under- 
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taking: to organise netw
orks, find couriers and transporters, deal 

w
ith suppliers and clients; in short, supervise the w

hole operational 

sector of the business. T
heir choice fell on Jean N

. 

H
is reputation in the underw

orld w
as that of a m

an you could 

count on; he had been born in 1913 in S
artene, in C

orsica, of an 

irreproachable fam
ily H

e had com
e to P

aris w
here his obliging 

nature coupled w
ith his circum

spection very soon earned him
 the 

respect of the toughs of M
ontm

artre. In 1950 he becam
e  m

anager 

of a bar in rue N
otre D

am
e de L

orene, the C
h2teau d'If, w

here 

he w
as assisted by his devoted w

ife Suzy, a Jew
ess of Polish origin. 

S
even years later, and still enjoying the esteem

 of the denizens 

of his chosen w
orld, he w

as officially behind the bar of la C
it-

rouille in rue de D
ouai. In the m

eantim
e, he had done a num

ber 

of good turns, successfully handled several delicate affairs and 

proved that he w
as thoroughly trustw

orthy. 'W
hen Jeaanot gave 

his w
ord,' people said, 'it w

as as if he'd signed a con:rant.' O
n 2S

 

M
ay 1957, his bar w

as severely shot up, causing som
e dam

age 

to the frontage and the clientele. Q
uestioned by the police, he 

feigned astonishm
ent. H

e had been crouching be 
	
h
is b

ar 

and had seen nothing T
hat evening, at la C

itrouille, there had 

been no regulars and he had not been able to describe anyone. 

T
his reaction w

as m
uch appreciated, except by the police. 

D
isp

atch
ed

 b
y
 O

rsin
i, h

e b
eg

an
 to

 trav
el aro

u
n

d
 E

u
ro

p
e, 

particularly to M
ilan, R

om
e, G

enoa and S
anene. T

ne 7r:afiosi 

called him
 'the m

an w
ith the gold-rim

m
ed spectacles'. H

e w
as 

o
ften

 acco
m

p
an

ied
 b

y
 h

is assistan
t, Jacq

u
es D

o
u
h
eret, a'iA

s  

`Jacques l'A
m

ericain', alias B
ig C

harles, w
ho had been released 

from
 prison for good conduct tw

o years earlier. H
e had been 

sentenced to fifteen years' detention in 1950 after the burglary of 

the station post-office in M
ontparnasse. 

Jean N
 

w
as in

 ch
arg

e o
f th

e 'sm
u
g
g
lin

g
' sectio

n
. `Jacq

u
es 
 

l'A
rnericain' w

as sent to N
ew

 Y
ork by O

rsini to m
ake contact w

ith 

one of his form
er prison m

ates, B
eni Indivigiio. IndivigE

o be-

cam
e his client, as did the brothers R

om
ano, A

rnold and F
reder-

ick; they actually w
orked for a boss, the fam

ous m
afioso S

anto 

T
rafficante. 

r  
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G
rad

u
ally

, D
o
u
h
eret ex

ten
d
ed

 h
is stay

s o
n
 th

e o
th

er sid
e o

f 
the A

tlantic. H
eroin reached him

 in sm
all quantities: from

 six to 
tw

elve kilos at a tim
e. It w

as often brought to him
 by sailors or 

couriers engaged by N
. 	

- 
T

hese deliveries w
ere alw

ays m
ade by boat, in A

m
erican ports. 

O
rsini w

as not interested in the netw
orks set up by the pioneer 

d
ru

g
 traffick

ers A
n
san

 B
isto

n
i o

r Jean
-B

ap
tiste C

ro
ce in

 th
e 

C
arib

b
ean

 an
d
 M

ex
ico

, o
r in

 co
llab

o
ratio

n
 w

ith
 to

p
 C

an
ad

ian
 

m
afiosi G

iuseppe C
otroni's C

anadian netw
ork. N

or did he w
ish to 

associate w
ith com

petitors w
ho used aeroplanes. 

T
he O

rsinis w
ere also unw

illing to set up laboratories in w
hich 

they them
selves w

ould produce the heroin they exported. T
heir 

g
o

ld
en

 ru
le w

as alw
ay

s to
 k

eep
 clear o

f actu
ally

 h
an

d
lin

g
 th

e 
w

hite pow
der and to keep no w

ritten records. Joseph's ow
n head 

w
as his calculator and com

puter. 
T

h
ey

 m
erely

 p
assed

 o
n

 o
rd

ers to
 th

e v
ario

u
s clan

d
estin

e 
laboratories or to those w

ho financed them
. It w

as in this w
ay -: 

b
ecau

se th
ey

 h
ad

 a g
o

o
d

 rep
u

tatio
n

 o
n

 th
e m

ark
et - th

at th
ey

 
becam

e the clients of the best chem
ist in the w

orld in this field, 
until his arrest: Joseph C

esari. 
T

he success of this cautious and efficient organisation encouraged 
th

em
 to

 tak
e o

n
 co

m
p

eten
t p

artn
ers. F

ro
m

 1
9

6
1

 o
n

w
ard

s th
eir 

choice fell upon an experienced technician, A
chille C

ecchini. 

In M
arseilles, it w

as said that A
chille C

ecchini had started off in 
life as a p

o
licem

an
. H

e m
ig

h
t p

erh
ap

s h
av

e m
ad

e a su
ccessfu

l 
career in the police force had an unfortunate m

atter of theft not 
resu

lted
 in

 h
is b

ein
g

 sen
t to

 p
riso

n
 in

 1
9

4
3

. H
e ap

p
eared

 as a 
docker, then, at the tim

e of the L
iberation, as a m

ason. V
ery soon he 

w
as driving around in sum

ptuous cars, M
ercedes or A

lfa R
om

eos. 
D

iscreet surveillance allow
ed the `stups' inspectors to get an 

idea of the range of his contacts. H
e m

ixed w
ith notorious traf-

fickers, m
ooring a L

ebanese trafficker in G
enoa, driving on to la 

C
roisette at C

annes to dine w
ith the chief supplier of raw

 m
or-

phine in the M
iddle E

ast. B
ut he alw

ays m
anaged to avoid the 

trap
s th

at w
ere laid

 fo
r h

im
 

H
e w

as a young-looking forty, brow
n-haired, thin-lipped, w

ith 
a nutcracker chin in a plum

p but forceful face. H
e liked pretty 

girls and had a degree of success w
ith them

; he w
as open, hearty 

and generous. H
e w

as-also m
arried, and his w

ife kept a bar, the 
C

arm
en, on the V

ieux. P
ort. 'I do good business,' he w

ould say 
to

 th
o

se w
h

o
 ex

p
ressed

 su
rp

rise at h
is life sty

le. 'D
o

 h
av

e a 
pastis. It's on m

e.' 
C

ecchini had perm
anently entered the ranks of those w

hose 
prosperity w

as the rew
ard of their conscientiousness and assiduity. 

S
o
m

e d
ev

o
ted

 a p
art o

f th
eir fo

rtu
n
e to

 a p
assio

n
 o

r an
 id

eal. 
S

tockbreeding w
as C

esari's obsession. O
thers, like C

roce, pre-
ferred

 g
am

b
lin

g
. Jacq

u
es D

o
u

h
eret - w

h
o

 h
ad

 n
o

w
 settled

 in
 

S
p
ain

 - w
as a firm

 su
p
p
o
rter o

f A
lg

erie fran
caise. H

e g
av

e 
financial assistance to form

er O
A

S
 groups in exile. A

t his trial, 
tw

o professional killers from
 the organisation cam

e from
 M

adrid 
to testify in his favour. 'I carried out over tw

enty-four executions,' 
M

ich
el F

eisch
o

z ad
m

itted
. 'I co

u
ld

n
't say

 ex
actly

 h
o

w
 m

an
y

 
enem

ies of A
lg6rie francaise I shot,' added G

eorges C
a 1'.e. A

nd 
th

ey
 b

o
th

 ag
reed

 th
at D

o
u

h
eret h

ad
 b

een
 en

g
ag

ed
 in

 d
ru

g
-

trafficking on unofficial m
issions to fill the coffers of the O

A
S

. 
T

he m
ajority of those successful crim

inals concentrated on 
enjoying life in the m

ost ostentatious w
ay possible. T

hey set m
uch 

store by the outw
ard and visible.signs of w

ealth. T
hey kittea; them

-
selves out at the new

 m
ale couturiers, S

t L
aurent, C

ardin, L
apidus, 

freq
u
en

ted
 lu

x
u
ry

 h
o
tels an

d
 sh

o
w

ered
 th

eir less fo
rtu

n
ate 

friends w
ith gifts. A

n im
pressive num

ber of. jars of caviar and 
bottles of cham

pagne w
ere later found by the police in S

artne. 
F

or all these people, B
ousquet's m

ishap m
ade a juicy talking 

point. T
he loss of a hundred kilos of heroin w

as not the m
ost 

serious problem
. T

he circum
stances of its disappearance aroused 

suspicion. It w
as unlikely that it had been a m

atter of sheer chance, 
that young, sm

all-tim
e thieves w

ould have picked on a car w
ith-

out a distributor cap. It m
ight th

erefo
re h

av
e b

een
 u

n
d
erw

o
rld

 
irregulars w

ho w
ere acquainted w

ith the functioning of the net-
w

ork and could thus have guaranteed them
selves a good start -

w
ith no initial outlay - in an expanding business. T

he idea of 
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police provocation could not be dism
issed either. B

y causing the 
ju

n
k
 to

 d
isap

p
ear, th

e 'sn
ip

s' m
ig

h
t h

o
p
e to

 u
n
leash

 riv
alries 

am
ong the various crim

inal factions. A
ll they W

ould have to do 
then w

ould be to collect up the survivors in one vast haul. 

H
aving becom

e jo O
rsini's right-hand m

an, N
 began to aspire 

to
 a life sty

le th
at su

ited
 h

is ascen
t o

f th
e so

cial lad
d

er. F
ro

m
 

1960 caviar, cham
pagne and foie gran no longer seem

ed adequate 
sy

m
b
o
ls o

f h
av

in
g
 m

ad
e it. H

e d
isco

v
ered

 an
o
th

er in
terest 

w
hich enabled him

 to join the elite: a passion for hunting. F
our 

years before the m
ysterious vanishing trick on B

oulevard S
uchet, 

he w
as already dedicating him

self to it w
ith a plethora of special 

d
ress an

d
 eq

u
ip

m
en

t w
h
ich

 en
ab

led
 h

im
 to

 cu
t a d

ash
 in

 th
e 

m
ost exclusive clubs. 
H

e felt at case w
ith the fringe aristocracy and spent m

ost of his 
w

eekends accom
panied by the faithful S

uzy, on the estate of one 
of his friends w

ho ow
ned several hundred hectares in the S

ologne. 
It w

as called 'L
e P

etit C
olrain's' and w

as near S
ully-sur-L

oire. 
H

is host w
as called C

harles M
artel; how

ever, the only dynasty 
to w

hich he could claim
 to belong w

as that of the brothel-ow
ners, 

in w
hich hierarchy he occupied an irnportant place. A

t the begin-
ning of the last w

ar he had been the ow
ner of the fam

ous 'S
phinx'. 

A
fter having subjected a flock of m

eek and w
ell-schooled w

om
en 

to the bizarre desires of prelates, politicians, diplom
ats and indus-

trialists during the roaring tw
enties, after the collapse of F

rance in 
1

9
4

0
 h

e d
ev

o
ted

 h
im

self to
 th

e relax
atio

n
 an

d
 d

electatio
n

 o
f 

G
erm

an
 so

ld
iers o

f all ran
k

s. A
d

o
lf H

itler h
av

in
g

 d
ecid

ed
 to

 
m

ake P
aris the knocking-shop of E

urope, his undertaking could 
not fail. 

M
artel and N

 had know
n each other for a long tim

e. M
artel 

had been deported by som
e ungrateful clients shortly before the 

L
iberation for having afforded som

e slight help to the R
esistance 

and hidden arm
s on his S

ologne property. 
W

hen the w
ar ended, he none the less preferred to court oblivion 

and w
ent to C

anada to join his w
ife B

lanche, w
ho he had m

arried in 
1
9
3
0
, an

d
 th

e tw
o
 ch

ild
ren

 h
e h

ad
 ad

o
p
ted

 an
d
 n

o
t seen

 sin
ce  

1940. S
hortly after the F

irst W
orld W

ar, already ow
ner et's:eve:al 

hospitable brothels, B
lanche had m

arried a so.c.:1::aire in the touring 
C

om
edic francaise - a form

er partner of S
arah B

ernhardt, G
us-

tave .S
chcler. F

or the love of B
lanche, he had given up a life 

on the boards and becom
e converted to procuring. B

y his death, 
at the end of the tw

enties, the fam
ily  estate had grow

n considerably. 
In

 th
e ab

sen
ce o

f C
h

arles M
artel th

e ch
ain

 o
f b

ro
th

els an
d

 
night-clubs - w

hich had form
ed his fiancee's dow

ry fifteen years 
earlier - had enjoyed a new

 prosperity. 
In 1947 B

lanche's daughter, the heir apparent of this hedonistic 
em

pire, m
arried a young F

rench officer w
ith a brilliant service 

record, a holder of the L
egion d'honneur, the C

roix de G
uerre, 

the m
edallic de la R

esistance and m
edailic des E

vades. H
e w

as 
tw

enty-seven; his nam
e w

as A
lichel V

ictor M
. 

M
em

ories of the O
ccupation having faded, M

artel cam
e back 

to F
rance to settle at V

iclain and w
ork the property at L

e P
etit 

C
olm

ine. V
ictor M

 and his w
ife also w

ent to live W
ere and joined 

in the running of the estate. A
t w

eekends, various local w
orthies 

w
ere en

tertain
ed

 at th
e sh

o
o

tin
g

 lo
d

g
e, as w

ell as A
m

erican
 

officers stationed at C
hateauroux and various form

er contacts of 
the one-tim

e ow
ner of the 'S

phinx' - such as Jean N
 - w

ho had 
acquired enough polish to pass as businessm

en oc rich dealers. 

V
icto

r M
 h

ad
 ch

arm
; h

e w
as en

erg
etic an

d
 co

u
rag

eo
u

s an
d

 
had led an eventful life. H

e cam
e from

 L
orraine, had been re-

cruited by the G
erm

ans and in M
arch 1943 w

as currently a deiver 
fo

r th
e W

eh
rm

ach
t o

fficers in
 S

ete. H
e d

eserted
, aep

lied
 to

 
enter the police under the liar=

 of M
aurice V

alentin, w
as re-

captured by the G
erm

ans, escaped again and after the N
e-T

r:sandy 
landings found him

self at the head of a iraquis in the L
im

oges 
region, w

here he w
as know

n as M
ajor B

aptiste. It w
as said that 

he killed several dozen collaborators and G
estapo agents far 

G
uingouin, the fam

ous F
T

P
 leader of the region. C

aught up 
w

ith yet again by the G
erm

ans, he escaped this - -;anee by seizing the 
revolver and shooting the officer w

ho w
as questioning him

: 
. In 1946 he w

as in the B
lack F

orest w
ith the rank of captain. 
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H
e w

as com
m

anding a com
pany w

hose business w
as the pro-

tectio
n
 an

d
 ad

m
in

istratio
n
 o

f th
e reg

io
n
al h

ead
q
u
arters o

f th
e 

F
ren

ch
 co

u
n
ter-esp

io
n
ag

e. H
e w

as b
o
red

 w
ith

 h
is d

u
ties an

d
 

ap
p
lied

 to
 jo

in
 th

e S
D

E
C

E
, th

e F
ren

ch
 eq

u
iv

alen
t o

f th
e C

IA
. 

H
e retained his rank in the arm

y and seem
s to have been entrusted 

w
ith several m

issions for the F
rench S

ecret S
ervice - though they 

refu
se to

 co
n
firm

 th
is - in

 T
u
rk

ey
, G

erm
an

y
, M

o
ro

cco
 an

d
 ... 

C
anada. 
In 1955, eight years after his m

arriage, he w
as once again in 

contact w
ith C

olonel F
oucaud, w

ho had com
m

anded the head-
quarters in the B

lack F
orest. T

he F
rench arm

y fighting in A
lgeria 

'h
ad

 co
m

m
issio

n
ed

 F
o
u
cau

d
 to

 su
p
p
ly

 th
em

 w
ith

 en
g
in

es an
d
 

sp
are p

arts fo
r arm

o
u
red

 cars an
d
 tru

ck
s, fro

m
 th

e A
m

erican
 

m
ark

et. H
e ask

ed
 M

 - a fo
rm

er o
fficer in

 th
e O

rd
n
an

ce C
o
rp

s 
- to help him

 solve the problem
s of distribution and adaptation 

o
f th

is eq
u
ip

m
en

t. In
 1

9
5
8
, M

 p
u
t h

im
 in

 to
u
ch

 w
ith

 a firm
 

specialising in engine overhauling, called L
eca-T

intignaci  
.
 

V
ictor M

 w
as charm

ed by the cordiality and the elegance of the 
effusive Jean N

 at L
e P

etit C
olm

ine. H
is w

ife had reservations: 
`N

's o
rig

in
s an

d
 h

is rap
id

 rise to
 su

ccess are q
u

ite ev
id

en
t in

 
his behaviour,' she observed. 'H

e thinks he can get aw
ay w

ith 
an

y
th

in
g
.' It w

as n
u
e th

at th
e traffick

er w
as all th

e m
o
re self-

assured because M
artel w

as ri-irking of going back into business 
and takinzt part in the expanding clandestine trade. 'D

uring 1960,' 
N

 rev
ealed

 later, 'h
e talk

ed
 to

 m
e ab

o
u
t th

e o
p
p
o
rtu

n
ities h

e 
m

ight have of transporting drugs through his son-in-law
, w

ho 
had "official" m

eans. A
nd indeed a first transport w

as effected 
th

ro
u
g
h
 V

icto
r M

.' 
B

etw
een

 v
isits to

 th
e S

o
lo

g
n
e, Jean

 N
 w

as w
orking on the 

organisation of the netw
ork w

ith his M
arseilles associates. O

f 
course, V

ictor's 'official m
eans' of w

hich M
artel talked, consisted 

of his collaboration w
ith C

olonel F
oucaud, w

ho had retired tw
o 

years previously but continued to keep an eye on the A
m

erican 
m

o
to

r m
ark

et. T
h
at y

ear h
e sen

t M
 to

 O
h
io

, to
 m

ak
e a selec-

tion of som
e 'H

ercules' engines w
hich had been offered him

. 
In M

arseilles; the idea of using V
ictor M

 gained ground. T
he. 
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suggestion
.  of u

sing a saloon car to conceal the load of h
ero

in
 had 

been accepted
- T

y Jo O
rsini. A

chille C
eecluni, assisted by Jean 

N
, w

as to ove: :C
. the operation. F

or the fast trip, it w
as decided 

that only a lir :.red quantity of heroin, sixteen kilos, should be 
sent, by w

ay of dress rehearsal. 
E

verything w
as ready by the beginning of 1961. O

n 1 M
arch 

V
ictor purchased the saloon car, registration num

ber 3419 F
L

75. 
It seem

s unlikely that any special alterations w
ere carried cut, 

since by the tenth it w
as already on 	

the L
:?)errj. It w

ent 
through the custom

s w
ithout difficulty and Jacques D

ouheret 
took it over in N

ew
 Y

ork. 'T
he first "carrier" I m

et w
as V

ictor 
M

,' B
ig C

harles later adm
itted. 'T

hat dates back to M
arch 1961.' 

T
he goods safely delivered to the A

m
erican buyers and paym

ent 
effected, M

 returned to F
rance. 

It w
as then that a rather rem

arkable episode occurred. L
ike 

m
any unattached agents, M

 w
as invited to resum

e activities by 
the S

ervices S
pL

iaux (S
pecial S

ervices undercover operations). 
A

lgeria w
as in chaos. T

he O
A

S
 w

as at its m
ost active and w

as 
com

prom
ising governm

ent policy. A
ll the faithful w

ho had proven 
them

selves during the w
ar w

ere called in to help. 
A

t th
e b

eg
in

n
irg

 o
f A

p
ril, o

u
r h

ero
 w

as a p
aratro

o
p

er in
 

A
lgiers. H

is job w
as to infiltrate the O

A
S

. B
ack in m

a irL
'aied 

F
rance in June, he w

as arrested for distributing O
A

S
 prepaezzda 

leaflets in the P
aris streets, and interned. T

he E
inasineas of the 

pretext seem
s to indicate that it w

as a m
aiexul,re on the part of 

the S
pecial S

ervices. 
It succeeded. D

uring his detention, V
ictor M

 learned from
 

another prisoner, A
rm

and B
elvisi, that an attem

pt w
as seer_ to 

be m
ade on the life of G

eneral de G
aulle on the w

ay to C
olorahey-

les-deux-eglises. T
he plotters w

anted to set off a gas container 
full of explosives as his car w

ent by. 
T

he attem
pt did indeed take place and the head of state escaped 

w
ithout a scratch. O

fficial version: the charge did not explode 
properly. G

enerally accepted version: the `S
ervices S

pciae-x' 
had infiltrated the terrorist group. T

hey allow
ed the attack to 

take place, but defused the hom
e-m

ade bom
b to strengthen the 
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im
pression that the G

eneral led a charm
ed life and to reduce the 

sy
m

p
ath

y
 th

e O
A

S
 in

sp
ired

, at least am
o
n
g
 a p

o
rtio

n
 o

f th
e 

p
u
b
lic. A

s fo
r M

, in
 O

cto
b
er h

e w
as tak

en
 d

iscreetly
 to

 O
rly

 
and put on board a plane for C

anada. W
hether this w

as to keep 
him

 clear of possible O
A

S
 revenge or w

hether it w
as deportation 

p
u

re an
d

 sim
p

le, is u
n

clear. In
 an

y
 case w

e k
n

o
w

 th
at b

y
 2

4
 

N
ovem

bar, he w
as back in C

herbourg w
here he and B

ousquet 
em

barked on the O
ueen E

lizabeth for N
ew

 Y
ork. 

T
his first voyage together w

as m
ainly to observe the form

alities 
o

f th
e p

o
rt an

d
 cu

sto
m

s au
th

o
rities, an

d
 to

 m
ak

e co
n
tact w

ith
 

Jacques D
ouheret, w

ho w
as to take delivery of the m

erchandise for 
the A

m
erican client. 

T
w

o m
onths later, on 12 January 1962, B

ousquet set off again 
on the sam

e liner, but this tim
e w

ith a consignm
ent of sixty or so 

kilos w
hich he handed over to 'B

ig C
harles'. 

B
efore leaving C

herbourg, V
ictor M

 had introduced B
ousquet 

to Jean N
. 

 
`W

elcom
e to the club,' he had said w

ith a broad sm
ile w

hich 
co

n
cealed

 an
y

 ap
p

raisin
g

 g
lan

ce. 'V
icto

r is a g
o

o
d

 ju
d

g
e o

f 
character. I'm

 sure w
e'll w

ork w
ell together.' 

A
 regular series of trips w

as to be m
ade during the next three 

years.  

one solution: m
ake another delivery. B

ousquet had new
 heroin 

suppliers 	
:e. D

uring
-his num

erous trips to the U
S

, through 
D

ouheret, M
 had m

et the agents of the A
m

erican buyers —
 the 

O
rsini group. T

here w
as nothing to .prevent him

 from
 dealing 

directly —
 and discreetly —

 w
ith them

. T
here w

as no m
ore tall 

about the hundred m
issing kilos. 

A
lthough Joseph O

rsini and his friends had not been unconcilia-
tory, the reim

bursem
ent they dem

anded for the lost heroin did 
pose a diffic-ult problem

 for M
 and B

ousquet. In the end it w
as 

C
harles M

artel —
 now

 in bad health —
 w

ho helped them
 solve it. 

O
n tw

o occasions he gave his son-in-law
 a parcel of shares in 

th
e L

ab
o

rato
ires B

elto
n

 so
 th

at h
e co

u
ld

 n
eg

o
tiate th

em
 an

d
 

pay off his debt. A
n old offender, he knew

 that these w
ere obli-

g
atio

n
s o

n
e co

u
ld

 n
o
t escap

e in
 th

e u
n
d
erw

o
rld

. H
e also

 felt 
partly responsible. 

S
o

m
e d

ay
s later, V

icto
r h

an
d

ed
 Jean

 N
 a b

u
n

d
le o

f fo
rty

 
th

o
u

san
d

 d
o

llars. H
e w

o
u

ld
 p

ay
 th

e seco
n

d
 in

stalm
en

t o
n

 th
e 

date agreed. B
ousquet w

as to settle the balance during the sum
m

er. - 
T

o m
ake up for this drain on their resources, there w

as only 
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it out of the w
ater. W

hen they opened it, they found the body of 

a young m
an. A

fter lengthy investigations, the police discovered, to 

their am
azem

ent, that this w
as undoubtedly A

ndre C
ondernine, 

alias M
ario D

enis. H
is w

ife G
ilberte recognised several accom

pany-

ing objects unhesitatingly. 'T
hat gold chain w

ith the m
edallion. 

It's identical to the one I gave him
. T

he cuff-links are identical to 

the pair m
y husband w

ore. H
e told m

e he'd had them
 m

ade in 

B
uenos A

ires. I recognise the fastening system
.' 

T
he biggest trafficker betw

een the old and new
 w

orlds w
as 

thus w
ell and truly dead, presum

ably the victim
 of his accom

plices. 

H
is friends in the underw

orld, w
hether out of jealousy, or because 

they 'm
ew

 he w
as done for, had felt the need to silence him

 once 

and for all. S
uddenly suspicious and seized w

ith panic as a result 

of the severe blow
s the police had already dealt them

, the under-

w
orld purged itself of its ow

n accord. 

T
h
is d

id
 n

o
t n

ecessarily
 m

ean
 th

e d
eath

 o
f th

e 'M
arseilles 

netw
ork'. It had certainly been hard hit, and the M

arseilles under-

w
orld has not yet m

anaged to find any alternative activity w
hich 

w
ould be equally profitable. 

If the M
arseilles heroin problem

 w
as to recur it w

ould not be 

likely to recur in the form
 of another 'F

rench connection'. In the 

past, M
arseilles enjoyed a virtual m

onopoly of the drug. T
oday, if 

production w
ere resum

ed in M
arseilles, the C

hinese traffickers 

from
 H

ong K
ong w

ould not give up their privileged positions 

w
ithout a fight. A

m
sterdam

 is their bridgehead in E
urope. 

F
urtherm

ore, T
urkish nationals, arrested in W

est G
erm

any, 

have been found to be carriers of perfectly refined w
hite heroin. 

T
his seem

s to indicate that the T
urks are no longer m

ere suppliers 

of opium
 or raw

 m
orphine, but also have their ow

n laboratories. 

D
esp

ite A
n
k
ara's assu

ran
ces th

at th
e p

o
p
p
y
 harvest w

ould be 

rigorously controlled, the A
m

erican authorities 
have sounded 

the alarm
 and are now

 m
ore vigilant than ever. 
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