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R
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R
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O
N
L
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O
N
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W
A
S
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ann T
O
 LLD 	

1
1
 

1
9
6
3
, th

e g
reat co

u
rt d

ram
a o

f V
in

cen
n
es, w

h
ich

 h
ad

 h
eld

 
all F

rance in suspense for five w
eeks, cam

e to an end. 
T

he 28th of January had m
arked the opening in the great 

h
all o

f F
o
rt-N

eu
f at V

in
cen

n
es, n

ear P
aris, o

f th
e eag

erly
 

aw
aited

 case ag
ain

st th
e g

ro
u
p
 o

f assailan
ts w

h
o
, ' o

n
 

22nd A
ugust, 1962, had m

ade an alm
ost successful attem

pt 
on P

resident de G
aulle's life in the suburb of P

etit-C
lam

art, 
to

 th
e so

u
th

 o
f th

e cap
ital. 

O
n
e o

f th
e m

ain
 reaso

n
s fo

r th
is atm

o
sp

h
ere o

f ten
se 

ex
p
ectan

cy
 w

as th
e in

terp
lay

 o
f p

o
litics an

d
 ju

stice, w
h
ich

 
is so

 o
fte

n
 u

n
p
re

d
ic

ta
b
le

 in
 F

ra
n
c
e
. T

h
e
 c

a
se

 a
g
a
in

st 
B

astien
-T

h
iry

 an
d
 h

is co
m

p
an

io
n
s w

as, in
 fact, th

e last 
actio

n
 b

ro
u
g
h
t b

efo
re th

e S
u
p
rem

e M
ilitary

 C
o
u
rt. 

T
h
at M

ilitary
 C

o
u
rt h

ad
 b

een
 set u

p
 o

n
 2

7
th

 A
p
ril, 1

9
6
1
, 

by P
resident de G

aulle's G
overnm

ent by virtue of the special 
p
o
w

ers co
n
ferred

 o
n
 it b

y
 P

arliam
en

t. Its p
u
rp

o
se w

as to
 

try
 th

e g
en

erals in
v
o
lv

ed
 in

 th
e rev

o
lt in

 A
lg

iers, an
d
 th

en
 

o
th

er O
.A

.S
. terro

rists. D
irectly

 after th
e case ag

ain
st th

e 
lead

er o
f th

e rev
o
lt an

d
 S

u
p
rem

e C
h
ief o

f th
e S

ecret A
rm

y
 

O
rg

a
n
isa

tio
n
, G

e
n
e
ra

l R
a
o
u
l S

a
la

n
, w

h
o
 c

o
n
tra

ry
 to

 
expectation w

as not sentenced to death on 23rd M
ay, 1962, 

but m
erely to penal servitude for life, a new

 order dissolved 
th

e M
ilitary

 C
o
u
rt. 

Its p
la

c
e
 w

a
s to

 b
e
 ta

k
e
n
 b

y
 a

 S
u
p
re

m
e
 C

o
u
rt o

f 
judicature, the com

position and com
petence of w

hich could 
not, how

ever, be legally established until 15th January, 1963. 
T

h
e n

ew
 co

u
rt w

as to
 b

eg
in

 fu
n
ctio

n
in

g
 o

n
 2

5
th

 F
eb

ru
ary

. 
F

o
r th

e
 d

e
fe

n
d
a
n
ts a

t V
in

c
e
n
n
e
s th

e
 q

u
e
stio

n
 a

s to
 

w
h
eth

er th
eir case w

o
u
ld

 b
e co

n
d
u
cted

 en
tirely

 b
efo

re th
e 

M
ilitary

 C
o
u
rt o

r w
o
u
ld

 b
e tran

sferred
 fro

m
 it to

 th
e n

ew
 

co
u
rt w

as in
 th

e tru
est sen

se o
f th

e p
h
rase a m

atter o
f life 

and death. A
n appeal can be lodged against the sentences of 

th
e latter at th

e C
o
u
rt o

f A
p
p
eal, w

h
ereas th

e sen
ten

ces o
f 

the M
ilitary C

ourt w
ere final. 

S
o
, fro

m
 th

e first d
ay

 o
f th

e case o
n
w

ard
s, th

e d
efen

ce 
endeavoured to prolong the proceedings beyond 25th F

eb-
ru

ary
, so

 th
at th

e co
m

p
eten

ce o
f th

e M
ilitary

 C
o
u
rt w

o
u
ld

 
expire before the verdict w

as reached. T
he G

overnm
ent saw

 
th

ro
u
g
h
 th

ese tactics, h
o
w

ev
er, an

d
 h

asten
ed

 to
 su

b
m

it a 
new

 B
ill to P

arliam
ent, by m

eans of w
hich the com

petence 
o
f th

e M
ilitary

 C
o
u
rt co

u
ld

 b
e ex

ten
d
ed

 u
n
til all cases 

pending w
ere concluded. 

In
 th

e m
id

d
le o

f F
eb

ru
ary

, th
e N

atio
n
al A

ssem
b
ly

 
ad

o
p
ted

 it b
y
 a larg

e m
ajo

rity
, an

d
 th

e p
ro

test w
h
ich

 cam
e 

im
m

ediately afterw
ards from

 the S
enate had no effect. A

s a 
result, the proceedings against B

astien-T
hiry and his fellow

-
conspirators w

ere concluded before the M
ilitary C

ourt. 
T

h
e
 v

e
rd

ic
t, w

h
ic

h
 w

a
s a

n
n
o
u
n
c
e
d
 o

n
 4

th
 M

a
rc

h
, 

fo
llo

w
ed

 in
 essen

ce th
e d

em
an

d
s o

f th
e 

p
ro

secu
tio

n
. T

h
e 

th
ree m

ain
 d

efen
d
an

ts, 
jean

-M
arie B

astien
-T

h
iry

, A
lain

 
B

o
u
g
ren

et d
e la T

o
en

ay
e an

d
 Jacq

u
es P

re v
est, w

ere 
sen

ten
ced

 to
 d

eath
. T

h
ree eth

er d
eath

 sen
ten

ces w
ere 

passed on accom
plices still at large, nam

ely, G
eorges W

atin, 
S

erge B
ernier and L

ajos M
arton. G

erard B
uisines, L

ouis de 
C

onde and Jean-P
ierre N

audin (the last tw
o are still at large) 

w
ere condem

ned to penal servitude for life. 
T

he other defendants, all of them
 present, w

ere sentenced 
to

 d
ifferen

t term
s o

f 
im

p
riso

n
m

en
t. P

ierre M
ag

ad
e 

and 
P

ascal B
ertin w

ere given fifteen years' p
en

al serv
itu

d
e each; 

th
e H

u
n
g
arian

 L
aszlo

 V
arg

a w
as g

iv
en

 ten
 y

ears an
d
 w

as 
fo

rb
id

d
en

 to
 resid

e 
in

 F
ran

ce fo
r ten

 y
ears; A

lp
h
o
n
se 

C
onstantin w

as sent to prison for seven years, an
d
 E

tien
n
e 

D
u
casse fo

r th
ree. T

h
e case ag

ain
st a seco

n
d
 H

u
n
g
arian

 
involved in the attack, G

yula S
ari, w

ho w
as not arrested till 

ab
o
u
t th

e en
d
 o

f th
e trial, o

n
 2

2
n
d
 F

eb
ru

ary
, w

as n
o
t 

co
n
sid

ered
 w

ith
 th

e rest. A
s th

ere w
as n

o
 ap

p
eal ag

ain
st 

sen
ten

ces o
f th

e M
ilitary

 C
o
u
rt, th

e fate o
f th

e th
ree 



T
H

E
 O

.A
.S

. 

C
h

a
p

ter 5
 

T
H

E
 O

.A
.S

. 

B
E

F
O

R
E

 w
e d

eal w
ith

 th
e first w

o
u

ld
-b

e assassin
 o

f d
e G

au
lle 

w
h
o
se n

am
e h

as b
een

 m
ad

e p
u
b
lic, H

en
ri M

an
o
u
ry

, an
d
 h

is 
co

m
p

an
io

n
s an

d
 th

o
se w

h
o

 h
av

e so
u

g
h

t to
 em

u
late h

im
, it 

is n
ecessary

 to
 g

o
 b

riefly
 in

to
 th

e early
 h

isto
ry

 an
d

 d
ev

elo
p

.. 
m

en
t o

f th
at secret terro

rist o
rg

an
isatio

n
 w

h
ich

 w
as b

eh
in

d
 

it a
ll. 

T
h

e O
.A

.S
., as w

e h
av

e m
en

tio
n

ed
 alread

y
, ro

se o
u

t o
f a 

secret allian
ce b

etw
een

 th
e stau

n
ch

 su
p

p
o

rters o
f F

ren
ch

 
co

lo
n
ial d

o
m

in
io

n
 in

 N
o

rth
 A

frica, th
e so

-called
 " U

ltras," 
an

d
 th

o
se o

th
ers, m

ain
ly

 h
ig

h
-ran

k
in

g
 o

fficers w
h

o
, m

o
re fo

r 
p

restig
e reaso

n
s th

an
 fo

r self-in
terest, w

ere also
 reso

lv
ed

 
w

ith
 all th

e m
ean

s at th
eir co

m
m

an
d

 to
 p

rev
en

t A
lg

eria 
fro

m
 b

eco
m

in
g

 in
d

ep
en

d
en

t. 
T

h
e O

.A
.S

. w
as estab

lish
ed

 in
 F

eb
ru

ary
, 1

9
6

1
 as a k

in
d

 o
f 

p
aren

t asso
ciatio

n
 fo

r d
ifferen

t sm
all terro

rist g
ro

u
p
s alread

y
 

in
 e

x
iste

n
c
e
 a

t a
 se

c
re

t se
ssio

n
 in

 M
a
d
rid

 in
 w

h
ic

h
 tw

o
 

g
ro

u
p
s co

n
sp

irin
g
 ag

ain
st d

e G
au

lle's G
o
v
ern

m
en

t to
o
k
 p

art. 
O

n
 th

e o
n

e h
an

d
 th

ere w
as th

e g
ro

u
p

 o
f em

ig
ran

ts u
n

d
er 

th
e lead

ersh
ip

 o
f O

rtiz an
d

 L
ag

aillard
e w

h
o

 h
ad

 m
an

n
ed

 
th

e b
arricad

es in
 A

lg
iers at th

e b
eg

in
n

in
g

 o
f 1

9
6

0
 an

d
 h

ad
 

su
b

seq
u

en
tly

 so
u

g
h

t asy
lu

m
 in

 S
p

ain
. A

n
d

 o
n

 th
e o

th
er 

h
a
n

d
 th

e
re

 w
e
re

 th
e
 re

p
re

se
n

ta
tiv

e
s o

f th
e
 th

e
n

 se
c
re

t 
" F

ro
n

d
e " o

r in
su

rrectio
n

 ag
ain

st d
e G

au
lle w

ith
in

 th
e arm

y
, 

u
n

d
er th

e lead
ersh

ip
 o

f G
en

eral R
ao

u
l S

alan
. 

In
 th

e F
ren

ch
, an

d
 to

 so
m

e ex
ten

t in
 th

e fo
reig

n
, P

ress  

o
n
e o

ccasio
n
ally

 read
 at th

e tim
e th

at th
e O

.A
.S

. w
as a 

" F
ascist " o

rg
an

isatio
n

. B
u

t th
at w

as n
o

t q
u

ite co
rrect. 

A
m

ong the O
.A

.S
. leaders know

n by nam
e there w

ere indeed 
a n

u
m

b
er o

f d
y
ed

-in
-th

e-w
o
o
l F

ascists, fo
r ex

am
p
le, th

e 
young theorist of the organisation Jean-Jacques S

usini or the 
re

b
e
l O

rtiz
, w

h
o
 h

a
d
 a

lre
a
d
y
 b

e
e
n
 c

a
sh

ie
re

d
. A

n
d
 th

e
 

m
eth

o
d

s o
f th

e O
.A

.S
. w

ere certain
ly

 v
ery

 lik
e th

o
se o

f th
e 

F
ascists. 
B

u
t th

e lead
in

g
 m

en
 o

f th
e O

.A
.S

., i.e., th
e g

ro
u

p
 o

f h
ig

h
-

ran
k
in

g
 o

fficers w
h
o
 stag

ed
 th

e rev
o
lt in

 A
lg

iers o
n
 2

2
.n

cl 
A

p
ril, 1

9
6

1
 an

d
 w

ere th
en

 " sy
m

b
o

lically
 " co

n
d

em
n

ed
 to

 
d
eath

, w
ere n

o
t really

 p
o
litically

 m
in

d
ed

. A
lth

o
u
g
h
 th

ey
 

could not indeed be classed as supporters of free dem
ocracy, 

th
ey

 d
id

 n
o

t su
b

scrib
e to

 p
u

rely
 F

ascist id
eals. 

W
h

at in
sp

ired
 S

alan
 an

d
 G

erd
y

, G
o

d
ard

 an
d

 G
erd

es an
d

 
all th

e o
th

ers, th
o
se refracto

ry
 g

en
erals an

d
 co

lo
n
els, w

h
at 

im
p
elled

 th
em

 to
 co

m
m

it ev
er m

o
re crim

es w
as m

isg
u
id

ed
 

p
atrio

tism
. It w

as th
eir d

esire to
 k

eep
 A

lg
eria, w

h
ich

 h
ad

 
b

elo
n

g
ed

 to
 F

ran
ce fo

r o
v

er 1
3

0
 y

ears, F
ren

ch
 fo

r ev
er. 

T
h
e O

.A
.S

., created
 b

y
 th

em
, d

id
 n

o
t th

erefo
re en

d
eav

o
u
r 

to
 set u

p
 a d

esp
o
tic F

ascist reg
im

e, alth
o
u
g
h
 th

e p
o
ssib

ility
 

co
u
ld

 n
o
t b

e ex
clu

d
ed

 th
at its d

ev
elo

p
m

en
t m

ig
h
t h

av
e b

een
 

in
 th

at d
irectio

n
 if th

ere h
ad

 b
een

 a su
ccessfu

l rev
o

lt. It 
p

u
rsu

ed
 tw

o
 m

ain
 o

h
ects: firstly

, to
 fig

h
t to

 th
e b

itter en
d

 
th

e F
.L

.N
., th

e d
o

m
in

an
t o

rg
an

isatio
n

 am
o

n
g

 th
e M

o
slem

 
p
o
p
u
latio

n
 o

f A
lg

eria, u
sin

g
 th

e v
ery

 sam
e terro

rist m
eth

o
d
s 

as th
ey

 d
id

, an
d

, seco
n

d
ly

, to
 " p

u
n

ish
 " all F

ren
ch

 p
eo

p
le 

w
h

o
 ad

v
o

cated
 th

e so
-called

 " p
o

litiq
u

e d
e l'ab

an
d

o
n

," i.e., 
the gradual relinquishing of A

lgeria. 
If w

e w
an

t to
 fin

d
 an

 h
isto

rical p
reced

en
t fo

r th
e O

.A
.S

. 
w

e m
u
st g

o
 b

ack
 to

 th
e secret so

cieties in
 G

erm
an

y
 in

 th
e 

tw
en

ties. T
h
en

, as is n
o
w

 th
e case in

 F
ran

ce, th
e alleg

ed
 

su
p
p
o
rters o

f a " p
o
litiq

u
e d

e l'ab
an

d
o
n
" w

ere th
e targ

et. 
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T
h

en
 as n

o
w

 th
e w

atch
w

o
rd

 w
as: T

h
e S

o
ciety

 w
ill d

eal 
w

ith
 traito

rs. . . . 
A

rranged according to rank, the senior officers w
ho joined 

th
e co

n
sp

iracy
 ag

ain
st P

resid
en

t d
e G

au
lle fo

rm
ed

, as it 
w

ere, a series o
f co

n
cen

tric circles. N
o
t all o

f th
em

 w
ere 

m
em

bers from
 the start. S

om
e joined only as tim

e w
ent on. 

T
h
e elite o

f th
e o

rg
an

isatio
n

 co
n
sisted

 o
f a g

ro
u

p
 o

f fiv
e 

g
en

erals, n
am

ely
, th

e fo
rm

er S
u
p
rem

e C
o
m

m
an

d
er in

 
A

lg
eria, R

ao
u
l S

alim
, w

h
o
 b

o
re th

e n
o
t o

v
er-m

o
d
est co

d
e-

nam
e of " S

oleil (S
un) in the O

.A
.S

. 
H

is seco
n

d
-in

-co
m

m
an

d
, G

en
eral P

au
l G

ard
y

, w
h

o
 h

ad
 

b
een

 In
sp

ecto
r-G

en
eral o

f th
e F

o
reig

n
 L

eg
io

n
 fo

r a lo
n

g
 

tim
e. • 

G
en

eral E
d
m

o
n
d
 Jo

u
h
au

d
 (co

d
e-n

am
e " C

o
m

p
ag

n
o
n
 ") 

w
h
o
 h

ad
 b

een
 b

o
rn

 in
 A

lg
eria an

d
 w

as th
e o

n
ly

 " B
lack

 
F

o
o
t " in

 th
is ex

alted
 co

m
p
an

y
. H

e co
m

m
an

d
ed

 th
e O

.A
.S

. 
groups in the O

ran area until his arrest. 
T

he tw
o generals M

aurice C
halle and A

ndre Z
eller, w

ho, 
in sp

ite o
f th

eir illu
strio

u
s p

ast in
 th

e arm
y
, d

id
 n

o
t p

lay
 an

 
im

portant part in the O
.A

.S
. 

A
ro

u
n
d
 th

is lead
in

g
 g

ro
u
p
 cam

e th
e circle o

f co
lo

n
els, 

consisting of the follow
ing m

en: 
Iv

es G
o

d
ard

 (5
1

), w
h

o
 w

as lo
n

g
 assu

m
ed

 to
 b

e th
e m

o
st 

im
p

o
rtan

t o
f th

e O
.A

.S
. rin

g
lead

ers, b
u

t d
id

 n
o

t p
lay

 th
e 

leading role expected of him
 after all. 

C
olonel G

odard w
as an old soldier experienced in battle. 

H
e w

on his spurs in the R
esistance (for tw

o years he w
as the 

seco
n

d
-in

-co
m

m
an

d
 o

f th
e M

aq
u

is in
 H

au
te-S

av
o

ie) an
d

 
after th

e W
ar h

e serv
ed

 fo
r a n

u
m

b
er o

f y
ears in

 In
d
o
n
esia 

an
d

 A
lg

eria. H
e h

ad
, m

o
reo

v
er, b

een
 train

ed
 at th

e fam
o

u
s 

m
ilitary academ

y of S
t. C

yr. 
In 1956 G

odard w
as assigned as C

hief of S
taff to the then 

C
o

m
m

an
d

er o
f th

e 1
0

th
 P

aratro
o

p
 D

iv
isio

n
 in

 A
lg

iers, 
L

ieu
ten

an
t-G

en
eral Jacq

u
es M

assu
. In

 th
e fo

llo
w

in
g
 y

ear  

h
e stag

ed
 th

e g
reat m

ilitary
 an

d
 p

o
lice actio

n
 ag

ain
st 

the 
C

asb
ali, afterw

ard
s called

 th
e " B

attle o
f A

lg
iers" b

ecau
se 

it stru
ck

 a d
ecisiv

e b
lo

w
 at th

e p
o
w

er o
f th

e F
.L

.N
. in

 th
e . 

A
lgerian capital. 
F

o
r n

early
 th

ree y
ears —

 fro
m

 1
7
th

 M
ay

, 1
9
5
3
 to

 F
eb

-
ru

ary
, 1

9
6

1
 —

G
o

d
ard

 w
as C

h
ief o

f th
e S

ecu
rity

 P
o

lice in
 

A
lgiers, the very organisation that he said he w

ould fight to 
the bitter end after he left their service. 

C
o
lo

n
el Jean

 G
ard

es (b
o
rn

 4
th

 O
cto

b
er, 1

9
1
4
) w

h
o
, as 

C
h
ief o

f th
e 5

th
 B

u
reau

 w
ith

 th
e G

en
eral S

taff in
 A

lg
iers, 

had conducted psychological w
arfare against the insurgents. 

C
o
lo

n
el A

n
to

in
e A

rg
o
u
d
, w

h
o
m

 w
e sh

all o
ften

 m
eet in

 
this book. T

here w
ill be a detailed account of the m

an him
- 

self and his life in one of the later chapters. 
T

here w
ere also C

olonels R
oland V

audrey, Joseph B
rc. - iizat, 

H
enri D

ufour (C
om

m
ander of the 1st P

aratroop R
egim

ent 
w

h
ich

 p
lay

ed
 a lead

in
g

 p
art in

 th
e G

en
erals' R

ev
o

lt o
f 

22nd A
pril, 1061), P

ierre C
hateau-Johert, w

ho did not join 
th

e O
.A

.S
. till th

e b
eg

in
n
in

g
 o

f 1
9
6
2
, an

d
 fin

ally
 C

o
lo

n
el 

L
acheroy. 
T

h
en

 cam
e th

 circle 	
atairlsellt.fe

n
n
L

a
jil;th

s1 - , o
f 

w
hom

 k 	
low

ing in particular have played an im
portant 

part : 
R

en
6

. S
erp

en
t w

h
o

 w
as in

 th
e co

n
fid

en
ce o

f C
o

lo
n

el 
A

rg
o
u
d
 an

d
 w

o
rk

ed
 in

 clo
se co

-o
p
eratio

n
 w

ith
 h

im
 an

d
 w

as 
later rew

ard
ed

 w
ith

 th
e d

esig
n
atio

n
 

of 
" C

h
ie

f o
f th

e
 

G
eneral S

taff " of the O
.A

.S
. in F

rance itself. 
Jean-M

arie 
C

u
ru

tch
et, also

 an
 im

m
ed

iate co
lleag

u
e o

f 

A
rgoud, w

h
o
 d

irected
 o

n
e o

f th
e m

o
st im

p
o
rtan

t sp
ecial 

d
ep

artm
en

ts o
f th

e O
.A

.S
., n

am
ely

, O
.R

.O
. O

rg
an

isatio
n

 de 
ren

seig
n
em

cn
t et d

'o
p

eratio
n

, i.e., th
e In

tellig
en

ce S
erv

ice 

of the O
.A

.S
.). 

.L:12.2
1
er
_

2
1

_
2

2
.u

ars_
f3

2
), 

o
fficer, d

escrib
ed

 b
y
 th

e n
ew

 sp
, p

er L
e o

n
d
e in

 ari cco
u
n
t 



3
2
 	

D
E

 G
A

U
L

L
E

 A
N

D
 IIIS

 M
U

R
D

E
R

E
R

S
 

o
f h

is 1
 ife

p
 

C
rav

en
tu

re (so
1

0-ier. of fortune). 
=

a
lly

 w
e
 m

u
st m

e
n
tio

n
 a

 n
u
m

b
e
r o

f c
iv

ilia
n
s w

h
o
 a

lso
 

p
lay

ed
 an

 im
p

o
rtan

t p
art in

 th
e fo

rm
atio

n
 o

r su
b

seq
u

en
t 

d
ev

elo
p

m
en

t o
f th

e O
.A

.S
. 

T
h
ey

 in
clu

d
ed

, ap
art fro

m
 G

eo
rg

es B
id

au
lt w

h
o
 w

ill b
e 

d
ealt w

ith
 in

 so
m

e d
etail in

 a later ch
ap

ter, ab
o
v
e all th

e 
fo

rm
er G

o
v
ern

o
r-G

en
eral o

f A
lg

eria (in
 1

9
5
5
) Jacq

u
es 

S
o
u
stelle w

h
o
 w

as M
in

ister o
f In

fo
rm

atio
n
 (1

0
5
8
-5

9
) in

 
d

e G
au

lle's first C
ab

in
et after h

is retu
rn

 to
 p

o
w

er. 
T

h
ere w

as also
 a certain

 D
r. Jean

-C
lau

d
e P

erez, lead
er fo

r 
m

an
y
 y

ears o
f th

e F
ren

ch
 U

ltras in
 A

lg
eria, w

h
o
 lo

o
k
ed

 after 
the C

ivilian Intelligence S
ervice of the O

.A
.S

., 
A

n
d
 th

e fo
rm

er S
u
b
-P

refect Jacq
u
es A

ch
ard

, d
escrib

ed
 b

y
 

th
e w

eek
ly

 
C

a
n
d
id

e o
n
 7

th
 M

arch
, 1

9
6
3
 as b

ein
g
 in

 th
e 

o
p

in
io

n
 o

f th
e p

o
lice " th

e m
o

st d
an

g
ero

u
s m

an
 o

f all an
d

 
p
erfectly

 cap
ab

le o
f carry

in
g
 o

u
t an

 attem
p
t o

n
 d

e G
au

lle's 
life

 sin
g
le

-h
a
n
d
e
d
. . . " 

A
 

C
h
a
p
te

i 6
 • 

T
H

E
 "T

H
IR

D
 M

IS
S

IO
N

 " P
L

O
T

 

/ 
	

h
it g

iv
in

g
 u

p
 th

e fig
h
t fo

r A
lg

eria in
 Ju

n
e, 1

5
6
2
, sh

o
rtly

 
b

efo
re it w

as d
eclared

 in
d

ep
en

d
en

t, th
e O

.A
.S

. tu
rn

ed
 th

eir 
m

ain
 atten

tio
n
 to

 F
ran

ce itself. T
h
e terro

rists w
h
o
 w

ere 
resid

en
t th

ere o
r h

ad
 co

m
e flo

o
d
in

g
 b

ack
 fro

m
 A

lzeria (th
ey

 
are also

 called
 " A

ctiv
ists " in

 F
ran

ce) w
ere co

m
b
in

ed
 in

 
tw

o
 m

ain
 g

ro
u

p
s, term

ed
 " M

issio
n

 II " an
d

 " M
issio

n
 III." 

T
h
e h

ead
 o

f M
issio

n
 III, m

ad
e.u

p
 m

ain
ly

 o
f civ

ilian
s (in

-
clu

d
in

g
 m

an
y
 stu

d
en

ts, w
as th

e m
an

u
factu

rer A
n
d
re C

an
al, 

fo
rty

-eig
h
t y

ears o
f ag

e, fo
rm

er o
w

n
er o

f a m
etal firm

 in
 

A
lg

iers. C
an

al, w
h
o
 h

as a g
lass ey

e w
h
ich

 h
e u

sed
 to

 h
id

e 
w

ith
 a d

ark
en

ed
 m

o
n
o
cle, b

o
re th

e n
ick

n
am

e —
 an

d
 it w

as 
also

 h
is co

d
e-n

am
e —

 o
f " T

h
e M

o
n
o
cle." H

e w
as arrested

 
o

n
 5

th
 M

ay
, 1

9
6

2
 an

d
 w

as co
n

d
em

n
ed

 to
 d

eath
 o

n
 1

7
th

 
S

ep
tem

b
er, b

u
t h

is sen
ten

ce w
as so

o
n
 afterw

ard
s co

m
m

u
ted

 
to

 p
en

al serv
itu

d
e fo

r life b
y

 d
e G

au
lle. H

is " ad
ju

tan
t," th

e 
u

n
su

ccessfu
l stu

d
en

t Jean
-M

arie V
in

cen
t, h

ad
 th

e sam
e 

sev
ere sen

ten
ce m

eted
 o

u
t to

 h
im

. 

T
h

e m
ain

 task
 o

f M
issio

n
 III w

as to
 o

rg
an

ise th
e p

lastic 
b

o
m

b
 attack

s in
 P

aris an
d

 th
e p

ro
v

in
ces. A

m
o

n
g

 th
ese 

in
cid

en
ts th

e " b
lu

e n
ig

h
t " o

f I7
th

 Jan
u

ary
, 1

9
6

2
, d

u
rin

g
 

w
hich the bursting of bom

bs could be heard all night long in 
P

aris, is p
articu

larly
 w

ell k
n

o
w

n
. T

h
ese attack

s w
ere carried

 
out by groups w

ho called them
selves " A

lphas " (A
lpha 1, 

3, 4, etc.). 

a 
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T
H

E
 R

E
S

IS
T

A
N

C
E

 C
O

U
N

C
IL

 

A
F

T
E

R
 B

astien
-T

h
iry

 h
ad

 m
ad

e u
p
 h

is m
in

d
 to

 jo
in

 th
e 

M
u
rd

erers o
f d

e G
au

lle C
lu

b
," h

e secretly
 g

o
t in

 to
u
ch

 at 
th

e en
d
 o

f M
arch

, 1
9
6
2
 w

ith
 th

e lead
ers o

f th
e so

-called
 

"N
atio

n
al R

esistan
ce C

o
u
n
cil (C

.N
.R

.—
" C

o
n
seil N

atio
n
al 

d
e la R

esistan
ce ") w

h
ich

 h
ad

 b
een

 fo
rm

ed
 a sh

o
rt tim

e 
b

efo
re u

n
d

er th
e ch

airm
an

sh
ip

 o
f th

e fo
rm

er P
rim

e M
in

ister 
G

eo
rg

es B
id

au
lt. 

T
h
e co

m
p
o
sitio

n
 o

f th
at C

o
u
n
cil, w

h
ich

 th
en

 to
o
k
 o

v
er 

co
m

m
an

d
 o

f th
e u

n
d
erg

ro
u
n
d
 m

o
v
em

en
t ag

ain
st P

resid
en

t 
d

e G
au

lle's G
o

v
ern

m
en

t fro
m

 th
e O

.A
.S

., w
h

ich
 h

ad
 b

een
 

serio
u

sly
 d

iscred
ited

 b
y

 th
e ev

en
ts in

 A
lg

eria, h
as n

ev
er 

b
een

 a secret —
 at an

y
 rate n

o
t as far as th

e m
en

 at th
e to

p
 

are co
n
cern

ed
. 

T
h
e actu

al E
x
ecu

tiv
e C

o
m

m
ittee w

as m
ad

e u
p
 o

f fo
u
r 

p
e
o
p
le

: B
id

a
u
lt w

h
o
 w

a
s th

e
 C

h
a
irm

a
n
 a

n
d
 " S

h
a
d
o
w

 
P

rem
ier;" Jacq

u
es S

o
u

stelle, fo
rm

er G
o

v
ern

o
r-G

en
eral in

 
A

lg
eria an

d
 M

in
ister o

f In
fo

rm
atio

n
 in

 d
e G

au
lle's G

o
v

ern
-

m
en

t (1
9
5
S

-5
9
); ex

-G
en

eral P
au

l G
ard

y
, fo

rm
er In

sp
ecto

r-
G

en
eral o

f th
e F

o
reig

n
 L

eg
io

n
 an

d
, sin

ce th
e arrest o

f S
alan

, 
th

e h
ig

h
est-ran

k
in

g
 o

fficer in
 th

e O
.A

.S
.; also

 ex
-G

en
eral 

A
n

to
in

e A
rg

o
u

d
, C

h
ief o

f th
e G

en
eral S

taff o
f th

e S
u

p
rem

e 
C

o
m

m
an

d
er in

 A
lg

iers, G
en

eral Jacq
u
es M

assu
. 

O
f th

e tw
o
 p

o
litician

s an
d
 tw

o
 so

ld
iers n

am
ed

, it w
as in

 
b

o
th

 in
stan

ces th
e eld

er (n
am

ely
, B

id
au

lt, w
h

o
 is six

ty
-th

ree 
y

ears o
f ag

e, an
d

 th
e six

ty
-o

n
e-y

ear-o
ld

 G
en

eral G
ard

y
) w

h
o

  

w
ere th

e m
en

 o
f straw

, w
h

ilst th
e tw

o
 y

o
u

n
g

er m
en

, S
o

u
s-

telle an
d
 A

rg
o
u
d
, w

ere the m
en of action. 

T
h
e k

ey
 p

erso
n
ality

 in
 th

e C
o
u
n
cil, at least latterly

, w
as 

C
o

lo
n

el A
rg

o
u

d
, at an

y
 rate as far as th

e actio
n

s d
irected

 
ag

ain
st d

e G
au

lle's reg
im

e in
 F

ran
ce are co

n
cern

ed
, carried

 
out under the code-nam

e of " M
ission II." 

A
n

d
 w

h
at o

f B
id

au
lt ? A

 clev
er, cu

ltu
red

 m
an

 w
h

o
 in

 h
is 

y
o

u
n

g
er d

ay
s h

ad
 m

ad
e a n

am
e fo

r h
im

self as th
e co

u
r-

ag
eo

u
s lead

er o
f an

o
th

er u
n
d
erg

ro
u
n
d
 m

o
v
em

en
t —

 at th
at 

tim
e h

e led
, w

ith
 d

e G
au

lle, th
e first, an

d
 real, " C

o
n

seil 
N

atio
n
al d

e la R
esistan

ce " ag
ain

st th
e G

erm
an

 arm
y
 o

f 
o

ccu
p

atio
n

 in
 F

ran
ce. T

o
d

ay
 h

e certain
ly

 d
o

es n
o

t h
av

e in
 

h
im

 th
e stu

ff o
f w

h
ich

 th
e lead

er o
f a su

b
v
ersiv

e m
o
v
em

en
t 

is m
ad

e. 
D

e G
au

lle, h
is frien

d
 an

d
 fello

w
-cam

p
aig

n
er in

 th
e y

ears 
1
9
4
0
-4

5
, h

as n
ev

er m
ad

e an
y
 secret o

f h
is co

n
tem

p
t fo

r th
e 

" ch
ief o

p
p

o
n

en
t" o

f later d
ay

s. T
h

is is sh
o

w
n

, am
o

n
g

st 
o
th

er th
in

g
s, b

y
 tw

o
 b

itin
g
 rem

ark
s m

ad
e b

y
 th

e G
en

eral 
and lm

oven only to his intim
ate friends. 

W
h
en

 at th
e en

d
 o

f M
arch

, 1
9
6
2
 th

e P
resid

en
t learn

ed
 

th
a
t B

id
a
u
lt h

a
d

 ta
k

e
n

 o
v

e
r th

e
 c

h
a
irm

a
n

sh
ip

 o
f th

e
 

N
atio

n
al R

esistan
ce C

o
u

n
cil, h

e m
ad

e th
e fo

llo
w

in
g

 co
m

- 
m

e
n

t : " W
e
ll, g

o
o

d
 n

e
w

s a
t la

st." A
n

d
 w

h
e
n

 a
fte

r th
e
 

attack
 m

ad
e o

n
 2

2
n
d
 A

u
g
u
st it w

as rep
o
rted

 to
 h

im
 th

at 
B

id
au

lt h
ad

 d
eclared

 ab
ro

ad
 th

at h
e h

ad
 b

een
 resp

o
n

sib
le 

fo
r it, d

e G
au

lle rem
ark

ed
 d

rily
, " H

e certain
ly

 flatters h
im

-
self." 

T
h
e actu

al fact o
f th

e m
atter is th

at B
id

au
lt w

as resp
o
n
-

sib
le fo

r th
e actio

n
 o

f 2
2
n
d
 A

u
g
u
st o

n
ly

 in
 h

is cap
acity

 as 
n
o
m

in
al ch

ief o
f th

e C
.N

.R
. N

o
n
e o

f th
e p

riso
n
ers tried

 at 
V

in
c
e
n

n
e
s d

isp
u

te
d

 th
e
 fa

c
t th

a
t th

e
 a

tte
m

p
t h

a
d

 b
e
e
n

 
carried

 o
u

t o
n

 b
eh

alf o
f th

at C
o

u
n

cil. O
n

 th
e co

n
trary

 m
o

st 
of them

, including B
astien-T

hiry, m
ade a point of confirm

ing 
th

is. 



M
o
reo

v
er, th

e R
esistan

ce C
o
u
n
cil fo

rm
ally

 to
o
k
 u

p
o
n
 

itself th
e resp

o
n
sib

ility
 fo

r th
e attack

. Im
m

ed
iately

 after-

w
ard

s it p
u
b
lish

ed
 an

 "o
fficial co

m
m

u
n
iq

u
e," w

h
ich

 stated
: 

" O
n
 2

2
n
d
 A

u
g
u
st, 1

0
6
2
 at 8

.3
0
 p

.m
. a d

etach
m

en
t o

f th
e 1

st 

S
p
ecial D

u
ty

 R
eg

im
en

t attack
ed

 th
e m

o
to

rcad
e o

f th
e P

resi-

d
en

t o
f th

e R
ep

u
b
lic o

n
 N

atio
n
al H

ig
h
w

ay
 3

0
9
 (th

e co
rrect 

n
u
m

b
er is 3

0
3
 - J.J.) n

ear th
e P

etit-C
lam

art cro
ss-ro

ad
s w

ith
 

su
b
-m

ach
in

e g
u
n
s an

d
 m

ach
in

e-g
u
n
s. T

h
at o

p
eratio

n
 w

as 

carried
 o

u
t o

n
 th

e o
rd

ers o
f th

e S
u
p
rem

e M
ilitary

 C
o
m

m
an

d
 

fo
r F

ran
ce in

 k
eep

in
g
 w

ith
 th

e d
irectiv

es o
f th

e E
x
ecu

tiv
e 

C
o

m
m

ittee o
f th

e C
.N

.R
." (cf. L

e M
o
n
d
e o

f 2
n
d
 F

eb
ru

ary
, 

1903). 
T

h
e
 te

x
t o

f th
a
t " c

o
m

m
u
n
iq

u
é
 " w

a
s su

p
p
lie

d
 to

 th
e
 

F
ren

ch
 P

ress in
 en

v
elo

p
es b

earin
g
 th

e stam
p
 o

f th
e N

atio
n
al 

A
ssem

b
ly

. A
 co

m
m

u
n
icatio

n
 w

as also
 en

clo
sed

, statin
g
 th

at 

" G
en

eral d
e G

au
lle w

as o
n
 3

rd
 Ju

ly
, 1

0
6
2
 co

n
d
em

n
ed

 to
 

d
e
a
th

 in
 a

b
se

n
tia

 fo
r h

ig
h
 tre

a
so

n
 b

y
 se

n
te

n
c
e
 o

f th
e
 

M
ilitary

 C
o
u
rt." 

In
 co

n
n
ectio

n
 w

ith
 th

is cu
rio

u
s "d

eath
 sen

ten
ce," to

 w
h
ich

 

h
e referred

 ag
ain

 an
d
 ag

ain
 to

 ju
stify

 h
is actio

n
, B

astien
-

T
h
iry

 m
ad

e th
e in

terestin
g
 statem

en
t at th

e trial at V
in

-

cen
n
es th

at th
e " M

ilitary
 C

o
u
rt " ap

p
o
in

ted
 b

y
 th

e C
.N

.R
. 

co
n

sisted
 o

f tw
o

 g
en

erals an
d

 fo
u

r co
lo

n
els o

n
 active service. 

T
h

e
 " se

n
te

n
c
e
 " w

a
s p

a
sse

d
 o

n
 th

e
 v

e
ry

 d
a
y

 o
n

 w
h

ic
h

 

d
e G

au
lle p

ro
claim

ed
 th

e in
d
ep

en
d
en

ce o
f A

lg
eria, w

h
ich

 

w
as co

n
sid

ered
 b

y
 th

e O
.A

.S
. an

d
 C

.N
.R

. p
eo

p
le as a serio

u
s 

v
io

latio
n
 o

f th
e co

n
stitu

tio
n
 an

d
 h

ig
h
 treaso

n
. 

W
ith

 th
e
 p

u
b
lic

a
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 a

b
o
v
e
-m

e
n
tio

n
e
d
 " c

o
m

-

m
u
n
iq

u
e" th

e R
esistan

ce C
o
u
n
cil co

m
m

itted
 a g

rav
e tactical 

erro
r fo

r w
h
ich

 th
ey

 w
ere to

 su
ffer later o

n
. In

 th
e " o

fficial " 

tex
t it w

as stated
 th

at th
e attem

p
t h

ad
 b

een
 carried

 o
u
t " o

n
 

th
e o

rd
ers o

f th
e S

u
p
rem

e M
ilitary

 C
o
m

m
an

d
 fo

r F
ran

ce." 

T
h
is w

as certain
ly

 an
 in

d
irect in

d
icatio

n
 th

at th
e actu

al 

o
rg

an
iser o

f th
e attem

p
t at P

etit-C
lam

art w
as ex

-C
o
lo

n
el 

A
n
to

in
e
 A

rg
o
u
d
. F

o
r th

o
se

 in
 th

e
 k

n
o
w

 it w
a
s a

 c
le

a
r 

pointer. 
In

 th
is co

n
n
ectio

n
 it m

ay
 b

e rem
em

b
ered

 th
at A

rg
o
u
d
 in

 

h
is in

terv
iew

 w
ith

 
Spiegel 

(N
o
v
em

b
er 1

0
th

, 
1ck:3) 

said
 

th
e fo

llo
w

in
g
 ab

o
u
t th

e co
m

p
o
sitio

n
 o

f th
e C

.N
.R

.: " A
t th

e 

head of the C
ouncil is a com

m
ittee w

hose C
hairm

an is M
on-

sieu
r G

eo
rg

es B
id

au
lt. 

W
ith

in
 th

e ra
n
ks o

f th
e E

xecu
tive 

C
om

m
ittee 1 m

yself deal w
ith F

rance. A
n
d
 it is th

e task
 o

f 

M
in

ister Jacq
u
es S

o
u
stelle to

 p
ro

v
id

e th
e liaiso

n
 w

ith
 n

eig
h
-

b
o
u
rin

g
 states." 

A
lth

o
u
g
h
 th

a
t in

te
rv

ie
w

 w
a
s n

o
t p

u
b
lish

e
d
 u

n
til th

e
 

b
eg

in
n
in

g
 o

f M
arch

, 1
9
6
.3

, after A
rg

o
u
d
 h

ad
 b

een
 k

id
n
ap

-

ped from
 M

unich, it is know
n to have taken place aw

ay back 

in
 O

cto
b
er, 1

9
6
2
. In

 th
e lig

h
t o

f th
is fact a fu

rth
er rem

ark
 

b
y
 A

rg
o
u
d
 b

eco
m

es h
ig

h
ly

 sig
n
iiican

t : ". . . I w
as also

 in
 

F
ran

ce in
 th

e last few
 m

o
n
th

s." T
h
at is to

 say
, h

e w
as th

ere 

a
b
o
u
t th

e
 tim

e
 th

a
t th

e
 a

tta
c
k
 a

t P
e
tit-C

la
m

a
rt w

a
s 

o
rg

an
ised

. 
If fu

rth
er ev

id
en

ce w
ere n

eed
ed

 th
at A

rg
o
u
d
 w

as th
e m

an
 

w
h
o
 h

ad
 really

 p
u
lled

 th
e strin

g
s it w

as p
ro

v
id

ed
 b

y
 th

e 

trial at V
in

cen
n
es. D

u
rin

g
 th

e p
ro

ceed
in

g
s o

n
 2

7
th

 F
eb

ru
ary

.. 

B
astien

-T
h

iry
, in

 an
sw

er to
 a d

irect q
u

estio
n

 fro
m

 th
e P

re-

sid
in

g
 Ju

d
g
e: " W

h
o
 w

as y
o
u
r lead

er ? W
as it A

rg
o
u
d
 ? - 

adm
itted frankly : " Y

es, it w
as A

rgoud." 

T
h
e th

ird
 attem

p
t o

n
 d

e G
au

lle's life h
ad

 b
een

 fo
iled

 

b
arely

 tw
o
 w

eek
s b

efo
re, an

d
 ag

ain
 it w

as sh
o
w

n
 th

at th
e 

ch
ain

 o
f co

m
m

an
d
s stretch

ed
 b

ack
 to

 th
e " S

u
p
rem

e C
o
rn

-

m
an

d
er " fo

r F
ran

ce w
h
o
 w

as th
en

 sp
en

d
in

g
 h

is last d
ay

s o
f 

freed
o
m

 in
 G

erm
an

y
 an

d
 Italy

. 

O
n
ly

 so
m

eo
n
e k

n
o
w

in
g
 all th

is w
ill u

n
d
erstan

d
 w

h
y
 th

e  

F
ren

ch
 S

ecret S
erv

ice m
ad

e ev
ery

 effo
rt to

 lay
 h

an
d
s o

n
 

A
rg

o
u

d
. It w

as th
e o

n
ly

 w
ay

 to
 p

rev
en

t a fu
rth

er attem
p
t b

y
 

M
issio

n
 II on the P

resident's life. 
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4
'i 



5
4
 	

D
E G

A
U

LLE A
N

D
 H

IS M
U

R
D

ER
ER

S 

B
u
t th

e jo
k
e is th

at in
 sp

ite o
f all th

e d
iscip

lin
ary

 m
easu

res 
ad

o
p
ted

 b
y
 th

e M
in

ister o
f D

efen
ce, M

essm
er, th

e sam
e 

th
in

g
 h

ap
p
en

ed
 ag

ain
 in

 S
ep

tem
b
er. A

g
ain

 A
rg

o
u
d
 trav

elled
 

u
n
m

o
lested

 fro
m

 o
n
e g

arriso
n
 to

 an
o
th

er, n
o
t m

erely
 in

 
o
rd

er to
 in

cite th
e o

fficers to
 reb

el ag
ain

st d
e G

au
lle (as h

e 
h
ad

 d
o
n
e in

 th
e sp

rin
g
), b

u
t also

 to
 o

rg
an

ise a k
in

d
 o

f air-
lift to

 A
lg

eria. 
In

 a
c
tu

a
l fa

c
t, in

c
re

d
ib

le
 a

s th
is m

a
y
 so

u
n
d
, b

e
c
a
u
se

 
A

lgeria 
w

a
s in

d
e
p
e
n
d
e
n
t b

y
 th

a
t tim

e
, A

rg
o
u
d
 a

n
d
 th

e
 

o
rn

c
e
rs in

 sy
m

p
a
th

y
 w

ith
 h

im
, sta

tio
n
e
d
 in

 th
e
 F

e
d
e
ra

l 
R

ep
u
b
lic, o

rg
an

ised
 a secret air lin

k
 w

ith
 th

e airfield
 o

f 
B

o
u
farik

, to
 th

e so
u
th

 o
f A

lg
iers, w

h
ich

 w
as still u

n
d
er 

F
re

n
c
h
 c

o
n
tro

l. T
h
is h

a
d
 th

e
 tw

o
fo

ld
 a

im
 o

f sm
u
g

gling 
O

.A
.S. ag

en
ts an

d
 w

eap
o
n
s in

to
 A

lg
eria an

d
 b

rin
g
in

g
 frien

d
s 

w
h
o
 w

e
re

 in
 d

a
n
g
e
r in

 A
lg

e
ria

 to
 sa

fe
ty

 in
 E

u
ro

p
e
 (L

e 
M

onde, 2
6
th

 S
ep

tem
b
er, 1

9
6
2
). 

W
h
at m

ak
es th

e k
id

n
ap

p
in

g
 o

f A
rg

o
u
d
 fro

m
 M

u
n
ich

, 
w

h
ich

 w
as carried

 o
u
t in

 v
io

latio
n
 o

f in
tern

atio
n
al law

, so
 

su
sp

icio
u
s is th

e fact th
at a m

an
 fo

r w
h
o
se arrest w

arran
ts 

h
ad

 b
een

 sen
t o

u
t, w

as ab
le to

 m
o
v
e alm

o
st w

ith
o
u
t restric-

tio
n
 u

n
til v

ery
 recen

tly
 in

 areas co
n
tro

lled
 b

y
 F

ran
ce. T

h
e 

F
ren

ch
 m

ilitary
 au

th
o
rities in

 G
erm

an
y
 co

u
ld

 o
f co

u
rse h

av
e 

arrested
 th

e fu
g
itiv

e ex
-o

fficer leg
ally

 at an
y
 tim

e as th
ey

 
ex

ercise fu
ll ju

risd
ictio

n
 at th

eir o
w

n
 cam

p
s. B

u
t th

ey
 d

id
 

n
o
t d

o
 so

, b
u
t left it to

 th
e S

ecret P
o
lice to

 h
an

d
 th

e elu
siv

e 
tra

ito
r o

v
e
r to

 th
e
 F

re
n
c
h
 a

u
th

o
ritie

s in
 a

 h
ig

h
ly

 ille
g
a
l 

m
an

n
er. A

n
d
 so

 C
o
lo

n
el A

rg
o
u
d
, w

h
o
 h

ad
 fo

u
n
d
 asy

lu
m

 at 
th

e b
arrack

s o
f B

ad
en

-B
ad

en
 an

d
 R

astatt, w
as to

 m
eet h

is 
d
o
o
m

 at a p
eacefu

l M
u
n
ich

 h
o
tel. 

C
hapter 11 

T
H

E
 A

S
S

A
U

L
T

 D
E

T
A

C
H

M
E

N
T

 

IT
 w

as learn
ed

 fro
m

 B
astien

-T
h
iry

's o
w

n
 lip

s th
at th

e co
n
-

n
ectio

n
 b

etw
een

 h
im

self an
d
 th

e N
atio

n
al R

esistan
ce C

o
u
n
-

cil w
as estab

lish
ed

 v
ia a so

-called
 " S

tu
d
y
 G

ro
u
p
," w

h
o
se 

ta
sk

 it w
a
s to

 a
rra

n
g
e
 a

tta
c
k
s o

n
 th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t. A

s th
e
 

d
efen

d
an

ts at V
in

cen
n
es stated

 ag
ain

 an
d
 ag

ain
 h

e w
as n

o
t 

g
o
in

g
 to

 b
e k

illed
, b

u
t m

erely
 k

id
n
ap

p
ed

. A
fter th

at b
e w

as 
to

 b
e h

au
led

 b
efo

re a m
ilitary

 co
u
rt, in

 so
m

e secret p
lace 

th
at w

as w
ell g

u
ard

ed
, an

d
 co

n
d
em

n
ed

 to
 d

eath
 o

n
ce m

o
re 

fo
r h

ig
h
 treaso

n
, an

d
 fin

ally
 ex

ecu
ted

. 
W

h
eth

er o
r to

 w
h
at ex

ten
t th

is k
id

n
ap

p
in

g
 th

eo
ry

 is to
 b

e 
b
eliev

ed
 w

ill b
e ex

am
in

ed
 carefu

lly
 later o

n
. A

t th
is p

o
in

t 
let u

s m
erely

 state th
at th

at arg
u
m

en
t p

lay
ed

 an
 im

p
o
rtan

t 
p
art at V

in
cen

n
es an

d
 th

at th
e aim

 to
 k

id
n
ap

 d
e G

au
lle h

ad
 

a v
ital effect o

n
 th

e co
m

p
o
sitio

n
 o

f th
e assau

lt d
etach

m
en

t 
an

d
 o

n
 th

e w
ay

 in
 w

h
ich

 th
e v

ario
u
s p

lan
s to

 attack
 h

im
 

w
ere w

o
rk

ed
 o

u
t. 

B
astien

-T
h
iry

 d
id

 n
o
t rev

eal w
h
o
 th

e m
em

b
ers o

f th
e 

S
tu

d
y
 G

ro
u
p
 w

ere, b
u
t th

e F
ren

ch
 p

o
lice b

eliev
e th

ey
 !m

o
w

 
the nam

es of different people w
ho belonged to it. F

irst of all, 
A

rg
o
u
d
 h

im
self, also

 tw
o
 ex

-cap
tain

s, R
en

e S
erg

en
t an

d
 

Jean
 C

aru
tch

et, th
e first o

f w
h
o
m

 w
as A

rg
o
u
d
's " C

h
ief o

f 
S

taff," an
d
 th

e o
th

er a m
an

 w
h
o
 w

o
rk

ed
 in

 clo
se co

llab
o
ra-

tio
n
 w

ith
 h

im
. It is said

, m
o
reo

v
er, th

at C
aru

tch
et h

as n
o
w

 
su

cceed
ed

 A
rg

o
u
d
 as ch

ief o
f M

issio
n
 II. 	

ex - can
tain

 
Je

a
n
 R

e
n
d
 S

o
lik

re
, w

h
o
 is n

o
w

 liv
in

e ,  in
 S

n
ain

 sc 
c- 



D
6 	

D
E

 
G

A
U

L
L

E
 A

N
D

 IIIS
 M

U
R

D
E

R
E

R
S

 

to
 h

av
e p

lav
cd

 	
a
d
in

g
 p

a
rt in

 p
la

n
n
in

g
 th

e
 a

tta
c
k
 a

t 
11(.7177

1
7
1
7
7
:7

=
'

r 
""=

e
7

e
7

T
ru

th
 th

e
re

 m
a
y

 b
e
 in

 a
ll th

is, it is a
 d

e
fin

ite
 

fact th
at B

astien
-T

h
iry

 w
as in

stru
cted

 b
y

 th
e S

tu
d

y
 G

ro
u

p
 

to
 fo

rm
 an

 assau
lt p

arty
. Its m

em
b

ers w
ere to

 b
e, ab

o
v

e all, 
g
o
o
d
 sh

o
ts an

d
 p

o
ssess v

ario
u
s tech

n
ical ab

ilities (as, fo
r 

ex
am

p
le, m

o
to

r m
ech

an
ics, electrician

s, etc.). 
L

et u
s n

o
w

 lo
o

k
 at th

e in
d

iv
id

u
al m

em
b

ers o
f th

e d
etach

- 
m

en
t, in

 so
 far as th

eir liv
es an

d
 p

erso
n
alities h

av
e b

een
 

rev
ealed

 b
y
 th

e trial at V
in

cen
n
es. 

T
h

e seco
n

d
 m

o
st im

p
o

rtan
t m

an
 in

 th
e u

n
d

ertak
in

g
 w

as 
A

lain
 B

o
u

g
ren

et d
e In

 T
o

cn
ay

e, scio
n

 o
f an

 o
ld

 an
d

 n
o

b
le 

fam
ily

 fro
m

 B
rittan

y
 w

h
ich

, as h
e h

im
self p

u
t it in

 C
o
u
rt, 

h
ad

 g
iv

en
 " F

ran
ce cru

sad
ers, ro

b
b
er k

n
ig

h
ts an

d
 o

fficers." 
T

h
e d

efen
d

an
t h

im
self w

as o
n

e o
f th

o
se o

fficers, b
u

t at 
th

e
 a

g
e
 o

f th
irty

-six
 h

e
 h

a
d

 o
n

ly
 re

a
c
h

e
d

 th
e
 ra

n
k

 o
f 

lieu
ten

an
t, w

h
ilst h

is frien
d
 B

astien
-T

h
irv

, w
h
o
 w

as o
n
e y

ear 
y

o
u

n
g

er, w
as alread

y
 a lieu

ten
an

t-co
lo

n
el. 

B
o
u
g
ren

et d
e la T

o
cn

ay
e, a sm

all, slig
h
t fig

u
re, b

ald
 an

d
 

su
llen

, in
d

u
lg

ed
 in

 p
assio

n
ate o

u
tb

u
rsts b

efo
re th

e C
o

u
rt 

ag
ain

st th
e H

ead
 o

f S
tate w

h
o
m

 h
e h

ad
 v

ain
ly

 tried
 to

 k
ill. 

Jacq
u
es P

i'2v
o

st w
as a m

an
 o

f a q
u

ite d
ifferen

t stam
p

 an
d

 
W

aS
 th

e seco
n

d
 d

ep
u

ty
 lead

er o
f th

e d
etach

m
en

t. H
e w

as a 
fo

rm
er p

aratro
o
p
er an

d
 b

elo
n
g
ed

 to
 th

e n
arro

w
 circle o

f 
so

ld
ats p

erd
u
s." H

e h
ad

 b
een

 p
resen

t at th
e d

itb
acle o

f 
D

ien
 B

ien
 P

h
u

 an
d

 later o
n

 h
ad

 fo
u

g
h

t fo
r an

o
th

er lo
st 

cau
se in

 A
lg

eria. 
B

u
t h

is b
eh

av
io

u
r w

as certain
ly

 n
o
t th

at o
f a so

ld
ier o

f 
fo

rtu
n
e. O

n
 th

e co
n
trary

, h
e w

as m
o
d
est, alm

o
st g

en
tle, an

d
 

p
erh

ap
s a little n

aïv
e. H

e seem
ed

 th
e m

o
st lik

eab
le o

f all th
e 

d
efen

d
an

ts. 
In

 co
n

trast to
 B

astien
-T

h
iry

 an
d

 B
o

u
g

ren
et d

e In
 T

o
cn

ay
e, 

P
rtIv

o
st cam

e fro
m

 q
u
ite a h

u
m

b
le h

o
m

e. T
h
irty

-tw
o
 y

ears 
o
f ag

e, h
e lo

st h
is fath

er w
h
en

 h
e w

as q
u
ite y

o
u
n
g
. H

is 

A
S

S
A

U
L

T
 D

E
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m
o
th

er w
as a v

ariety
 artiste. S

o
 th

e b
o
y
 g

rew
 u

p
 in

 th
e 

atm
o
sp

h
ere o

f m
u
sic-h

all an
d
 cab

aret life an
d
 receiv

ed
 a 

p
o
o
r ed

u
catio

n
. H

e w
as a sen

tim
en

talist an
d
 id

ealist in
 th

e 
o

p
in

io
n

 o
f o

n
e p

sy
ch

o
lo

g
ical ex

p
ert. " Y

es, b
u

t h
e is also

 a 
m

an
 w

h
o

 p
o

n
d

ers o
v

er p
ro

b
lem

s v
ery

 carefu
lly

," ad
d

ed
 

an
o

th
er. 

A
 ch

aracteristic act o
n
 th

e p
art o

f P
r6

v
o
st w

as to
 sh

ield
 

one of his fellow
-defendants at the risk of his ow

n life. W
hen 

th
e P

u
b

lic P
ro

secu
to

r ask
ed

 fo
r a d

eath
 sen

ten
ce to

 b
e p

ro
-

n
o

u
n

ced
 o

n
 G

ch
.ard

 B
u

isin
es, a fo

rm
er F

o
reig

n
 L

eg
io

n
ary

, 
b
ecau

se h
e h

ad
 sh

o
t at d

e G
au

lle's car, b
u
t d

em
an

d
ed

 o
n
ly

 
p
en

al serv
itu

d
e fo

r life fo
r P

r6
v
o
st, th

e latter d
eclared

. " I 
g

av
e B

u
isin

es th
e o

rd
er to

 sh
o

o
t. S

o
 if th

e d
eath

 sen
ten

ce is 
req

u
ired

, it m
u

st b
e p

assed
 o

n
 m

e, an
d

 n
o

t en
 B

u
isin

es." 
T

h
e C

o
u
rt d

id
 as h

e ask
ed

 an
d
 co

n
d
em

n
ed

 h
im

 to
 d

eath
, 

w
h
ilst B

u
isin

es w
as let o

ff w
ith

 a life sen
ten

ce. 
If o

u
r criterio

n
 fo

r m
easu

rin
g

 th
e relativ

e im
p

o
rtan

ce o
f 

th
e in

d
iv

id
u

al m
em

b
ers o

f th
e assau

lt d
etach

m
en

t is th
e 

sev
erity

 o
f th

e sen
ten

ce p
assed

 o
n

 each
, th

en
 th

e m
en

 w
h

o
 

co
m

e n
ex

t m
u
st b

e G
eo

rg
es \V

atin
, S

erg
e B

ern
ier an

d
 

L
ajo

s M
arto

n
 w

h
o
 w

ere all co
n
d
em

n
ed

 to
 d

eath
 in

 th
eir 

ab
sen

ce. O
f th

e th
ree, w

e h
av

e d
etails o

n
ly

 ab
o
u
t \V

atin
. 

T
h
e fu

g
itiv

e G
eo

rg
es W

atin
 is u

n
d
o
u
b
ted

ly
 a h

ig
h
ly

 d
an

-
g
ero

u
s m

an
. H

e w
as in

v
o
lv

ed
 also

 in
 th

e attack
 p

lan
n
ed

 fo
r 

F
eb

ru
ary

, 1
9

6
3

, w
h

ich
 w

e sh
all d

iscu
ss later. T

h
is u

n
co

u
th

, 
bull-necked m

an w
ith crew

-cut black hair looks sinister. A
nd 

h
e is. A

lth
o

u
g

h
 ag

ricu
ltu

re w
as h

is real lin
e, \V

atin
, ag

ed
 

ab
o

u
t fo

rty
, ran

 a flo
u

rish
in

g
 restau

ran
t in

 A
lg

iers. T
h

ere h
e 

jo
in

ed
 a terro

rist g
ro

u
p

 m
ad

e u
p

 o
f U

ltras an
d

 is su
p

p
o

sed
 

to
 h

av
e p

lay
ed

 a p
art in

 th
e attack

 m
ad

e w
ith

 an
ti-tan

k
 g

u
n

s 
o

n
 th

e th
en

 S
u

p
rem

e C
o

m
m

an
d

er, G
en

eral S
alan

, in
 1

9
5

7
, 

a m
atter th

at h
as n

ev
er b

een
 p

ro
p

erly
 cleared

 u
p

. In
 D

ecem
-

b
er, 1

9
6
0
 \V

atin
 w

as ex
p
elled

 fro
m

 A
lg

eria o
n
 th

e o
rd

ers 
o
f th

e G
o
v
ern

m
en

t in
 P

aris an
d
 th

ereu
p
o
n
 retu

rn
ed

 to
 h

is 
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since 

since 

anent 

,ve rrl - 

We re 

.illing 

utu in 

of the 

ims of 5 
ory of 

uction 

sion to 
and 

lose of 

st'. 
s, and 

7ds the 

1 non-
arning 

parat-

t. The 

;alised 
abiriet 

dcd to 
avian-

back 

ht for 

lizarrc 

forgiven.' Tshombe thought so little of this offer that he 

described it to the Spanish police as a trap. 

al5):.1.2kL33.tt haritirc trrmccl 	 just 

as readily as Tshombe didi thc.y feared that he might be  

assassin--ated ;IT3m Khicie.r the Alcrerian politician shot irt‘  

Madrid, despitethemccs lic_c_of_tal..:0_RiairkcLthes.detectives. 

rraillTilladrid and get him away from there to 

Africa did not seem physically possible; but by ill luck a 

mercenary officer had advised Tshombe that his more im-

portant conferences about a return to the Congo — a subject 

in which the Central Intellic!ence Agency was intensely, if  

unfuourably. interested — could be held with less risk of 

supervision by that zealous body if he would make trips to 

the holiday island of Majorca. It was there in Palma that 

M.2jor Hoare had seen him in December 1966 and Major 

John 	Peters, despite his disruptive role in the Tshombe coup ." 

of 1966, was another visitor. He was due to meet Tshombe 

there late in June 1967. Tshombe had come to like the 

luxurious Hotel de Mar in Palma. It appealed to the 

European facets of his chaz-acter. There was an elegant 

clientele of holidaymakers. He liked the vast view of the 

Mediterranean from the secluded windows of his suite. It 

was a quiet place in which to scheme out his Congo plans. 

The advice given to him may have been quite sincere, but it 

was also true.  that only 240 miles of open sea lay between 

Palma and the inhospitable coast of Algeria. 

tetl to 

1967. 
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