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The M
ystery E

xplosive 

T
h
e g

rm
t p

ro
b
lem

 w
h
ich

 still p
u
zzles stu

d
=

ts o
f th

e P
o
n
t-su

r-S
ein

e 
assassirstion atternpt is the reason for its f.:ilure. E

verything had been 
w

orhed out and oeganised to guarantee success. V
illem

andy had pressed 
his button at the right raorr.ent to

 w
ith

in
 a tenth of a second; ignition 

had occurred w
hen it should. B

ut the bom
b did not explode; the napalm

 
produced 

a
 curtain

-of 
fire but half-burnt slabs of plastic w

ere found 
strew

n all over the road. 
T

he first idea w
hich occurs to any student of these troubious tim

es is 
that a third party had penetrated the circuit and had doctored the bom

b. 
O

ne thinl-s, of course, cf th
e F

ren
ch

 secret serv
ice, th

e SDE
C

E, w
hich 

im
datibtedly had w

ind of the affair and could have intervened. 
T

his story does not hold w
ater. T

he bom
b contained nearly too lbs 

of plastic and w
as connected to a canister con:airing t.venty litres of 

n
ap

alm
. N

o
 seer:: serv

ice in
 th

e w
o

rld
 co

u
ld

 h
av

e tal.:en
 th

e risk
 o

f 
allow

- L
e..:; such a device to cocplode at half-cock beneath the w

heels of the 
presi,icnt's car. W

e rrror...t therefore look for s' m
e other, and infinitely 

m
ore subtle, form

 of intervention by the SD
E

Q
. 

It is best first to elim
inate the other theories, in particular that based 

on the supposition that the detonator failed to function properly. T
he 

report dravm
. up at the requ

es t o
f M

 
M

. H
enry T

heret, exam
ining m

agis-
trate. in the H

igh C
ourt of the S

eine departrn=
t, by tw

o highly qualified 
ex-pc=

 is iT
hurair-ating on this subject. T

his report by 'national ex-per s' 
as they Ire entitled, is signed by H

enri F
orestier, chief engineer of the 

P
aris M

unicipal linbcrator-v and head of the E
xplosives D

ivision, and 
M

arc N
.V

ili- net, C
o=

cr..dc.r. of the L
egion. of I--ionour, D

octor of S
cience 

a
n

d
 s=

ic
rle

c -..-ar=
 at th

e E
co

le P
o
ly - technique. (C

ollege of K
ilitiL

ry 
T

5is report show
s thi‘t, w

hen `c.:iapty), the bom
b w

eighed 
an

d
 =

Id
 o

n
ly

 h
o
ld

 a  
	

of iso lbs of plastic. E
ven w

ith 
explos ive it w

as r heavy and con.sid=
ble effort vras required 

it- 

`T
he distance 1.-Jc:w

ee:a the bom
b and the vehicle is cst -L--nated at 4-5 

yards. A
s a ult, had the charge functioned norm

ally, it w
ould have 

een 
c..2.011f.1 to C

ause serious dal.. lieto
  the vehicle res ent.: g, at the very least, 

la serio
u

s in
ju

ry
 to

 th
e o

ccu
p

an
ts. F

h
en

o
m

en
a o

f th
is n

atu
re n

o
 n

o
t 

au
to

m
atically

 p
ro

d
u

ce ru
lts p

recisely
 in

 acco
rd

an
ce w

ith
 fo

recasts, 
how

ever, and the above is stated subje -t to the proviso that the eaplosioa 
took place precisely at the m

om
ent desire.i [w

hich it did] and that the 
results of trials w

ere regarded as entirely 
In. other w

ords, and taking into account the probable side-effects 
described in the report (blast, the 'considerable' effect o

f fragnaentation, 
stone splinters, cater ao-25 feet in diranteter, etc.), G

eneral de G
aulle 

w
ould have been killed at P

ont-stir-S
eine, had the bom

b. exploded. 
B

u
t, th

e rep
o

rt co
n

tin
u,n, 'the results of the explosion? and in P

az- 
disoovery of b.on,b fragnne-ts znd slabs of rr.plcsive 

w
ith certainty that the phenom

enon did not follov..- the 	
of the tests 

rnent;oned above.... T
here w

as, therefore, no "explosion" in th 	
op.e.: 

sense of the w
ord but a process of "det'lagration" of the 	

e.
.. . 

P
art of the plastic "deflagste.d", thus disturbing the rinecha-' ,re. cf the 

bom
b, projecting  non-ignited slabs of 	

bursting 	
adiet!-nt 

ie... .T
ics:11 and ic_iit.L

ng the linaiti w
hioh 	

contaiae4. T
he 	

e'teer. w
-as 

m
uch less 	

that w
hich  w

oul-1  have 	
frcen

 ex
p
lo

sio
- 

displacem
ent of sand w

as com
raratively 

T
he report then analysts the w

ay in w
hich t__bani^ w

as f -cei 
an A

m
erican electrical detonator. F

using w
as `undoubtedly very defec-

tive', the experts say; they stress, neverthelee.s, that the. electrical pre-
parations w

ere 'm
ost thorough' and that the current av:J:1:--ble  w

as `zr._":: 
than acles.:'uate). 

T
he ez...erts then attem

pt to explain the `non-e:tplosion' of the bom
b, 

referring to an inadequate hom
ogeneous charge, an incdee-a..ately resistant 

casing, etc. T
hey also refer, how

eve:, to the 	
eb- Je!'zicer-rit of self- 

e7,:cit2tion of plastic', this coefficient being  
	

3:."` ice 
sep

aratin
g
 tw

o
 ad

jacen
t slab

s. T
h
ey

 m
en

tio
n
 tests n

arried
 cat an

u
s 

53-gram
 slabs separated by an airspace  of 20 em

s w
hich prc. , daced t2.-eret. 

detonations against three 'failares'. 
R

eading ?his report w
ith its diffident, though learned, e:e -p!.., -ltio

n
s it 

is cl;fficalt to im
agine that a perfectly good A

racrican .  d
.cto

zato
r, w

h
en

 
inserted 'into' nearly :co lbs of pliastic, v.-euld. not have  peoduczo: 
ciplooion in view

 of plastic's 'high coefieieret of se'; --=
eitaticao. 

1.- he erepleanr:tion m
ust, therefore, be sought ele-ew

here. T
e..e clut 

5, L
ine 17 of •the repC

trt —
%.1... -p,....-ndzr... .r. on the 	

tm
e 	

ta
r
 

..' H
ere iies th

e reel r.so
r. fo

r th
e 	

of the attem
pt 

P
ont-sur-S

einz- 
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f_rst. stop is 
b
y
 aiteltly

 u
n
u
su

al p
erso

n
--C

c - 	
F

ouroaud. H
is nam

e only appeared 

o
E

aily
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e t24 .al of the P
ont-stir-S

eine conspirators w
hich opened 

at T
roycs A

ss.izes on 29 A
ugust 1962. 

T
h
e p

ress h
ad

 m
o
u
ld

ed
 p

u
b
lic o

p
in

io
n
 an

d
 ev

ery
o
n
e eap

ected
 to

 see 

in the dock a set of vile killers w
ith horrifying faces and boorish m

anners

at th
ey

 saw
 w

ere m
en

 o
f th

e w
o
rld

—
b
rillian

t, p
o
lish

ed
, eleg

an
t, 

sm
iL

ing 
In

 essen
ce th

ey
 said

: 'T
h
is w

as a "p
h
o
n
ey

" attem
p
t. It w

as o
rg

an
ised

 

b
y
 th

e g
arIlist au

th
o
rities fo

r th
e g

lo
rificatio

n
 o

f d
e G

au
lle. E

v
en

 th
e 

arrest of V
illem

andy w
as planned—

w
hy w

ould he have hung around near 

th
e sp

o
t if h

e h
ad

 n
o
t w

ish
ed

 to
 g

et h
im

self arrested
? In

 an
y
 case w

e 

w
ere n

il actin
g
 u

n
d
er th

e o
rd

ers o
f "M

o
n
sieu

r S
im

o
n
".' 

Ira su
o
p
o
-t o

f th
eir statem

en
ts o

n
e o

f th
eir co

u
n
sel p

ro
d
u
ced

 a letter 

sied
 b

y
 th

e a:tru
er:p

u
s 'M

o
n
sieu

r S
im

o
n
' in

 w
h
ich

 h
e ad

m
itted

 th
at 

he w
as acting on governm

ent orders and had hirr.self handed the bom
b to 

.M
antoury. P

ursuing its offensive the defence dem
anded evidence from

 

tw
o of the r6girne's m

ajor dignitaries, Jacques F
occart, secretary-general 

in
 th

e E
ly

se:, an
d
 A

lex
an

d
re S

an
g
u
in

etti, sp
ecially

 em
p
lo

y
ed

 in
 th

e 

l■c-.....cut -i.stry of the Interior. F
or good m

easure, they also dem
anded to hear 

C
olonel F

ourcziud, long a senior officer of th
e sp

za, th
o
u
g
h
 n

o
 lo

n
g
er in

 

the szerr,et service at the tim
e. 

J:coues F
occart naturally denied all know

ledge of the accused and in 

partic-olar of persons not present, w
hose nam

es only w
ere know

n—
A

ubry, 

an
d
 

A
lcarrad

re S
an

g
u
in

etti sin-lila:1
y
 d

en
ied

 all su
ch

 k
n
o
w

led
g
e. U

n
d
er 

p
ressu

re fro
m

 th
e d

efen
ce, h

o
w

ev
er, h

e w
as fo

rced
 to

 ad
m

it resp
o
n
si-

b
ility

 fo
r th

e d
esp

atch
 to

 C
an

ad
a o

f a cap
tain

 called
 N

ie.rtz w
ith a ticket 

provided by the .M
inistry of the Interior. S

anguinetti explained: 

'H
is W

ife w
as C

-ar 2eian and had found him
 a job out there. A

ccordingly 

w
e juntped at the opportunity and seat him

 out to get rid of him
. If I had 

a chance of providing a ticket for all the 0'.s m
en I know

, I w
ould w

illingly 

d
o
 so

.' 
U

ndoubtedly M
ertz m

u
st h

av
e b

een
 a h

ip
h
ly

 em
b
arrassin

g
 p

erso
n
 to

 

m
erit e

ach
 an

  
c
u
r
e
.
  

X
rnsaad L

elvtsi had m
ade lolert7..' acc i vaintL

rice during his second 

tour in
 rtro

H
o
n
. It h

as sin
ce b

re- ,  said that P
.dtirt.z trn

s scat C
r:ere to

 m
ix 

w
h
 th

e n
u
m

ereu
s activ

i.. .es u
n
d
er arre-,t an

d
 try

 to
 co

llect in
fo

rm
atio

n
. 

It m
ay be thotrL

tItt, m
oreover, that :V

ier:7o  h
o
ld

er o
f th

o
 	

t:In
ce M

ed
al 

end the I.,e2.:.on of 1:_crietir, w
as the sort of tnan 	

m
ight 

corzoue.--znei.ct tlrur; tim
e: 13t.lvisi w

as the possisor of a t.,-.fole 

Inc w
as the only rna_-. %

she karev.: the loontic.. .a, in
so

m
e P

aris 	
eel, o

f th
e 

for de G
aulle. E

ven `G
e..—

...artin' (B
astier.-T

hiry) did not 

I0
0
 

F
o
o
rc

•::',O
1
  V

0
0
0
 V

O
1
S

 	
-z- 

concert the yaoges. T
here is, therefore, one 	

.M
ert_-_,, m

ay nave 

succeeded in gaining B
elvisi's confidence and B

elvisi m
ay have let S

".3 

s.om
e inform

ation on the bom
b; .N

lerta m
ay have told his m

asters in the 

S
D

E
C

Z
, and C

olonel F
eurcaud. T

he establishm
ent's craftsm

en ay then 

h
av

e g
o
t to

 w
o
rk

 w
h
ile B

elv
isi w

as still in
 p

riso
n
. O

n
ce th

e b
o
m

b
 h

ad
 

been cleverly neutralis:id D
elvisi w

ould have been released in 
	

 to
 

pursue the operation in accordance w
ith 'G

erm
ain's' plans. 

T
h
is v

ersio
n
 is p

erfectly
 p

lau
sib

le ;m
o
re fan

tastic th
in

g
s h

av
e b

een
 

done). It w
ould explain w

hy the bom
b did not 'explode' on D

 D
ay. T

he 

secret service m
ight then have been prepared to !et m

atters ride in orsier 

to
 in

crease G
en

eral d
e G

au
lle's p

o
p
u
larity

; h
e w

o
u
ld

 o
n
ce m

o
re b

e 

considered to have 'the luck of the devil'. 
L

o
o
k
in

g
; at th

e facts, h
o
w

ev
er, th

is sto
ry

 h
ard

ly
 h

o
ld

s w
at-r eith

er. 

A
dm

ittedly, B
elvisi w

as considered to be a som
ew

hat 'clustering fanatic 

w
h
o
 m

ig
h
t b

e p
rep

ared
 to

 d
iv

u
lg

e secrets if so
m

eo
n
e h

ad
 g

am
ed

 h
is . 

confidence. A
ll his earlier behaviour, how

ever, proves that Inc w
as not 

m
erely

 a m
an

 co
:n

o
-it:cid

 to
 'F

ren
ch

 A
lg

eria' b
u
t th

at lie \v
as also

 

ex
trem

ely
 su

sp
icio

u
s. H

is d
eterm

in
atio

n
 to

 fin
d
 o

u
t th

e id
eati:y

 o
f 

'G
erm

ain' (w
ho proved to be E

astien-T
hiry) is enough to riernarestrate 

th
is. 
A

rm
and B

elvisi says today: 'I know
 that all sorts of stories have gone 

round about m
ay rneetL

og ! . idert2. In fact I w
as a: B

eaton for three clays 

and I saw
 a lot of detainees there. W

e tallied. A
s far as I \vas cneeeneci, 

M
ertz 

w
a

s 
undoohterl:v  a su

n
to

to
o
rr 	

,=
t1or-il.  I c

c
u
d
 z

o
: 

describe him
 otherw

ise. It is possible that w
e had stool-pigeotes am

czcst 

u
s. W

e k
n
ew

 th
at an

d
 w

e to
o
k
 care. If I h

ad
 ta'..ited

 to
 M

-rta 

P
ont-sur-S

cL
oe, the reaction w

ould have bee- inevi-- ,1 -le; "th
ey

" w
o
u
ld

 

n
o
t h

av
e ta',ren

 the fearful riof siraul- , :i , 17 an ffssassi-:.stion arternn: and 

allow
ing nearly :co lbs of plastic to go off E

y"' 'car 	
frono the ,, onee-ril's 

car. "T
hey" ran the risk that w

e m
ight check and fix the bom

b 2s-7-11- -- to 

en
su

re an
 ex

p
lo

sio
n
. T

h
en

, w
h
en

 th
e attem

p
t h

ad
 tak

en
 p

lace an
d
 h

ad
 

officially failed, "they" w
ould have arrested :2r:1o:ie.-a-T

hiry, the head 

m
an, not m

erely the "ext.—
as". It is true that I rnam

ized to escape but I 

p
aid

 th
e p

rice. I sh
o
u
ld

 certain
ly

 n
o
t h

o
v
e b

e=
 retriev

ed
 b

y
 th

e san
te 

"o
rg

an
isers" in

 o
rd

er to
 p

rep
are th

e P
etit-C

.am
art atterr.7

: an
d
 I w

-as 

one of the leading lit;hts of dint.' 
It is"at I&

ast probable that B
elvisi m

ay have indIcazed thar!,ornerdeir.r.: 

. w
as up, w

ithout giving any nam
es or dern.ils. T

his racy have acted 

alarm
 b

cii an
d
 w

o
u
ld

 ex
p
lt.:n

 th
e fev

erish
 p

o
lice activ

:t • '-•'- 

P
ont-our-S

eine. T
hey arrested 	

suspects, 

all activist circles and arrested G
ino:en:lb.-se on the eveof the aat=

p.: 

precise date of w
hich they did not know

). 

I0
I 



el 	
M

e-:-tz to
o
l: o

n
 	

fo
r 0

:n
7,c:a  an

d
 th

at h
is tick

et 
w

as honded to him
 by iider_andre S

ang-uinetti, then a close associate of 
R

oger F
rey, the M

in..,ist=
 of the Interior. 

S
ince 2., l•ertz' 	

rer:ain
ed

 o
l-_.,scure,  the evidence m

ost eagerly aw
aited 

w
as that of aloael I:our:m

ud him
self. H

e brought an air of m
ystery and 

adventure into the T
royes trial. 

lean and good-looking, the colonel m
ode a great im

pression on 
the jury. H

e had been deputy director of the sp:.7.o.-ct and had know
n 

de G
aulle w

ell in L
ondon, w

here he had served him
, although he did 

not like 	
 

'T
his is clearly provocative action on the part of the authorities,' the 

colonel announced. 'In m
y view

 it w
as an operation organised to restore 

de G
aulle's prestige and he w

as badly in need of it at the tim
e. T

his is 
n

et. th
e first tim

e th
at th

is so
rt o

f o
f 
	has been engineered for 

reaso
n
s—

fro
m

 th
e E

m
s tcicg

ra:n
 to

 th
e V

ail:an
t L

o
m

b
. I 

defiroi:cly have the im
pression that the attem

pt w
as phoney.' 

C
orning after the m

ysterious 'M
onsieur S

im
on' the colonel's view

s 
d
u
m

b
fo

u
n
d
ed

 th
e ju

ry
. T

 
T

h
ey

 d
id

 n
o

t accep
t th

e p
lea o

f th
e P

u
b

lic 
P

rZ
o.:...-:-.:ter (w

ho W
as dcm

andiog the death sentence) and allow
ed 

can
en

u
atin

g
 circu

m
stan

cese case o
f au

 th
e accu

sed
. 

.V
olonrleiry w

as g-ivere tw
enty years' im

priscarn=
it, B

elvisi and R
ouviere 

fifteen y=
ors, B

arbence ten years. C
abeane de L

am
, P

rade w
as sentenced 

to life im
prisonm

ent in ch...,-nria. 
A

t first sig
h

t C
o

lo
n

el F
o

u
r=

u
d

'i rd
e w

o
u

ld
 seem

 to
 b

e th
at o

f a 
secret sen-ice technio4,-  -..  w

h
o
 can

:e to
 g

iv
e h

is co
in

io
n
 (tain

ted
 w

ith
 

deep-rooted arati-groelbsco). I: is in fact far m
ore com

ples than it appears. 
In F

ebruary 191.6 C
olonel F

ourcaud w
as appointed deputy director in 

charge of intelligence in the sna c. H
enri 	

depuri for A
llier, w

as 
nom

inated director. T
he sam

e list contains the nam
e of P

ierre S
udrcau 

w
ho w

as :pp-O
h:tea' deputy director in charge of adm

inistration. 
F

o
u
ru

d
's 	

w
as a S

lay. H
e had been one of the first 

F
renchm

en to instal him
self in L

eador, in 194.0. H
e w

as es.senatially a 
'm

an of the shadow
s'. H

is activities w
ere invariably those of a secret 

agent. D
uring the w

ar he w
as sent on a m

ission to F
rance to see certain 

m
em

bers of the 	
H

e w
as arrested by the V

ichy counter-espionage 
service and then reierie, ed. Ile subi.ceinently fought in the R

esistance, w
as 

w
oua..''ed end tr.:I.:en. pr.:con:en but then 	

w
as an en:rem

edy 
brave m

an.  and lends-reet. personal charm
 but he also had a pronounced 

taste fo
r iZ

7
i. 	

F
our-con:ad w

as counting on bc=
tning sole director of 

the 5e.:--ze"..: sc.vice but he clashe4  w
ith 	

F
enai R

ibiere, to w
hc 

he w
as co-nie-ineirdly preso-rorla.,-2

. fn
n

cif p
l-oc. 

F
ourcaud L

id a hand in the celebrated 'leaks ni-r-:r" v.-L
ich, it w

ill bc 

IC
Z

 

coo. l000,C
.- osio `cy 

G
enerals :R

evers and 	
ha,-1  beeo cco, occted w

ith this but F
our000. 4  

had defended them
. lie w

rr, nevertheless forced to leave the service and 
undoubtedly this still r,o'-

ed. H
e still had m

any secret service 	
, 

liow
ever, and subsequently m

ade for hineself a sort of parallel career. 
E

v
ery

th
in

g
 in

d
icates th

at, in
 th

e eA
s 	

F
ourcauel saw

 an 
opportunity to take H

is revenge w
hen the m

om
ent arrived. T

o prove 
this, note should be to .'':en of an 	

docor-er.: nuraleore -1 '55)  
the 0,,:s secret Ides and dated 2.6 O

cte'cer 1.0
1
 (ea' O

L:2C
T w

ards 	
w

eeks 
after P

ont-sur-S
eine). T

his 1"- ts the veil on C
olonel Foio.caud's eetivities. 

T
he decum

ent is in fact a report sent to 0.'3 hcodquarters 	
i..1;lers 

(w
here it w

as received and registered) front an el-graduate of the ficole 
N

ationale. d'A
dirdnistrition (S

chool of A
rlosi-'.stration.). it refers to 

C
olonel F

ourcaud ; 	
M

t:Tr:7.  and T
eenier

, 	
dubious rile in 

A
ndre O

reord's plan aed asy,s-iiination attem
pt at P

roviia. - h
as alread

y
 

been m
entioned. E

r:eh of these people is referred to by a num
ber corres- 

ponding to his real nam
e in the of 
	

co
d
r. lit  

T
he follow

ing. are the significant passages in this report: 
`Im

m
ediately s.tcr l.is 'Z

irIC
S: 4372:35 [L

a...a- nierb arciugh is defence. 
counsel, w

as able to w
orn 557-5346:7 I.V

iarlarne 	
T

hroorla her 
he asked C

olonel 81745376 [F
ourcood] to 	

:he m
atter up. 

`P
ro

m
 th

e o
u

tset C
o

lo
n

el S
1

7
4

5
3

7
6 .  [F

oi.ureaue:: had so:op-or:eel 
C

la
n

 s
tin

g
 actio

n
 o

n
 th

e p
art o

f 4372155  [L
au:ie.:1 w

ho w
as an d

i 
friend, providing him

 w
ith the fi st too its of plastic 	

to 
denaer_strate 

O
A

S
 p

re
-S7. -..IC

 ;-•-• P
a
r is. like also 	

y
o
b
 ircrtro

o
tleo

, 
personal files and coat-eels and he •E

nally put as 	
the 

m
em

b
ers o

f w
h

at m
ig

h
t b

e called
 a p

erso
n

al team
 	

had been 
w

orking w
ith him

 for a long tim
e-21.55 [joss], C

ertain s . -6.2 
and m

yself. 
`C

olonel 81745376 [F
ortrad] has 	

to take the place of 437:1S
5 

[L
auzierl. H

e has nevertheless asked 557-5346:7 I.M
.ario-oe 	

and 
D

octor 8:5614 [V
ictor] for the follow

ing: 

I
 F

orm
r1 appointm

ent 
2

 
G

eneral directives 
3 A

 plan of action if nossible 
4
 O

p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

 to
 rep

o
rt 

'in view
 of the nzezeericus riature of com

eaunicazions betw
een F

rance 
and A

lgiers rent:kin; in alm
ost total i.solauon, I have pro:>

ecoecl to t:7".: 
colonel that I should try to send him

 a respA
ansible 0.k.s o-L

a--- 	
to 

[only the m
ost relevant clauses ere co..acrd hecel: 

2
 R

.:. e
a
t C

a
 th

e
 stract=

e adopted by alone: 81743376 iroureautil 
for the organisation under h

is c
e
a
 c

o
l. 
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agree:nen: on :he adviselo-iL
icy of -LilL'ae. ope do i5. 

3
 

th- g
arise direct contact betw

een C
olonel 3/745376 [F

ourczud] and 
cis he-zdquartoss in A

lgiers. T
o establish this contact I have asked 

2155 [joss], 'w
ho lm

ow
s E

rn personally, and also the colonel him
self 

to contact M
adam

e 934675 [G
arde] and this he his done. • 

'S
ince I am

 n
o
w

 d
ealin

g
 w

ith
 m

aterialeq
u
irem

en
ts, I rep

o
rt th

at 
C

oicrncl 8
'7

4
5
3
76  [F

ourcaud] has ordered m
e to request: 

I
 9

 ram
 guns 

2 
S

ilencers to be fitted to the=
 

3
 ?

!.:u
s=

 =
tin

e
s 

4 E
xple-si... es 

5 L
e:: 4 --covere-d. fuse 

6 O
ne 60 =

am
 m

ortar w
ith about ten bom

bs (the colonel w
as particu-

larly
 in

sisten
t o

n
 th

is p
o
in

t) ... 

. [O
th

=
 sig

rican
t p

arag
rap

h
s fo

llo
w

ed
] 

C
olonel S

t745376 [F
oar.ud] asked m

e to em
phasise that tw

o-w
ay 

com
m

unim
tions should be established (he asks m

a to rep
o
rt th

at 

	

w
e h

av
e h

ere six
 su

itcase sets b
u

t is 
	if rad

io
 co

m
m

u
n
izatio

n
s 

are to
 b

e estab
lish

ed
, w

av
e-1

=
 7th and frequency m

ust be given). 

2 
H

e :2.1,̀.:) to be inform
ed w

hen he can com
e and m

ake personal 
contact. I am

 busy obtaining papers for him
 and they w

ill be ready 
shortly. H

e se 
:b 

if you w
ish, he could also go to S

pain. H
e 

ks to
 b

e inform
ed w

here and w
hen contact could be m

ade in 
O

ran or S
pain. 

3
 ;;;': a

re
 	

an.rislz [itali in
 o

rig
;in

i] to
 b

e p
u

t in
 to

u
ch

 w
ith

 

0.A.s
netts n

o
w

 in
 P

aris, particularly Y
 cS

 [S
argent]. O

n this 
sub?..tet I w

ill recover from
 O

ran
;  w

here I sent thorn, the docum
ents 

o
f w

h
ich

 I sp
o

k
e to

 P
au

lin
e [D

r Jean
-C

lau
d

e P
erez] ab

o
u

t a so-
called

 o
h
s b

rig
ad

e. T
h
is is p

ro
b
ab

ly
 a p

ro
v
o
catio

n
, h

en
ce th

e 
im

p
o
rtan

ce o
f k

n
b
w

in
g
 ex

actly
 w

h
o
 is accred

ited
 b

y
 A

lg
iers an

d
 

of exposing the z..:-,o-nrs 
4 C

olonel 81745376 [F
ourcaud] asks that his m

em
bership of icw

s be 
cc'scially con&

-m
ed to him

.' 

re-port, w
hich is authentic, dearly show

s that C
olonel F

ourcaud w
as 

tende.nal-.-„ly in. eon-roc: w
ith the C

A
s; he him

self asked for m
em

bership oa 

	

a5 ('-otobee.: 1951. I: also app
e ars th

at 1
., 	

-:;ided the firs: zoo lbs of 
	

 th
e
 	

his O
.L

S C
_."C

t5 W
eIC

 
y 	

plastic w
as provided to ca:.. 	

the O
A

S presence 

•r   
L

s obvious: it W
aS

 C
olonel F

ourcaud w
b provided the 

to
4
 

fig
u
re) an

d
 h

eto
em

 L
V

 'M
a:lo

ll:7
 	

one of 1-s Q
.e.a n.en, 

w
ell have been L

auzier. 
T

he authors of this book have, m
oreover, discovered a certain.  ea- 

o 
	w

ho w
ishes to rem

ain anonym
ous. T

his officer w
as cleptited by 

Fourcaud to house the u.tachinegure w
hich w

as to fire on de G
-aulle's 

if it escaped the bom
b at P

ont-stir-S
eine.. 7,1e. ,

  this 	
c,aveF

ourcaud 

full inform
ation on the plans for the attem

pt, he w
as ordered net to --.ake 

hirnself a m
em

ber of the assault 	
accordingly he refused. A

s 

a result the second section o
f th

e P
o
i -s=

-Scinc oo-tratifam
 (the m

ar:-.:ne-- 
gun attack) w

as abandoned by B
astian-T

hirv; in this he w
as advised 

A
lan

o
u
ry

 w
h
o
, u

n
less farth

er in
fo

rm
atio

n
 is fo

rth
co

n
tiro

o
, a s

st b
e
 

assum
ed to be the roan in contact w

ith C
olonel F

en:ea:ad. 

R
asticn- T

h
iry

 relied
 to

tally
 o

n
V

.an
o
u
ry

 fo
r th

e p
ro

d
u
ctio

n
 o

f th
e 

b
o
m

b
. M

an
o
u
ry

 tu
rn

ed
 to

 F
o
u
rcau

d
 th

ro
u
g
h
 o

n
e of the latter's m

en. 

T
he bom

b w
as m

anufactured and handed over to the conspirators 

F
ourcaud's agreem

ent. 
T

h
ere is an

 im
p

o
rtan

t d
etail h

ere, h
o

w
ev

er: F
o

u
r:m

u
d

 d
id

 n
o

t w
ish

 

de G
aulle to be dJi d. H

e did not like 1-;-ri but ho w
as loath to es s- , :e 

him
. In L

ondon one day de G
aulle had said: 'F

ourr. ud, I know
 that 

you are devoted to
 m

e, b
u
t if I asked you to shoot P

:itain, ycu w
ould 

refose.' 
F

ourcaud had lool-7ed sm
ilingly a: de. G

aulle. `T
hat's correct, G

eneral,' 

and he had added, 'T
he opposite is also correct.' 

F
o

u
ro

au
d

 w
as p

ro
b

ab
ly

 atn
-acted

 to
 th

e P
en

t-su
r-ce:_

n
- at:en -  z

 

the 'lesson' w
hich it w

ould teach de C
;zoolle. 	

hcpe• to cot 1- 7 7- ac,w
n 

to size and show
 hoL

on that he w
as no: as invulnerable as he 

T
han he also w

anted his little pet-sena: revenge. H
ence his far-reafaing 

'flirtatio
n
' w

ith
 th

e 	
his re:co-est for 'regular ro , -m

bor.:hio' and his 

participation by proxy in the P
ont.-:=

-S
eihe op-ere:ion. 

T
he docum

ent cluoted above proves indisputably 	
FO

II:Z2U
d 

possessed neither w
eapons nor explo:ive since he w

as ao.';U
ng A

lgiers for 

them
. Y

et he provided the 9
'  lb"; of pla:tic m

od in the bom
b. "1 - ne answ

er 

is that he had had this plastic for years; it cam
e from

 Itcsiotante 

it w
as old and scro.i-decom

posed. 
T

he m
an com

m
issionedby F

ourcaud to pro-.'id: the ola.-.oic and =
an-- 

facture the bom
b w

as a craftsm
an. M

oreover F
orettler and 7lineet, the 

experts, 	
ad

m
itted

 th
at th

e electrical p
. 	

_
en

s w
ere 'v

ery
 

th
o

ro
u

g
h

'. T
h

ey
 w

ere u
n

ab
le to

 estab
lish

 th
e 'p

h
y

-siaal state' o
f th

e 

ex
p
lo

siv
e (th

eir o
w

n
 ex

p
re.ssio

n
), sin

ce th
e slab

s fo
u
n
d
 (scen

e zo
 Its) 

w
ere partially cleat:cyan' or had bee-o... nrecteei b the fo-e. 

S
o C

olonel F
ourenuti erne-rots as tit:. 	

to: 	
m

art w
ho 

pulled all the strings from
 bell::_.!. 	

ap
p
...r.an

ce at th
e trial, 'ea a 

co
r- o-oanding role, undoubtedly saved the accused from

 the 	
 

1
0
5
 



C
:4:17SLC

-: 0: 
asicur Si:::•01..1), of course, never e:.tistoel except in the iro.p.gination 

o
f th

e accu
sed

, th
o

u
g

h
 th

e so
u

rce o
f th

eir in
sp

iro
tio

n
. w

as p
ro

b
ab

ly
 a 

g
o
o
d
 o

n
e. A

t th
e tim

e th
ere w

as n
o
th

in
g
 so

 illo
g
ical in

 th
e ex

isten
ce o

f 
th

is 'S
im

o
n
'. W

ith
 strik

in
g
 u

n
an

im
ity

 th
e accu

sed
 stated

 th
at 'S

im
o
n
' 

h
ad

 b
een

 p
reset at a m

eetin
g
 w

ith
 F

o
ccart in

 S
an

g
u
in

etti's o
ffice an

d
 

h
e h

ad
 d

ecid
ed

 to
 m

o
u

n
t a p

sy
ch

o
lo

g
ical o

ffen
siv

e to
 o

p
en

 d
e 

G
au

lle's ey
es to

 th
e d

an
g
er co

n
stitu

ted
 b

y
 th

e 0
.:s. F

o
ccart h

ad
 ask

ed
 

'S
im

o
n
' if h

e k
n
ew

 o
f a g

ro
u
p
 w

h
ich

 co
u
ld

 co
n
y
 o

u
t th

e o
p
eratio

n
 an

d
 

it w
as thus that M

eanotory w
as canvassed. T

he story w
as not illogical and 

the support w
hich it received from

 C
olonel F

ourcaud paid off. 
It seem

s p
ro

b
ab

le th
at E

astien
-T

E
ry

 n
ev

er k
n

ew
 th

e p
recise ro

le 
played by C

olonel F
ourcaud in this affair. W

e only know
 that 'G

erm
ain' 

biteerly regret-L
ed having crusted m

anufacture of the bom
b to M

anoury 
---the rat 
	had alw

ays m
aintained that he w

as an expert in these devices, 
h

er=
s in

 fact h
e k

n
ew

 n
o

th
in

g
 at all ab

o
u

t th
em

 an
d

 h
ad

 to
 u

se th
e 

serv
ices o

f a m
y
sterio

u
s ex

p
ert w

h
o
 cam

e straig
h
t o

u
t o

f F
o
u
rcau

d
's 

c:eniurer's hat. 
T

he =
7a-he:L

ion of the failure of the P
ont-sur-S

eine attem
pt is not to 

be sceiryht in the incom
petence or m

endacity of som
e individual; it is to 

b
e fo

u
n

d
 in

 th
e m

in
d
 o

f C
o
lo

n
el F

o
u
rcau

d
 w

h
o
 b

etray
ed

 n
o
b
o
d
y
 w

h
ile 

betraying everybody. 
O

n
e fro

eld
etail to

 illu
strate th

e ro
le p

lay
ed

 b
y

 C
o

lo
n

el F
o

u
rcau

d
 at 

tle:c pe.:iod. A
n 3?-1 staff m

eeting w
as held in A

lgiers, as early as A
ugust, 

:r 'w
h
ich

 C
o
lo

n
el G

o
d
a:d

 p
ro

co
sed

 (th
e m

in
u
tes o

f th
e m

eetin
g
 ex

ist) 
th

at a 'ch
ief' b

e ap
p
o
in

ted
 in

 F
ran

ce to
 h

ead
 all th

e o
rg

an
isatio

n
s; h

e 
put forw

ard. officially the nam
e of C

olonel F
ourcaud. G

odard even sent 
a lc—

,  rep
o

rt to
 S

ala in
 w

h
ich

 b
e g

u
aran

teed
 F

o
u

rcaud's loyalty. S
alon, 

o
ro.istrusted the secoet service on principle, refused and F

ourcaud's 
ors career ended tleere. 

G
o

d
a:cl's rep

o
rt w

as d
ated

 zo
 N

o
v

em
b

er 1
9

5
1

—
tw

o
 m

o
n

th
s after 

P
or-t-sur-S

chle.. 

to
6
 

C
H

A
P

T
E

R
 is 

R
zonozas 

W
hen M

artial de V
i'dem

anclv pressed the detonator button of a leee ,-b
 

w
hich m

ight have upset I:reach policy for a long tim
e to cone, the fete 

of A
lgeria had apparer.tiv been decided. B

y the referendum
 cf S

 jea.ouary 
1961 the principle of self-deterrniazzi3n for the A

lge,:ii-t pecole and the 
establishm

ent of an executive in A
leiers had bee- accepted. P

uro':-,g, his 
policy of accelerated 	

cagencar, de G
ee,lle lead opened ofreeial talks 

w
ith the A

lgerian rebels, first in T
ivizeo, then in L

urie. 
In

 fact, o
n

 earrin
g

 to
 p

o
w

er in
 1

9
5

2
,

. ev
en

 w
h

ile civ
iag

 h
is se'=

n
 

prom
ise that A

lgeria w
ould rem

ain F
rench, he 112:1 already 	

a
 s

h
e
d

 

secr et contact w
ith these sam

e rebels in T
u
n
is. T

h
e left h

an
d
 d

id
 n

o
t 

know
 w

hat the right bend w
as doing. 

O
ddly enough, how

ever, one of his problem
s w

as the m
oney :zee...iced 

fo
r th

is p
o
licy

. U
n
d
er n

o
 circu

m
stan

ces co
u
ld

 th
e n

atio
n
al re:zee:n

es 
in

clu
d

e a h
ead

in
g

: 'C
o

n
tacts w

ith
 th

e A
lg

erian
 reb

els.' H
e d

eo
id

ed
, 

therefore, to use the secret veto, discreetly e_etitled `S
tscoial te.o_cecoun 

 :e
n
 

W
hen he opened the till, leovs-ever, he foue....1 the: hia predeceaseirs 

in
 tlifirrin

2
e 	

6111,:e hav_i 	
iz. T

he 	
hard 

co
m

p
letely

 h
u
t, tiara th

ey
 w

ere 'u
raacccu

n
:ed

', r sac c: -,u11 cci%
:  

In
 L

ie: 
every year a bizarre, ler.g-e.telelithfed 

u
n
k
n
o
w

n
 to

 th
e p

u
b
lic, tak

es p
lace in

 th
e P

rim
e 	

stu
d

y
. A

 :cc::: 

lo
g
 fire craciiles in

 th
e h

u
;.;c 	

T
h
e m

aster o
f th

e h
o
u
se receiv

es 

a group of m
ysteriD

'il: fur.e:_ionaries w
hose duty it is, each in :L

ei: respec- 
ti.v.c

keen
c.e th

e 	
fu

n
d

s. L
a
b

 h
a
s 

outeoings end receipts in his ow
n fait- band. E

ntries aroe., for :ease:ince: 
'P

aid to.C
olonel X

.—
fo,P

oo frs' or 'P
aid to _A

-al-est:der Y
—

:•cc.,s00 f:s'. 
E

ach
 of these fencrtionariza is bearing a fully uo-77,-.1-Z

-Z
._ 	

0:1 reecate.e. 

disbursed. T
he P

rim
e M

in:-=,  -,r1:c.,-; by the holeiers ot 
follos, then naslres L

etle so-zee:let en
 th.: fellow

ing ales : 
`G

entleencen, I have assenibirid you so that you m
ay 

'ants show
ing the use m

ade of the special funds placed at the 

107 


