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Dear Jemes Nclianus,

Iour yesterduy's lutter with enclosure are helpful to we so despite a2 great time
pressure to prepare for an FOIA hearing Yhursisy of today's meil I respond to you on
the chance of bedig helpful to you ané eo that I may mele a note for nysell of the carbohe
04 herwise 1'11 forget.

Having read the text 4 know what happesed, The same nice guys, young and probably
fresh from a readdng ef Bom Hecht, have just Gone a eimilar thing to me, It will haunt me
for & long time from what my increasing and not inconsiderable experience with official
files and filing tells ma.

It hes to have been Sob Sirkin end Bill 0'Beflly of WFAA. They are nice guys, they
are able reporters , they just bave to iegrn what reporting really is if it to be re-
sponsible, other t an a sensation that can puff them with the station by wire stiention.

Thsytried'cogntmetomﬁat!gy‘nmepnattmptmamtomlm
That has to rature to become greesy kid stufl, But I did not want Ho lay them out or their
own station so I evaded. ﬁthoﬂwnﬂngitmyfedunnmmm“m
what 1 ¢id not say and makine the supposei paraphrase sppesr o be leglt by taiking what
1Mdmmﬂqmﬁng%tasmmtwhmitmsadmdtoanotm:apmt.Inem
believed it asd I didn t even suspect it.
heuauldmhamlmifhemﬂeitmrthsfm.Thiaiamtlywhatlmidvmm
first got out on the 10th, that if thers was no convenient zlow train the dogs would get hime

Hheni@thmelmteamamejU?Itofilaaeamctiunfurthemurd.‘!hamrga-
thus would have it and so would the FEL. No respounse.

!nompair.Ifulmmamt.mwmtmrumamcm.smmmw
ny work of years &aft.

i'd love %o knew who your “stunned" comrittee source was mumx "that the detailed
report had bocome public.® mtalsewhmitmmwdin&uﬁmameandﬁmumdit
in bls job application?

I guess the reason you could not reach an FBI spokeswman for coument is because they
did not want the story not used, did not want to have to say only "no comsent" when they
had checksd the story out and they knew 1 had that, too. They have great fun wit: all the
st¥oies they can demounee, often the mporteru,msachthingstodefenﬁtha?ﬁi sgainet
everytiing and anything, and if all else fails febricate to have records to cite.

They have done thiswithminthec.neineoMThmﬁw.Itismthﬁﬂngum-
nation but more iuportsntly oo the FOIA iteelf and what affort we cen make to cutf back en
their campaign to destroy it if they can and frastrate it daily. I*ve got them calling the
publie record investigatory files, blaciing out the names of their own sgemts iu nows
stmnmm-lwcm,maﬂncﬂnth:tthwviolatethalunﬂhmmm
to1969.Iﬁnhsmdtamjormadiavmlﬂtﬂminmufth&mmﬂmtmtm
mycasaamdnotgenernuyautmddry.fhey‘dlemnbmtmnmdthesm

I would put your Jrd graf differently’ having been clobbered in its adventure in
news faking the House sssassins cowritiee has opted the star-chamber approach, this far
without any reparted eriticism of it.

If you realiy want to cover what can be cov:red, and for more reasons than your corroct

statement of cost/benefit I believe CBS will net want to. There are other approsches. 1
cen give you every hidden mame in all they've legked ané my prier files on all, It could

be T-al Leystone Kops fan interviewing those charackers and then the comittee. Their last
witness wes Loran Hsll, I know hizm well. They forced him to take the {ifth, There ie much
he would love to talk about if protected agminet the conmittee. He was in on the anti-
Castro plots., I'm sure the o reason the com-ittes wemt througi. its charade of the Tth

ig for Sylvia OUddo to eyeball "all. This means she said "not the guy" or she'd have foliowed
Wim as a Witness. Locating Ydion, no longer Odio, is easy. Thanks and best wizhes,
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CBS EVENING NEWS WITH BOB SCHIEFFER 3/12/77 (Excerpt) 7

SCHIEFFER; The House committee investigating the assassination of
¢ivil rights leader Martin Luther King, Jr. is checking out what could

be a new lead in the case. Jim McManus reports from Washington.

JIM MecMANUS: The Assassinations Committee reportedly has been informed
that two men in Washington, D.C. discussed killing Martin Luther King,
Jr. three days before he was shot to death in Memphis, Tennessee.

A Dallas television news report said the story has been confirmed by
a retired Miami detective, Lieutenant Charles Sapp. Sapp reportedly
got his information from Walter Somersett, then publisher of an -
independent labor trade journal in Miami. Somersett's story is that
he overheard two union men discussing King after a 1968 National

Labor Relations Board hearing on the then continuing Memphis
sanitation workers' strike. At least one of the union men allegedly
stated there was no choice but to kill Martin Luther King, Jr. if

he continued his intervention in the Memphis strike situation.

A source close to the new King murder investigation admitted he was
"stunned" that the detailed repert had become publie. Staff
investigators are known to be following new leads in both the King
and Kennedy assassinations. The chairman of the King investigation
subcommittes would not flatly deny that the report is true.

DEL. WALTER FAUNTROY [Assassination Committee Member]: Well, in the
first instance, I am not in position either to confirm or deny this
report. It-- it-- and that statement should not be taken either as
an indication of its truth or its falsehood.

MeMANUS: After the King assassination, Lieutenant Sapp reportedly made
a written report on Somersett to then Miami Police Chief Walter

Hedley, with a copy to the FBI. The report was not made public.
Neither Lieutenant Sapp, Miami police nor FBI spokesmen could be
reached for comment. Walter Somersett and Police Chief Hedley are

now dead.

—Jim MeManus, CBS News, Washington. »
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