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Harold Weisberg ~ ~...° “
Route 8, Frederick, ld. 21701 -i.70.

- - 9/12/73

Editor, Aftenposten

Oslo, Norway
Dear Sir,

Hy first, shocked reaction to the Associated Press account: of Alexander Solzhenitsyn's
abandonment of the most sacred obligations of the writer is to wonder if this can be the
man who once wrote, %s little truth as there is in the world, the supply is greater
than the demand." . R ' : L ‘ -

I am one writer who believes odi' fundameiltal responsibility is to know the truth
of what we write and to offer no opinions not amply supported by fact, ’ :

The ignorance ‘ir, Solzhenitsyn unts in the context of his opinions make him
indistinguishable from a fascist. le ws nothing about The Watergate or contemporaneous
American politics or partles, makes virtgouso display of this ignorance in your paper
and internationally through you, am exploits an alleged Nobel nomination as the vehicle

. for a defense of tyranny and the police state that cannot possibly be the belief of the
author of £ i I D i . :

- There is no rational way in which a men can expect to be believed when he defends
tyranny and the police state simply becauss he claims not to. There is no way in which
. Solzhenistyn's words can be taken by the rational, particuddrly thnse who kmown what
he o clearly does not, as other than a defense of tyranny. jeT
1% is obscene to castigate the victim of the rapist as an attractive nuiisance. =
Were it, as he pretends, that The Watergate is merely the planting .of instruments.
for electronic spying - and this pretense is an incredible self-defamation — it remaina
the fact that in the sordid history of American politics there is no parallel of The
Watergate, Were it that all of what is %ruly encompassed by the generic, Watergate, has
 been reported - and this is far from true - he is still self-exposed as a flefender of
tyramny. He who proclaims himself its victim? How unbecoming! o

The author of For ﬁ;e Good of the Cauge defames an Ellsberg by defending a Nixon -
and his Hunt/ s and Liddys and Barkers and assorted other politicid secondpstory men?-

He dares defend those who napalmed wholesale and bombed embassies pinpoint?

Yet he deigns to pontificate about what is "sensational” and what is "'lvpodracy"
without due regard for the injunction sbout the casting of kotes. It is "sensational®
to expose villainy, "hypocracy" to condemn it? This is doublegoodspeek and ducktalk added!

Can it be that this self-cast god does not know that the mortal he defends while
proclaiming he does not actually approved the abrogation of gll human and legal rights
after they were committed to paper and gfter he was given the written warning he did not

- require, that it all was illegal? For this he Binds an equal in United States history?
If so he is more than omniscient, his pose, le is Goebbels and Orwell, rewriting history
with his memory hole.

I have spent bitter, peinful years exposing Democ§§£§h%n&3§sey Clark in particular,
80 I am not their partisan. But it offends decency for 0 en Clark, of whom it -
took considerable political courage and for whom it no, pogsibility of personal gain
to oppose United States bestislity in Southeast AsiSO gns hinself with the men
who has the Orwellian ambition to bug an entire nation. Clark, to his credit, refused to
authorize electronic surveillance of the “obel laurekte, the martyred Dr. “artin Luther
K:i.ng,.]'rf. And that too, to anyone who understands domestic forces within the United States,
is hardly the act of a "fluttering butterfly." )
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How tra@.c th:.s a].'L is' Solzhenitsyn has done to himself what others cannot do
vto;dhim.g .words. portray e man who has lost his balance, has no perspective and can't
orwwon't stinguiaﬁ between good and evil.

"':eaaoming"i is: s:l.mpl;. People m killed by motorcars. ’l‘herefore, all who
moto::cars are murdererse

v ; §I shas: come $0 Where this :wretched man must really conceive himself superman.
‘How can&he I t.si'bly ot know that he does not and apparently cannot know anything about
‘which, ha writes? A simple test is Wis, "let in the United States there was no’ ¢riticism
Of);thiswClark.” This.is not merely incredibly false. Your own' ‘vire services must have

u;cé yoir it is "past the absurd.

2ders (T3 6¥ “Whiol leads to a question I hope you will not rega.rd_ mpertinent, for I
“d no'& An _tend tha,t. How could you be so irresponsible, if the AP's. representation is’
I’aith!‘ul, %o print 3,000 words of such factual :.ncompe'cenee,an& :Lntellectual garbage

m&‘w.élw?“

;ZL :Ef,:?a-?r Dossibly: be that you do not know how false it is o ?ailege}:;‘tﬁﬂt"”émomts
qnefﬁaﬁfecﬁéﬂ, loxﬁlﬁouthed. wrath?" Cen you possibly regard "this as a falr representation

oﬁhououamr The: Watergate in its Mmited of full sense? Are you unaware that the
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g ;7 Norway, - .
(AP)—$oviet novelist’ Alexan-
der Solzhenitsyn today ..ac-
'cused U.S. Democratic Party
leaders of hypocrisy 1, lik-
'ened recent years' in' the
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