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7 ackson Shot in Back, Coroner Fmds

lf _ By EARL CALDWELL

* @pecial 4o The New York Times
T SAN RAFAEL, Calif., Sept.
21--The Marin County Coroner
said today that George L. Jack-
‘oonwushotmuheback,not
through the top of the head as
.The new . report - trom Dr.
Donovan O. Cooke, the coroner,
stirred anew the debate about
the circumstances of Jackson’s

deamms.mQuem:mPrisonon.

- Aug. 21,
The 29-yea;r-old conviot and
author of the book “Soledad
Brother” was killed in what
prison officials said was an
_. ~escape attempt.
© . Jackson, ofhcnis said then,
was shot from a 20-foot-high
tower by guards as he ran
across ithe priaon yard. toward
* Fveother includin
 Five other persons,
three guards, were also kille
Their deaths have been laid to
.convicts who' were -confined
with Jackson. in: the : Adjust-
ment Center at Sen Quenmn.

.. ‘Earlier Report Realled

o vhh: ed da
meport, issu ust - two
after the shootgng. ‘Dr.. Cool
. said that Jackson was shot in
- the head and that the bullet ex-
ited from the lower region‘of
his back. -
- But tboday, in his ofﬁcml re-
port, Dr: Cooke said that those
- eariter findings were in error.
_He then went on to describe

pa;thofﬂ:efatalbm‘letu’

the opposit:
that shﬁed !}:'1 e ;lt,oli:nl:uy
report.

The new report Taised the
" question of ‘how " the ' bullet
. could  enter the lower back and

travel up through the body and
skuill: :

exit through the
Law - enforcement officers
theorized that Jackson could
have been struck first by a
_ bullet to the ankle, and.could
have been falling with his head
lower than his torso when the
second bullet struck.
Version Disputed
In his preliminary repo:
Cooke said that Jacklon had
two bullet wounds, and that the
bulloelsd thmtgh his bod; H
pass is y. He
said that one struck him in the
top of the head, shattered his
skull, passed down in front of
his spine, shattered two ribs
and went out the lower back.
It was this. shot that killed

Jackson instantly. The other

struck him in the left ankle.

In the official explanation of|
e ———

TR

preliminary uxtopsy'

the shootinz, ‘the San Quentin
warden, L. S. Nelson, said that
in - escape nmmpt had devel-
oped in the Adjustment Center.
He said that the guards were
killed .inside " the "Adjustment

rising was detected, and
alarm -sounded, Jackson made
a break toward the north wall
The warden said that Jackson
was shot by a guard from a

of the Adjustment Center.-
At that time, reporters ar-
gued that the warden’s version
of the shooting did not match
up with the wounds found ou
Jackson’s body.
It was contended thnt, from
|a 20-foot: bower, it would have
been impossible for a guard to
have shot Jackson in the top of
ranithe head at such an angle that
ahe builet ﬁ';ﬁ“lh‘f. }t‘ovde -traveled
exltmg
through his lower baci.
When: asked at that time to
resolve this apparent conflct,
the prison authorities said they
have no further com-
ment on events sm'romdmz the

One uis offered then
was that shots from the balcony

gunwalk i against

Jackson’s ankle, knocking him

down, and that as he was|J;

an to his feet, -to-
xrd the south, the sh

Center and that when the up-}
thejto Dr. Cooke, said today. that

walk south—to' the rear—

tho gunwalk o the  south’
struck. him in the top of the
head "and penetrated: as . Dt
Cooke finst reported. .

* putbologits Findings, |
E. C. Fontaine, an assistant]
the djrection became a question|

because the entrance and exit
wounds were .so- similar--“Exit|

wounds are usually larger,”. he
said, “but in this -case- they
were nol s
“They only thmg at issue or
odd at all,” e said, “was the
direction the bullet tnvel 3
Mr. Fontaine " said. that. Dl*
Cooke’s “official~ report toda;
was_ based on the (finding ofv
Dr. John: Manwaring, a patholo:(
gist, who _exammed Jackson'
body. ..., P e e :
Since the shooting there have
been a number: of chmggs inj.
the  official - version. of : what!
took ‘ place,”‘prompting - ‘many
supporters of Jackson to charge
that he- was g
Ofticials “at Quentin
could .not ‘be mched for com-|.
ment this: afterncon’ ‘after :Dr.]
Cooke's oﬂ'icial; report as re-;
leased. . g
Prison officmls have: said;
that Stephen.Bingham, & young|'
la who. had - been:.visiting|
m pasaedhunaze wolver./.
is being sought 1
‘ elj oharge.'- :




