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! George Jackson’s Attorney. . -

- Facts show need f

The Legislature of the
© State of California

State Capirol

Sacramento, California

Attn: Lt. Governor Ed Reinecke
President of the State
Senate
Mr. Bob Moreuti
Speaker of Stage Asgem-
bly
i Dear Members of the Legislature:
In the cast of People of the State of
_ California . George Jackson, John
Clutchette and Fleeta Drumgo, San

Francisco Superior Court no, 78302,

* better known as the Soledad Brothars
case, I represented Mr. George
Jackson. On August 21, 1971, he was
killed at San Quentin Prison.

‘.- -I am writing at this time to request

of .the State Legislature the same

s

23, 1971, namely- shat, -the  Black
congressmen - and-“canigyess. ' women
.and the Black legislutars of Califor-
nia be consatituted into & commission |
.of inquiry, or that they be anthorized
to select such a commission of §
inquiry to investigate the August 21
death of George Jackson, .
In support of that, I would like to :
set forth certain information whicly §
believe not oaly calls for, but crils
out for such ap investigation.

unless otherwise indicated, sfe
statements that have been made by

prison officials at San Quentin and

reported in the press ar by radip or by
television. It is these facte which -
have constantly chang Jin the -
stories released bx the a u\mﬂm i
of the prison which clearly deogind |
such an impartial investignfion.
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Soleded Bryttar George Jackson, in his August 1970
prisoners from a Marin County
. {hedr 3 million signatures demanding Davis
be reieesed on bail have Boen coflected around the world

Davis will have been in fail

<. 4. kcbosn ‘in. the. prisons insny times, my

. Hosn "polled ‘out and

- Jackson which talked

 lead one

r investigation -

were told that a gun had
smuggled into the prison via a
bus. Shortly ‘thereafter this
changed io the giin being smuggled in
by a visitor who was ultimately
named as Stephen Bingham, “as the
only possible explanation®® according
.to the district attorney of Marin

boen
tour

v County. -

We were first told it was a 38
caliber gun, then this was changed to
a 9 mil, 8:1/2 inch long, 2-1/4 }b.

The facts as'I shall relate them, - SPenish-made gun, and after the Sim

FPrancisco Chromicle ran its frout-

- page story clearly indicating ‘that

such a gun could not be. smuggled.in.

in.one’s hair, udider a stocking¢ e

under -a wig, it became & 5-{/2. 3
long qun, - e
. AgRin, we were first told it was
.smuggled in from the visiting ‘ares
vi# George Jackson’s hair, then' the
‘mocking cap. and finally under s 'wig.
We were told that the gun was

v-m.l’-d in Mr. Bingham's briefuise,

_and that “Bingham himeelf went
“through' & “metal detsctor but the
- .F'onn tell yeu that as one who has
briefcane has been gone: through with
a fine toothi cothb, ind the small IBM
"band dictating unit that'1 casey has

. Weé have aiss besn told by the ad:
ministration ‘that . they knew "an_
/escape plan ‘was underway weoks:
‘before because they had allegedly
discovered a letter in the pants
pocket of a former celimate of George
about such an

esctape, .

They also told s that on or about
A the first bers of Geor,
's {amily ailegedly attempted
n“dryrun”tosmuu]eaguninby
using a toy gun and a child.

Such information would hardly
to not searching anyone

who has to visit My,

thoroughly
Jackson.

When a mgn Jeaves the adjustment
center to go over to the visiting area
he is completely skin searched, accor-
ding to the administration, and the
standard practice s to put hirm in
handcuffs. Then when he goes out of
the vard into the visiting ares he ig
Az given a saarch,

. Whin the handeutfy ape removed

he then enter- ti, VISiting room, in
the case of George Jackson, onc of the
condemned 1el) visiting rooms which
are very small. A guard is stationed
Just outside the door, and the deor
has a large section through which the
fuard can view what is happening in.
sida,

On leaving he is supposedly hand-

.

was '

cuffed, searched betore ghing e £y
yard, and the handiuffs remiover
_only when he then enters the
ment center where he acain

through 2 complete skin senrch,

nadjuat

a0e

. The administration told us thy

‘Goerge Jackson was not in handcuffs
because he was “known as a
dperative prisoner. It seems
Bocessafy that he would not bé in
~hipdeuffs to go through the Zvrations
claimed by the administration,

They wold us that upon entering the
ssbment center an escort muard
bad been with him from the time
Bad deft to go to the visit and on
Wtyrn: noticed what ihe thought
&-Pogeil i Mr. Jackson's Kair,
then mmpposedly realized it was’

He:

) W_‘Jelse, and when he started

*to question Mr. Jackson, Jackson
‘Tpachied. for the gun, inserted one of
two_‘clips “they ‘claim he had (and
wivere | { were hidden we have niyt

bean tnld),“mi got the jump on dk
guards who. were there. According to

maghzine, this whole process

took sofile ten seconds.
" Tt ghould be noted at this point that
the guard ‘whose thoughts the  ad.
ministration tald us about is one of -
-the guards who died.

Following all of these gyrations,
Jackson supposedly got the drop on
the guards, opensd up the cells, and
then ultimately left the adjustment
center to run across a yard guarded
by ‘the gun towers and guns on any
gun rails at the prison walls, headed
toward a 20-ft. high wall topped by
barbed wire.

" If he were to clear that he was still
within prison property covered by the
guan towers, and still had a chain link
fence that he had to get over.

" The administration told us that
Jackson was killed instantly by one
bullet. This aliegedly went in the top
of his head and exited from his hadk
with “a fragment” going in his left
ankle. The official autopsy report,
which was held up inordinately
long period of tiine, finally indico‘ed
that the bullet had gone in the hack
and exited from the head, acd s a
second bullet had gone in the ankle,

When a reporter asked My,
O’Brien, the information officer of
San Quentin, if this new report meant
that the bullet-had been fired from a
gun tower, he responded, “That’s im-
pessible.” thus indicating that it was
fired from ground level. If true, this
would mean thar someots had a gun
illegally within the prison. chvinusly
someona other than Mr. Jackson, as
the adiinistraiion claimed that Mr,
Jackson ook the gun with him »ut-
side the adjustment cenier.

Shortly thereafrer, the warden
changed the sterv and arnounced
that the new antopsy ruper: meant
the shot had been fired fron; the s
rower, claiming that Jackson was
running in a crouched position.

Now seven persons have been in-
dicted over August 21st oy the Marin
Countv Grand Jury We are wold that
no inmates testified, and we know
that three members of the Grand Jury



have protested the wndictinents, one
of them claiming that the Grand Jury
soncht “not juatice, Lot vengeance.”
Finally, [ would lixe 1o
the actions of the nrisan oificlals and
the empioeces inllowing August 21,
We know that membera of the news
media repeatedly attenipted fo get in..

side the prisen but were denied. The - 0
" advised that defense counsel had ex-
. pected the case to proceed on August

same is true for family members of
. the prison attorneys, amd other.

persons. Finailv. on Thursday, the
26th of Augnst, thyee white newasmen

were grantea permission to go in, but
only three. On that same day,
Coagressman Ron Dellums requested
permission - to enter the prison but
was denied. When asked why Mr.
Dellums was denied, Mr. Procynier,
head of Califirnia Siate Department
of Corrections, made a statement to
the effect that if people didn't believe
what they were being told by the
prison officials, that was just too bad.
-On . Friday, August 27,
B Congr ' bellums. Assemblyman
- Willie Brown, Dr: Calrton Goodlett,u
f Reverend Cecil Williams, and Mr.,
| Henry Remsey, were rade to wait?
outside the main gate st San Quentin ;

B and Lo tatk by public telephone to the

prison officials: inside. =

. After nppnmmaung an -
i hpq; and one-Kalf to two hours of
"nigotiation, the ‘officials. fihall
agreed to let them'come inty the w.
den’s office. to- dincull the situation, '

i about |

Grand Juror abused by Prison Warden

{continued f-om page 16)
een issued for that day for the defen-
dants to be in court. On the evening
of August 22, the prison officials were

23 and expected their clients to be
present, namely Fieeta Drumgo and
John Clutchette. The assistant

district attorney was likewise advised .

at that tune of the same fact.
On August 23 the defendants were
not brotight ingo: couit, and ¢fe

assistant district attorpey was hot

present. It was not until the following
day, August 24, when, after. con-
i erable argument, the court had
agreed to order such persons to be
present, and they finally appeared.

At that time Mr. Clutchette 'and

mtlgatxon. I have enclosed a copy of
that petition,
Very truly yours,
John E. Thorne

Affidavit of Richard
Wiillia: Seges Bebhan
The undersigned is a member of the
Marin County Grand Jury, Marin
County, California, and hereby, being
first duly sworn, deposes and says:
I am a member of the Ad-

. ministration of Justice Committee of

the aforesaid Grand Jury and further
a member of the subcommittee in-

_vestigating the administration of the

public prison in Marin County, San
Quentin.

On Saturday, August 21, 1971, 1
ttempted to reach by telephone the

Mr. Drumgo brought “with: them a
declaration under penalty of perjury
signed by almost all, if not all, of the
men in the adjustment center.:in-
dicating how they had been beaten
and brutalized, and stating that

+  George Jackson had been murdered..

‘There have been continued reports
from the men in the adjustiment cen-

other two members of the aforemen-
tioned subcommittee. I was unable to
do so0. Therefore, having been infor-
med of & crisis situation directly per.
taining to that which we were in.
vestigating, 1 decided personaily to
go to San Quentin.

As ' per. previous administration

-1 ter of the brutal mtmcnt. they have.

beén receiving.

~ Finally, I am enclosing herewith a
copy of an affidavit of Richard
William Beban, member of the Marin

i Quentin to secure factson August 21.

The affidavit speaks for itself, and

= on October 3 by telephone Mr. Beben -

authorized my " including this af-
fidavit -for filing with the State
Lagislature. If nothing else'I have
said convinces you that an lmpnrtml
investigation must be made, T suggest
that this affidavit- alone mnkeo such a
demand.

Ladies and gent.lemen of the
Califotnia State Legislature, I urge
you to invite the Black congressmen’
and congress women and the Black
members of the California State
Legislature to either constitute a

commission or to form a comumission

of inquiiry on the eventa occurring’
Axigust 21, 1971,

Prison. - - ) K ‘
. I further call upon you to join in
the Petition to the United Nations
which Mrs, Georgia Jackson, mother
of George Jackson, has instituted,
asking that budy to make such an in-

at San Quentin .

request, I first called the prison and
relayed a message through an

assistant warden to Associate War.

den James Park that ! would be out
at San Quentin in 20 minutes. I then

3 _left my home in S8an Rafael and-
s Qounty Grand Jury. Alyou can.gee,-

drove me- 13 the
Prison . Administration Building. 1
arrived approximately 8:10 P.M.

I walked into the lobby of the War-
den’s office and had the following
conversation-with Associate Warden
James Park:.

Park: What the hell are you doing

“here? A

Beban: I came to see what is going

;on and; whether you have need of our

services. -
. Park: Why don’t you go investigat.:

‘the Cammunist Party?

Bebarn: What?

Park: It is them and people lik.
you who are causing what has hay
pened today.

Beban: What do you mean?

Park: We lost three guards —three
‘goud men. The only good thing t: hat
happened all day was that we gof

“"George Jackson. Killed him.  Shos
hira through the head.
My hest

secollection  of what

“this 2Tth day of Auguat,,
. D(mu!({};

followed was that Warden Park ina
further comwens, pertaining
“radical Atrorinevs’’ ai
“revolutionsries.””
He then paused,
rather poinied
want to g inside™’
pression on his face ! did
mediately answver Lic cone
let you go in, but the ru:
kill you and T wonida't siop them
We continned cor  conversatic
with Warden ¥u-%'s reneating k
contenticn - thai il was  outsit
agisation that was stirving up the i
side prison population. The coave

looked af ¢
1 said: “Do oy
Dre 10 the ¢

sution continued fue ‘approximate

two moré -minntes at which poini
excused myself, left with the san
Correctional Officer and was drive
hack to my ¢ar.

The aforementioned Cgrrectiom:
Officer, a stacky gentleman, dresse
:\'n civiltan clothzs and smoking
-pipe, - as withiv five feet of myse

‘mud Waeden Park throughout th

cOonver :.",")" .

{ declare under the pains ar
penaitiex of periwry that the aboy
and foregeing statement of {acts m
true and correct. -

Richard William Beban
Asigust 271571
Subscribed and sworn to before n
1971
.’?fi)ﬁkim& > e
Notary Pubiic for Alameds Count
State of California
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