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. Mr, Richsrd Sebel SR :
Lawyers Constitutionsl Committee
808 Commen St : ;

New Orlesns, Ls,

Dear ¥r, Sobol,

_ Having just read the second immecurats etteck on me $n the morning
peper that gives New Orleans sbout whet it deserves, I write you with some bittere
.ness for holding out s faslse hops $o me and in meintelning s silence that deni=d :
~me the opportubity of properly looking elsewhere for the help:f meeds- - - .

" S __'mu I do not Xaow whers I would bave tuined for the legel ss-istsmss
-+ 1 require, I do lmow thet once you said you might be interested in the Consti-
- ‘tutional eepests it Would hsve been wrong for me to lock-elsewhere, . -

e  Just how ﬁnehingml_ aze the rights of imaricans when -thiij cencot bo e
esserted, when they cen be tiolsted with impunity end whed the lawyers whose °
sacred obligatien it is to defend them are themselves aloof? T ey e

There sre some Cgmstitutional richts zside Crom possession of & bluck
skin, snd if the much-sbused blsck people have been, as a class, these most denied
these righte, they sre not the only ones. Thers ers slsg those rights blaek people

_ Will not have if whites elsc do not. 4nd there are some rights thet sre at leest
" 83 basic 88 the one not %o im eny wey be disorimineted ageinst, o

> AR - Yet my experience with lawyers, notebly those considered either - ity
~ ."liberel® or ‘brogressive”, is thet they satisfy thair sonsciences apd thelp: - oo %
- obligstions by adopiion of these once unpopnlar defendents who today sre win®,
where their futures will not be demsged by the nsture of their "unpopular®
clients and osuses, On the 1ssue that I regard ss the most basiec single onse
Boday, sll ere too busy, requirs impossible sdvance fees, or make premimes
they do not keep. T - :

I am entirely without mesns. + have £3%5,000 in debt, incurred in a
. manner thed helps or at lesst tries to help a few of the besic freedoms, in=
¢luding those of lawyers, I mm not black, end I em in = field where lewyers of
en earlier ers, in Gemmany, also found themselves pre-ogeupied, with the coge
sequenges now well known. Therefore, * have no lawyer, mo rights. :

You were under tio obligstion to spesk to me, none to reprecent mes -
 But whea you d1d encoursge me, you did undertake an obligstion you heve nmot mets . . .
in feiling to let me know when you e1d you would snd thereafter foiling even to -
scknowledge receipt of eny of the letters I wrote to ask your {ntentioms, you
mede yourself aprt of the deniel of my rights, joined, es I see it, the enemies
of freedom -« in this case, fsscists, I think you shouldk l» sshmsned}

- Sincerely,

Hareld Weisberg




