- who" believe the -uncon

IF THE pessimists are right not even >
such ‘& mild measuré as the Dodd gun--%' " -
control bill has a . chance .of passage.. %' 7
- Alld “this, is’ the assessment ‘after 17 :
persons were kllled and 31 wounded by’,.r .
a'mad man who assembled on the. top_i?, s
‘of. the. tower of the Univers;ty of Texa
an arsenal for mass murder. s | -

. One'reason for the: pessin

more “than -2 muhon guns.a year with-:3 ° ;
out any restrictions ‘menaces, order- and:/z /..
stablhty is the fact that the propaganda & e
tap has been tirned on again. So power-> .
Jfulis the gun lobby that a flow. of letters“ :
‘and telegrams can be orgamzed almost“,;‘
) overmght Lk g -
o It is,cafter all, an mdustry domg
estlmated $1.5 hillion of busine S & year..
~ The National Rifle Assoclatxon, ith. e
750 000 members,. iis ~.the . grass-roots’s .,
element of thig 1obby. : Aside: from. ing; 4
" dividual, membershxps,‘the NRA has.af. s,
* filiation with 14,000 clubs. The multlply £
ing ‘effect’is. . geometric’ when'"it"comes™
.to . deluging " Congress * with tests,
“The: Rifle . Association -is.a
organization w1th thu' ‘clas
pnvileges L5

‘is‘the National Shooting. .Sports Founda
_.tion. ‘Members of the foundauon include
~nost of the biggest arms and-munitiong
manufacturers in:'the country ~Among
them .are 'DuPont, "Hercules Powd’
..Stnith ‘and. Wesson, Firearms. Interna:
tional Corporatiof, Lead Industries®As:/S .
soclatxon. In the mixed bag,’ along with L
‘the corporate ‘giants, are’ sportsvmaga- :
~zines,: gun dealers .and eporting: goods % |
associations

y : is t 3
maJor gun makers—Co t: Industrxes,
"Remington Arms, the “Winchester-West-
ern Division of Olm Matheson—based in-:
.- Connecticut. That is the home"state “of"

. Sen. Thomas J.'Dodd, the" authorof the:. -
gun-control bill.. Under investigatlon b;
‘the Serate: Elhics ‘Committee asfthe\ e
sult of charges contained in

POl
"“the’ past, To some degree, ‘this could be
true, But it'is also true that the’  bill’

"that :an.auto s

:abllity have prevented ‘the ‘mass -
a

;puts fairly drastic limits on Interstate- :-
“'mail-order shir ipments of hand guh; arrdaa I
- there are other ild 1 :
traffic in arms;
. The Dodd bi
slow crawl throu
process for- two- years Hearmgs
held, with witnes pre

sidetracked bafor reaches the Senate s
floor, ‘'or if, in"thé:me AnC
it is defeated by
‘Prospect of any. con
distant. future:;Cha
“of the: House
tee takes the detach
when .the Sennte acts ’th
.-consider, what .1t will do. :
~. When the revolt broke out in -Watts'am !
‘year; ago,  hundreéds “of'"citizens " ‘bothg
Negro-and white, rushed out’ to buyr/’
arms. News: accounts told: of gun shops ;
’;staymg .open_overtime to accommodat
‘& steady stream- ‘of’ customers. The'im: ¥l ¥
» pression . was of." rival - camps. arming |
v!themselves for ‘something like civil war;a
Those guns are still secreted; and it em'& &
hardly be’ doubted. that thh“.-,
" outbreak. they would come out

;;-, IN CALIFOR NIA Missouri
“nois cacﬁes of arms-—not merer riﬂes :
~and shotguns byt mortars, machine guns .
{and bazookas—have .been found in the™
«Dossession of such fanatic’ groups as thé'¥. ™
Minutemen,. They boast that they”h'nean*a
“to- use these arms to resist a “Com i
nist takeoyer.” Their definition. of ‘Com:
‘munist is’ broad: enough to" cover any-«
«body : short of the” John Bu'ch Ssociety
- and even the Birchite nay-be suspec 8l
{:The’ argument of the gun lobby 18 like ™
that of the auto’ manufactuters .who: gay.™ .

- drunken -and ;

man

derer ;Charles ‘W}utman from'
mg most. of his. arsenal & b

- But it is at. least'a ﬁrst s p, an d this
“of course, is' why -the -lobby is- so - bent" -
~on, stoppmg it_dead at this stage, 'I‘h
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