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t'ani per Recalled in Kansas Hometown
As an ‘Average Not Militant’ Youth

ny LAWRENCE Van GELDER
"“In Emporia, Kan., vester-
day, Mark James Robert Es-.
sex: was remembered as an
. “average”. sort of young
" man, whose brushes with the
..Jaw prior to his dea_th Sun-
srday ‘night as a ‘suspected’
- smper on a New Orleans roof

“"Were no. worse than a tew

“Lraftfic violations.

“He..was -average, normal, -

‘~’~not militant — average -in:
: ‘grades and ‘behavior,” said
"‘"R’o’bert'Ludle, who was prin-

_ipal of Emporia Senior High
School when Mr.  Essex,.
known as Jimmy, was gradu- ;

ated in 1967. i

-“I don’t think he was ever
in trouble,” said Moris Dell,
a compositor at The Emporia
Gazette, who: lives a few
‘blocks from -the Essex home
tnd knows the family.

LAt the Navy recrmtmg of-
nce in the city whose popu-
lation. as recorded in the
1970 census ‘was 23,327, of
whom 569 are blacks, records
showed the dead man’s date
of birth as Aug. 12, 1949.

3 Traffic Violations
According - to - Aviation
Ordnance Man 1st Cl. Roger

F.Bafus, on duty at the re-

ctttiting station, the record
of ~Mr. Essex’s recruitment
—fhe entzred the Navy on
Jan. 13, 1959—showed that
ME, Essex had been in-
volved in three traffic vio-
lations.

‘One of them, he said, was
fof failing to heed a stop
slgn, one for speedmg ant;
on? for illegal passing. The
record showed, the recruiter

© said, that Mr. Essex had en-
tered the Navy at an advance
pay grade, that of seaman
apprentice rather than as
seaman recruit, because he
had had some college train-
ing.

At Labette . Community.

Junior College, a two year
college in Parson, Ka., with
an enrollmentof about 320
students, records showed that
Mr. Essex had entered the
Kansas State College -at
Pittsburg, Kan.,, n. the au-
turan of 1967.

The following " spring, "he
lransfelred to Labetfe and

showed that Esacx returned

compieiea tne semester be-
fore spending the summer as
». transfer student at the
Kansas State Teachers Col-
lege in Emporia.” - )
Leaves- College .

According to a spokesman
for Labette, . the - record

to Labette in the fall of 1968

and withdrew from the col-.
lege with passing grades in

November, when a tran-.
script of his record was’
forwarded at his request to

the Navy recruiting office.

In January, 1969, a final tran-

script was. forwarded to the

Navy.

zThe spokesman said that

the: record showed that

Essex had been studying ac-

Mark James Robert Essex
"in a 1967 high - school
year-book photograph
counting and had grades that

. were about average.

In Washington, the Navy sald N
Essex was, given a general dis-
charge for unsuitability on Feb...

10, 1970.° A spokesman said

this type of discharge involved

“character and. behavior dis:
oorders,” but would not elabo-
rate. Mr, Dell, the néwspaper

United Press [nfernational =~ °’ year-round Head . Start pro- -

'composxtt;r sald he believed
:-Essex had worked in Emporia

for ‘a while after being di-
charged.
What happened afterward .
was still unclear yesterday.
- At the newspaper office,
Mr. Essex’s father, who was
identified on Navy records as

- Mark Henry O'Dell Essex,
. was described as a foreman

for the Fanestil * Packing
Company in Emporia.
Carroll Schubert, Federal
_projects coordinator for the
Board of Education in Em-
porvia,‘v said that the dead
man’s mother, Nellie, who
had recently completed work
for -2 master’s degree in early
childhood teaching, was em-
ployed as a teacher in a

gram, . . .
‘Mr. Schubert said that,

- ‘Mark Essex was one of five

children, three boys and two
_ girls. Mrs. Essex, he sdid,
was a teacher in a class of
16 children, 3- and 4-year-
olds.

“She was informed of this
family  catastrophe  this-
morning during her working <

-'hours,. Mr.. Schubert said,

“and left the job upon being
informed.”




NEW YORK TIMES, WEDNESDAY, JANUA

RY 10, 1977

s - R Assoc| Press

‘Alex Vega, chief of the New Orleans Police Department’s

‘ballistics bureau, holding the .44-caliber rifle found on

. the roof of the Howard Johnson’s Motor Lodge, left, and

the shotgun used by Louis Sirgo, deputy superintendent
who was slain, Maj. Henry Morris is at right.
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Polzce Head in New Orleans Crzszs

Clarence Benedict Giarrusso

BKy JOHN KIFNER
Special to The New York Times )
NEW ORLEANS, Jan, 9—
Thirty hours without sleep,
his face deeply lined, Police
Superintendent Clarence B.
Giarrusso slumped on a
couch in Downtown Howard
Johnson'’s Motor Lodge and
tried to answer the questions
peppering him.
Was it a national conspir-
acy? Had his men

Man acted properly?

in the And, above all,
S . where was the

Ncw: second sniper?

"For a day and
a half thxs city, fascinated
and horrified had watched,
glued to televsion sets, as
thousands of rounds of gun-
fire echoed only a few blocks
from City Hall
motel one or more snipers,
secure in concrete bunkers
formed by stair shafts, held

off hundreds of law-enforce-

ment officers until one sniper
was slain from a helicopter.

For Clarence. Benedict Gi-
arrusso, it ‘was. the worst
crisis in a two-year leader-
ship of a police force that
‘has seen numerous crises.

Uncertain Answers

His answers -in the heat
of the latest crisis early this
morning were uncertain but
measured. Later today, after
some sleep, the answers were
no more certain.

"I'm undecided,” he said
on the question of the ex-
istence of the second sniper.
“Right now we have evi-
dence on both sides.”

And, although politicians
here are decrymg an alleged
nationwide
slay policemen, the superin-
i "tendent shied : away from
. such assertions, noting only
¢ that “there are fuzzy groups,
but in our free and open so-
ciety we permlt them to ex-
ist.”

A cop's cop, Superintend-
ent Giarrusso joined the de-
partment on July 3, 1949,
after serving as a- sergeant
in the Marine. Corps. "His
brother was a policeman, one
of his daughters is married

to a policeman and his nep-

hew is a policeman.

Twenty-one years after he
joined the department, he
succeeded his brother, Joseph
I. Giarrusso, as superintend-
ent... '

I'went through, [ kept putting
his jacket aside.” -

In between, Mr. Giarrusso
srose through the motorcycle
-division to the narcotics bu-
reau in 1954, where he be-
came a-Sergeant, then a
lieutenant, finaily a' captain

Associated Press
His personnel folder
“kept sticking out.”

Atop the’

in command of the narcotics
squad in 1968."

Meanwhile, he was study-
ing at night to win three
degrees: a law degree from

Loyola University and de-
grees in criminology
public businéss administra-

tion from Tulane.

Mr.  Giarrusso, a stocky
man of medium height, de-
votes almost all of his time
to his police work and fam-
ily, and has no hohbies, al-
though he  sometimes goes
salt-water fishing for. red-
fish.

leans on March 28, 1921,
He and his wife, the former
Catherine Viviano, have two
daughters, Lea, 21 years old,
and Cathy, 20, and a son,
Clarence JIr., 6, who was de-
scribed by a friend as “the
light of his father’s life.”

and -

He was born. in New Or-

*
. “Since he took over, the.
departrhent has been beset”
by one crisis. after another,”»
said - Policewoman Carol A..
Gomon, the department’s,
public-information director.
“His philosophy is to move:
slowly, accurately and com--
pletely. He avoids rumor ande
sensationalism.”

The first crisis came short-,
ly after he took over the de-qz
partment. A ggoup of Black®
Panthers barricaded ‘them-”
selves’in a building near the:
all-blacy Desire public-hous-:.
ing project, and a gun battle
ensued. -y

Superintendent Giarrusso’ s,
supporters note that he sent”
his ‘man around the neigh-'
borhood first,” knocking on’
doors and warmng people to!
leave the area. But he alsé*
received ~ strong  criticism™
from blacks for his conduct
of the raid. .

A second incident mvolved‘
the eviction of some Panthers
who had barricaded them-
selves in the basement of one
of the buildings in the project.

Mr. Giarrusso, dispatched;
a force of armed men but
then removed them when a
lawyer for the Panthers said
an injunction’ was being
sought. The - superintendent
explained. to -the angry and
frustrated pollcemen that he,
was seeking ‘“to avoid a.
bloodbath” and. to allow the,
Panthers legal recourse. 5

The Panthers were lat.er:,
seized by the police.

Superintendent Giarrusso’ s
term has been marked both-
by criticism and praise, often
from the same groups of

people at ‘different times. 7

conspu‘acy to




New Orleans Sniper Identified;
Rifle Linked to Killing of Rookie

By MARTIN

Speclal to The New York Times

NEW ORLEANS, Jan. 9—The
police identified the slain New
Orleans sniper today as Mark
Essex, 23 years old, of Emporia,
Kan.

They also said the rifle used
to shoot hotel guests and
policemen in a 12-hour rampage
on Sunday was the same
weapon that killed a police
cadet and wounded a patrol-
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in Emporia on Jan. 13, 1969. A
Navy spokesman in Washington
said he was given a general
disability discharge on Feb. 10,
1970.

In an hour-long news con-
ference, Mr. Giarrusso con-
firmed that New Orleans police-
men had been trailing Essex
Sunday morning before he
slipped into the Downtown

man in New Orleans on New|Howard Johnson’s Motor Lodge

Year’s Eve.

Police Superintendent Clar-|guests, policemen and firemen,
ence B. Giarrusso said there
wag “some evidence of a con- guests and a hotel

and began firing at hotel

Three policemen, two motel:
employe

spiracy” involved in Sunday's|yere killed and 10 policemen

sniping.

and two firemen wounded by

But he said he could not say|gunfire in fusillades of rifle,
flatly that Essex was part of|pullets before noon on Sunday.|

a national conspiracy to kill

Superintendent Giarrusso said

policemen, as has been asserted that Essex “was allegedly in-

by other officials in Louisiana.

Essex enlisted in the NavyiContinued on Page 22, Column 2

Continued From Page 1, Cal. 2
volved in an automobile ac-!
cident” in New Or'eans Sunday;
morning and that he “com-|
‘mandeered a’ car at gun point",I
'and was “involved in a chase.”!
Mr. Giarrusso would not be|
more pecific, .although he de-|
nied that the chase was by the:
Jpolice. The police have not!
Icompleted an investigation, he!
isaid: 0 !
) “We will make a report and
the report’ will be made pub-’
{Iic," he said. ’
The superintendent said he
’s‘till believed that two snipers
iwere involved in the Sunday-
{Monday shootout, but said he
jwas not so positive today as’
‘he was yesterday. . ;
i “Right now, after having had,
a night’s sleep, I won't say yes
and T won’t say no,” he said,
freferrinig to. whether there was'
jonly one_assailant, :
{ It is -possible, he said, that a-
Isecond ' sniper slipped out of!
ithe' heavily' guarded - hotel: ;
fThere was ‘a ‘“‘space of time”!
Ibefore the :police could get a
jcopy of the building’s plans|
land found ‘out that there was'
|2 way to get from the motor
.lodge to a nearby building, he’
isaid. .
i Superintendent Giarrusso said
ithere was too much evidence:
‘that there was a second sniper|
to abandon .the idea completely,
“We " have _ evidence both!

ways,”’ he said. . -, | Lo
i,foter Esséx was - shot to‘
ideath on the"hotel roof, a Ma-|
irine helicopter was fired upon,;
ihe said. - B i
i “One would have to assume.
'that - if there was. no s‘econ'd:
isniper, the.police fired 'those’
!shots, -and ‘that’s possible but:
not likely,” -he said. ) i
He said that some policemen|
iwere sure they had seen a sec-

; v -
ond sniper and had fired at!
him... . M

“Many, many shots were:
fired . at this ghost while he
moved,” he said, “And the men’
who were there near the roof
heard conversation after the!
first sniper was shot.”" :

Mr. Giarrusso said-that one;
of the Marine helicopters was
hit by bullets after Essex was,
shot to death. He said the bul-|
let holes had been reported by
ithe Marine lieutenant colonel;
iwho was piloting the. aircraft.i
I Mr. Glarrusso would - not say!
‘what evidence the police had!
that Essex . could  have. been
part of a plot to kill New Or-!
leans police officers. However,!
he indicated that part of this/
evidence was the arranging of!
a room for Essex at the How-!
ard Johnson Hotel by sameone
eise,

The superintendent said that
a .44-caliber Magnum rifle was'
the only weapon found on the

roof of the 17-story hotel when
the police stormed it yesterday
afternoon. seeking the phantom
second sniper, . - - -
The weapon,- smashed "into
four pieces, was lying near the
ishattered "body of Essek, who
|was felled by red. tracer bullets
fired by the. police from a-hov-
ering Marine -helicopter...”. "~
. Ballistics tests ‘showed " that
the rifle had beén used to shoot

Dr. Robert Steagall of Roanoke,” Mr. Giarrusso said that
Va., and Deputy Police Super-Essex who comes from a mid-
intendent Louis Sirgo on Sun- dle-class family <~ his father 1»
day and on Dec. 31 to attack | - coo
two police cadets and a city tgreman at a packing plant and
patrolman, Mr. Giarrusso said.- his mother a teacher at a day
Cadet Alfred Harrell. Jr, a'care center—had lived in New
19-year-old Negro, ‘was killed:Orieans for_about six manths,
and Patrolman Edwin Hosli 2’ po worked for a  Federal.
White, were shot down in thezoency  the superintendent,
darkness’in the New YearsEve‘said‘ but he would not say'
assault. . :  Iwhich one. Nor would he give’
The ballistics - tests wereiipe sniper’s New Orleans ad-
made by Alex Véga, chief ofigress . . - . !
the New Orleans ballistics bu- 8 i
reau.. Mr. Vega said the rifle] S3¥s Relatives Cooperated !
was a .44-caliber Magnum car-| “The relatives have ' been
bine, which holds six shots—ivery cooperative,” he said.
five in the magazine and one in} The chief said' Essex's place
the barrel. lof employment did not appear
The rifle wus so badly dam-'to have any connection with
aged by the shots of palicemen the sniping attack that’ para-
who poured 100 or more roundsilyzed the area for almost 36
of ammunition into Essex’s hours, : ;
body that it would not fire, Mr.| Mr. Giarrusso would not say!
Vega said. S0 but other police officials con-!
However. he added, ha was-firmed. that Essex had been a
able to force a slug through the suspect for several days in the{
1barrel and the rifling marks on New Year’s Eve attack. ;
jthe bullet could be compared: ~The evidence gathered thus!
|With the bullets taken from theifar does not clearly -indicate|
‘bodies of : Cadet ‘Harrell, Mr. that:the Howard Johnson shoot-[
;Sirgo and Dr. Steagall: . Mg was part of a conspiracy,
I .Mr. Vega, who was one of:Mr. Giarrusso said.
ithe police” marksmen who shotj .“There is some evidence of
{Essex "as he fled across thela conspiracy by other people,”|
imotel rooftop Sunday night, he' said. - It "there were others!
1said tests showed that all the!involved, it was 2small num-j
islugs  came from
‘'weapon.

the same ber, he said, “two, three'orl
“four.” C e,




Péliccvei Weighed and Discarded__;;
Many Tacticsin S niper Assault

NEW ORLEANS, Jan. 9 (AP)

—The - police considered and:
discarded everything from a

An armor-boftomed Ma‘rﬂine‘z
helicopter made at least tweo'

frontal assault to helicopter dozen passes on the “sniper's
liﬁain?s andu even the. usep of ‘Position while six police marks-

-} : H : i
flame throwers in their 32-hour:men armed with military rifles
attempt to kill or capture the poured fire into the shadows
sniper or snipers in the Down- where the sniper was believed

town Howard Johnson's Motor 1o have been hiding.
The heavy  guns drove a

Lodge.
“Mostly the assault on the'_ . ;
concrete bunker atop the hotelmePer from his bunker out
iftluded the use of automatic 0nto the open roof of the 18-
rvifles and hand guns. with a;story building and the airborne.
féWw ineffectual shotgun rounds marksmen combined their ef-)
fired from out of range. ‘forts - with - sharpshooters on:
Concussion and phosphorous;.sgl'l'oundlﬂz buildings to- cut;
gtenades were frequently con- him down. L o
sidered but never used. So' The police radio sizzled with|
were flame throwers. Concus-|reported sightings, disclaimers
sion grenades were ruled out

|

jand position reports, all inter-|
hecause of danger to the police spersed by Police Superintend-|
helding the stairway landing on ent Clarence Giarrusso Wlthl
the- tloor directly below thethe repeated admonition: “No-)
snipers.

'body is authorized. to fire, We’
S48 ihave men. in the building. No.
;one is authorized to fire.” i

Sharpsheoting Approved |

About 20 minutes later, a
Isharpshooter on the Federal
:Building, 500 yards away, said::
{“I have a clear shot at him.” !

Mr. Giarrusso had lost three
men in the early flurries, and
three civilians had also bean
killed. He did not want to lose
any more. o

“Jake, are your men out of
that door?” he radioed.

“My men are below the roof
level,” Jake responded.

Mr. Giarrusso then approved
the effort, saying: “406, give it
atry” \ i

It-was.a misty, dark morning
;nd 406 could not see his shots

it. . i

A radio voice in City Hall, a
block away and directly across
from the iedge, called his fire:

‘We could collapse the whole
damned roof down on our peo-
ple,” a police lieutenant said.
.Pulling the men back down
one floor was ruled out because
police officials were afraid a
sniper was monitoring their;
radio . broadcasts and would

move down with them, get back|

info the building and start the
tragedy all over again.
Phosphorous grenades and
flame throwers start fires, and!
fifémen had already been ex-
posed to fire and gunfire.
Elephant Guns Used

-“Elephant guns” — 300-mm,
Weatherbys-—and .458 magnum
Winchesters were ruléd out
béacause, -as one official said,
“if you. miss, you could go
right through the building and
kill someone 10 blocks away.”

An attempt to use tear gas
was made Sunday, but the
wind was so strong it dispersed
the gas, making it ineffective.

~As the hours dragged by and
the sniper returned sporadic
fire, the weapons being used by
the police could ‘not punch
through the heavy walls.

Seven of the “elephant:
guns” wewre finally brought

“You’re just a hair to the
right.”

Another shot.

“You've got him moving.

You're right over his head.
Lower it a bit.”

Then Jake's voice from the
16th floor: *“Uh, that round
came into the 16th floor.”

into play, however, to hammer’ * A few more attempts resulted
a hole in the eight-inch con-in stray shots coming close to
crete walls of ‘the sniper'smen in the building, so Mr.
biinker. Marksmen began send- Giarrusso canceled efforts to,
ing the heavy rounds into the'pick the sniper off under such!
pillbox at 2:40 .AM. Monday conditions. I
and in 20 minutes had punched With “daylight, e chﬁpperi
a~hole measuring three by two, passed and repassed, but failed
{eet. Ito draw fire, l



