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C

IA
 D

irector D
efen

d
s S

taff C
u

tb
ack

s 
C

IA
 D

irector Stansfield T
urner yes-

terday defended his controversial cut- 
b

ack
s in

 th
e C

en
tral In

telligen
ce 

A
gency's clandestine service w

hile ac- 
k

n
ow

led
gin

g th
at th

ey h
ave sh

ak
en

 
m

orale. 
"C

learly there is a m
orale problem

 
w

hen you ask 212 persons to leave," 
T

urner told reporters on C
apitol H

ill 
yesterday follow

ing a secret briefing 
for the- Senate Intelligence C

om
m

it-
tee. "I feel like a football coach w

ith 
too m

any good players on the team
." 

A
t th

e sam
e tim

e, T
u

rn
er said

 h
e 

w
as "

very d
isap

p
oin

ted
"

 in
 form

er 
C

IA
 for 'censorship and clearance be-

thorized account of the final period of 
th

e 'V
ietn

a
m

 w
a

r, a
 b

o
o

k
 ca

lled
 

"
D

ecen
t In

terval"
 ju

st p
u

b
lish

ed
 b

y 
R

andom
 H

ouse. 
In the book, Snepp charges that the 

A
m

erican evacuation of South V
iet-

nam
 in A

pril, 1975, w
as a chaotic dis-

aster brought on by m
ajor U

.S. intelli- 

gence failures in. Saigon and W
ashing. 

ton
. S

n
ep

p
. 34, said

 th
at h

e d
ecid

ed
 

n
ot to su

b
m

it h
is m

an
u

scrip
t to th

e 
C

IA
 for cnesorship and clearance be-

cau
se th

e C
IA

 h
ad

 m
ad

e selective 
lea

k
s to

 th
e p

ress in
 o

rd
er to

 
"

w
h

itew
ash

 h
is role"

 in
 th

e cvaeu
a 

tion. 
T

urner said Snepp had violated his 
w

ritten oath of secrecy as a C
IA

 offi-
cer and also broken a personal prom

-
ise to T

u
rn

er to su
b

m
it h

is m
an

u
-

script for review
. "H

e let m
e dow

n," 
the C

IA
 director said, adding that he  

w
as searching for w

ays to tighten se-
curity and to em

phasize to C
IA

 em
-

ployes that they m
ust heed their oath. 

A
s for the substance of Snepp's alle-

gations, T
urner said that "in m

y view
, 

M
r. S

n
ep

p
 w

as n
ot in

 a p
osition

 of 
su

fficien
t au

th
ority to h

e a good
 

judge of decisions m
ade by the State 

D
epartm

ent, the D
efense D

epartm
ent 

an
d

 th
e C

IA
 in

 W
ash

in
gton

 an
d

 in
 

Saigon." Snepp, w
ho spent five years 

in the C
IA

's Saigon station, had been 
th

e agen
cy's p

rin
cip

al an
alyst of 

N
orth V

ietnam
ese political affairs. 

T
h

ere h
as b

een
 sp

ecu
lation

 th
at 

som
e of the 816 C

IA
 officials cut or 

about to be cut from
 the agency's ros-

ter m
igh

t b
e em

b
ittered

 en
ou

gh
 to 

m
ak

e p
u

b
lic som

e of th
eir in

sid
e 

k
n

ow
led

ge, b
u

t T
u

rn
er said

 h
e h

ad
 

"d
eep

 con
fid

cn
ee in

 th
e loyalty an

d
 

p
atriotism

 of th
e p

erson
s w

h
o h

ave 
w

orked for us." H
e said the only prob-

lem
s of public disaffection have com

e 
from

 em
ployes "w

ho have left us on 
their ow

n," such as Snepp and form
er 

C
IA

 officers P
h

ilip
 A

gee an
d

 Joh
n

 
Stockw

ell. 


