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rin
g a 

cam
paign visit to suburban A

lexandria, 
V

a. tw
o w

eeks before the 1976 presiden-
tial election, D

em
ocratic candidate Jim

-
m

y C
arter pledged his support on behalf 

of governm
ent "w

histle-blow
ers." 

"I intend to seek strong legislation to 
p

rotect ou
r fed

eral em
p

loyees from
 

harassm
ent and dism

issal if they find 
out and report w

aste and dishonesty by 
their superiors or others," C

arter pro-
m

ised on that autum
n day. 

"
T

h
e F

itzg
era

ld
 ca

se, w
h

ere a
 

dedicated civil servant w
as fired from

 
the D

efense D
epartm

ent for reporting 
c
o
st o

v
e
r
r
u

m
s, m

u
st n

e
v
e
r
 b

e
 

repeated," he added. 
A

. E
rn

est F
itzgerald

 is p
erh

ap
s th

e 
govern

m
en

t's b
est k

n
ow

n
 w

h
istle-

blow
er. H

e w
as fired from

 his job as an 
A

ir F
orce cost m

anagem
ent expert in 

1969, after revealing to a congressional 
com

m
ittee that cost overruns on the C

-
5A

 cargo plane w
ould cost the taxpayers 

$2 billion. 
H

arold B
row

n, Secretary of the A
ir 

F
orce at the tim

e of the em
barrassing 

disclosures, asked his staff to prepare a 
m

em
o outlining w

ays to dispose of F
it-

zgerald, then presided over the firing. 
W

hen C
arter w

as elected president, he 
brought B

row
n back into governm

ent as 
Secretary of D

efense. 
F

itzgerald
 also h

as retu
rn

ed
 to th

e  

P
entagon, but he took a different route, 

A
fter a four-year legal battle that cost 

an estim
ated $400,000 to $500,000, he w

on 
reinstatem

ent to the federal payroll in 
1973 and w

as given a new
 title, A

ir Force 
D

eputy for Productivity M
anagem

ent. 
B

ut today F
itzgerald w

orks from
 a 

sm
all office in the P

entagon attic and 
h

as b
een

 p
roh

ib
ited

 b
y h

is su
p

eriors 
from

 scrutinizing any m
ajor w

eapons 
system

s in search of w
aste, dishonesty 

or inefficiency. T
he president has lost 

interest in "the F
itzgerald case." 

, W
h

en
 C

arter recen
tly w

as ask
ed

 
about F

rank Snepp, the form
er C

entral 
Intelligence A

gency analyst w
hose book 

revealed
 C

IA
 b

u
n

glin
g on

 a m
assive 

scale in the closing days of the V
ietnam

 
w

ar, he offered a chilly response. 	
- 

C
riticizing those w

ho "w
rite a book 

revealing our nation's utm
ost secrets," 

the president said "I don't look on Frank 
S

n
ep

p
 as on

e of th
e greatest w

h
istle-

blow
ers of all tim

es." 
N

evertheless, C
arter continues to pro-

fess concern for the plight of w
hat he 

calls "legitim
ate w

histle-blow
ers." 

W
hen he recently unveiled his plan for 

civil service reorganization, the presi-
dent noted that it included "an O

ffice of 
Special C

ounsel . . . to protect (those) 
w

ho expose gross m
anagem

ent errors 
and abuses." 

B
ut the W

hite H
ouse proposal includes  

p
reciou

s little to en
cou

rage an
d

 even
 

less to protect governm
ent em

ployees 
w

ho disclose w
rongdoing. 

C
arter's plan authorizes the Special 

C
ounsel to intervene in instances w

here 
a w

histle-blow
er is dem

oted, suspended 
or tran

sferred
 —

 b
u

t n
ot in

 cases of 
d

ism
issa

l. T
h

u
s, th

e p
ro

p
o

sa
l en

-
courages firing, the m

ost extrem
e sanc-

tion against boat-rockers. 

T
h

e S
p

ecial C
ou

n
sel also lack

s th
e 

pow
er to enforce any order against a 

presidential appointee, the category of 
fed

era
l o

fficia
ls th

a
t in

clu
d

es a
ll 

cab
in

et-level an
d

 su
b

-cab
in

et p
olicy-

m
akers —

 the people w
ho usually do the 

firing in sensitive cases. 

W
histle-blow

er' have lim
ited protec-

tion if they disclose an offense covered 
by law

 or regulation, such as corruption, 
frau

d
 or d

ish
on

esty. B
u

t th
ere is n

o 
sim

ilar provision covering w
aste, ineffi-

ciency or negligence. 
A

lso unprotected is the disclosure of 
c
la

ssifie
d

 in
fo

r
m

a
tio

n
, th

u
s 

p
erp

etu
atin

g a d
iscred

ited
 system

 
u

n
d

er w
h

ich
 b

u
reau

crats u
se a "

top
 

secret"
 statu

s to forever h
id

e th
eir 

m
istakes from

 the public. 
If C

arter's proposal had been in effect, 
during F

itzgerald's battle w
ith the A

ir 
F

orce, "it w
ould have hurt rather than 

helped," says F
itzgerald. "It appears to 

strip aw
ay rights that ! presently have." 
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"I'm waiting to see which ones are for cle ning up the mess they made 
proclaiming they were all for cleaning up he government." 


