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Docaments Found in Martin’s Home, Car

Ex-Envoy’s Possession of

‘flict from-1963 to 1975, As

By Laurence Stern
and John M. Goshko
Washington Pogt Btatf Writers -
. The Justice. Department is investi-
gating the possession of voluminous
files of top-secret intelligence docu-
ments the FBI recovered last January
from the home and automobile of for-
mer U.S. ambassador to South Viet-
nam Graham Martin,
The documents, according to one
knowledgeable official, include highly

classified CIA communications be- -

tween the former U.S. embassy in Sai.
gon and Washington.

They cover the entire span of major
U.S. involvement in the Vietnam con-
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- story than has been done sp- far They
-should have a shot. at it,” sp ‘d the ior-‘
“mer ambassadors .. . .

;" DOCUMENTS, From Al .

“ot‘ Martm s actions expressed concem
“or interest in domg anythmg about
the matter, Snepp added. o

5. Martin, interviewed by telephoi:e at

*a.Winston-Salem, N.C., hospital where

.he is recovering from lung  surgery,

ssaid he had intended to turn over the
papers to the Lyndon B. Johnson Li-
“brary in"Austin, Tex. ~

+7 “I thought the hlstorians mlght ‘be

-»»able to do a better job at telling the

_ Saigon embassy,

- ported it stolen:

put it, “hardly anyone whq played an
important role in the Vietnkm drama”
was omitted from the clgssified re-

‘ ports in ‘Martin’s possession. “It in-
r viceroy- -

cludes the entire:time of
ship in Vietnam,” he said.

The Justice Départment has been
considering whether to| prosecute
Martin under a seldom-ysed statue
dealing with the “misuse” of classified
documents. Officials at th¢ State De-
partment could cite no evidence that
Martin .had permission to keep the
documents, which are presumed to
have been taken from the files of the
where |he served

N

But Martin dld not call

-trunk of his ‘car an:d ‘called| the FBI ‘in
on'the case; The acciden ] discovery
was made by police in th¢ course ‘of
recovering Martin’s car ajter he re-

- The discovery of the large cache of
highly secret documents whs made by

“the state police last Janpary when

‘they found several carton$ of papers
both inside the car ang scattered
around it. -

were transferred to the (

N.C,, office of the FBI. Marntin says he
also has retained some dopuments in
his home . which he intends to anno-
tate and deliver to the LBJ Library.
The former ambassador gaid he re.
gards all the papers as his personal
possessions. ;
-In addition, Martin- has t41d- officials
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pne official

from July 1873 until the Amerlcan

evacuation April 30, 1975. '
Former CIA officer Frank Snepp,:

who wrote a highly ecritical ‘book

"about his service in Vietnam, said in a-

phone interview last night that he had
told the CIA and the Senate. Intelli-
gence Committee in 1977 that Martin
took secret documents with him in the
evacuation from Saigon.

“He told me he kept them so he
could have the last word on (former
Secretary of State Henry A) Kis
singer,” Snepp said. o

None of the authorities he mformed
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)ssessmn of

of the LBJ library that his proposed
gift includes a third category of doeu-

“ments that currently are being held in
_.~two security vaults at the State De-
:partment in Washington and that, ac-

cording to:Martin, are to be turned

over to the library after joint screen-

ing by him and department officials. -
Harry Middleton, -director of - the :

‘LBY Library, said Martin' contacted
him last Feb. 13 and notified him of

“his' decision to deposit ‘papers in the

.archive. He said Martin told him of
the circumstancesof the car theft the
preceding month -and -that the FBI
had taken éustody.of portions of his
proposed bequest. -

) Mlddleton said he was not awm
-that a criminal investigation was be-
ing conducted into Martin’s- posses-
sion of the documents, “We bad been
going on the assumption that the li-
brary would get the documents after

the FBI, and I presumed the State De-

partment, made . the necessary deter-
minations about what we were enti-
tled to receive.” .

State Department ofﬂclals involved
in the case said yesterday they had
never heard in its eight-month history
that Martin intended to bequeath the
impounded documents to the LBJ Li-
brary.

dedleton said he prepared a deed
of gift which Martin signed on Feb,
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22. The LBJ Library director then' for-
warded: it to James B: ‘Rhoads, archi-
‘¥ist 6f the United States in Washing-
ton. Rh_oads, in turn, said he routinely
-accepted the transfer to the library—a
procedure required in-all such ‘trans-
fers to presidential libraries.
“Normally we leave it-up to the'di-
rectors of the presidential library in-
volved to.satisfy themselves that the
gift is in order,” Rhoads told The
Washington Post last ‘night. He added
that he was unaware 6f any criminal

investigation into the ecircumstances :

of the classiffed material. “Normally I

don’t get into that sort of thing unless !

- there is some problem thta is called to

my attention and that requh'es check ‘ :

ing” he said..
Justice, State and- FBI spokesmen

audeeunedtocommentontheMar;.

tin affair.

It was leamed. however, that the
content of the find included some of
the most sensitive documents that can
pass through any . embassy—back.
.channel CIA cables which bypass the

State Department’s traffic network .
and personnel, lometimes lncludlng )

the ambassador.

Unlike ' the .cases of Frank Snepp
and Daniel Ellsberg, central figure in °
the Pentagon Papers case, as well as

other dissident, former officials, there :

is no‘evidence that Maitin intended to
publish the classifled material. :

In the telephone interview yester o

day, Martin said, “I have w

about his Vietnam expe ence. The "
Dally News said Martin jsgoke of hav- -

. and adding: “I was lookihg at them
" the other day. They make
: teresting reading.”

The episode of the doc

- the latest in a series of

iments: was

ment within the State
. and later retired. His management of
the final weeks of the evapuation has
been criticized within the government

" as well as by such outsidp critics as -

 former CIA intemgen g officer
. Snepp. e
From all the evidence - vesterday it

. appeared that the Martin case was be-
" ing handled at low level jwithin the

: Justice Department’s  crithinal . divi- .

| sion. Deputy Attorney Gengral Benja-
‘min R. Civiletti, who overgees crimi-

{ nal investigations and pnosecutions,’

"said yesterday in Salt Lake (City, Utah,
. that he was unaware of the matter

assignments, including the ambassa-

' mighty in-
e

Martin began his State Department
. career in 1947. He held several major -

- - GRAHAM MARTIN
« « “written nothing about Vietnam”

dorshlps to Thailand and Italy, before
going to Vietnam,

. Washington Post staff writer Charles
R. Babcock contributed to this article.




