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“ORDINARILY THIS AGENCY does not
respond to public criticlsm,” the CIA's
genaral counsel wrote the general coun-
gel of Harpsr & Row publishing com-
pany last July 5, “However in this case
we are under the strongest directive to
support the TS t's effort
against the internatlonal nercotics traffle
and are bending every effert to do so.
We belleve we cannot stand by and s2a
baseless eriticlsm designed to undermine
confidence in thal effort without trying
to set the record straight. . . "

The subject of this extraordinary letter
was Tha Politics of Herotn in Southeast
Asia by Alred W. MeCoy, a doctoral
candidate at Yale University. Hatper &
Row provided the CIA with advance

proofs of the book and affer receiving .

a stutement of rebuttal covering several
of McCoy's nllegations of Agency involve-
ment in opium traific, the hook was
published.

If the Intervantion had-any effect, it

has probably been to boost the sales of -

McCoy's book; certainly it turned His
publication into something of a couse
célébre. Perhaps the Agancy would have
bettar served its own intarests by follow-
ing the time-honored Intelllgence precept
of maintaining sileace la times of adver-
sity, Public accountability has never been
its strongest game,

By its naturs as one of the world's
most profitabls iilizit businesses, the
opium and heroln trail is heavily cano-
pied with underworld and official se-
crecy. In the Golden Triangle region of
northeastern Burma, nerthern Thailand
and northern Laos, the principal opium
growing and processing area in Southeast
Asia, the trafiic Is fad by Lighland tribes,
mingr warlords and tary sal-
diars, and it is controlled by high-ranking
offictals of the three countries, This dis-
tribution eystem fed heroin into tho veins
of American soldiers in Vietnam and into
the international heroin stream that sur-
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Two commaon herain brands

ars Tiger and the Globe {above)
containing 7/10 of & kilogram

of 80 to 99 per cent pure heroin,
manufactured in the Golden
Triangle aren; and Curved
Dragon, aretail packet of 3 to 6
per cent pure lieroin, sold on the
streots af Bunghok for 12 U.S.
cents. Iluatrurions from the book

faces in the ghettos and sub-
urbs of the United States.
Mcr:oyhudmeajz;urdgan;l“m?hm
hensive reporting job. He a1
g'mdsmhnstm

patent to talk about it. It Is his argument
that when the United States embarked
on the geopolitical objective of trying to
contain Chingse and North Vietnamess
power 2t thair borders in Southeast Asia,
it slippad inexorably Into the marcoties

fraffic.
The International market had been

lonial powers, chiefly Britain and France.
Grast Britaln in the lafe 18th century
took the first big step toward internation-
alization of the Asian drug traffic by
mONO|

1838 to

Under the forced infusions of opium
from British-ruled India the Chinese im-
ports rose from a level of 340 tons in
the first decade of (he 18th century to
8,500 tons by 1880. It was in this period
that the Chiness began a pro-
gram of d ic oplum P
much of i in the outlying provincas of
Széchwan and Yunan, By the beginning
of the 20th cantury, China had an addict
population of 15 million. The wave of
Chinese ions into Southeast Asia

migrations

mﬂ_ the scourge of addiction south-
WAT

The French played a similar role in
expanding and monopolizing opium pro-
duction under colonial suthority.. Cen-
turies before the French arrived the Meo
tribal psaple cultivated and smoked opi-

ing death" with which the Chinese coo-
lies escaped their wretched life cycle of
toil, poverty sud disease. The French
establishead their own monopoly and con-
verted the Meo poppy harvests into an
important cash crop which was taxed
and sold to the growing addict populs
tion of Indochina. By the heginning of
Warld War Two, according to MeCoy's
research, there were some 2,500 opium
dens-In Indochina serving about 100,000
lmﬂﬂ.

The Viet Minh war of indepandence
aventually became a major challenge to
French | rule and & dr_unom
movemant the French turned

- to the Meo tribal peoples in the Laotien

highlands and to their poppy harvests.

neh
ary “Qperation X." a top-secret
project for the collection and tr.
. of Meo opium into the Saigon mar
where it was turned over to the Blnh

which the French ocoupation authorities
permitted to take over civil authority In
Saigon. By the tims American influsnce
replaced the French military presence,
tha poppy was the main cash erop in the
Golden Trisngle, the oplum economy was

mountain
enlisted by the French in the war against
m?ﬂ]ﬂt Lao and Vietnamesa Commu-

um, but more a8 a caremont:

than to achisye the stupefaction of “liv-

Here the argument begins, McCoy as
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suitcase and Paris refused to accredit

MeCoy also 2sserts that Vang Pao opar-
ated a heroin laboratory at Long Tleng,
ihe CIA basa just south of the Plain of
Jars. In a footnote, McCoy aitributes
thesa claims to “a Western diplomatie
lplomati il 3 "Lotan politea

Ta tian
observer” and he further asserts that
his account has “been corroborated by
reports received by the US. Bnr:m of

- Narcotles and Dangerous Drugs.

BNDD seems unaware of this, at least

at top level.

In its rebuttal the Agency denled any
Imowiadge of Vang Pac's involvement in
the opium and heroin trade, which is
an understandable flaw in its own Intelli-
gence, Vang Pao and his troops have
bean the backbons of American:
ed ground effort in northern Laos fo
Jezep the Pathet Lao and North Vietna-
mese forces in check.

The Agency also countered, in Its et
ter of rebuttal to Harper & Row, that
Southeast Asians often say what they
think their American interviewers and
counterpsrts want to hear. This has ino.
deed been a grave Intelligence pitfall for
U.S. officials as well as journalists and

scholars. But an energetic investigator
like MeCoy can also pick up information
in the fisld that neither the Amarizan
inteiligence and diplomatic establish-
_ments nor local governing elites in Indo-
china wish to hear broadeast publiciy.
That is what makes The Polifics' of
-Heroin 4n Southeast Asis such worth-
while reading.
' The most serious flaw of the book is
MeCoy's eagerness to-blame the CIA for
the rise of the Mafia and Corsican under-
world and the post-World-War-Two up-
surge in heroin traffic—a form of sim-
plistic histarical determinism that does
Httle justice to McCoy or to his book.
Similarly, his suggestion for dealing
with tha heroin plague savors of the
sort of righteous interventionism that
-got us into tronbls in Indochina to be-
gin with. MeCoy's solution Is to cure
heroln addiction by ending opium pro-
duction and the growing of poppi
Il drugs will always be available
a8 long as the demand Is there, no matter
‘how many opium fields we bomb or de-
folinte. The problem, and the solution,
are In the American communities where
the roots of addiction originate. ey
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