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R tcord IsC onmctec?E of p%t
To Smuggle Drugs to U.S.

Auguste Joseph Ricord was
convicted in Federal District
Court here yesterday of con-
spiring to smuggle narcotics,
culminating a two-year effort
by the Government to sever the
'so-called “Latin-American con-
nection” in international heroin
trafficking. -

A jury of -seven men and
five women deliberated for two
hours and 20 minutes before
returning with their verdict of
guilty on the single conspiracy
count. Ricord, a 61-year-old Ar-
gentine citizen who was born

in France, faces a mandatory
fwe-year jail term and could
get as much as 20 years.

Officials have said that Ri-
cord’s operation was respon-
sible for half the heroin smug-
gled into the United States in
|the last five years—a total of
'|\perhaps 15 ‘tons. In the last six
.| weeks, the Govemment has an-
nounced moves against three
[|other major rings transs!iip
ping heroin through Latin
|America, but Ricord’s was the
largest such operation.
| Judge John M. Cannella set
Jan. 29 for sentencing. Ricerd
‘|was continued’ in custody in|
$1.5-million bail: His attorney,
Herbert I Handman, said he|

Ricord, a small, bald ‘man

By l’AUL L. MONTGOMERY

in Asuncién, Paraguay, received

i) statxonery,

would appeal the conviction. = -

with fluffy muttoncho B
showed no xgeraat):’tmn when t%se

verdict was announced. Then
hé ‘turned in his chair and, with
a slight smile, gave a shrug of
resignation to his 34-year-old|.
niece, who was weeping, ‘and|
to his 15-year-old daughter, As
he was led from the courtroom,|
he shook the hand of Paul Bou-
lad, the Bureau of Customs spe-
cial agent in charge of his case,

The first crack in Ricord’s
case came in September, 1970,
when the United States consul

r Sy =

an anonymous. letter, typewrit-
ten on . blue Eastern Airlines
listing  ‘private
planes allegedly being used to
smuggle herain into Miami.

The tonsul forwarded the let-
ter to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, which gave it ta|,
the Bureau “of Customs in
Miami. On Oct. 18, a customs
radio operator heard that one
of the suspect planes, a Cessna,

Continued on Page 28, Column 1'

‘Truman’s Condition /

Doctors reported yesterday |
that former President Harry
S. Truman, in “very serious”
condition’.in" a' Kansas:. Oity
- hospital, was: ubreataned with |4
kidney failurs. Page 29, 5 )
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Ricord-Guilty in Plot to Smuggle Drugs

and Varela evidence, i

According to French and
American records, Ricord was
born in Marseilles of Corsican

- ' ; ,to be in Argentina,
Continued From Col. 1, Page T'almost certainly is on a ranch

210 with identification letters about 72 miles from Asuncién.
LVHDW, was on its way to ingAfzaeel;ntt?;- pacape, tht: remain- I st Can
Miami P [ S began to cooper- parents on B . As
£ Ki Intematxonal_ Airport ate with the Government. By a teen-ager lﬁzp became involved
ff‘or}l: ngston, Jamaica, on a March, 1971, there was enough|with the port’s Corsican under-
ight that had originated in evidence to implicate Ricord as world. He was first arrested at
Asgncxén. ) the leader, and he was arrested|16 for extortion and by 18 had
ustoms set up extensive sur- in Paraguay on a launch as he [become a leading pimp,
veillance by plainclothes men atiwas attempting to go to Argen-
th i Collaborated With Nazis

: in 7-month wrangle followed [Paris to provide funds for th.
The pilot was a 34-year-old in the Paraguayangcourts for French Gestapo, After the war
pian Who uses the name Cesar|ip. Sxtradition of Ricord, who|he fled France, allegedly with
Bianchi. He apparently was had never been in the United|$100,000, and landeq i Argen-
born in the United States 38| States. After heavy pressure hy|tina under the name Lucien
Roberto Galluchi, BTEW Up inlthe giata Department on the|Dargelles. : i
Brazil and was a racing-car Paraguayan Government, ex.| Ricord wis sentenced  to
driver before moving o Para-[i.,qifion Was granted last Sep- |death in absentia in France for
guay to fly smugglers' planes, tember. the collaboration, and also to
Paraguay i considered the In the case presented by |2 20-year term for robbery. The:
Wwarehouse for illicit cigarettes|y, M. Philli -|Statute of limitations on. both
and liquor in. South America istact U Phillips Jr, an as h has expired &)
: " |sistant United States aﬁomey charges has expired. !

Co-Pilot Served in Vietnam |in charge of the drug nit in| Ricord operated restaurants

The co-pilot was Renato Ba-|the Southern District o New (204 péf“’&gﬂ‘g;im Asgegtég;
lestra, a 26-year-old - Brazilian| York, and Eugene Bannigan, rocuring charses s boih bvorc
who had studied in the United his associate, Bianchi, Becker ?riéi'* Hg"-hasg""séid that ' his
Hises and who won a Parple(ind, Saliou et etimony partner ‘in a Venezuelan club,
Heart while serving with the linking Ricord  with TOCEVINg L s liaipillon' + (Henri-Antoing
United States Navy in Vietnam, /heroin smuggled from . Euro- Charritre), an escaped French

The two men took nothing|Pean _laboratories, turning it convict Wha - wrote & R
the United selling book about his adven-
tures.

Past Recorq Was Issue

‘lBt:jceléer zlllnd ‘Gahou have
ea guilty to smuggling

glades, then landed at a small|”, e :

airport in Miramar, 10 miles fil:rae{?;i} ]z:‘:klera:fd sém[ SE -y

Seven-year term. Charges are

o

from Miami, Again, Bianchi and
ﬁﬁ;?ﬁoﬁﬂtﬂm‘itmg “lstill pending_against Bianchi,

Customs agents searched the/B2/€5tra is not considered a
aircraft and found three suit-|
cases, containing 94 pounds of
heroin, concealed behind an' ac-
cess panel in the tail. The pilots

heroin, and Bianchi and Bales- was allowed in

tra, under surveillance, brought(ord. None of it
it to New York. _
4 Others Arrested

In succeeding days, four
other members of the ring were
drawn into negotiatioils 1«»:}\nar
the supposed heroin in ew
York. They were Enio Anibal
Varela-Segovia, a powerful Pa-
raguayan who had become a
millionaire through smu ng;
Aron Muravnik, another eged
higher-up in the ring, and
Pierre Gahou and Felix Becker,
who served largely as couriers.
On. Oct. 27, all were arrested.

At first, no one mentioned
Ricord. The case received a
setback in January, 1971, when
Muravnik. and Varela escaped
from the Federal House of De-

planned  and well-financed,
Neither have heen returned to
custody. Muravnik is believed




