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Senators Eye
Vesco Link to

Drugs Hush-

. » By Morton Mintz
A ! ‘Washington Post Staff Writer

& Sepate hearing is set for
tQgky on why federal narcotics
. orities ended a major her-
at investigation after the
e of Robert L. Vesco came

S in a. tape recorded tele-
~prione conversation, The
“Whshington Post learned yes-

terday.
Z.As its first witness, the Sen-
Tiate Permanent Investigations
suwbcommittee plans to call
¥Filink Poroff; a 36-year-old
ﬁﬁerbover narcotics man. He
testiy. under oath in exec-
{itive session, subcommittee
%l};‘ces said. Public hearings
so are likely.
i [Peroff told subeommittee in-
!westigators last year that he
iwas forced into hiding to pro-
#Ect his life after he told the
Vhite House that Vesco pur-
Portedly was giving finaneial
backing to a scheme for smug-
Lling 100 kilograms of heroin,

hich would have a multimil-

n-dollar “street” value.
wPeroff, his wife and their
':gﬁe children have been in pro-

. igative custody, at an undis-

@ed “location, since about

. 1. The protection is being,

1ifvided by U.S. marshals at

- ‘Mrerequest of the subeommit-

<4ea, which is headed by Sen.
ry M. Jackson (D-Wash.).

r er hearing from Peroff,
the subcommittee intends tol
take sworn testimony from |
several, federal  officials,
wpong them:

"= Vernon ‘D. Acree, commis-
siener of the US. Customs
Sérvice. With Peroff's help,
this Treasury Department unit
in 1973 broke a major counter-
feiting operation, seized 25 ki-

- lograms of heroin and trapped
eight heroin smugglers. On
July 1, -Customs lost more
than 500 narcoties agents—in-
cluding Peroff’s “‘control”—to
the Justice Department’s new
Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration (DEA). The “control”

up

since has returned to Customs, .

® John R. Bartels Jr., admin.
istrator of the DEA, which col-
lapsed the plan for Peroff's
participation in the smuggling
scheme, mainly by denying
him use of a Lear jet. The
plane was to have been flown
to Costa Rica to pick up $300,-
000, then to Europe to buy the
100 kilograms of heroin, and
finally back to the United
States. Sh | )

® 'Paul R.!Curran, the U.S.

attorney in New York City,
The Washington Post dis-
closed on Nov./ 26 that Peroff,
in additioﬁj‘utgrtelling his stery
to subcommittee investigators,
also had 7gone to a federal
grand jury in:New York and
there had "backed up his ac-
count by, turning over tape
recordings of phone conversa-
tions betweén him and Conrad
bf! Montreal, pur-
Lorganizer of the smug-
‘scheme who since has
been . imprisoned on drug

o /
'ﬁﬁlm R. Wing, the assist-
U.S. attorney in Curran’s
ce who led the unsuceess-
prosecution of former At
p ey General John N, Mite-
/BEll and. ‘Nf[nmer Colmmerce
i SeerétaryiMaurice H. Stans in
‘edtinection‘with a- secret $200,-
0% cash contribution made by
5c0 to President Nixon's re-
getion eampaign. - 2
“i8kn one of the tapes turned
' to_,.&.life.- nd jury, Bouch-
‘gt told, Peroff od July 3ithat
anoney fo'pay for heroin
as to be supplied by Vesco or
I Norman 'P. LeBlane, a
‘Wesco assoclate in Costa Rica.
},Z.Sne question troubling the
@ubcommittee, the . sources
$4id, is whether the tapes indi-
gated that Vesco might have
oommitted ' an  offense  tor
Which he could have been
iE@tradifed from Costa Riea.

‘ mVesco's ' successful avolid-
aflie of extradition turned out
tgtbe a-crushing blow to the

ecution .of Mitchell and’
%s. “If we could have got-
te Vesco back it would have
b%gn different,” prosecutor

==
N |

g T
i




Wing said after a jury acquit-
ted the defendants’ on Apgil
28.

A second tape given to the

grand jury is of a phone con-
versation between Bouchard
and Peroff on July 8, while
Peroff was in San  Juan,
Puerto Rico, in the company
of his “control” narcotics
agent.

In this conversation, Bouch-
ard told Peroff that LeBlanc

would be supplying $250,000 to
buy the heroin in Europe, plus
$50,000 to Peroff for flying
Bouchard to Costa Rica.

The subcommittee sources
said that staff investigators—
three fulltime and one part-
time—have established the au-
thenticity of the tapes during
a wide-ranging, seven-month
investigation. Other key ele-
ments in Peroff’s account also
have been confirmed by the
probe, the sources said.

But, they emphasized hear-
ings in which testimony is
taken under oath are neces-
sary to try to determine con-
cht vely * what significance
ther ay have been in
Bou
co's name.,

Most important of all the
hearings are looked to for de-
finitive answers why the heroin
smuggling investigation was
abandoned, and at precisely
.whose order, after the name
of Vesco came up, and why
ihere was no vigorous pursuit
of leads provided by Peroff.

Vesco, in a statement issued
through a public relations
firm in November, denounced
any suggestion of his involve-
ment as “a foul and sneaking
lie.” He also said that “no past

's' invocation of Ves-

or present business associate,”
including Normal LeBlanc.
has ever been involved in any
way in narcotics traffic.

Vesco received support on
Nov. 28 from George Brosan,
the DEA’s acting chief inspec-
tor, who said he knew of no in-
volvement by Vesco. He had
not yet seen written reports
on the matter, he told an in-
terviewer at the time.

Brosan also denied that the
White House had been respon-
sible for calling off the smug—
gling investigation. =

After Vesco’s name came up
in the “taped phone conversa-
tion, as was noted, the DEA
suddenly denied Pernif use of
the Lear jet and took other
steps to halt the undercover
investigation c'.E the smuggling
scheme.

Made fearful by these devel-
cpments, Peroff told subcom-
mittee investigators in Octo-
her, he tried to protect him-
self by mvolvmg the White
House.

Over a four-day period start-
ing July 18, he initiated 10
phone "calls to' the White
House, and received about six.
Peroff has’ d - that among
those he t ' with was J.
Fred Buzhardt, special counsel
io the President. A categorical
denial of White House
“knowledge or involvement”
was issued by press aide Ger-
ald L. Warren on Nov. 27.

The subcommittee sources
caid they have confirmed from
Peroff's phone records that he
made calls to the White

House, but thus far have been|

unable to prove that he talked
with everyone he claimed to

have talked to. As of yester-|

day, it could not be learned
whether White House officials
including Buzhardt will tes-
tify, although some Secret
Service officials probably will.




