US. Says Top Drug Seller Eludes ] ustlce

/\ “\’Yb Cubar’s Operation Put at $25 Million Annually

By Bob Woodward
Washington Post Staff Writer

Confidential files of the federal Bur-
eau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs
show that a 32-year-old Cuban directs
a heroin and cocaine wholesaling ring
that is perhaps the largest in the na-
tion's capital,

The Cuban, Pedro Antonio Mayari,
of 2121 P St. NW, operates a well or-
ganized, Miami-to-Washington network

that sells about $25 million worth of’

narcotics a year,
BNDD reports. \

This is enough to supply the annual
needs of about 5,000 addicts and repre-
sents about 30 per cent of all hard
drugs sold in Washington, the BNDD
says.

Perhaps of greatest significance,
copies of three dozen reports by the
BNDD and metropolitan police: ob-
tained by The Washington Post show
how Mayari has eluded prosecution for
at least three years.

The reports detail an abortive at-
tempt by the D.C. police to penetrate
the ring and raise serious questions
about the methods and efficiency of
the war on narcotics here,

Mayari’s case—call it the “Miami con-
nection”—inveolves a raw police reecruit
thrust into a major investigation, an
illegal sawed off shotgun, and finally
a fiasco in which uniformed police ar-
rested undercover agents. ;

But, law enforcement officials say
that the Mayari case illustrates the
difficulty of disrupting the narcoties

according .to the

Pedro Antonio Mayari is described
as dangerous by authorities.

traffic and the dedication of those gov-
ernment agents who would try.

From the reports and interviews with
officials, the following account of the
most recent attempt to get "Mayari
emerges: )

Five undercover officers, including
one police cadet without a gun, sched-
uled a rendezvous with Mayari to buy
heroin last April 30 after meeting at

the Latin-Q restaurant, 1836 Columbia
Rd. NW.

This followed a two-month jnvestiga-
tion during which the officers spent
thousands of dollars, rented an apart-
ment at 13th Street and Rhode Island
Avenue and a 1972 Cadillac to convince
Mayari of their affluence and q;eu sta-
tus as big-time drug dealers.

Mayari apparently was unconvinted
or grew skeptical, He gathered about -
20 of his lieutenants at the Latin-Q
the night the heroin buy was planned. .
He refused to sell the drugs and a
fight erupted.

The officer in charge of the investi- |
gation reported that he had attempted
a week earlier to recruit other police-
men to work on the case and be pres-
ent in undercover status during the
narcotics buy.

The officer said that more than a
dozen officers declined the assignment
because they feared for their lives.

So several days before the sched-
uled buy, two of the officers pur-
chased a shotgun and had the barrel:,
sawed off. The gun would provide the
necessary protection, the officers rea-
soned, if Mayari showed up with many
of his lieutenants.

During the fight at the Latin-Q, the '
shotgun and one of the officers’ serv-
ice revolvers were fired. No one was
hurt, and the officers escaped.

This incident apparently convinced
Mayari that the men were not police
officers because police do not nor-
mally have sawed-off shotguns, and
the buy was accordingly rescheduled
for the next day. .
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MAYARI, From Al

(One police official denied
that the buy had been re-

scheduled but refused 'to
elaborate.)

The license tag number of
the undercover officers’
Cadillac had been broadeast
over the police radio because
the undercover officers in-
volved in the shooting inei-
dent the night before at the
Latin-Q had escaped in it
and were wanted for ques-
tioning.

While driving to meet May-
ari for the rescheduled nar-
coties buy, the undercover
officers were arrested hy
uniformed police.

They missed the meeting.
because their superiors were
upset about the illegal
sawed-off shotgun, they
were also all taken off the
case,

“We're willing to acknowl-
edge that the investigation
went sour,” D.C, Police Insp.
Robert L. Dollard said in an
interview last week.

Referring to the young
undercover officer who
handed the case and made
contact with Mayari, Dollard
said: “He knows how to be
an undercover agent like I
know how to fly out the win-
dow.”

Learning by Doing

Asked why such an appar-
ently inexperienced officer
had been assigned to work
on such an important case,
Dollard said that the only
way the officer could “gain
experience was by doing.”

The police, BNDD  offi-
cials and Assistant U.S. At-
torney Harold J. Sullivan,
head of the Drug Abuse
Law Enforcement (DALE)
coordination effort in the
war on narcotics, here, all
strongly urged that The
Post not print information
on the Cuban ring and May-
ari.

Sullivan said that publica-
tion of information from the
documents obtained by The
Post could: ruin their investi-
gation, result in possible
pretrial  publicity dama-
ging to the government, alert
Mayari’'s lieutenants and
cause them to shift loca-
tions, and lead to the false
impression among confiden-
tial informants hat thev are

not protected.
—

(In the documents ob-
tained by The Post, confi-

dential informants are iden-
tified only by a number and
are not described in any

other way.) -

“An article (based on the
documents) could cause an
abortion of the investigation
and be a tremendous dis-
service to the public inter-

est,” Sullivan said.
Information Issued

The day after Sullivan
and the police were in-

formed that The Post had

copies of some documents

relating to the W
U.S. Attorney Harol i

Titus Jr. issued a press re-
lease, dated June 30, to an-
nounce the arrest a week
earlier of a Cuban on a drug

charge. ;
This release said in part:

“The lengthy investigation

into a Miami-Washington
narcoties corridor was inten-
sified by the BNDD in Janu-

ary of last year- The princi-

pal figures in Florida and in
the Washington area were
identified and through ef-
forts of the BNDD and the
Metropolitan Police Depart-
ment the operation of sev-
eral have been penetrated.”

Several high police offi-

—_—

Y

» cials, including top aides to

Police Chief Jerry V. Wil-
son,  said they were aston-
ished at the press release
because it effectively stated
what the Post. had been

- urged not to print.

Saying that the Mianti-
Washington narcotics opera-
tion was under “intensified”
investigation and that it has
been partially “penetrated”
could have the same nega-
tive effect on the law en-
forcement effort as publica- _
tion of an article based on
the documents, the police of-
ficials said.

In his press release, how-
ever, Titus identified only
one Cuban, Delphin Lopez,
who was mm_m-zl‘&
charge of possession with in-
tent to distribute more than
one quarter of g kilogram
of high quality cocaine,

June 25 Arrest

Lopez, 47, whose address
is listed as 1827 S St, NW,
was arrested about 1 a.m. on

June 25 near Washington’s
Greyhound bus station,
Titus sald in the press re-
lease.

One BNDD report identi-

' fies Lopez as “Mayari's lieu-

tentant.” Another says that
Lopez (also known as 1-
lego) ' “usually chauffeurs
Mayari and—when in Wash-
ington, D.C.—Rogelio Lara,”

Lara, 35, isa natve or %he
Dominican Republic  and
now lives in Miami, The
BNDD reports variously
identify Lara as Mayari's
“connection” and “source”
of illegal narcoties and chief
of the Miami end of the op-
eration.

In his press release, Titus
praises the BNDD agents
and local police for their
work in the arrest of Lopez.

But earlier confidential
BNDD report say that Lopez
was, in fact, the person
deemed approachable by an

_ undercover agent as a link

to Mayari that could result
in penetration of the Cuban
ring.

Lopez provided the first
contaet for “introducing an
undercover agent into this
closely knit and previously
impregnable community of
Cuban violators,” according
to one BNDD report.

The approach to Lopgz—
apparently an incautious
member of Mayari's group
—could be made by a Negro
undercover agent with “a
good rap, and a pocket full
of money, a report says.

‘D.C. police were given a
copy of that BNDD intelli-
gence report, as is generally
the procedure, and.the ap-
proach to Lopez was success-
fully made by the young un-
dercover agent. ‘

This in turn led to t.he
two-month, undercover in-
vestigation that culminated
in the shooting incident
April 30 at the Latin-Q res-
taurant, and the termination

of the current D.C. police ef- |

fort against Mayari.

As one police source fa-
miliar with the investigation
privately said: “We failed to
get Mr. Big (Mayari) so we
arrested the contact man Lo-
pezz and put out a press re-
lease patting ourselves on
the back.”

“Praised” for Officials

Titus said in his June 30
press release on Lopez's ar-
rest: “I am pleased to join
with BNDD officials in their
praise of the individual
agents who handled this
important investigation and
the Metropolitan Police De-

partment Morals Division |




for the background intelli-
gence it provided.”

Insp. Dollard, head of the
D.C. morals division, refused
to provide more details on
the case and the involvement
of the five undercover of-
ficers.

All five have been trans-
ferred to other assignments,
and at least one has been
cited for buying, - carrying
and using the sawed-off
shotgun. |

Abraham L. Azzam of the
BNDD said in an interview
last month that the Cubans
are involved in about 30 per
cent of all illegal hard drug
traffic in Washington. An-
other 30 per cent flows here
on the famous New York-
Washington narcoties corri-
dor, according to Azzam.

He sald that the remain-
ing 40 per cent of hard
drugs comes from small,
“free lance” or onetime
wholesalers.

Mayari deals with be-
tween 2 to 6 kilograms of
high quality heroin or co-
caine a week, according to
BNDD agents.

One report says that May-
ari deals in kilogram quanti-
ties of narcoties and “noth-
ing smaller.”

A kilogram (about 22
pounds) of high quality her-
oin sells wholesale for as
much as $50,000. It has a
street value after being di-
luted of about five times as
much, or $250,000.

This means that Mayari’s
| operation handles at least

100 kilograms of narcotics a
year with an ultimate street
value of $25 million.

Phone Intercept

According to one BNDD
report; “Mayari was also the
subject of a telephone wire
intercept in August of 1970
and has, subsequently, been
ordered deported.

“However, due to U.S.-
Cuba political relationships,
nothing can be done to su-
pervise Mayari’s conduet,”
the report says. Mayari was
born in Havana, Cuba.

Mayari could not bhe
reached for comment on his
alleged involvement in a
Cuban drug ring here,

BNDD Agent Azzam said
that a significant factor in
the Mayari narcotics ring is
the extensive contacts that
Mayari has in the black
community here.

Azzam said that the
Cuban ring is larger than
the narcotics operation run
by the convicted Lawrence
W. (Slippery) Jackson, who
along with 55 others was in-
dicted in 1989. Court records
described the Jackson nar-
cotics operation as 24 hours
a day, seven days a week.
The case was the biggest
narcotics-conspiracy prose-
cution here in many years,

BNDD records show that
Mayari received a sus-
pended sentence in 1967
after being convieted for
possession of marijuana in
New York City. In 1970, he
was arrested and charged
with conspiracy to violate

the federal narcotics laws
but the charges were
dropped.

When asked about Mayari
last week, Sullivan, the U.S.
Attorney in charge of drug
investigations, said: “No
suspected dope organization
is impenetrable.”

In a series of interviews
with other officials and
lower level agents responsi-
ble for narcotics investiga-
tions here it is apparent that-
there is immense dedication,
and those at all levels work
very hard—often literally
around the clock.

Coordination efforts
among all federal and local
agencies have really just
begun this year with the es-
tablishment of the Drug
Abuse Law Enforcement
(DALE). ) |

DALE is headed locally by
prosecutor Sullivan, proba-
bly the most respected and
best informed local law en-
forcement official on narcot-
ics. LR, )

Within a year ‘or possibly
months, many officials and
agents are optimistic that
Sullivan will achieve a sub-
stantial step forward in the
war on narcotics. -

Robert ~Hinds, deputy
director of the Baltimore-
Washington BNDD ' office,
said that members of May-
ari's group “know we're
looking for them.” 5

“We anticipate a hell of a .
fine conspiracy case . . . and
we're hoping for indiet-
ments by Oectober,” Hinds
said. -




