
Wayne Smith 
Center fot International P olicy 
1755 Ilaaachuzetts Ave, 114! 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear Wayne, 

3/24/ 3 

Gpod common-sense article in L;uba. Thanks for doing it and for the copy. 

And thanks also for il:scalante's book. I'll begin reading it after about 

30 pages in thu book I'm in. 

But do not lot depression get the slightest start! We do what we can, what 

is possible and we hope that change will come. As so often it has. One way or 

another! I know tho feelinc re JFK but I also keep doing what is possible for me. 

At sore point in the future it will be of souse use. 1  

You will be welcome at any time to use wiTever4iles you'd like. 

I've kept just about all I got under DOIA as I got them but with some, esp. 

some of th FBI's, I've made some duplicate copies and fil them by name. In 

what refer to as my "subject" file." 

The Dallas FBI made a partical 4dlicate inddx that after some fighting 
•- 

I finally fo. It is aft separate index of what was sent to Washington, as much was 

not, so it could ilt any time know what !..t might have given the Commission. It is 

for about a year and a half. 

If you have not met Jerry kic-night, who is head of the stt tory dept. at "ood 

until he can get out of it, I think you shoad. Not only because in time the files 

and all L9 v,ork will be under him but because in some of the work in which I've 

interested him he may have acquired knowledge that could be of iaterest to you 
%.,2 	1 

or yout school or both. For\ xam lie he is now working on the s udy I began of the 

P P  Commssion'a executive sessio' /and to a lesser degree what I was writing ad 

"Lonoarble Man," the staff and what it did and how it did it. Besides which he 

is a fine fellow. And his current The Last Crusade, on the Poor Peoles Cam- 

paign, is now in the stories. I's so happy ho listened when I urge hat on him! 

I've also Fut him in touch with all the others in colleges and universities 

with whom PO, worked, so he is a good contact, too. 

Livgbeut 5 minutoe from here. 

I had a friend in Canada w-r"te.Lechuo_Lax=ma, and I've finally heard from 

him. Le did not mention gettin6. opy of aliti NEVER AGAIN! The ambassador at-444i 
L.,

k'  

said he'd forward aboutNie years ago and I did send the ambassador. I think it 

might help UM, Esealante and others to get to understand the way that work 

begins at the very least. And to forget they ever knew Furiate, wokis a subject- 

matter ignoramus and a would-be i'erry,4ason w14o has no chance of being that.While 

we have no way of knowing who was behind that awful deed and who did it for them, I 
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CEN1ER RE INTERNATIONAL POLICY 

March 21, 1998 

Harold Weisberg 
7627 Old Receiver Rd. 
Frederick, Md. 21702 

Dear Harold, 

I keep hoping to get back up to see you and continue going through your 
files. I've been so tied up with Cuba, however, that I simply haven't had the 
chance. Maybe in the summer. 

I was indeed involved in the Nassau conference back in 1995. In fact, I 
organizeed it. It was not really by invitation. COPA members were 
informed that it was to take place and anyone who wanted to come -- and 
pay their own way -- could do so. I hadn't met you then so it didn't occur 
to me to invite you. I guess it didn't matter if you couldn't have come 
anyway. It was quite successful. Escalante and Carlos Lechuga were there 
and gave careful presentations that were helpful, but that didn't by any 
means point us in any new directions. We'd hoped to do a follow-up 
conference in Havana at which Escalante would open some files to us. 
Unfortunately, he got caught in the battle there between hardliners and 
softliners and was removed from command. He now runs a medical 
research center. 

I don't know whether you've seen his book, The Secret War. I enclose a 
copy. It doesn't deal with the assassination, except for the last few words. 
Escalante believes Cuban-Americans may have been the actual hit men. He 
has some circumstantial evidence of that but doesn't pretend to have 
anything solid. 

Furiati, of course, is something else again. She has taken some stuff from 
Escalante and turned it into a full-blown case. It was rather funny. She did 
a conference in Rio in mid-1995, invited me, Wecht, and a series of others 
from COPA, as well as Escalante. She billed the conference "Who Killed 
Kennedy Will be Revealed at Rio," and apparently was rather expecting 
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Escalante to get on stage and tell us all who did it, la la her book. Rather 
than that, he said that while of course the official version was phony and 
while the Cubans had some evidence in their files related to likely 
conspirators and scenarios, they had nothing they could take to court (or 
words to that effect). 

Yes, the Hersh book is trash, but then, what else is new? I don't have an 
agent either. Had one but she let me down and I've not found another. 

I'm depressed on all fronts. I think interest in the JFK assassination is 
waning again. The bad guys are succeeding with their cover up. And we 
are further away than ever from a sensible policy toward Cuba. My old 
West Text granddaddy used to say that the merit in anything in life is in the 
effort. You do your best and take satisfaction from that; whether you win 
or not is beside the point. Good advice but hard to accept. 

Look forward to seeing you soon. 


