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prison senfence never

fired the shot that
‘killed America’s grecl

est-Negro leader!







WHAT HAPPENED (N MEMPHIS .
THE TIMETASLE ACCORDING TD THE RUTHORITIES -
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SAGA has uncovered the
fact that Grace E. Stephens,
who lived in the apartment
next to the bathroom, was
b the best eyewitness as the
i alleged killer left the bath-
X room, and her description
e does not match that of
i James Earl Ray!

James Eari Ray-patsy?
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Killer allegedly shot from window (framed by dotted lines).  Closeup shows where police claim he stood.
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apartment during the afternoon. The door to their cheap apartment
was open; it was a custom among the roomers in the dilapidated flop-
house to leave their doors open. Grace Stephens watched people come
and go in the hallway. The bathroom was located next to her apartment
and, sometimes, people stopped to talk; or share a drink with her.

At 6:01 p.m., the evening stillness was shattered by the roaring blast
of a high-powered rifle. A bullet sped at 2,600 feet per second toward
its target. The slug smashed into the right jaw of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., slashed his spinal cord and slammed his body to the balcony
floor of the Lorraine Motel. : :

The noise of the explosion was still echoing in the arcade outside her
window, when Grace Stephens saw a man leave the bathroom. “I'll nev-
er forget him,” she would later tell Renfro Hays. “Seeing that man has
changed my life and caused me to be locked up in a mental hospital.”

Grace Stephens is the only person who got a good look at (and gave
a description of) the man wha fled from the bathroom. She should have
been a vital witness in solving the case: Yet, only a brief time after fu-
gitive James Earl Ray was arrested in London, and returned to Mem-
phis, Mrs: Stephens disappeared from her flophouse rooms. She vanish-
ed from her skid row haunts!

In one of the most startling aspects of the King case, she was com-
mitted to a Tennessee mental hospital at Bolivar, Tenn. under circum-
stances that are unusual and suspicious. Newsmen have been unable
to locate Grace Stephens and, until now, her story has not been told.
Although she was an important eyewitness, she was ignored by the
prosecution and not named in the list of potential witnesses.

Why?

Grace Stephens’ description of the man who fled from the bathroom
does not match that of James Earl Ray!

Here is her witnessed and signed statement of the events of April 4,
1968. This statement was obtained by Renfro T. Hays, after he discover-
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SAGA has uncovered two eyewitnesses
to support the claim that there was a
gunman in the bushes behind the
rooming house! :
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View from doorway of Dr. Martin Luther'King's
motel room (top) with arrow indicating sniper's
supposed vantage point in skid row flophouse. Map
shows key locations in murder area; dotted line
represents path of bullet.
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He gave him more than one bill. Someone else gave
him a single bill. | have read this statement of one and
two-thirds pages and it is true to the best of my know-
ledge and belief. | have not been promised any reward
or threatened in any way.” ;

Signed: Grace Hays Stephens

Witness: signed: Dorothy S. Tanwich,

Nursing supervisor 5

Grace Stephens is a small woman and she estimat-

ed the man who left the bathroom was not as tall as

~ her. James Earl Ray is five feet, 10 inches in height.

Grace Stephens estimated the man was in his 50's.

“James Earl Ray is 40. Ray was wearing a dark suit, a

narrow black tie and a white shirt that day. Grace
Stephens saw a man clad in an army (or olive drab)
hunting jacket, dark pants and a plaid sports shirt.
James Earl Ray is dark haired. Mrs. Stephens dis-
tinctly remembered the salt and pepper color of the
fleeing man’s hair. :

It is apparent that Grace E. Stephens did not see
James Earl Ray leave the bathroom immediately af-
ter the shooting. She identified someone other than
Ray and she is now committed to a mental institution.

Grace Stephens was committed to the mental hos-
pital under the name of “Grace Hays Walden." Her
commitment papers are on file at the office of the
Probate Court Clerk'in the Shelby County, Tennessee
courthouse in downtown Memphis. = = 3

Her commitment file is number 12808 L.D. Her san-

ity hearing was held at 11:30 a.m. on July 31, 1968,

in the probate courtroom at the Shelby County court-
house. The petition for her commitment is signed
by a “John A. . . . ". The last name is an illegible
scrawl. The employees in the probate clerk's office,
and other Shelby County officers, could not translate
the scribbled signature. '

“It could be anyone,” | was informed.

Tennessee's mental health laws are written to pro-
vide quick confinement of an individual who has been
accused of mental illness. A petition is filed with the
judge or chairman of the county court in which the
person resides. The petition asks for a sanity hearing.
According to the present Tennessee law, these pe-
titions can be filed by *...The parent, guardian,
spouse or a responsible adult relative, or any licensed
physician, health or public welfare officer, or the head
of any institution in which the individual may be, or
any officer authorized to make arrests in Tennessee.”

Many attorneys in Tennessee believe this is a dan-
gerous law. “It empowers too many people to ask for
a sanity hearing,” an attorney stated. “A two-bit, jack-
leg justice of the peace, magistrate, can pull a citi-
zen in on a sanity hearing. The part reading ‘the head




Rifle was found in door-
way of Canipe Amusement
Co., wrapped in green
bedspread. Police say it
was murder weapon, but
SAGA'S evidence indicates |
it was planted minutes be- —
fore killing. 38

of any institution where the individual may be is ex-
tremely dangerous. A jail, a hospital, or even a col-
lege is an institution. Conceivably, a college president
could sign a petition asking for a sanity hearing for
dissident students.”

When a petition is filed, the individual may be plac-
ed in a psychiatric clinic for observation or confined
in jail until the date of the hearing. “You will discover
a person's rights as a citizen are removed without

due process of the law,” the attorney continued. “The :

patients in a Tennessee state psychiatric hospital do
not have the rights given to a prisoner in jail."
Frequently, a sanity hearing is a very informal pro-
cess. “You can be tested against your will at the psy-
chiatric clinic, and then those test results can be used
against you at the hearing,” the attorney declared.
“To be committed, your papers must be signed by
two licensed physicians, These men are not required

to be psychiatrists. They could be surgeons, or an eye, _

ear, nose and throat man. I've known cases where
the doctors never examined the patient but relied on
the psychiatric reports, or statements from relatives.”

Two medical doctors signed the additional papers
that are required by law to send Grace Stephens to
Western Tennessee State Mental Hospital at Bolivar,
Tenn, |
A Dr. D.G. Moore diagnosed that her illness was of

“years" duration, although the physician has not
known Grace Stephens for that time, according to
her. Dr. Moore said her medical treatment had been
“hospitalization for over three weeks,” which meant
that Grace Stephens was possibly kept in a psychia-
tric clinic in Memphis for more than three weeks prior
to her hearing.

Dr. S.D. Vick diagnosad that Mrs. Stephens suffer-
ed from “chronic brain syndrome,” which is a term
that means nothing to laymen or psychiatrists. Dr.
Vick said that (Continued on page 70)

SAGA has uncovered two eyewitnesses
who claim Ray's rifle was laid in the
street several minutes before Dr. King
was shot!
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{ C'ontmued jrom page 21 l' '

Guca Stephu- was "hllu:mnlm-y—-ue
_husband in ceiling—thought he was to
_shoot her” (although these last words
" could be “shout hear™), Dr. Vick's hand-
wnuncmtluemmtmentpapemu:l
mmucmfmuuhumeu[unknown
peychiatric terms.
© And dshednduywmeﬂunsabm
fearing her hushnd. did that justify cum-
mmmz her? X

_ 'The fact that Charles Stephe!n. her -
‘common-law husband, was'once involved
‘in & shooting scrape, and has been known
to attack Mrs. Gracie Stephens, or his
girl friends, was not mentioned in the
commitment papers.

- indigent penon ‘committed to a mental
. institution is given a court appointed at-
torney or guardian, At the probatu court
hunug. Grace Stephens was given guard-
jan ad litem and counseling by attorney
. . Cleveland Drennon, Jr., a former
Memplns attorney-general. Drennon now
has a private practice and also is a friend
to the Shelby County Attorney-
General. There are appmzumtely
1,000 practicing attorneys in Shelby
County and Grace Stephens wonders why

was selected for her court-appointed
counsel.

In order to d.m:mrer whether she might
have been mentally ill. Renfro Hays
checked other sources of miurmatlon. In
November 1968, and on two occasions in
1969, an attempt was made to obtain a re-
port on the nature of her illness. She was
taken to Tennessee Psychiatric Clinic.
Memphis. shortly ‘after James Earl Ray
was captured. Testing. evaluation and
diagnosing of potential mental pauents rs
‘performed at the clinic.

Under ordinary :nrcumsuncu. the

nopsis the report is then forwarded to the

~ a psychiatrist employed by the Tennessee
- Mental Health Department.

- "Look at her file and determine wheth-
. er she needs hupitali:mtion.“ was the
~ . request.

o Thepsynh:atmtuporud **This is the

- first time this has ever happened but
= there are no records on that woman.
Sumeone has pulled her file."”
- This mformt:on was later verified
‘through another source. The situation re-
- mains at that paml as thls article goes to
press.

HOW GRACE STSPHENS WAb AC-

= “TUALLY FOUND :

) baai'd there had been a woman in
the room with Charlie Stephens.” Renfro
Hays explained. “Everyone had ngnnred
her and | wondered why. She had just

vanished into thin air by the time I got on
the case. Someone finally got a letter
from her, postmarked from Western State
- Mental hospital. I went through the files
" at the probate court clerk’s office, finally

den, also known as Grace E. Stephens.
I went over to Bolivar and talked with
Mrs. Stephens,” he continued. A nurse

| e e
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a lawyer closely linked to the prosecution

p-txuns file remains at the clinic. A sy-
Ts mental hospital. Contact was made with

found she was listed as Grace Hays Wal- -

Was present throushout the inter-

Accerdmz to Ranfm Ham. tlu &ct
lhﬂt Grace Slepbm was committed to
themntalbowwﬂundnragewdlyum
‘known name (passibly a legal name) sup-
ported the idea that the insanity lock-up
was designed to prevent her existence and
whereabouts from being discovered

Thus, Renfro Hays sought to learn from
Grace Stephens who was responsible for -
“her using the name “Walden." She told
him: 1 am desperate to get out of here. L
came under the name of Grace Hays Wal-

den because they said there were so many
colored people incarcerated here and you

mukmwhamaiﬁa:adrmm %
' The warning had come to ber from

thmmhmtommthershshadbem

frightened into changing her name.

Incensed, shia demandsds “What Kind 1

of justice is being dispensed in this coun-
try when nmtmsmt.bel(mzcuou-
lockesd up in a mental hospital?™”

Was Grace Stephens sent to a mental
institution because her testimony would
demolish the prosecution's case against
James Earl Ray? The fact is that she was
a vital witness, Her statement refutes the

story of her husband, Charles Step-

hens—the state’s key witness. Further-
more. she was locked up shortly after
Ray’s arrest under Busplﬂnns circum-
‘stances and until this magszine article,
has never had an opportunity to—pmnt
her story to the public.

dence we have developed on the assassi-
nation of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Let us go back now to Monday, March
10, 1968, to the Shelby County courtroom
that was crowded with reporters as James
Earl Ray and his attorney, Percy Fore-
man, entered a pleza of guilty to murderin
the first degree. Defense attorney Fore-
man, the prosecution and crusty Judge

W. Preston Battle had privately agreed to

& 99 year sentence in return for a plea of

On the smfsce. tlw plea was umal and
“proper. Muchrfuss was made in the court-
momnboni JamuEarlRaybelmtreaud
as an “"ordinary prisoner.” However, it
wasnuordlmrymﬂayhadmtbun
held in jail as an ordinary prisoner and
the American public was waiting for the

_ answers to many nagging questions about

lhe assassination.

Since attention had first focused on the
estaped convict as the possible assassin,
there has been considerable publicity giv-
en to his movements prior to and after
April 4, 1968. We know that James Eari_
Ray mﬂedmacm:pontopphnton_mll
order company and endless other bits of
trivial information. However. we know
very little aboutl his movements and ac-
tions between four and seven p.m. on the
day that Dr. King was assassinated,

The prosecution could prove that
James Earl Ray purchased a rifle in Bir-
mingham, Ala. on March 29, 1968, They
could also prove that this same rifle was
found on the street in front of the room-
lng house only minutes after the shoot-
ing. The prosecution nuglu have found it

'Wl&hmedt&maMW

'EVIDENCE THAT JAMES EARL RAY DID NOT KILL REV KING' e:nramehrdnﬂi:un to prove that the bul- -

taken from Dr. King's body was fired
I‘rmtheuﬂopwch-dbyﬂay 4
“There is little doubt that James Eui

i RlydmemMemplna.rmmhuodapmr

of binoculars and rented a room at the
flophouse at 422-%  South Main Street.

ness, Charles Stephens, the prosecution
would try to prove that James Earl Ray

 fired the shot and fled from the bath-
by  room. We shall see how strong Mr. Step-
James Earl Ray's defense attorneys.

hen's statements rulhr au unﬂu m
ination.

Raynﬂmdlrﬁredtbe:hot.wa&ed

* from the bathroom. through a dim hall

and down a stairway to the street. The‘n.
unexplainably, he deposited the rifle in
the doorway of the Canipe Amusement
Co. He also dropped a small travelling
bag mf.umng vsnom amdes with his
fingerprints.

Shortly after t.he muzunatmu. the
Memphis police radio network was pene-
trated with fake reports of a fleeing white
Mmtanz(laterfuundtnbelhy:vehch) ;

_at various locations in north Memphis.

Then another fake Civilian Band hroad-
cast was received by the Memphis police

~ network and this drew more police to

rorth Memphis. Naturally, the best es-
cape route from thecﬁy and stata. was
south. ]

1 Theradmhraadcmtwuz“nmnkbya
high schuol student,” according to the
Mmphts pnhr.-a: it was a “‘coincidence”

_that a high school student “knew'’ the

killer was fleeing in a white Mustang, and
- more of a coincidence that just such acar

. later l.urnadoutw belonszams Earl
Thum:unaportwnoftlwme“- ~ Ray.

Ccnnmdem:e“' 21
“That Bmmmmhtobeacmnu
dence!” declares Hayes. Obviously the
police had been set up and fallen fbt:t' -
"“The most important witness’
Charles Quitman Stephens, who lived in 5

_apartment number 6 with Grace Step-

‘hens, claims to have seen James Earl Ray
emerge from the bathroom immediately
after the shot was fired. “I was in my
kitchen working on my radio,” Stephens
told newsmen. "When that gun exploded
it sounded like a German 88." Stephens
knows the sounds of the big Nazi guns; he
was injured in France during WW. 1I,
has a metal plate in his skull and draws a
$113-a-month votnrln (3 thsabl]lty pen- -
SI.OII- 3 -
“I went to the door andwa!kedoutm e
the hallway. I could see a man at the off-
set in the hall”” Stephens continued. “He
had. somethlu in his hand wrapped in a
newspaper.”

Charles Sumhcnshu beenca]leda “I‘!-—
tired heavy construction operator” in
. various newspaper stories. Clay Blair, Jr.,
the author of The Strange Case of James
Earl Ray (Bantam Papetﬁack!l charac-
terized Stephens as "“a heavy equipment

aperator forced into retirement by tu- °

berculosis. . .7 In’reality. he is an alco-
holic, a habitue of skid row. and in the
jargon of Main Street, has a “dnnking
prob.lem." Stephens is also known as a
“mean drinker.” He was involved in a
shooting incident in 1964 and sentenced
to the Shelby County penal farm for six
months. He has beaten up Grace Step-
(Continued on page 72)
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(Continued from page 70)

_ The hallway was lit by & bare 25-watt
_ bulb, There is an offset in the hall be-
~ tween Stephens' room and the stairwell.
K Asnbermdw:dudmthvwsﬂentwm

- might experience difficulty in dis-

tinguishing a man down thelen:th of the
dark hallway. =

Charles Stephens lud been dnnbn:
_ heavily that afternoon and was probably

~ drunk. In her statement, Grace Stephens
said he “had not drunk much’ and “was -
 drinking dark port wine.”” As she was ac-
.customed to her husband’s drinking
habits, we sought other witnesses for are-
port on Stephen's condition,

Lioyd Jowers is the proprietor- d'J'ma
Grille, located directly below the rooming
 house. Jowers remembers the events of
~ April 4, 1968 quite well. "Charlie was in

- here between four and five o'clock. He
* had been arguing with his landlord,” Jo-

was drunk. When I heard the shot, I
thought Cluuhu nuzlu hava shut his
landlord.™

“Drunk” is a term that needa precise
definition. T asked Jowers for a more de-
tailed duerlptmn. ‘

“Drunk is drunk with Charha he Te-
‘plied. “He was in his usual intoxicated
- condition. He stumbled once while he was
in here and fell against one of thestools.”

After he left the cafe, Charles Stephens
telephoned the Veteran's Cab Company
- for a taxi. Cab driver James ° Qm:k
. Draw’ McGraw arrived at the rooming

~ house at 422- % MamStmef.aadwem
. upstairs for his fare.

In a statement to Renfro T. Hays,

McGraw reported: “Charlie was pretty

trying to fix his radio. He was in no con-

and I suggested that he stay home and
sleep it off. | went back down to my cab,
repotted a ‘no fare” to thedu;utcher and
 Jeft

~ McGraw esumates be was at’ the roo-
mxrsshmne between "5:30 p.m. and 5:45'
p.m., give or take a few minutes.” During
their investigation of the assassination,

~ agents for the FBI took the cab driver's

~ trip sheet from the cab company files,
The trip sheet was never returned.

" On the morning after the shooting,

) Charlu Stephens was interviewed by two

‘newspaper reporters, a photographer and

" his description of the fleeing gunman.
“Hell, 1 didn’t see anything.” Stephens
 reportedly said. "I didn’t know what hap-
- _pened until the police came upstairs last
~ night and took us to the station.”
 After Stephens was paid by the London
newsman for his story, his statements
were headlined in a London mper
The story was clipped by an FBI agent in °
London and forwarded to Washington,
D.C. In turn, the information was fed
back to the General Assignment division
' of the Memphis police department and a
pick-up order was issued for Stephens. At
that time, Inspector Z. A. Zachery and
his investigators on the King slaying were
3 apparently not aware that Stephens was
! "~ considered an luportant witness.

; - Court Square, in downtown Mempl:us.

.72 [] SAGA

7 T

~ tlers, winos,

dition to go anywhere. [ know Charlie -

a radio news broadcaster. They asked for

na!ru—-hadedutymrkwhuetbehu-
alkys, sand p

‘with time to spare, ntbortodncnut.he

state of the world, play checkers, or col-

~lect enough meney for another bottle. °
‘Charles Stephens was apprehended in
- Court Square by a park policeman.

~ The patrolman telephoned an in-
~ vestigator on the King squad. “I've got
Charlie Stephens here. What do vou want
me to do with him?"" :

“‘We don’t want him.” the mveﬁlntot:-.

‘said. “He doesn’t know anything.”
“General assignment has a pick-up or-

_de# out for him. He's supposed to be an
- important witness.” the patrolman said.

“All right,” m-dtd the mvesugnmt
““bring him in.""
- Stephens was promptly put in jail. He

_ w'm held on a $10,000 bond as a material

witness in the case and jailers were in-
“ structed that he was not allowed any vis-

- wers said. "I remember it because Charlie
James Earl Ray

When thc extradition heannz for
was held in London,

Stephens was characterized as vitally im-
- portant to the case. Barrister David Cal-
cutt, who was regmahng the United
States, was quoted as saying, “'Charles
- Stevens ulnmspanantwatms to the as-

sassination.” (His name was misspelled

in news dupalchat and official docu-
. ments.) !

At a habeas corpus hurmg in, Mem-
phis, prosecutor James C. Beasley in-
formed the court that “no other witness
can testify to the same material facts.”
Bmxley said Stephens was placed in jail

takeeph!mfmmbamd:spmadof—m
speak plainly.””

This statement by tha pmutor ahcmt

- potential danger to witnesses prevented =
- drunk. He was down on the kitchen floor Renfro Hays from developing his in-- theumehme.aﬂm.thhlsfngapnm on

vestigation as thoroughly as possible.
“There are silent people in Memphis who
have information on the assassination,”
- Hays said. “They are afraid to be put on
xu:ord because ol' tluu' rear ol' mah
atmn_ H
- Stephens” nmpoﬂameas a lw.r witness
c[id not reach the Memphis newsrooms
for several months, His na.mem spdled
‘as ""Stevens” for a long time.

After his release following the habeas
corpus hearing, Stephens was placed un-
der a two-man, three shift 24-hour police

guard. An owlish man with horn-rimmed

glasses, Stephens has a long police record
in Memphis. He was involved in the
- shooting in 1964 and has been indicted on
other occasions. However, his file at the
‘Memphis Police Department was pulled
by punles unknown and, at the time of
this writing, no information can be ob-
“tained concerning his police record. =
Grace Stephens signed a statement
‘that someone other than James Earl Ray
left the bathroom immediately following

the shooting. Grace was committed to a

mental institution a short time after
-James Earl Ray was arrested. On the oth-
er hand, her common-law husband,
Charles Stephens claimed he could iden:
tify Ray as the assassin who fled from the
bathroom. Charlie also discovered that

‘his role as a co-operative state's mtnesu

was a very lucrative opportunity.
~ Stephens was provided with a charge
account ‘at Jim's Gnlle, owned by Lloyd

_ strewn machinery yard. Safely concmled.

spread.
“in the possession of the police within four

memmwwmwmsup-
hen's food bill on mml oc:-i.ons. do- .
wers stated.

Later, thuauthontmwedStcphm
(romhndmalmmtluﬂwbm:\
larger, much nicer apartment was rented
manathumdtheuty.Rmthc
‘apartment was paid from a ‘cash slush
fund in the prosecutor’s office. “Charlie
wurmﬂyhvmchghmthmedm md

came well acquainted with his police
‘guards: On several occasions. he at-
_tempted to use the police. e;uuus for
‘transportation to purchase whiskey and
beer from local bootleggers. He enter-
‘tained his friends from skid row and also -
‘began to discuss the reward offered for ssees
thecaptuuulDr King's killer. = -

Stephens retained an attorney au!
filed for the reward monies. His claim to
thamwadilmlvm&hnhamhdal—

Mthﬂlzhstephmm:mdtabcm
on!y eyewitness who could place James
Earl Ray at the scene of the crime, the
prosecution did not put him on the wit-
nmastanddunngthebnefﬁa&nnzhdd .
after Ray pleaded guilty. ;

The rifle in the doorway: A
theuﬂimalmJamFaﬂ!hyshot
"Dr. King from the bathroom window,
then walked immediately from the bath-
room, through the hallway and down the
. stairs onto the street. Then, the flesing
murderer is said to have done something
‘utterly ridiculous. He wrapped his rifle in
IMMRMMMI&
ports, and laid the weapon down in the
doorway of the Canipe Amusement Com-
pnrw.Heahodrwpedhulmvdhagat

the items!

Some anthouhet claim thu&m a
boastful killer’s way of saying: I did it.”

Others beluwe he may have noticed po-
licemen running toward him, became
frightened, and dropped the weapon.
- However, Ray could have taken two or
three more steps and have hidden the
nﬂebehmdabmbmrdctmaweui-

it would have been hours, even days, be-
fore the police would hmre dmovered the
‘weapon. 2

There are mtw umatmfaﬂory ex-
planations concerning the rifle. The po-
lice did not release the information that
. the rifle was wrapped tightly in a white
sheet. then placed inside the rifle box.
‘The rifle and the travel kit. or bag. was
then tightly wrsrppd inside a green bed-

o R L

‘minutes. The gunman would have to be
‘an unusually versatile individual to wrap
the weapon so securely, walk down the
hall, down the steps and disappear in
three or four minutes. Even more con:
fusing, Charles Stephens claimed the flee-
ing gunman carried “something wrapped
in newspaper,” yet the rifle was found
wrapped in a sheet plus a green bedspread

only a couple of minutes later,
Could James Earl Ray flee the scene of
an mnatum. carrying a rifle. a nifle
(Cmmnued on page 74)
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— X-RAY SPECS—f

¢Continued from page 72)
box, his travel bag, & whife sheet, and a
bedspread? ! i
Based on the account of two new wit-
nesses (whose names are being withheld
by request), discovered and interrogated
by Renfro T. Hays, the events are
self-explanatory; the question no longera
question. 23Rl By
The interview with the first witness
was conducted in the presence of veteran
cotirt reporter, Al Chambers, who record-
_ed the conversation. This witness stated
that from the Canipe Amusement Com-
pany showroom he, along with two other
. people (umidentified) saw the alleged as-
' sassin drop the rifle in the doorway of the
Reporis Reniro Hays: *'I was informed
that the rifle was dropped in a doorway
by a man in a dark suit. [ asked when the
rifle was dropped. This witness was ada-
mant in his answer. He said the rifle was
dropped 10 or I5 minules before the police
arrived!” e M S
The police picked up the rifle at ap-
proximately 6:04 or 6:05 p.m. Dr. King
was shot at 6:01 p.m. According to this
timetable, the rifle was placed in the
doorway before Dr. King was shot!
“1 was really shook by that statement.
It meant the rifle was a plant.”” Renfro
Hays remarked. 'l started hunting for
someone else who might have seen the in-
cident, and succeeded in finding a second
witness who says the nifle was there at
least 10 minutes before the police picked
it op.” - : ; b
Let us call him “John.” John is the
pseudonym of a frightened young Negro,
age 25, who drove to South Main Street -
on that evening to pick up his girl friend.
“She works at a place down there,” hein- ]
formed Renfro Hays. ‘I pick herupand |
drive her home. My wife doesn’t know [
 was messing around with this gal. She
would divorce me in a second. Besides, I
don’t want anybody gunning me down for
something [ just happened to see. =
“I was waiting for my girl friend when
‘1 saw a white man in a black suit come
down out of the rooming house. I remem-
bered him because he was dressed in a
_suit. He looked a little nicer than anyone
else down in that part of town. He walked
to a white Mustang. opened the trunk
and took out something wrapped in a

A

John continued: “'He walked to the Ca-
nipe Amusement Company and laid it
down in the doorway. That was a very
strange thing to do. Anything that isn't
 nailed down will disappear in a minute in
Memphis. After he laid the package in
the doorway, he walked north, crossing
the street. There were some people stand-
ing in front of the fire station. Just then
my girl came up to my car.

“She punched out at 5:50 p.m. on the
time clock.'” John continued. “Figure a )
couple of minutes to walk down to thecar
‘and it was still five or six minutes to six
o'clock. The rifle was already in the door-
way then.” N

John claims to have been several blocks
away from the South Main Street area by
6:00 p.m. “1 would have testified at the
trial for Mr. Hays and Mr. Hanes,” he
said, “But when James Earl Ray fired

them and brought in the dude from

e g,
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Texas, I wasn't about to stick my neck
out when a man pleads guilty.™

Why place a rifle in the doorway sev-
eral minutes before the assassination?
Renfro Hays has a theory. “When the po-
lice came running up and found the nfle
on the sidewalk, this indicated the killer
had already left the area.”” he said. “They
did not go up into the rooming house at

that time. They scattered and started -

searching the neighborhood. Then, the
railio broadcasts about the white Mus-

tang drew them further away from the

scene. It was a diversionary tactic. It was
quite some time before they went upstairs
in the rooming house. The planted rifle
_also puiled them away from searching the
bushes in the vacant lol. behind lhe room-
ing house.
“There was a newspaper reporter up-
- stairs (in the rooming house) interviewing
people before the police arrived,” Hays
declared. “Yet, I've checked with every-
one and I can’t find anyone from the pa-
pers. or radio station, who was upstairs
before the police. If we want to be a littie
parancid. we might consider the reporter
was actually someone in the conspiracy
checking on what the roomers knew.”
Hays also believes the rifle was planted
as another piece of evidence against
James Earl Ray. “"Ray came to Memphis
thinking he was going to sell rifles to
some Cuban exiles,”” Hays said. “He had
purchased the rifle-in Birmingham, as a
sample gun ta show the zun buyers. He
exchanged it for another gun, The prose-
cution claims the first rifle would not fire.

1 talked with people at gun factories. Did
you ever hear of a new gun not firing?

‘Well, they didn't either. They said their

weapons are tested before they leave the
factory.

“Based on facts from my investigation, -
- ‘and information gained from James Ear]

Ray, he was ordered to exchange the gun
in Birmingham so he wrmld be remem-
bered hy the store owner,”” Hays contin-
ued. "A man might forget a customer who
buys a gun and vanishes. He won't forget
a man wha buys a gun, exchanges it and
then has to have the scope changed. Ray
was being manipulated, The gun on the

sidewalk drew the pulweaway from tbe ;

men who pulled the trigger.”

Besides the gun, Ray's travel bag was
left on the sidewalk. I was suddenly
struck by the thought that each article
left in the bag was a clue to Ray's travels
in the months prior to the assassination.
He left a transistor radio that he had pur-
chased a couple of days before his escape
from Missouri State Prison. A hammer

. and pliers, two very unusual objects in a 5
travel bag, were purchased on the West

Coast. They led the investigation to that
part of Ray's life. The binoculars in the
bag linked him to Memphis. The rifle led
to his time in Birmingham.

The travel bag also contained several
large sized T-shirts and a pair of size 28
underwear shorts. James Earl Ray could
possibly wear the T-shirts but he definite-
Iy could not wear the shorts, Ray wears a
size 34 shorts. However. laundry marks
on the underwear did lead the FBI to the

" was located in Atlanta. Ga., there were

Los Angeles area. : ]

Says Renfro Hays, “tlutnﬂannd mv-=.f. | =
el bag were planted in the doorway toim-
plicate Ray and, at the same time, lead
‘the pollee away from the roominghouse.”
When Ray’s abandoned Ford Mustang

meraluemofdahmufwndmtheam S
~ tomobile’s trunk. including: a blue,
short-sleeved shirt, a sweatshirt, a jacket
and a pair of walking shorts. Two bed-
sheets, a pillow and pillow cases were also
found in the trunk. Several items in the
trurk were small-size garments. They 7
would not have fit James Earl Ray. They
would fit a man of small stature, weighing =
about LSmu.rds.Alsothmweremany
cigarette butts in the ashtray (though
Ray doesn’t smoke). Furthermore, when
the white Mustang was found in Atlanta, -
it had been mped clean of all finger-
prints. S

The only ringerpnuts belunglnl' fo=is
James Earl Ray found in Memphis were =~ |
~on the contents of the travel bag or the =}
rifle. There were ah&nluuly no pnnts be- i
longing to Ray found in the r X s L
house or the bathroom. ] :

The significance of this mfosmauon 1
about the l’ingerpnsts is ennﬂnotnly im--
portant. For the prosecution is saving
that James Earl Ray was not smart
enough to keep his fingerprints off the
rifle and traveling bag (which Renfro
Hays claims was a plant) but was smart
enough to keep thtm off the ahamicmed
Mustang.

As for the bathroom, Inspector Z. A
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Zachery removed: its window gill. He an-
nounced that a "fresh indention” in the
wood was consistent with marks made by

_the rifle. (While I was in Memphis [
 walked up the dark stairway to the bath-

room. You do not have to go through the
rooming house lobby; many characters on
skid row use the buhmqu'.tg freely.) |

‘discovered that the remaining wood

around the window frame is old, painted
‘Thardwood. [t was almost impossible to
raise a sliver of wood with a pocket knife.

“I was getting plenty of information.
from the police,” Renfro Hays said.
““They dusted the hathroom for finger-
prints. There were several prints on the
‘window sill. These prints have never been
‘shown to have any slgnxﬁcancehy law en-
forcement authorities.”

Several newsmen theorized that the in- .
- dention mentioned by Inspector Zachery 4
~ ‘was made by the riflé kick after it was

fired. However, a rifle will kick upwards

and to the right ufttr .ﬁrma. It does not
;;ump downward.

The que-t.mn of ballmt:s on the .30-06

'nﬂe, left in the doorway and the slug re-

moved from King's body is puzzling. The
police and prosecution claimed the bullet
was fired from the abandoned rifle. How-

- ever, in testimony presented at Ray's

trial, these questiom were left unans-
wered.

- Assistant Attornw&eneral James C.
Bea:ley entered little material on ballis-
tics into the record. He stated: L3

“Mr. Robert A. Frazier, the chief of the

" Firearms Identification ‘Unit of the FBI ~

with 27 years experience would testify to
the firing of this rifle. that has been here
to introduced. He examined the car-

“tridges, the hull from the chamber of this

rifle. the slug removed from the body of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.. and wouid
testify to the conclusions as. . ."

- {At this point, [ will paragraph the re-
marks of Asst. Attorney-General Beasley
and add the nts of a respected att-
orney who specializes in criminal law.)

® “The death slug was identical in all

 physical characteristics to the five loaded
~ .30-aught-6 cartridges found in the bag in

front of Canipes,” said Beasley. (Com-
ment; “They are admitting that one rifle
slug is like another one.™)
@ “The cartridge (Editor's Note: This
was found on the bathroom floor of the
roominghouse) had in fact been fired in
this 30-aught-6 nfle.”” (Comment: ~
he isn't saylng amnlmu about ballis-
ticsl). Sl

* “That the death slug removed from

: lhebodycenbmnedland and groove im-

istertt with those presentin

WHISPERED

SECRET
CONVERSATIONS

4 instructions.
Daly §1.00 from: SOUND WAVE, Dept. 6377
1800 M. Righland Ave., Hollywood, Caiif. 30028
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" the barrel of the rifle.” (Comment: "Bal-

listics is a precise, positive science.. Heis
not saying the bullet was fired from the
rifle; The land and groove marks on any

‘rifle bullet are consistent with those from
‘any other rifle barrel. They are not a posi-

tive ballistics match. I'd love to have tlus
on cross-examination.”)
We will leave the courtroom and tu.m

‘to Mr. Art Hanes, Ray's ex-attorney. for

his information on ballistics. Hanes says,
*“The .30-06 rifle found in the doorway
was not the rifle used to kill Martm Lu-
ther King and the FBI knows it."”"

M., Hnnas. a former agent for the FB]

‘But

% an experienced Gris] Inwyer, Fia how Ol

‘amined the bullet removed from Dr.

King's body. "“The slug had enough mark- -

muonttwbetmendtothemmdcr

weapon.” he nnd. “A kid could hnw 3

traced it."" -
Hananmmthtnayand-“mtm
" tock the rifle to Memphis. Ray

thnuhcbewuahawiﬁgzbcﬁnnm(:n-—._

ban exiles who were interested in pur-
chasing or stealing rifles. “The contact
man abandoned the rifle, which had

' Ray's fingerprints on it, on the strest so

thatRayuuuldbetha(gllmmthe

murder,” Hanes said.

IiRaywaslho fxll:uy ms:ne;-i'

spiracy, this would mean he was con-
m:tadbymwmpmmwhﬂehc
wumMmbxt. i j

'RENFRO HAYS INTRODUCES NEW
WTI'NESS

NO.4

Tiu lhru mén in Rays room: "Jack” 5

uthe pseudonym of a well-known skid
row character and member of the Mem-
phis underworld. Renfro Hays and T

found Jackstandmgbmde the fountain
phis. He gri d -

in Court Square in
easily aver yellowed teeth and his bmth
smelled like warmed over death.

“I've been on a bender for a coup!e of
weeks,” he drawled."Don’t breathe deep—
ly if you're standing downwind.”

Jack is a friend of Charlie Stephens.
He also knew Commodore Stewart, who
- formerly lived in room 5B at the rooming-
honse.theroomtl\at.lamasfarl!by
rented,

“Qld Commodore died on Man-_b 29th.
1 was on another drunk then,”” Jack said.
*] was bumming around South Main. I
was pretty looped up one night and. in-
stead ofgmnghnme,l]ustwlﬂzdup- :
“stairs at 422 % and slept in the Com-
modore’s room. There was a useless little
latch on the door. A baby could open it.
Charlie Stephens knew [ was sleeping
there. I stayed one or two nights. The
landlady never knew about it. !

. *'If you've been over there, you know '. i
- the room where Commodore lived was on

the side away from the lobby. All | had to
do was walk upsu-m It was ‘easy to mmod
~ the landlady,’” said Jack.

Jack was still cruising the bms on the

- fatal afternoon of April 4th. "'I decided to

~take a nap in Commadore's room. 1
walked up to the roominghouse. I opened
the door and saw three men inside the
room.” he continued, I figured the land-
lady had rented the room. So I excused
mysdfnndlmtthehd]ontofthml
d:.dn t want any trouble.” )

Could he identify the n:um" Was James

Eari Ray in the room? Jack shrugged. T
was drinking. It could have been the
President and 1 wu:ldnt Imvcrecuxmzui
b YT

Hw were tbc.\r dnnecl"’ Nothmg spe-

‘cial. T slamméd that door as soon as 1

opened it,”" Jack replied. "I saw three
men. [ didn't get a very good look.™
Wlxydsdnthamtothunmhontluaf-
ter Dr. King was murdered? "I have a
record as long as mmam.lwwmnout
of one state because there was a dis-
. agreement over a card game and four men-
in a room with me were perforated with

7
i




bullets. I had a hard time convincing the
judge and jury that it was self-defense.”
Would he sign a statement about the
incident? “No. Absolutely not,” Jack
said. “] was planning to go into court
with Art Hanes and Renfro. They con-
vinced me that it was my duty. Now, I'm
not gelting messed up. Ray is pulling a
long 99 years in Nashville. He'll stay
there until he walks out into the prison
yard. Then, they'll carry him out in a
pine box. That's the word around town.”™
After he obtained the story of the three
‘men in the room from Jack, Renfro Hays
had subsequent conversations with his
informant. He was especially intrigued by
a chance remark Jack made one evening.
“Jack asked me one night if I was con-
fused by the empty cartndge found in the
bathroom,” Hays related. “This was, and
still is, one of the most puzzling parts of
the assassination. There was no shell in
the gun when it was found on the street.

This meant that if he did the shoeting,

Ray put only one bullet into the nfle, It
doesn't make sense for a man with a re-
peating rifle to leave five other shells in
his travel bag.

“With only a single bullet in the gun,

would an assassin stop, eject the empty
cartfidge in the bathroom and then
leave?’ Hays asked. ““Would you stop and

eject an empty shell if you knew there

wasn't another bullet in the gun? Would
an assassin try a hard shot with only one
bullet?”

Jack _hinted to the private detective
that he knew who plm:ed the emply shell
in the bathroom. *'I could never get the

rest of the story from him.”" Hays stated.

“Art Hanes and | know the cartridge was
fired in the rifle. But, the slug taken from
Dr. King's body didn't come from the
rifle. Coruiﬂeru is not a pesitive ballistics
test.”

Jack would be a very unreliable unmm
in & courtroom. At this late date, he
might claim T don’t know nothing” and
remain silent on his brief encounter with
the three men he claims to have seen in
Ray’s room.

RENFRO HAYS INTRODUCES NEW
WITNESS NO. 5

The man in the bushes: “*Buttermilk
Buford™ is the pseudonym of a tall, gaunt
old man who roams the back alleys of
Memphis, walking with a pained shuffle
as his dark, bird-like eyes glance over the
world. His thin hands probe the garbage
cans for something that can be sold.
Once, he was a star football player for
“ole Miss,” but the cheers of the Satur-
day crowds are a dim memory for a lonely
old man.

He made the following statement to
Renfro Hays on what he saw of the assas-
sination:

“Statement of ‘Buttermilk Buford,”
male. white, age 66, taken on August 25,
1968 in Memphis, Shelby County, Ten-
nessee:

“My name is ‘George Buford’ and [ am
also known as 'Buttermilk Buford™. I live
at 422 3%  South Main Street, Memphis.
I have not worked for the last three years
because of a stroke.l was living at 422 34

——= -vwnvr—-‘—rv-—wa'
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 afterncon | was sitting out on the vacant
" lot behind the rooming house with ——
i and another man who works on
the river. We were sitting there on some

cardboard next to some bushes, watching
the people over at the Lorraine Motel as
there was a lot going on over there.. ;

“Just before 6 o'clock, and the
other fellow left but - was supposed
to come back. Then, two M. C. (two color-
ed men) standing on the ground at the
Lorraine Motel started calling up asking

- for someone ‘to get Dr. King to the door.”

A man. | guess he was Dr. King, came out

talking to these men on the ground.

“At the same time | heard someone
walking behind me from the other side of
the bushes. [ thonght it was ——

coming back and I’ Ididn’t

even look around. Then, there was a loud
shot frmlhebmhesnahtbmdeme I
looked around and saw this man running

~away, north. He was about my size and

he must have been young because he
moved fast. He had on dark clothes with
a high necked white sweater. He had a

rifle or shotgun in his hand, When he got |
to the northwest corner of the lot, he took

the stock off his gun and threw it in some
bushes and put the barrel under his jack-

et. Then, he stepped down onto the side-

walle il T
. “Eseryone was running to the motel

- then and he just walked on away from
' there. 1 got up and walked back up to the
- street ‘and up to my room. Later that

night the police came and took us all

‘down to the station. T told a detective
what | saw and he called me a damned

liar. When they talked to me again I told
them I didn't know anything. | never got

around to telling them whera the gun.

stock was. |
“1 have nothuw to lude ahom dns. T

~ mever saw that man before orsince. that I

know of. If the police had treated me like

- 2 human being [ would have told them
_mmhmzlkm g
“l have rmddmmumemd’omaui

two-thirds pages and it is true tothtbed
of my knowledge.”

Slmed/'Butternu'lk Buford’ {

.Solomon Jones. the chauffeur for Dr.

_ King, was standing directly below the bal-

cony when the shot struck the Negro

& leader. Jmmdl’wuwamﬂ"‘mh'
- something white on his face’" creep down

from the thicket of bushes across the
street. Another man who was at the Lor-

~_raine Motel said that the shot “probably

came from the thicket.” He also saw a
‘man leave the bushes.

Lance ("Sweet Willie Wine") Watson, -

‘a leader of the Memphis Invaders, a mili-
tant black power group, informed me that
he knew a taxi driver who also saw a man
leave the bushes and walk away,

1 asked for the cab driver’s name.

- ““He's frightened,” Watson replied.
“Very [rightened. It iantgmml knowl-
‘edge but one of the men in Dr. King's par-
‘ty has been shot at. 1 am doubtful that

. this man would discuss anything about

. what he saw. ['ll call and ask him."”

Sweet Willie reported later that the cab
driver did not want to discuss the ex-
perience.
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'!‘he mtunem l‘m Buttqmnlk Bnl«d
and from Solomon Jones, indicates there
was a gunman in the bushes. i

Mr. Buford said that the gunman broke
down his gun and threw the stock in some
bushes. A gun stock was later found in a
pile af;uul m the vacant lot. This gun
stock is now in o Memphis bank vault. It -

was carefully handled and. to date. has
‘not been dusted for fingerprints, The man
who has the gun stock said he will deliver
this evidence to the mhmtm!comd
er proper and af the right lime,”
" The fake rodio broadcast: “W!ml. are
- the two easiest items to trace in this coun-
the door and came to the rail and started

try?” Renfro Hays asked me during our
mvuttgahan. He then answered his own
question. A gun and an automobile.
Ray's gun was very conveniently dropped

" at the scene of the assassination. Next,

the police radio was penetrated with fake

~ reports on a white Mustang. Then, there

is the enigma of the Civilian Band broad-
cast which the police said was a ‘prank’
pulled off by a kid who lived ba:l: of the
International Harvester plant.”

*It was extremely coincidental that a kid
would use a white Mustang in a fake
broadcast. It is even more of a coinci-
dence when you consider that the other
car involved was a 1966 blue Pontiac au-
tomobile. One of the top officials in the
police department drove a car like that.

. Every policeman in Memphis thought

their boss was chasing down the killer.
They headed out there as fast as pos-
sible.” 3 o

RENFRO HAYS [NTRODUCE‘S NEW
WITNESS NO. 6

 The fake hmdm was nctua!]y made '
~ from a_fixed base citizen's band trans-
- mitter located at ‘a Memphis business
firm. “My client was in a certain place on
a routine errand,” a Memphis attorney

informed me. “Just by ancident. he over-
heard a telephone conversation by the -

~ owner of that business. The man said:
C'Kill the sonofabitch tomight and my  gleeping room ab
brother in New Orleans will pay you off.” |

The attorney refused to reveal the

:mmeul'lnsclunl.llaadmdthathsa-n'
~ name not be mentioned. *'Our lives could
~ be jeopardized tfthiu was publicized,”” the
‘attorney said.

However, Renfto Ha_vl has inter-

‘rogated the reluctant witness. “He also
‘overheard the fake CB broadcast from
this same business firm,” Renfro said.
 “He couldn’t leave until the broadcast

was complefed. He saw two men get into

~a Cadillac sedan with Louisiana plates
and drive away. They were the two men '
‘ who made the broadcast, he said.””

Other deaths: Lorraine Bailey was the

‘manager of the Lorraine Motel, where Dr.

King was staying when he was assassi-

nated. Three hours after King's death. _'

Mrs. Bailey ruptured a blood vessel, he-
morrhaged and died. Walter Bailey, own-

er of the Lorraine Motel. is not sntisﬁed,

that her death was an accident.

“She was a strong, healthy woman." he

said. 'There is always the possibility that
she saw something she shouldn't have
seen. Maybe she didn’t even realize it was

 satisfied with the room fwmeriy oocupmd

 an who was linked to the case. Several
Hays refused to believe in :unndcnce.-

=X vell- planned conspiracy ‘and that after-

~ business district when he spotted a sign

nmpomut.'l‘here  happening
then that we dun't kne-_what mglu |
lmveoecuned. ol

- Commeod: St rt ied -part‘ Y7
ment No, 5, whmhwulberoomﬂaynw 5
ted. Commodore Stewart died on the
' same day that James Earl Ray purchased
lhanﬂemBlmnghnm.Mamh!S,lsss -’J i

Thmwenzwosmrauen!nuﬁim— L e
the roominghouse. James Earl Ray
‘turned down a room overlooking Mai
Street and asked the landlady, Mrs. Bes-.
sie Brewer, rnrasleemngmm}{qwu

by Mr. Stewart..
*The area ‘where Rays room was to-
cated:smapartol’thabmldmzmuud
“ by permanent guests,” Renfro Hays ex- 3
plained. "“There had not been a vacancy
over there in months. Commodore was
old, and he could have died a natural
ﬂenth Bnt]udmd" Mauery ummm

lero'l‘. Hmandlmmwm—
uummt:u the possible murder of a wom-

people have claimed she was savagely
beaten shortly before her hody was found
_in a vacant lot beside Young's Cafe in ~ ©
Memphis. These witnesses claim they can
~identify. tbemanwhobentup the woman. ;
We are continuing our investigation. o BN
The red-lettered numbers: *“This wasa =L

‘noon in Memphis was almost like a stage
play. People were moved around lnd
brought into town to play their roles. Ray -
_had the role of the patsy. the fall guy. !t
‘was necessary to blish his p

‘Memphis. He wastnrentlheroombo—

' cause this would further t.hmw gmll. upen.

~ him /" Hayssaid.

_“Someone in Mamp'ius lmcw lhatmom e
numbez 5 was vacant in the rooming
‘house.” Hays continued. “They
‘to follow instructions.”

Ray was given these instructions: .

1) He was to drive down South Main
_Snuu &nmﬂ:elnsmeuuehmmm! ha s
‘arrived at Jim's Grille. . 3
' 2) He was to go uutmn ‘and e
‘the restaurant. .

3) He was tl:entocnmabad.dm—i
stairs and enter Jim’s Grille. He was to
write the room numberm’ndpwmlm et
“the wall beside the telephone. \

“Writing down the room number on |
thewallwasasaluywecamm Hays
explained. “If room number five hap-
pened to have been rented, this gave them
a measure of safety. It also allowed the
_conspirators to go directly to the room
Ray had rentedwtthnu!. hnvma to mquua T
at the desk.” ;

Follmﬂng these imtruchons. Ray
drove down Seouth Main Street looking
or Jim's Grille. He had barely left the

_reading "WJim’s Club,” a popular tavern in
' Memphis. Ray wheeled his Mustang to .'g
the curb and entered Jim's Club, ordered
a beer and asked about renting a room |
over the tavern. ’
“When they told Ray there: were 0o
rooms rented at Jim's Club. he almost
panicked,” Hays recalled. “He kept in-
sisting someone had told him there was a
room vacant above the club. Finally, one
of the customers in the tavern informed
(C anh’nued on page 80.! !




. (Cmurwod from paga 78)

“him that he probably wacanfus!annn f1

" Club with Jim's Grille.”

Ray was given duectlonl to the ‘correct
rooming house, a couple of blocks down

: - the street. “He rented the room above

 Jim's Grille,”
 ever, he did not come downstairs and

Hays continued. “How-
write the number on the phone wall at

; Jim’s GriIl'e._He drove all the way back to
"ou \tcrusall b the plidné thari ™

“Even in making his mistake, he still

P wenthacl to the wrong placeand put the
red letter number on the walll” said

Hayn. Meanwhile, the assassins were go-
ing in and out of Jim's Grille and vainly
searching for the room number supposed
to bc wntun beside the pl:one, !

'Ray’s room door,” said Hays.

= Fiuaihr one nt tbem :ot up the cour- Memplna hwne- intuul:. 'Shoppers

age, walked upsuun and knocked on have shunned the downtown stores since
' the death of Dr. King and the drop in

The red-lettered numeral is still on the business volume has been dnstm
wall it Jim's Club.. It is still identifiable, Wm]tw civic leaders worried
although it is surrounded by dozens of  about ° arﬂmtluonliiwnnﬂn ‘and
black-pencilled phone numbers. “I al- breathed grateful sighs of thanh when
ways think of this episode when some Raypleadedsullhrtﬂmurdu.
writer mentions Ray's alleged native cun-  Mempbhis is & fearful city today, tenu
mn;mbemﬂhalonemnﬁn."l{mw with themwr.-upectmouofwdden'
marked. “He couldn’t distinguish Jim's racial violence. In my many weeks in
Grille from Jim's Club. Then, when he Memphis. I did not find a single person
did get straightened out, he still ran back  who believed Ray acted alone—except for
tnwmthuuumbarouth-wanatthe a&«utmmdnmmm
mongphce £ -

There are evmmmmmumphuto- “copy and magazine. written on
daythatthcauthmuummnuﬁhe James Earl Ray, the true story of who
conspiracy. There was intense pressure to  killed Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. has yet
conwctRay but it came from powerful tobe written.

n

an immense flock of gaudy tropical water-
fowl, the great fleet moved out across the

‘-~ rippling bay. .

No more stops for the whole' width of
the mighty Atlantic Ocean—next port,

~ Cadiz, home, and a royal welcome for the

treasure-bearers. Many a Spanish heart
_sailed after them, longed to accompany

" them back to that homeland which
‘seemed so alluring to exiles in these far-

away island colonies of Hispaniola.
. The breeze held west-southwest. All
night the fleet moved easily along on its

~ 'northeasterly course, to clear the last eas-

_ terly outpests of the Bahama Islands and

_mit, they headed for the southern coast of

_Spem.

A hundred mﬂqs no:ﬂ.h of Puerto Plata,

. thousands of reefs, islands, cays and rocks

“were known to lie in wait for an unwary
-ship, The Almirante wanted none of it.

His course was plotted to give these “boil- -

ers™ u wide berth. Feeling quite secure on

that score. he began to look ahead—to
'Spain, to the Court, to his powerful"

friends, to his own future career.

"Then the wind died out—quite el
den.l.v The bright blue sky disappeared
 beneath a spreading veil of formless cioud
‘within a few short hours. Then it began

to blow again, this time from the north- -
east, a steady. increasing wind that whis-

tled through the rigging with shrill threat
of greater violence to come, The naviga-
tor's face grew anxious; seamen glanced
at each other and muttered apprehensive-

ly—they knew only too well what was
- loose upon the waters. As the surly swells

crested ominously, daylight turned to

darkness and the binnacle lamps on the

galleons had to be lit. It was only noon,
but the universe for the Plata Flnta was
turning to a long. long night.

In a few short hours the hurricane

. struck full force. The galleons had bared
* their masts and spars down to close-

reefed main-topsails, yet the force of the
wind tore at the fragments of the can-
vas and the shrouds like some ravening
wild beast. Moments later they dis-
appeared. flashing over the galleons like a
‘scattering of torn paper, leaving only
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: 'TREASURE FLEEI' OF HURRICANE ALLEY
= [ Con!mued jrom page 40) S

his 20 brothers and five sisters. He ap-
~ prenticed himself to a shipwright. then,
. after Imrmng the trade, worked for sev-
‘eral years in and around Boston. During
- this period he met and married the

= = Dmﬁdthemawrmo{mm chl
_arficles

 *THEEND

; 1 ~daughter of Capt. Roger Spencer. Mary
-thnr bolt-ropes Behmd. Tm_nails ex-

Vploded like cannon shots.

Tl st St et et I h

'Spencer Hull, the widow: of the fxmms
Nawﬂnﬂaadlhmﬁmldzr JnluLHulL
~ Shortly after his marriage, W‘dham

‘among the combers, spun crazily. Their slaves and molasses, or crossing to Vir-
Plunging in among the reefs, all the ships
.butomduappeandhelwthesurface_ shoddyetsomdnyheac‘aptmda

!hen. as straight as weather would per-

‘tered La Santissima Trinidad into Puerto  merous West Indies’ trading voyages he

crashes as the ships of the fleet, one after Pinpps became a ship’s master in his own
anather, struck against the unseen coral  right and commanded a sailing sloop, car-
reefs: grem jagged pnmacls. The ships  rying codfish and pine boards to the West
rose high ‘in the air, bobbed like corks Indies and returning with ‘cargoes of

bows were smashed and shattered as they  ginia for tobacco. However, young Phipps:
pounded themselves to destruction.  had no notion of remaining a “beggarly

_ One by one. the galleons began tosink. New England trading skipper”” and he
‘“would frequently tell his wife that he

Galleons and men alike went to the bot-  King's Ship: that he should come to have

tom. to lie rotting among the Silver the command of better men than was now

Shoals, nearly 100 miles from any land, accounted himself, and that he wun!d be
However, Capt. Francisco de Guerrez, the owner of a faire brick house in thq

the Almirante, somehow weathered the Green Lane of North Beston.™

hurricane. Days later he brought his bat-  While the young skipper was on his. nu-

de Ia Plata, crushed and broken. many of met many sea rovers who talked of trea- -
her crew dead or injured or missing. As sure-laden wrecks. and among the tav-
was customary: he was held for trial by unsoftheﬂostonwat&:ﬁombemcked
court-martial. Later he was exonerated. up rumors of many a silver-laden Spanish
thecatasuwhebanghdd an Act of God.  galleon that had smashed her timbers on
With 321000000 in gold, silver -and thnsorthstluw-lytmm(oltheﬂahma
gems still stuffed in their caken chests, - Passage. He listened to these talesand of-
the galleons of the great Plata Flota lay  ten retold them to his friends in his vain,
dark and cold under the sea for many hhutenns and most profane descriptive
vears, unseen and forgotten among the = manner. He busied himself with picking

coral, the sea-growth, the sharks.
Then, 44 years later; hard-fisted Wil-
liam Phipps came along. to wrest nearly

$1.500,000 from one hulk of that ill-fated

fleet of treasure, in a spectacular, primi-
tive salvage operation. . . .

It was Feb. 2. 1651 —eight years after -
the ill-fated Spanish Plata Flota had
gone down to its final anchorage that in
the tiny logging settlement of Pemaquid
(now Bristol), Maine, William—the 21st
child of a pioneer family of 26 chil-
dren—was born to James and Mary
Phipps, poor amd obscure settlers who
had come over from their native shores of
England to better their fortunes.

William was raised as a poor shepherd

‘boy. He underwent all the hardships of
that new country until he was 18 years

old, when he decided that the care of the
farm and the sheep might safely be left to

_ plexion, a stubborn and courageous mari-

up such information until he was primed
to make a voyage ofd;scovenr mbxs own 1
at a later period. 2

- With youthful d:eam such as t‘heu.
youus Phipps grew to manhood: became
tall. broad and stout. of reddish com-

ner, with a talent for capturmg thennap
- nation of others.
- One of his earliest resolutions was to-
become rich, and to some extent he ful-
ﬁlledapsﬂnfthwambxuonbyhsmr- e
riage to the wealthy widow, Mary Spen-
cer Hull. But he was not satisfied. Nowa -
ship’s master, ﬂyunoﬁ.anﬂmd&-
ply interested in the golden saga of the
lost Spanish Plata Flota than ever, he de-
‘termined to fulfill, if possible, his ambi- .
tions in searching for this fabulous sun-
ken treasure,

To transform his dream into a teahty.
“he needed a large ship, well armed and

(Contmuod on page 82)




