Dear Phil, - 8/17/82
Thanks for the clip on the Vascon Smith's.

I got the same information from the FBI in 1977 but because I hold the seme
view thoat Gar-ow oxperesced, I sald nothins sbout 1t. Bhose people and others like
them meap no harm and hoved to accomplish spue guode Thay had & higher opindon of

Nmmhwm.l'nmmﬂmummmmmmdﬁdmw
in FOIA sidts,

Hope you can get here next mmths I'm almost never eway. Once a month I go
back to the DO hospd#al for a checlup (tomorrow end again sbout a month from
g0

I%ve gotten no new records in the King case for scme time. I'm trying
emd 1t satisfactorily and the DJ can keep me tied up by finding excuse sf'ter
emoude. As soon as 1 cateh up on the acoumylater correspondence I'11 have to
got back on an off¥davit in that csse, I sent my lawyer the first part of it
and enpther one yesterday.

Dopends on whare you start 4n DG how long it takes $o get here. From most
of the downtown, not much over an hour.

iZ you erc able to come ond can let me lmown in advance where you'll bs
gstarting fron, I'll give you directions, Or, perhaps beat, I'll zive you
g,eneraldimoﬁonsm.

_Mou*zhemuuaytoge*mugﬁmlngmr&,orummm
and to the east, golng wests If you arc downtown, you'll probably get oo i
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Saturday, July 31, 1982 17
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Hal: I haven't heard from you in a wh;l.%e. H‘ope all]
I may be in Wx area in late Sept. Bes ,7)4 (
- I Memphis Press-Scimitar |
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The Smiths and Turner were civil .
rights activists associated with the
NAACP and led a number of marches,

. demonstrations and sit-ins between the
late 1950s and late 1960s,” - i

Durin February 1968, Garrow said, -
the Smitgx and Turner provided critical. |
information to the F'Bf

 ton Act, Garrow said the Smiths and: -
o T T O T werpprovidedcode.numbm._.
' History and palitics . and phoned information to vo Mem:
/.~ Vasco Smith in league with the FBI; Pphis FBI agents. .. e
-« .Smith, a'county commissioner, says . “The bureau used the term informant
*fhat minor revelation, broadcast by a\ rather loosely,” Garrow said. “Just bes
e - " local radio station this week, was pure canse ple like the Smiths and Ty s
AR Al Ezum coming as it does 14 years after ‘pmvhf:?r ' -
RN O s Ao em S 7
2 .ltseema: hr.nolt:t recsec:;tly wnntgn gy;ﬂa ty mean the trys
0| DAL €nce at the o ¥ o |;'I
: -,_.%?{f,'“‘“““;,, Nt %‘;‘,‘*aum = callgd The 126, 1° intentionally sapdbag the eivi
'+ FBI-and Martin Luther King — men ; s Tk
1 Hons Smith’s past association with fhe " Smity Jeranétgé% association ety ¢
© 1 "7 DavidGarrow, the author of the book, L5 ek SaY righis workers when-Thare | |
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wrote that Smith; along with his wife 'might even be abuse by the I
Maxine Smith, now executive secretary d?amnent." ol ML s
-« of the Memphis branch of the NAACP, ~ Smith suggested that the publicity ..

. and Jesse Turner, another county com- might have been prompted by his.race

. missioner; provided information to the a&l:nst Dr. Leo Gray. But; he said,
. /FBI during the 1968 sanitation strike in ;enr f : lmtqupm‘ AT

g 1
¢ i
il
¥

= g

T3 g

ALTLE
.y

{
K,

A | )
Vasco won easy re-election,




