Dear Jim,  Re Philip Nobile interview with “ob Smith 6/1/15

fhere is an insame man who periodically sends me clippings, gunerally also from
the Barbage press, souctimes from ihe locel papers he sees (muchig:m). Yesterday's
batch includes a 1973 big-puff interview with Bob, The paper is unidentified because
of the way this guy clips. He marks clippings up insenely and heavily. In this sase
he did not use red so I did, if you ever want to read this one.

1'Ve never had any interest in Lob per se and had no file on hime How:ver,
theps is such stupidity and insanity in this one that it has to raise questions
about Nobile (from whim I've never heard) and Smith, (I know of no decent writing
Ygbile has ever done. This was for Hmikmi Universal Fress Syndicats.)

Bven after it almost caused me to losg the thumb I was roi prepared for the
incredible lack of fact and understanding Bob reflcctse Yr the oplnions it is not as
cagy to dismaiss as from his psychoses,

He comes gecoross as the absolute defender of all the exccutive azencies snd as
virtually without criticism of the Commission, t00. Whers he does criticize the
- Commizsion, an argument con be made that the r_:rd.:t;iciam is unjusk, even unfactusl,

One thing in particuwlar I would call to your attention. “e again says that
the CTIA hendied wy spectro suit, Bls cosments never zontion iy name or that of
- anyane olse. 1t is the CTIA's sult, explicitly:"The committec has a case pending in
the Court of dppesls undsr the Freedom of Informaticn Act to obiain access to the
¥BI's analyses of the bulletseee”

This merely dunlicates sariier snd anthenticated reports. Offhand I recsll Bud
and Sprazue at Penn and both of them end Flammonde, I think making the same allegation,
on the old Fred Gele Show on WMCA. (FPolicoff has the original tepe, I a dube)

I regord this as pretty sericus miscondnst on Bud'c part. Farticulsrly because
of the specifieity with which I told and wrote him I would under no circunstsnces
bave anylhdngz tc do with anyone in or the CTIA when I knew no more than those he waa
agking to serve on his board.

It is not merely that I want you to lmow thise 4t 4s thet I'tidak if aud when
the time comes when there is a resl problem with Bud, it mav be a means of trving
to get him to behave on the personal and professional level, perhaps of getiiag
Bi11 in a position where he wight be willing to try to use some inilusnce toward
these ends. Of course this also relates to the total Falsity of bud's recent lotter
& copy of wiich I gave you yeaterday, as it does to my response when I was unswars

- of this interview. !

I really bolieve this was émporfessional conduct on Bud's pard.

It gught not surprise you that to Bob all otheors \not in CTIA, that is)
are "kooks,"

How i% is that Nobile zanspges t0 do only terrible writiag the$ serves to mis-
dirset snd confuse strikes me as a legitimate question,

Sagt,




UNCOMMON
CONVERSATIONS /

- The assassmatlon

a decade
of debate

’IEN years after the assassina- !
tion of John Kennedy, the har- -
vest is plenty but the laborers are .
few. Most of the overnight experts
have turned to other pursuits; and -
the buffs are a dying breed.
Standing practically alone in the
assassination wilderness is the
Washington based Committee to
Investigate Assassinations. With a -
N\, paid staff of one, and a mailing list _
of 1,000, the committee fights the -
good fight by suing the govern-
ment for secret data and acting as
a clearinghouse for information
cerning the JFK, RFK and

Fensterwald rose to promin

 recently as counsel for WatergateT
. defendant James McCord. ;
In order to learn the latest on
the JFK assassination, I talked to
the committee’s mild mannered
research director, Bob Smith.
Smith is a latecomer to the assas-
sination business. He worked as a
Defense Department analyst in
\b_a 1960s until his security clear-

'.ancewashfted,adecmonthatwas

reversed in court last year. Al-
though Defense Department law-

. yers accused him, he says, of dis-

playmg “four different psychos-
es,” Smith appears pretty sane to

me, especially on the subject of
JFK. ;

thp

If the JFK assassination was a
- conspiracy, then it turned out
! to.be a perfect crime. Nobody’s

cracked the conspiracy yet, and
nobody even seems to be close.

as no one has confessed to or come
forward with incontrovertible evi-
dence of a conspiracy, the pre-
sumption is that there was no
cons or that it’s so small and
tightly Held that no leaks have
! Sprumng.
Various critics contend that
the Warren Commission didn’t
. try very hard, and even intended
. awhitewash all along. :
[ Idont believe the assassination

lwas oovered up by the govem-:
ment. Nor do I accept that any of
the conspirators were agents or
employes of the government.
However, I do fault the Warren
~ Commission for covering up its
oversights and for conducting an
incomplete investigation.
Those are the kindest words
" DPve ever heard from an assassi-
- nation expert about the Warren
- Commission. Could you give me
- an example of the incomplete-



. mess of its investigation?

The ballistic details of the case B

were ignored. Although three bul-
lets were supposedly fired by the
assassin or assassins, only the
equivalent of one and a half bul-

" lets were ever found. These frag-
ments were analyzed spectrogra-
phically. And laboratory data ex-
ists on them.-Yet the Warren

- fCommission failed to inquire

tigators to get a look at
listics file?

obtain access to the FBI's i
of the bullets, but the court rul
against us about a month ago.
On what grounds? =
Well, the decision had nothmg
to do with national security or

taste or delicacy. The file eanum‘
. nothing but routine scientifi

» data. Apparently - the" court was
persuaded on the narrow legal

grounds that the law does not re-l !

_ quire the FBI to release 113 investi-
gatory files. i

Still, withholding of qmclal :

evidence seems suspicious to
me. What has the government

got to hide? No wonder people .
suggest that the CIA was behind

the plot.
You can’t draw conclusmns
from the absence of data. Sure, for

10yearsweveknownthatmany |

things are missing, and some
things have disappeared only late-
ly. But until this information be-
comes available, we can’t be cer-
tain what it will prove. All the
more reason, therefore, that we
ought to get that information.
' Let’s not leave unanswered ques-
tions for history to decide. ;
What is the significance of

LBJ’s admission to a journalist
a few weeks before his death
that he never believed in the
lone assassin theory and that he
was disappointed by Ramsey
Clark’s failure to poke holes in
the Warren Commission report?
. I challenge the authenticity of
those LBJ remarks. After all,
Ramsey Clark denied that John-
son ever asked him to review the
Warren report, pointing out that}-
he didn’t become attorney general
until 1966, two years after the re-
port was issued. But assuming

' - that LBJ did harbor such.doubts, -

I hardly think that he could have
absorbed enough detail of the case .
to have any better opinion than
you or L. Theram1ﬁcauonsare3uat |

_toogreat.

Then why did LBJ slap a 75
year ban on the release of infor-

" mation?

But he didn’t. And I'd like to
clear up that confusion. The 75 .
year ban on certain documents is
by statute and not by the will of
the president. Also, a lot of other
documents are being withheld for

- an indefinite period because of the

fa%tor of personal pri
€ ballistics file,
what evidence would’you really

ike to lay your hands on? e
A magazine advertisement for a

handgun' was allegedly found in -
Oswald’s possession. Someone had

.written “October 1959 on the ad.

The FBI has never identified the
handwriting and now they claim
they’ve lost the ad. Yet this is pos-
sibly an important piece of evi-
dence. If it was not Oswald’s hand-
writing, then whose was it? Per-

i\hapa the ad could lead to Oswald’s
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