Warch 14, 1840
ear Cameron,

- Enclosed is the Smith Com:ittee memo which I promised you for tomorrow morning,

If everythfing goes wall I'il have the Uiss Committee memo in the mail late tomorrow
night,

There are two things that I unfortunately omitted from this memoc. These beloﬁg,
respectively, on peges 6 =nd 123

The camoszisn to amend the Netional Isbor Zelations ot during the l:st session of
congress was unsuccessful largely hecause there was no public sentiment for this,
bne of the mejor -urposes of the Smith comnittee is to destroy this publie
confidence in the sct and the bonrd,

Not only dc "ashington rep rters receive, free and by msil by the following day,

daily, printed trenseripts of the “mith committee's hearings, butthe comrittae foes

to great -ains =nd -uts the government %o considerasble expense { franked mail is no cost
to the committee but is to the Tost uffice Jepartment} in sending out these

transerirts to 2,000 daily papers,

Beginring on pege 8 are the quotations from the recora you wanted, Wumerous other
quetes of this n: ture snre available, but 1 believs these will be enough for your
purposes, let me know if you want more,

The Diss committee is still something close to me., “ince I saw ¥You I have been

before them twice, snd once it was & resl third degree, uf course, they refuse to allow
me to testify in nudblic hearings, "here have b:en so m=ny ccenferences with the
Pepertment of Justice -ments that I have lost track of them, Yesterday and %odey I
apreared beforc the Grand Jury which has been convened without publicity. 1 hope that
within = week or so there will be =n indictment handed down, and I don't exvect to

be indicted. 1 am st111 under the subpens of both the C,J, and the Jies commitiee, I
balieve that the “ies committee memo will -ontein more in“ormation than you esn

use, but if there sre any things in it th 't you want snlarced upod, let me know,

I am leaving out the ileyne-entrapment story. However, I haven't had a chance to do
anything long that line, ss 1 told you I wes going to, and, if you are interested in it,
I can do it in = comparatively short lensth of time, Some new ovidence of an entrapment,
by the wsy, is contained in soms of Pelley's recent public statements, which I have, snd
in a memo to Mayne, from his superior in 2shville, dated early in 1932 , which gives him
rermission to aece t an unsrvecified position with an unsvecified committoe, Most of *his
story hss never be-n used, If you are not interestsd in it, have you any surgestions: I%4
like to do something :bout it now, if I am goline to in the nenr future, in order to cet

& news break on any irdiectmonts the Crand Jury may hani down, Everyons with whom I've spoken

is mnfident that the 0.7, will indict,

I have exmected a letter from you ¢11 wezk re: the jueries you said You had., Some good
materisl is undoubtedly avallable, from whzt I have been zble to discover in the few
spare minutes 1've had., Let me know if you stiil ar- interested and meybe [ can do
something,



I am pretty sure that T have zn in=ide on that stopy, both in the Tept,
~nd on both sides on the Hill,

I$ would be helpful if you let me know what vou want next and briefly
what you'd like %o be zble to show, also, can I h=lp you on pictures:

How did the m gazine do, 211 in allg “e1ll, I hovps,

Harold

FeZs I hope you wont forget the check,
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MELUORANDUM ON THE SFECIAL HOUSE COMMITTZE
INVESTICATING UNAMERICAN ACTIVITIES.

One May morning in 1938 the telephone in the office of
a labor official rang. On the other end of the line was a prominent
southern congressman with news of the Jjust-approved special committes
to invest igate unamerican activities.

The eongressman wanted the labor official to0 know that
he had been approeched by Rep. Martin Dies(D,Tex.) , slated to be
chairman of the investigating committee, and asked to xmzeYt axmustxmm
become a member.

Dies told him, this congressman went on, that Garner

and Pres. John P, Frey of the AFL getal E;ades @epartment, and himself

=

were furious over the failure of Congress to apg}ove the resolution
sponsored by bies in the previous session condemning the auto workers
for the sitdowpy strike in General Motars4£mméi§;ﬁg$ﬂ;ﬁwﬂfgimfAbu,;AwaaE%gﬁﬁé

The momkkmx congressman went on éo say thaf Dies had
agssured him theat his committee would do a thoroush job on the CIO
and that the sitdown resolution would be mild compared to what the
£X® committee wpuld do to the CIO.

The labor official'’s informant concluded by saying he
had declined & place on the zmmmixikt committee and that if labor,
and the CIO in particular, was wise it would start its fight against
the Dies committee immed iately.

Bvidence of the truth of the congressman's assertions
was not long in fortheoming. Among the first witnesses was Jojn
Frey, a pyschorethic red-baiter.

Frey presented the committee with a list of 284 CIO

organizers wWexE who, he said, were communists or communist sympathizers.
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Also named wExd were 60 CIO "leaders"™ who were communists or communist
sympathizers. B

Newspapers jumped at Frey's testimony. The New York Times
of August 14, 1938 devoted 83 and one half column inches to Frey's
testimony, 23 inches to denials which came from Philip Murray, president
of the Steel Workers Organizing Committee(CIO), who termed part of
Frey's testimony an "unmitigated lie". The World Tel egram of August
17 spgrfnz spent one amd one half Xmems inches on a UP story from
Pittsburgh saying the SWOC announced that 21 of the 31 alleged
communists on the SWOC payroll had never been on the SWOC peyroll.
B OD,ter it was shmﬂn.mééf Frey's supposedly confidential
information came from The Chicago Tribune.

Bespite Dies' frequent zmwanwmemexmxik announcements
that persons accused before the committee would be given a chance to
answer, nothing ever went into the record corc erning the falsity of
Frey's charges. Next morning, however, Frey shamefacedly admitted to
newsmen that one of his "CIO communists# is president of the Utah

State federation of labor(4FL). He insisted, however, that this man

BERX v;és: a communist.

) Frey was followed by a list of labor spies vho told
substantially the same story. imong the labor spies were William
Gernaey, Jacob Spolansky, amd William Nowell, =€ all of Yetroit.
Spolan sky was an assistant to A.Mitchell Palmer, attorney geneml
under Harding who condiueted the notorious Pakmer raids.,

{That Dies makes use of labor spies was indicated in a

statement made by him in Detroit invl959 (Novéﬁ;ﬁba:;:} to the effecet that

he had"informants™in labor unions with whom he was going to get jn
touch.)
First pmk¥i®m public break in the Dieg? committess front

came vwhen Edward ¥, Sullivan submitted a report on Exmmx alleged
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communist activities in “‘ollywood.

—
et

A brief submitted to Dies by Lebar's Non-Partisan League .
charged Swllivan hal been a highly-paid lebor spy(Railway Audit & Inspeetioi
an xxsxzkxkaix associate of the xmmrm notorious mmiizsemidiex anti-semite .
James True and one of the xmkm¥x authors(on the xmym¥ifx payroll of the
Republican National Committee) off anti-semitic leaflets directed at
President Roosevelt, ani an employe of a Ukranian fascist group.

Dies replied,(New York Times, August 27,1938) ,RBEXAAFIHE
"Declaring that Mr, Sullivan had denied the league's mharges, Mr. Dies
asserted they were deside the point. He msx accused the leagus of
'raising a smoke sereen to cloud the real issue.'”

Substantially the same thing was said by Dies in his
article for Liberty Magazine. It isn't so because Sullivan says it isn't
so.

In 1.7'es1)1'1|.1a:c=yK 1929, the committee's life was extended for a
year following a promise by Dies that hy January! 1940 his committee's
work would be over and that in the interval,the performance put on
during the 1938 political campaign would not be repeated.

A parade of ambi-semites and fascists followed each
other aeross the witness stand vhen the committee resumed hearings Iwzm
toward the end of khxkxszmssix the 1939 session of Congress.
Committee members joined with the witnesses in attackings Jews and
Jewryeo

In the examination of Henry D. Allen, BxXwextx west coast
Silver Shirt,xmx Bundster, ¥k ani reputed liason man between Nazis
in Los Angeles and Mexican Gold Shirts, there appear 46 references to
"Jew-Communists™ and, on August ﬁ.&xgi(part 6/8%%1}1'22])133 record) Dies
referred to Imwmryzzsx Jewey as " another international.” Not once
were these witnesses rebuked.

For example, on August 22, 1939,(volume 6, p.4044) Allen was
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talking about "Jews in the federal government are wreckipg the country.?
T Mr. Mason/(? I11. )- Are wrecking the country because you
feel they are communistically XmeXximzRx inclined?
%q;_ﬁllen./ﬁot necessarily, no.
%, Masontéut you feel that, regardless if they are :cmmunists
or not, if they have an active part in the official life of t;e governme nt
they will wreck the govermnent?
thllen:’We can see in the Jews in the pxzsidentzrewver nmexk

present government, in the Eoosevelt administration, the carrying out of the

protoeol plan, if you xk know what that is.

- -

-

Y Mason? Of course, 1 have heard vhat that is, but I know

personally many Jewish people not only in the federal government but in
=

: the local and state governments that make excellent officials and they are

-

certainly not wrecking the government.
14&« Allen/The exception proves the rule,
f&; { L‘?t__, ,4‘6’;‘&_
Béed- That is a guestion that neither this committee nor any
other committee can ever solve with respect to the Jewish race.
(Whereupon the committee ad journed to meet tomorrow, Wednesday

August 23, 19329 at 10 a.m.)

On August 24, after Allen admitted he had been arrested on
"some check charge", Rhea Whitley, committee counsel who XEzzeiitx
secretly Xxe resigned(Cong. Record Feburary 2,1940) , asked "Bogus
check or because of insuffieient funds?" Allen said it was "insufficient
funds." When it was bro@ght out, (pp.4178 Dies record) that "insufficient
funds™ was a chronic affiliction of sllen's, Dies asked the committee,
"Do you think this is material?”

Rep. J. Parnell Thomas{R?N.J.) replied, "I G0 not think

so” and the matter was dropped.

Zach of the menbers had a{cony of xk¥mx Allen's ceriminal
b

record( p.l33 of Spivak's Secret Armies) showing he had used at least
& I
ﬁ—f‘-? ‘{f\.} Fi’gj r"_‘i-a{ ﬁ:{:&,“ Le s ,&#Ecin‘f’aééé
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three aliases, that he was arrested on ygumerous occasions beginning on

May 17, 1910 in Los ingeles, that he was a forger,

to Ffolsom amd San Juentin E¥REX penitentiaries,

end had been committed

ExExxmoex Failure to mention this record mey bob up to

plague the committee later, barticularly if the pro jected coalition

of fascist groups takes rlace this summer.

BxeEx More brazen was the vhitewash of Georgs Deatherage,

fuhrer of the Knights of the White Yamelia. Without objection from

members of the committee Dea therage refused to name any of his
associates or tell anything about his orggnization.

Nor was Dea therage questioned about his elaborate"plan™
for fascism in america, about which #llen was guestioned(vol. 6, pp.
4009 ff. ) |

® Wm. Dudley Pelley owes the biggest debt of gxxbikubiex
gratitude to the Dies committee,

Until the m&dizX middle of 1939 Pglley was ke pt out of the
record. After a mxd¥isximmx collisdon between 2EXT=x and George Van
Horn Moseley FPelley began an attack on Dieé in his ¥ magazine, Literation,

and in pamphlets issued by Pelley Publishers.

of the committee, to investigate Pelley. On August 19, Whitley telegram ed

In July( 1939, Dies sent B. Barker, an agent
N -

Pelley he was wante questioning and asked him to come to ‘iashington

to accept service of a subpena. Pelley "disappeared” although it is now

known he was in the House office building a few days later. Vhitley

then began sending special dmkkhaxy delivery letters to Felley.

O August 29, Barker took the withess stam. mhough he
had spent 90 days investigating Pelley, he sat d, mEztzRixhix nothing
in his testimony was not a metter of publie record, the work of two ar
three days in the Congressional Library.

Barker did have,x however, a 40 page list of Pelley's
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certain ]
ecorrespondents, Inekimimg inelud ing/menbers of congress, thelir secretaries
and Exxm Nazi agents. On four occasions Barker tried to place this
list(prepared by the Fost Office department) into the record but it was
= commi ttee
refused. The list is still kept a/éecret.
(When the Pies committee was accused ui:fﬁff; Roosevelt of
"sordid procedure" in publishing the mailing list of th £éperican Lea e
(radio speeéh? Oect. 28,1939)
for Peace and Vemocracy, “ashington branch, Dies retorted that no such
charge was made "when the Silver Shirt list was spread upon the record.”
No sucn list has ever been placed in the record.)
The Barker fmx farce ended when Whitley attempted to show that
Pelley printed material obtained from "Nazi"soureces. This he did by readin
an excerpt from Ikkexdmimx Liberation dated July 8, 1933 which, he said,
was a duplication of an Martiele which appeared in the Hammsr press,
Leipzig, Germany, in 1927." (Volu. 6, pp 4268~4269). It did not

disturb the commit tee

tha t

1927 was somewhat earlier than the Nazis came into power in Germany.

After raiding the offices of the League for Peace
and ¥m Democracy in Washingbton, on September 28, and a few days vreviously
the ALPD offices in Chicago(see appepdix for citations on this matter)
Dies turned his attention to the National Maritime union. (CIO)

In the summer of 1939 the NMU went on strike against the
tanker companies. almost immediately there were repeated azttacks on
membe rs of the union and pts picket lines in Dies' congressional
district in whieh large oil properties are located(see appendix).

Leader of the goon squad was an ex-communist and drunkard,
Wme Co MeZuistion(indicted on March %éi x9¥% 1940 for murder in Uew
S$xuimaxzx Orleans). When the NMU protested to the Veprrtment of Justice,
J.Bigark #oover reported™no grounds for federal intervention.”

While Joseph Curran, NNU przsident, was engaged in

negotiations with sfiipowners for a new contract he was suddenly cakled
L t“!‘ %w._

before the Dies committee.( His testimony, sharp attacks
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on Dies and the committee has been ommitted from the printed record) .
Few guestions were asked him and Dies, the same night, blanketed the
Curran story by his radio attack on ghe Bresident(supra,.).

The following Monday Méﬁuistion was put on the witness
stand and told a lurid story, climaxed by an assertion that"Communist
gunmen“were going to "get him." (see appendix.) Since Mc@uistion
testifed before the committee, was arrested[a%%at extradition, he
has hung around town, continuing to draw witness fees amnml spending his
time in a notorious dive.

On November 17, after making spectacular headlines with
2 "personal investigation™ of the Maﬁhistion arrest(sn inwestigation
which never produced anything more than a one edition story to the
effect that McQuistion was a Department of Justece agent and the
murdered mn,.fhilip Carey, his assistanty Dies headed for Chicago.

In Chicago Dies amnounced "There will be hundreds of
indictments-and convictions--of persons who have vwiolated the laws of
this country in spreading subversive propaganda."” He also announced
that there would be indictments on the "mishandling of union fands™®,
referring apparently to the Packinghouse Workers Organizing Committee

(CI0). j?ﬂ'
In Chicago the Dies announcement created a stirm, the

important
PWOC had an/NIRB election scheduled for Armours on November 21.

On the same day, Dies personal aide, John ©, Metealfe, told
the Chieago DAR that the Dies investigation was to expose "red"™ activities
in the mmiamz PWOC,

The next dayz®zx day, November 18, secret hearings were held
by the committee, but the nws of it was allowed kkexkeak to "leak"™ to
the strikebound Ehiex Hearst paper, the Chicago Hmx® Herald~American.

This story said "thousands of Gollars Em@zhermx of union funds had been

diverted to other sourcesz that the union's constitution had been "drawn
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up at a communist meeting™, that two communists could "tie up the
nation's meat packing industry by merely senmding telegrams™(see appendix),
that the union's mail"was delivered first to zommem communist headguarters
and only such mail as was deemd proper for PWOC consumption was zRXmwxksm
ellowed to pass on to the IFWOC mxwbershigyx membership or officers
not holding red cards.“c’ﬁy

Herbert iarch, district Rimerixafxik dirsctor of the PWOC in

e

Chicago, filed an affidavit detailing the msme way in which Dies was
brought to Chicago.(see appendix.)

Without waiting for the Armour election, Dies mad. a
flying trbp to Pittsburgh where the SWOC was negotiating for new
contracts.

Dies said he was conviced "foreign agents™ weuld "resort
to sabotage, espionage, and labor strike™ in that area in an effort to
bloc k shipments of arms and supblied to allied armies.

"This is one of the worst spots in the zmmxkx country,"Dies
told Pittsburgh rapers."Il am convinced that communists hold some
key ¥=® positions in labor unions here. 5othﬂ;ommunists and nazis have
installed agents in jobs in key industries.” B -

Nothing is said about the PWOC or the SWOC in the Dies
comnittee report.

Dies next went to Detroft, where the Chrysler strike was
in progress. He told the same stary about"foreign agents”, said that
3,500 persons in that city were membersof subversive =zmwksx organizations
controlled by foreign powers. He said he would return about vecember 1
for a two-weeks hearings. Such hearings have not been held. (see appendix
for evidenee of use of labor spies.) |

Another example of Dies' anti -union activities was in
the case of the Farm ¥sx Equipment iWorkers Organizing Committee(CIO)

anc the intern&tional Harweste:r Co. in Richmond, Ind. Thzzeizz An



