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B
y
 J

a
c
k
 'F

u
lle

r 

W
H

E
N

 G
E

R
A

LD
 F

O
R

D
 picked. N

elson R
ock-

feller as his V
ice-P

residential nom
inee, S

her: 
Ian S

kolnick had m
ixed em

otions. 
O

n
 th

e o
n
e h

an
d
, th

e g
ad

fly
 in

d
ep

en
d
en

t 
w

estig
ato

r felt th
e n

o
m

in
atio

n
 su

b
stan

tiated
 

redictions he'd been m
aking for w

eeks on his 
)corded telephone m

essage, "H
otline N

ew
s." 

B
u

t o
n

 th
e o

th
er h

an
d

, S
k

o
ln

ick
 felt q

u
easy

 
ecau

se h
is m

essag
e h

ad
 b

een
 th

at R
o

ck
efel-

ar is out to take over the country and subvert 
le C

onstitution. 

S
K

O
L

N
IC

K
 IS

 o
n
e o

f th
o
u
san

d
s o

f A
m

eri-
an

s w
h

o
 b

eliev
e th

at th
e ev

en
ts co

m
m

o
n

ly
 

iccep
ted

 as cu
rren

t h
isto

l'y
 in

 fact o
n

ly
 co

rn
-

ose the outer shell of things. 
W

ithin that shell they believe there lay dark 
nd brooding conspiracies that aim

 to strike at 
h
e u

n
d

erb
elly

 o
f A

m
erica's m

o
st ch

erish
ed

 
alues. 
T

h
eir b

elief is n
o
t w

ith
o
u
t a h

isto
ry

 o
f its 

lam
. F

ro
m

 b
efo

re th
e R

ev
o
lu

tio
n
ary

 W
ar to

 
h

e p
resen

t, fear o
f co

n
sp

iracy
 h

as b
een

 a 
ecurring part of the A

m
erican political scene. 

O
d
d
ly

 en
o
u
g
h
, th

e fact th
at th

e p
ress an

d
 

led
icated

 p
u

b
lic o

fficials u
n

co
v

ered
 a real 

o
n

sp
iracy

 h
 th

e W
h

ite H
o

u
se an

d
 b

ro
u

g
h

t 
lo

w
s a P

resid
en

t as a resu
lt d

id
 n

o
t assu

ag
e 

he fear. 
"It's h

ard
 to

 co
n
v

in
ce p

eo
p

le w
h
at's really

 
;ping on because those w

ho have read only the 
)ablum

 put out by the m
edia have been brain-

vashed," S
kolnick says. "B

ut still som
e people 

m
o
w

 th
at th

ere are n
atu

ral fo
rces at larg

e in
 

k
m

erica—
so

m
e call th

em
 co

n
sp

iracies—
ju

st 
is th

ere h
av

e b
een

 sin
ce th

e b
eg

in
n
in

g
 o

f th
e 

w
orld." 

Y
A

L
E

 U
N

IV
E

R
S

IT
Y

 history professor D
avid 

3rion D
avis, one of the country's m

ost highly 

Jack
 F

u
ller is a T

rib
u

n
e rep

o
rter.  

regarded students of the history of conspiracy 
an

d
 p

o
litical p

aran
o

ia, is carefu
l n

o
t to

 d
is-

cred
it to

tally
 th

o
se w

h
o

 h
av

e w
arn

ed
 ab

o
u

t 
sin

ister fo
rces m

assin
g
 attack

s o
n
 A

m
erican

 
values. 

"I don't think any of these beliefs could last 
too long w

ithout som
e grain of truth to them

," 
he says. 

A
fter all, B

enedict A
rnold did negotiate w

ith 
B

ritish
 M

aj. Jo
h

n
 A

n
d

re to
 tu

rn
 o

v
er W

est 
P

oint for 20,000 pounds. A
nd A

aron B
urr un- - 

su
ccessfu

lly
 sch

em
ed

 to
 fo

m
en

t a secessio
n

 
m

o
v

em
en

t in
 th

e w
estern

 areas o
f th

e n
ew

 
A

m
erican republic. 

T
h
o
 S

k
o
ln

ick
's ch

arg
es h

av
e a scatterg

u
n
 

q
u
ality

, m
issin

g
 th

eir targ
et m

o
re o

ften
 th

an
 

not, he is in part responS
ible for the conviction 

o
f fo

rm
er G

o
v
. O

tto
 K

ern
er an

d
 th

e resig
n
a-

tio
n

 o
f tw

o
 Illin

o
is S

u
p

rem
e C

o
u

rt ju
stices 

w
h
o
se m

alefactio
n
s S

k
o
ln

ick
 w

as th
e first to

 
-publicize. 

T
hose w

ho fear conspiracies have not alw
ays 

b
een

 o
b
scu

re in
d
ep

en
d
en

t in
v
estig

ato
rs an

d
 

g
ad

flies lik
e S

k
o
ln

ick
. G

eo
rg

e W
ash

in
g
to

n
 

w
arn

ed
 th

at th
e B

ritish
 p

lan
n

ed
 th

e literal 
enslavem

ent of the A
m

erican colonies. 
S

am
u

el M
o

rse, in
v

en
to

r o
f th

e 'teleg
rap

h
, 

w
arn

ed
 ag

ain
st a g

reat C
ath

o
lic Jesu

it co
n
-

spiracy to take over the governm
ent. 

T
h
e cu

rren
t u

p
su

rg
e o

f cu
ltu

ral p
aran

o
ia 

m
ig

h
t b

e w
o

rse th
an

 an
y

 o
f th

e earlier ep
i-

sodes, D
avis says. 

"I think w
e're getting into a period of confu-

sio
n
 an

d
 d

o
u
b
t th

at m
ay

 m
ak

e th
is era q

u
ali-

ta
tiv

e
ly

 d
iffe

re
n
t th

a
n
 th

e
 p

a
st," h

e
 sa

id
. 

"Ju
st th

e fact th
at to

d
ay

 it's so
 easy

 fo
r a 

sm
all group to hijack a plane or, w

e're told, to 
hijack an atom

 bom
b breeds a profound sense 

of insecurity." 

IN
 A

D
D

IT
IO

N
 'to the volum

es of "assassina-
tion research" arguing that conspiracies lay at 
th

e ro
o

t o
f th

e m
u

rd
ers o

f th
e tw

o
 K

en
n
ed

y
 

b
ro

th
ers, D

r. M
artin

 L
u

th
er K

in
g

, an
d

 th
e 

attem
p

ted
 m

u
rd

er o
f G

eo
rg

e W
allace, in

 th
e 

S
h
erm

an
 S

k
o
ln

ick
 ..-m

ixed em
otions. 

last year several popular m
otion pictures have 

sk
etch

ed
 a terrify

in
g

 v
isio

n
 o

f irrep
ressib

le 
conspiracy. 

"E
x

ecu
tiv

e A
ctio

n
," w

ritten
 b

y
 D

alto
n

 
T

ru
m

b
o

 w
h

o
 w

as b
lack

listed
 fo

r y
ears as a 

result of M
cC

arthy E
ra anti-subversive activi-

ties, w
as a th

riller lo
o
sely

 b
ased

 o
n
 th

e m
u
r-

d
er o

f P
resid

en
t K

en
n
ed

y
. In

 it a g
ro

u
p
 o

f 
C

om
m

unist-fearing, w
hite suprem

ist oil barons 
plot the assassination and successfully cover 
th

eir track
s w

ith
 an

 in
tricate an

d
 im

p
ro

b
ab

le 
schem

e. 
In "C

hinatow
n" actor Jack 'N

icholson plays  

a p
riv

ate d
etectiv

e w
ith

 th
e h

eritag
e o

f 
S

p
ad

e an
d
 P

h
ilip

 M
arlo

w
e b

eh
in

d
 h

im
 

stu
m

b
les o

n
 an

 illeg
al p

lo
t to

 g
ain

 co
n
:. 

v
a
st fa

rm
 a

c
re

a
g

e
. U

n
lik

e
 th

e
 tra

il 
A

m
erican detective, w

ho cynically cuts 
su

ch
 sch

em
es an

d
 b

rin
g
s th

e p
erp

etrat-
punishm

ent, in "C
hinatow

n" N
icholson 

d
isastro

u
sly

. T
h

e co
n

sp
iracy

 is to
o

 p
c ,  

for him
. 

A
nd in "P

arallax V
iew

" and ultrasophi 
ed psychological testing firm

 uses its sk 
find cultural m

isfits w
ho are w

illing to cc 
political 

assassinations 
and w

hose h&
c 

w
ill be attributed to individual psycho'. 

flaw
s (lik

e L
ee H

arv
ey

 O
sw

ald
 o

r S
ilt: 

rhan] rather than to diabolical plots. 
T

he hero in "P
arallax V

iew
" is a m

at -
ed

 n
ew

sp
ap

er rep
o

rter w
ith

 all th
e u

si_
 

trib
u
tes o

f a m
o
v
ie-sty

le p
riv

ate ey
e. 

end he uncovers the plot but never gets 
veal it because the plotters kill him

 ar..±
 

h
u

m
o

u
sly

 fram
e h

im
 as a p

o
litical m

u
r 

TH
O

M
A

S P
Y

N
C

H
O

N
, one of A

m
erica's 

n
o

v
elists, h

as m
ad

e a career p
lay

in
g

 c 
increasing paranoia in A

m
erican society 

an
o
ia, h

e say
s, is th

e feelin
g
 th

at ev
er 

in
 th

e w
o
rld

 is co
n
n
ected

 an
d
 p

ers. ,  
threatening. T

he only antidote, P
ynchon 

in
 h

is latest w
o
rk

, "G
rav

ity
's R

ain
b
o
v
 

"antiparanoia w
here nothing is counecr 

anything, a condition not m
any of us can 

for long." 	
• 

H
is in

sig
h

t is sim
ilar to

 th
at o

f h
is 

D
avis w

ho says that faced w
ith a w

orld 
increasingly com

plex forces that result it 
m

ediate and personal discom
fort such a.: 

w
in

ter's g
as sh

o
rtag

e, p
eo

p
le w

ill fin
d

 
"it's easier to believe in sinister forces C

c 
chaos." 

A
nd D

avis adds that since events and c 
are not likely to end soon, "w

e're p
ro

b
a'l 

for som
e real honeys of conspiracy theor: 

the near future." 


