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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN D@TRICT OF ILLINOIS
- EASTERN PIVISION, :

SHERMAN H. SKOLNICK, plaintift,

_ ivil Action,
s, '7 9
NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE, defendant. Na.

COMPLAINT,

The plaintiff, SHERMAN H. SKOLNICK, complains against the defendant, NATION,
ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE, and alleges: ‘

1. That this Court has original jurisdiction of this action under Title 28, United S
Code, Section 1361. '

Also, that this Court has jurisdiction of this action under the Public Information Sec

the Administrative Procedure Act, Title 5, United States Code, Section 552 as amended b
Stat.54 (1967), S S : o

-+ < Relief is also sought ;ﬁrsuan;- to the Federal Declaratory Judgment 'A'ct. Title 28, U
States Code, Section 2201 and 2202, ¢ 7 T T e e S

2. The plaintiff, Sherman H. Skolhick, resides at 9800 South Oglesby Avenue, Chic
Ilinois. Plaintiff is Chairman of the Citizens' Committee to Clean UE the Courts, a not f
organization whose office is at his home. Skolnick is also a part time instructor at Colun
College, 540 North Lake Shore Drive, Chicago, Illinois. He teaches classes in Civic Inve
and he and some of his students, together with other persons, have been working to invesi

docunient, and research Chicago -area type angles relating to the assassination of Preside
John F, Kennedy.

3. Plaintiff does not submit this suit to be heard or adjudicated by any of the presen
District Judges of the Northern District of linois, for the reason that the subject matter |
relates, in part, to the case of United States vs. Abraham Bolden, No, 64 CR 324, in this

District, wherein a United States Secret Service agent was imprisoned on admitted perjur
testimony, )

Skolnick /fears that the present judges of this District would proceed in the instant c:
secret and in camera, without open court proceedings and without notice to this plaintiff o:
ing, to arbitrarily dispose of this case, without fair play and due and orderly processes of

4. The plaintiff does not invoke the jurisdiction or power of any judge, court Execut
Committee, or other such group or person, who intend, or would intend, to détermine and
icate this case in secret and in’camera. Insofar as any such judge, court Zxecutive Comm:

" or other such person or group would purport to proceed nevertheless to detérmine this cas
- secret, asdforementioned, plaintiff would withhold this Complaint from any such Judze or |

and declare them to be teespassers in the premises of this Com:plaint.

5. Among the data compiled by plaintiff and his staff researchers, and students, as:

others assisting him and them, including information gathered from documents and intervi
are the following: '

(A) That prior to the assassination of President Kemnedy in Dallas, Texas, Novembe
1963, there was a plot or plots to assassinate the President in Chicago, Illinois, on or aboi
November 2, 1963, when the Fresident was expected to be in attendance at the Army-Air F
football game in Soldiers’ Field, to be held that same day, November 2, 1963,

Among those involved in the plot, or plots, were a person known as Thomas Arthur 3
a possible double for a person known as Lee Harvey Oswald; and three or four others inclu
Lee Harvey Oswald, or person using such name, and a Mr., Bradley and a Mr.Gonzalez.



s !
o it )

il

'Appendix E. Later inves

(B) Kceping Vallee under surveillance and carrying out other duties related thereto -

U.S, Secret Service agents. Prior to the scheduled visit of the Prcsident, Acting Supervi
Martineau, Secret Service Division, Chicago, receivdd a personal call from the Chief of t;
U.S. Secret Service, James J. Rowley,. Rowley told Martineau that the Secret Service had
of an assassination plot, or plots, supposed to take place during the President's coming vig
Chicago. According to Rowley, four men had come or would come to Chicago to participat

Martinegu called in all men in his charge in Chicago and told them of Rowley's call.
also informea them the following as to this matter;
(a) there were to be no written reports; (b) nothing was to be sent by TWX; (c) Marti

was to report only by phone to Rowley, personally; (d) no file number was to he given
this case. '

All Secret Service agents in Chicago were shown four photos of the men allegedly inv¢
in the plot or plots. Shortly before the scheduled visit of the President, Martineau assembie
some of his agents to discuss the results of the investigation. Among others at the meeting
Martineau's office were the following secret service agents: James Griffiths, Robert J. Mo
Thomas D. Strong, and Steven B. Maynard. As a result of surveillance, the plot, ox plots,
was thought to be genuine. Fhe four men appear to have come to Chicago and were staying v
a riorthside "landlady", at or about 1200 North, near a police station.

(C) The plot, or plots, or portion thereof, was or were ahorted by the activities df
Daniel Groth, who is shown in a Chicago Police Department Report as being a witness again,
Vallee, who was stopped two blocks from his purported residence. A copy of said Report is
attached hereto and made a part hereof as Appendix A. Also attached hereto and made a pa:
hereof as Appendix B, C, and D, are three pages from the so-called Potential Assassin File
the Chicago Police Department. Said File on Vallee has disappeared and re-appeared from
to time, and the photo attached thereto of Vallee is gone.

The purported Police Report, App. A, has no narrative of the purported arrest which

succeeded in aborting the plot, or portion thereof, to the benefit of the potential assassin or
assassins. Said Report shows discrepancies among others, as follows:

(a) the alias column shows M.1. (Rifle), which may have been a password or form. of
identification;

(b) there appear to be uriexplained differences as to the police districts, whether Arec
~or 20th District.

Daniel Groth was known to often "hang around" the U.S. Secret Service office in Chicago. W
Groth was actually in the capacity of private citizen-witness, or Chicago Policeman, or som:
form of federal agent or operative, remained a mystery to certain Secret Service agents,

(D) News coverage of the November 2, 1963, plot or plots was inexplicably withheld o
deferred until after November 22, 1963, when the assassination of the President occurred in
Dallas. Immediately after the assassination, the Secret Service in Chicago and nationwide d
nothing except work on the assassination problem, On the night of November 23, 1963, one «
the secret service agents in Chicago received a call at homé from a secret service agent in
Dallas who wanted "instant information"” on the following: (a) Klein's Sporting Goods Compan

and the Oswald rifle, and (b) whether Oswald received money from Chicago as alleged in a
Chicago newspaper,

(E) According to a City of Dallas jail document, a person known as Lee Harvey Oswalc
made a collect call, November 23, 1963, to John Hurt, Releigh, North Carolina; one of two ¢
he made from said jail. A copy of said document is attached hereto and made a part hereof a

tigation shows that the name was John David Hurt, whose address is
Raleigh , North Carolina, In 1963, Hurt's wife, Billie G, Hurt, was
John David Hurt has a background as Special Agent, U.S, Army Count

201 Hillsboro, Apt. 4,
listed at sajd address.
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Bolden was not allowed to leave the room for any puxpose even though Bolden requested to make :

a telephone call to his wife. At approximately 6:00 P.M., Special Agent in Charge Maurice G. L

Martineau, Chicago office, entered the room and charged ' Belden with having attempted to
sell a government document in respect to a counterfeiting case. :

9, The Warren Commission was established November 29, 1964; the Warren Commi’ssio’n
Report was published September 27, 1964. Between those dates, Abrdmm Bolden was brought
back to Chicago on pretext; indicted, convicted, and sentenced to six years in federal prison.
He was not allowed to appear before the Warren Commission.

The main witness against Bolden later confessed perjury, but Bolden nevertheless was kept
falsely imprisoned. Bolden sexved 39 months in jail and was recently let out on probation, with

about 2-1.2 years to go. Implicit in the probation i8 the understanding that Bolden remain silent
or be dragged back to prison.

Wwhile in jail, Bolden spoke with a critic of the Warren Commission, Mark Lane, author of
the book, '"Rush to Judgment” . Thereafter, Bolden was placed in the go-called ""snake pit" for
geveral weeks of solitary confimement., According to Bolden, he was pumped full of drugs and
putthrough gsomething known as "Room 12-S". Bolden has told certain persons that he has written
out a 50-page long-hand report and sent it to a friend for public disclosure upon his death.

From time to time, Bolden has made the statement: "'1have evidence that a member of the
Secret Service had a part in the planning of the assassination, Someone, an agent, could be
indicted on it". More data will be prought out by plaintiff in @ trial on the merits.

10, While Bolden was in prison, his faimily had been subjected to & numbex of serious
threatening activities: - an attempt was made to pomb and/or burn his home, at 7632 South
Sangamon, Chicago, Iilinois; his garage was purned down; a shot was fired through the window of

~ his home; his wife has been followed upon occasion and a brick has been heaved through his - '
wife's car window.

11. The defendantis National Archives and Records Service's, suppression of documents,
papers, and exhibits, showing the plot, or plots, to kill President Kennedy in Chicago, and its
relationship to the assassination in Dallas, is interwoven with Bolden's attempt L0 appear before
the Warren Commission. Instead of being allowed to estify before the Warzren Commission,

he wass instead falsely imprisoned. Acting Supervisor Maurice G. Martineau and others in the

Secret Service have been instrumental in having Bolden falsely imprisoned to silence him and
destroy the possibility of his testimony pefore the Warren Commission.

12. Defendant National Archives and Records Service, i8 suppressing the following in
relation to the events herein described:

(A) An interview, November 3, 1963, by a U.S. Government official with the person known
‘as Thomas Arthur Vallee, as to Vallee's relationship with a person known as Lee Harvey Oswalc}.

(B) The documents showing that the 1962 Falcon auto driven by Vallee in Chicago, Novembe
2, 1963, had license plates linked or registered in the name of Lee Harvey Oswald, Said license
plates being New York 31lorf. In addition, & vfreeze” on said license plate information is being
kept by the F.B.1. at the request of the Secret Service.

(C) Documents, papers,' and exhibits relating to john David Hurt, or phonetically pronounce
John Heard: and his relationship to Lee Harvey Oswald, or person oT persons known by such nan?

(D) Interviews by U.S. Government officials with persons connected with Klein's Sporting
@oods Company, Chicago, in relation to the fact that Klein's had no receipt for the gun allegedly
sent to an alleged Oswald alias. -

. (E) i Documents, papers, and exhibits relatixig to the plot, plots, or conspiracy to 4
* assassinaté president Kennedy in Chicago, prior to the assassination in Dallas, November 22,
" 1963. -4-
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LUKE CURISTOPIER HESTER who is employed with NEC Nﬁws,‘..

. Chicago, Illinois, was interviewed ‘st his place of residonco,

1211 Uichigsn Avenus, Evanston, I114nois, on Novembar 28, 1963,
et which timo HESTER advised that he wss born and ralsed in Neow
York City and has only resided in the Chicago nread foy» thoe past
2ive years. AZter baing appraised ol 1b® situation concerning .

tho Burcau interests in +he assassiantlion of Presidont KENNEDY,.43"

tr, KESTER stated that he would bo oZ nny assistancy and would :
advise of any iszZermation he possessed. He stated that & IeVw .
days ago his suparior, BYLL CORLEY, Nows Managor, foxr NBT News, :
1{idwest Burezu Mexchandlse Market, Chicago, 11linois, nsked if
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‘kncwing that JIESTER used to b2 a native of New York,'requested
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LARKIN thoreaftor advised bim that. the information was nfrozen"

and that only the FBI could obtain thls information. e

Mr, SESTER further stated that he wus not awaré of the
backgiround concerning why or how +his license plate was connected .

with OSWALD, but thut his puperior, Mr. CORLEY, would probubly

now the circumstances purrounding the. 1icense plate and its
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o M., BILL CORLEY,News(Manager; Nationsl Broadcasting

é Company (NEC) News, Merchandlse Mqrt, advised as follows:
A . 1e recently became News Manager for NBC 1n Chicago
Lo 23 has administrative control over news itens. has fcels
shound be investigated by reporters as possible stories
o2 intcrest,. >aN;\

L -
. . -
Seversl days sgo, exact date. tcnknown, it was prought
s o= - y
to Lns atieation, Ircm an unrecalied solrge, that an
ingavidual alleged from New York had been &rrgsted DY the
Chicugo Police Department for a minor-traffic violation and

o ucoarch of this individual's autonobilé wesulted ia the - ‘ "ol
Fiading 6 num rous younds of ammunition and~3 weapony. - - A
ralee and caliber unknown. He did noti kaow the pume oF S

~déress of the person zrrested and did not know tho dis- ~ _
Cponition of the arrest. Inasmuch as the arrest occurred S :
S e vame day, Novembor 2, 1863, the late Pres.dcnt ™ Ce
Jowit Fo KelXNZDY wasz to attend the fooctiball guame betwecn TR
£l Jmitoed States Aly Forco Academy and the West Point e

viiiitary academy’ &t Soldier Fie¢id, this arrast bhecane

L iuterest to CORLIV. Subzsguently the above arrest
brcame oven mere interesting to him when he learned of
=no details of ihe assaasination of: the late. Prosidant.
Althoupn he knew of no connecticn betwean the individual

- . ar:nsted on November 2, 1983 and the man accused of tae- 7 ;/};
-~ . ascissination, COBLEY aszigned a Chicago television reporter, e

- LIX 0°'CONNDR, to investigate and detexuine if there could _ :7[3
souribly be a.conmeection. ‘ E o ' . S

o assist O'CONNOR,CORLEY asked LUKE RESTER,; . e
C s IRicaze NBC oemployee who formerly worked in New Yoo S
o Cicty 42 HESWER had zuy contacts in, New Yorik wio conlc I
' Leoi on Now York antomobile registraticn 3110R¥F, iZnoasauch S
— e weciziratioan plate had some cennection witl LIE

s O3WALD & she resassination. HESTER lator iniocrmed
, uf teat the FBI Im New York had placed a "freezc" on any .
R < arernation concersing this registration., DBy ufegezo" CORLIY
smlsined he meant ~hat no information couid be given out
. .rulog thiz registration Lecaus¢ the FRL had requasted

ok canthorities to keep the information confidential.
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v$Y personally knows of no connection bogween
! T A ’ sméntioned arrest in Chicago and the assassinatloa
i of thePresideat. He is still interested in this matter

§o pasmuch as tihe FBI in New York has put a "frceze” on L
L he license plate fnformation. ' : I
DR , CORLEchnCIuded'by'stating‘thaﬁ'if he received R
{ ..° .+ any additional iniormation in this matter, he would immediatoly - :
S IP contact the FBY in Chicago and would cooperate with tho RS
,-’v:. '~ T3I in any way possible. . i ‘ R ...
;;.fﬁﬂ. T " He ias:uﬁhble_to suppl?'addi;ional information. = 1;;}.‘;
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