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¥hile neitber of ur nes the time for Skolnick-like Jdigres:ions, tuose
few of us working seriously in the field in witich I em end 811 the neople who csn
benefit from tha esteblishment of truth (which here ie no intellectusl concept
elone but involves the integrity of society snd ite very nature) sre in ynur
debt for slerting me a8 you 414 early tue morning of th: 2lst, Without 14 I doubt
1'4d heve becn s ewers gs I was when s pulled his ¥FL ploy =2nd filed thet feke
suit., Aside from the demege to me, there wes and remeins the grestest potentisl
for tane moet serioliz herm in thsat entirely erurious action. Becsuse of the time be
Les svent in legel research, tne provokes wonder, dieturts me deeply, for, white
¢ get “ne impression of & grecst epo, I 6o net get nor Beve + reason to balieve he is
this thoroushgoingly incompetent.

However, for tie m nt, let ue forgst motive,
Wehst ie the simple fact?

His i3 no suit et sll. de hedn't ever esked the 'rchives for snything.
The firet thing I d4id after lesrning of the sit wes establish tais. re is totally
unk own there, has never written them = letter sbout snything.. How, then, cen he
eharge su-presrisn, in asny wey, including in court? Over end above thig, the lew
is cleer cn certain pcinte, vegue on cithers. ¥ith the Archives tie regulstions ere
apecific. They sre also si—pls. The lew recuires esch of tuese sleps te tsiken as
2 vrecondition of suit, Anybody cen file any X¥ind of sult for pesyment of tke proper
fee, but successful, serious litigetion slso requires the meeting of these legsl
prerequieites. He hedm't, hed mede no effnort to end, ss 1 leerned y eteriay, wes
entirely unsswrsre of tuem. So mueh for his research and rerbeps & heve sddresasd
’nf}tiveo

I started .sying tie foundation 1or suits in 1968. hed 1 been sble to
zet & lawyer, I'd probetly heve filed many ol tuem. But I so~n lesrned toe mere
#iling of tue sult is not the tuing, it 12 echieving the purpose of tuc suit. 1 have,
without suit, where I mey not bave wiin sult. 4nd, once I got & lawyer, * tecame
even more csreful. I sm in s position to file a number of suite butl Lsven't end am,
instend, vroceeding administretively, bediously. There sre some 1 went to file, for
toere is no other way in cerisin sress, But in these cases it is abeolutely sasentisl
to ~roceed in certain supercsutious ways, to svoid the Skolnick syndrome, which
iz fete). 1 spent encugh time to write s book tryimg to selvage the incrmnetent
guit filed by sn exrvert pethologist whose lewyer was » judgs. Fortunamtely, it
sttrected no st tention st ell and we heve not te-n burt, and they are now starting
from scretch sgein. “niscis en énswitsble consequence when the likigent regerds him-
s8lf sg “asaish in this field, when his ego dominates. Ky resson for thst grest and
westeful lsbor ie tue ssme se my worry with Skelnick. Can you imagine the consegquen-
ces of the greet publicity e government victory in any such cese? Csn you realize
the ef ect on the willingness of ordinary peopls o %tue media to credit snything
we'd theresfter say? ¥he Garrison, with no preperstion st ell ed less then tue
moet serious purposes did the seme thing in Jenusry 1969, I psd %o reslly work, 1
wohte 8 bork in txo Weeks snd won the suit for him. (I cen't get tustzihex hot:iest
bork yet, printed).

Sp, Skolnick presented nroblems other tasn in the domage he did me.

I teke tuis time not only beceuse it is your due but beesuase there ere
weys in which you cen yet help and I bove you cmsn fing the tine.

My initisl instinct wes wrong. It wes to fight fire with fire, to



e8xpose S for the self-sesker he is. Fortunat:-ly, circumsiences revented this, It

Wes 11:30 at nickt when < leerned of the suit. And tie next day I hed some things I
sbs~lutely hed to do. “ne wes to consult my lewyer enf the meip tking wes ton hove

an EEG. After going to bed &nd while driving tor¥ashington tihe next dey I nad time

to think 1t through, Meanwhile, 811 I 414 wsg vhone one r:portsr friend in Chicage.

iy finences nreclude rhone cells, but this is ane who could atesrt e reverssl of
chergeso, who * Luve backgrounded for yeers, atc. ie toid me what he new, edding

thet when S learned he we: my friend, 8 trsded henvily on my neame but by inference .
only. He slso zave me an idea of the sttention this suit anid 1%s publicity wes gottinf’
on the sll-news radio stations. Considersble.

Yente:day morning, =fter Tesding of the Metromedis imvolvement, I tried o
tc rescu people 4 knew in Metromedia, %o elert them to whet they bed become invol-
vei in. They were unavellsble, so I decided to try snd esll Ritz, mensger of TFL,
whose idantity + lesr-ea frem trade sources. He weg not in and I gnt ~Bgan, news
director, who ssems 1ike decent guy. I leid §t out streightforverdly to him,
¥hen I was atle to tell him in part exectly what wes attsched to tie suit I hed never
seen he understood * knew whet I was $olking about. lie hed Pehn, the rerorter who
worked with §., phone me bnek leter, I think we have esteblished g besis of trust

and # am sstisfied they sre concerned ena understand the desnger of whet thsy have
become involved im- erd do not Fent 1t, We'll heve to welt sng see whet ewntuntes,
Put I told them tuasy wers wele-me te come here or =end enyone tiey trust snd see
whet L unve, I went farthur ang esked tuem %o sand se ctates of the documents S
filed, pre.icting we'd fing toue some Xeroxing cusracteristics in then toey'd find

in my originels, for i kuow Skolnick aidn't ask tae Arebives for znything, i know
be got whet & haog from my friend runzo on his word he ¥68 going to warry the
investigetion forward lnot do wuet ne daid @), nd I think it unlikely ke hsé enypne
else write the Archives for him to dup,icate my work, which is easy enough., Put thie
is tus kind of ego thet overlocks such simple niceties.

In eny event, I hsa evoided ell those thaings + could bhave dona with -edia
friends, svoided ell the reporters I kmow, otc., md 244 just this, I 2lso ~rote
vitz esrl yeeterday s.m, wrote Lucht a brief let-er, wrote the Prosident of
Columbis ollege, S. heving involved them 4n hie plegieriam, etec, And, after I phoned
Began,, he erperently phoned S, § im-ecietely mscumed I wae rhoning evervone ih-the
world, especislly all ofrtte Chicago pres, snd he snid ee much, 4 let him telk for
a8 =il 'e, eaying nothing,

Here I flmsh heck tc something I learned se & ¥ory young men. Wien I wes in
035, my firet Bob wae a belsted defnse of four very breve wen whe hed volunteered
for 8 certein-death sssignment and ted been Irrmed by the MPs after s eimple trawl,
They uec lost through &11 tune chennels of wilitery jJuetice end £1l of Deneven's tig
legal braine awd feiled, In leesz then eix vecks, without lesving the office, I got )
€ll of this reversed. To do this 4 drew upon eerlier e:nerience investigatine cartels’
Ihe secret wes and th enswer waes in semsntics. Sinee then L have be:sn more than
ususlly slert te thias device. Skdnick is one of 1ts vractitioners, to me sn
smeteur ani e renk, telegrephing emateur st 1t, Yhen he vhoned I switched tie tepe
on ard some day you csn here it. de begen with the chenpakete onilegation I B¢ secus-
sed him of slendering ™€, 8 rether trenspertent effort to provoke s resction ke didn't
get, then g ibly claimed, Treneating the werd meny times, thet he ha’ never seen my
"mrauseriptt, until, when he hed eliminsted 8ny yoseibility of my teins wrong in my
oW mind I tlew ur et him er? told nim unlese he stovved Tlaying such childish games
with me there wes no rurpoege in the conversetion, I will not try end give vyou 8ll of

vretended not to Jmaw Truﬂza, the man from whom he gé4 thie materiel, pretended the
phone cells of whcu Trunzo bed informed me, before ané efter tuie ego=-trip, did not
axist, snd sther even shebbier toings, He tuern sssured me be wesn't med at me! Why,

Be ssked, wag I disturbed. I to0ld nim to be under no miaapprehonaion, tust I was .



certainly med st bim, Yhy? "Beccuss ¥ou are e crook*. I celled him e eroock

rerheps s dozen times. ie never once dis; ;eyed sny resentment, wiich to me is e clear
8ign. 4nd he never sbandones tie evasion, newer once spoke directly, end inverisbly
tried to swith (he is glib et 1t) to soretaing else whenever I nsilec him, On

Baversal poinrte I took the time to insist and Lhe tried to talk over me esch time.

In 8ll of thie he mede no effort to show re this wes his own work and,
in fect, he failedw even to cluim it.

He aleo cleimec I wea calling all the medie snd defening him, so 4 dared
hin tc sue me., I tecld bim is is e crook end he end 1 both knew I'd proeve it., So he
dropred thet pretty ayickly., + slso leid out how be'd dsmege #11 of us, ©nd he wes
t-t8lly silent when ! smiewes uim his isgsl incompetence. I went further and told him
some cof the fsct he didn't know sna I wlinik se wust hsve be-n embarrussed t2 know
thst tue source of tue federsl etu”? e Lad stolen is rrecisely tbe source he is
accusing of suppressing preciseiy tust. ais reaponse was to sugzeat 1 was an sgent
of tie povernment end could erpear as 8 witnese for them. Yhet en egocentrie ekunk?
Lverybody is en sgont but him, :

1 uor't know why he culled me. I suspect he felt h: could con me. Fere
hape my cell to degen forced his hznd. Anywaya, I tkink by now he 1a sntiraly
¥ithout the support he hed end Le will be unier presrure to withlrew the mudt,

WCFL mode me offers tn reelly go sfter him, to expome the whole thing, sna I

declined them. Plesss treat this ss contidentiel. 1 heve no interest in hurting

that resesl. ily intent to is reduce the domage Le hes done to tie minimum snd
climinste the rturther poseibilities for greater desmage thrt still exist. It ia not

to hurt him, richly es be hss esrned it, You know, with me deep in debt, that

b atard hsd the gell to complain thet while Le im @ poor men I sm rich on the hawvewmt
of my words snd my resentment 1s tuset he hes moxkizxs reduced my cusnce for profit!

Besides, sizply going efter bim would not sceonplish constructive purnoses,
et leest not et this point,

It is my munch they will underteke 8 rather aifficult chore, trying to
persueds him, =e culetly as pogelble, ot withdrew his suit., If I f21% 1 could be
pert of this, s I em inclined to think I 8lioult pot be bLecsuse of my personsl
imvolvement, 1 taink I could sugrest » simple formulstion tust would <o it, but
“8e @go will heve to be subdued besore he'll cousider it. I heve nown n-her nmen of
goocd minds &nd unfortunately deforemed bodies whe slso develer taie king of ego. It
doubles the tragedy of the deformity.

This, pretty much, 1s where 41 re<tas now. Ipy will soon be dewning end I
rme+t get to nther things, However, acide from this eerving ss & memc for ma, I hope
1t slsn indlestes to vou the delicecy of tue situstion, the hszard stilly presented
to what I regsrd e & minimum netuonsl need eni tae ways in wiaiech, if you can find a
the time, vou cen still iielp. 1 nesd tnose things 4 asked oTf you. Perhaeps you can
find tue entire VWRSY tepe. 1f not, I'd certeluly a preciste tae part you made.wWCGL is
sendin: me tueirs ard 1 taink e ¢opy o the suil witk sttechments. 1 elso need any
press availsble, es scisliy int:rviews ani dairect quotes. Apd there remsin unarticulate

guestions to be znswered, Thaniks for woat you Lev: done Bn: for enything you
m§y yet do. Sorry sbout the typose. 4“ope you can dope them out without grest
vaste of tine,
Sincerely,



