4/8/70, 2 p.m.

Skolnic'c whoned staut 1 or 2 few minutes lster, @s I was teginning lunch. The
vonvarsation ended about 1:15. He tegan smoothly =nd I let nim tslk. ue wanted %o
¥now what was botasring me, etc., 2nd efter a wille + just called nim s crooX. ne
was 2ntirsly witoout indignstion. He was snd remsined evasive, playinz on words,
with tue most trsnsparent amsteurisbness, ss in protesting ais hizh regard for my
work, having nréised it on tue sir 9as taougd tois had meaning), =nd tasn ssying

he had not ever read any of my "menuseripts”. *e xept referring to "manusecript”,
whicn is tue most obvious evasion, end & conscious reflection of ais awsreness

bf my knowledge, I'd tske it. Russ did not give aim tae manuscript, Jjst the
documents. e slways switched wnen it got uncomfortable, as 14 soon 317 when I stert-
ed zoing sft:r nim. He first pretended, for exsmple, he did kot mow Gzll, then that
he didn'% Ynow Trunzo (he never admitted he did), pretended, without so sasying, tiat
he nad gotten £ student to get tue documents from the Archives, tried putting

2ll kinds of words in my mouth, thoughts in my mind. I reveatedly told him tc stop
plsying semes, tuat + nad no interest in sny such conversetion. 1 pointed out some,
but he wes urcasnging. What else could be do? Then he saw he wes getting nowhere

he accused me of teing mercensry, of enger because his independent, asllegedly,
discovery of what + Lad written would cost me 2 large emount of money I sllegedly
visuslized, whereas he is a por men, crippled, tous denied access to tas Arcibives

( a fiction I socn punctured, witbout response frowm him, when I pointed out ne

could write letters). It didn't take long for me to get mede, especislly when he
ceid he wesn't mad at me! I told bim to be under n» misspprehension, taat is the way
I feel stout nim. ze asked woy and I told him becsuse he stole from me, because he
is @ crook. I repested this word several times and ke never once reacted, rather

sn odd lsck of resction in en honest man (nis claim) so wrongly accused. fe cleimed
never to asve ssid he hed an appointment to se: me, evaded when I quoted Gsll snd Bud
{he gave tois a different interpretastion then I recsll Bud's), still pretended ke
didn't Xgow ~r hed any deelings with Russ, evaded when I was specific about his
comversation with Ruse snd that he was sunansed to call me the next night, ete. He
versisted in shifting the subject here end I persisted in not sllowing it, challeng-
ing him to deny it, which he didn't, merely, blithely, going on tn scmething else.
This man has considerable experience ir dishonesty or wes tern with an ast~unding
ca-acity for evesiveness and glib subject-changing. e made allegations that I had
ralled the news mesia \the infersnce if not the words teing 8ll of them), reverse,
to ms%e chsrzes sgasinst him, 2nd asked me wag * nadn't pwoned oim reverss. I told
aim I felt I ned no eall tc anu pointed out ais long silence since 1 wes in touca
wita YRSV, Se left tals fsst, very fest. 4t first No more time, At tois point

Stusrt Pebn of WCFL ce.led, teved, =znd I now aeve o lesve. Fshn end I went over
wast HSegen snd I n=d and more. Se seemed ressonable end et tas end 1 suggzested we
should both taink it over, taet waat could te done to prevent furthsr sucid lrrespon=
sibilities soould be done or st least tried, snd tuet his menagement-legsl people
sncild elso consider woat tuey think they cen do. When he kept askinz whet would help
I finelly seid meiinz it poseible for me to print the book snd the mnst graceful
possible withdrawal of the suit, without sensatioral rubldcity, wbich would only
burt more if not svoided.



