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KEVIN-SROLNICK INTERVIEW AT [V KH&
REOLd NEWS
oS ANGQE LES

KEVIN: This will be an interview with Wr, Cherman

TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 1970

skolnigz of Chicago, a.Court critic and Leqal PResearcher.

Mr. Sk?lnick, exacktly cne waek aco the suit you
filed in Fedérai Court in Chicago reclly too& the nationgby
storm‘aqd X wonder if you could tell us where vou are one
week later? | |

SKOLNICE: W%ell, it seems that the suit &id one thing for
those that have researched very 1oﬁg_in'this field., It has.

revived a lot of what they call the Xennely Buff. Sort of

put the oxygen to them because thev've long contended that

o,

there was a conspiracy and ve went into fregh ground and,

through docunents, showed there was inde2d a conapiracy in

KEZVIN: Those of us, Mr, Skolniclk, that have tried to .

keep track of all the events and détails ever since the

assassination can recall that there allegadly were three plots;

one of which started in Florida, and theg the site of the.
assassination was allegedly changed to Chlcago, and from
there to Dallas where, of course, it was sueccassful. Is that
the general gecgrarhywthat vou €follow?

SKOLMICK: Well, not quite. It seems, freom ouxr ntandn‘
point, that everything séarted in Chicarn,. And, of course,
we're cleser tc it in that vao here are vorking on 2l the

Kennedy engles frem Chicago. Ey vo, I¥m talkine about nyself
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as a part-time instructor at a college here and my students

"and people that we associate with,

REVIN: Now, your research, Mr, Skolnick, has inaicated

_that there were how many 3583351ns?

SKOLNICK: Four, possibly flve. There was a person known

as Lee Harvey Oswalu; there was a Bradley, alias nraden,,_f:here
was a man named Gcnzalaz; and a person that could be mistaken
for Oswald bv the nane of Thomas Arthur Vallee who drove a

car with New York Dlates linked or recistered to the ‘name of
Lee Harvey stald. »

KEVIN: As you know, here in the Los Angeles area, a man

who was sought by District Attorney Jim Garrison was named

Edgarx Edgéne Bradley. Now, you gave the Bradley name with an

alias of EBraden, Could it be Bradley oriis this an area of

confusion?

" SKOLNICK: Well, it's one or the other of these people

who not only have similar names but, shall we say, have some '

similarity in appearance too.

C KEVIN: I gather that in your reseafch, Mr.FSkblnick;
you have seen the pictﬁres that Jim Garrison first showed
and ;.qnderstand wers available also prior to that. The

pictures of people who appear to be handcuffed and led off by

officers in and around the Dallas Texas Schoolbook Depositor&

Build@ing within 15 minutes or so of the assassination itself.

Now, do anv of the men depicted in those pictures purport to

be some of the people that you have nafied?

R AEPR 2 e oo



" o

o AR i BN Ll 50

10

11
12
13

14

15

16

A7

18

19

20

21

22

- 23

24

25

26

SROLNICK: Well, I'd rather not answer thét. That goes
beyond the scope of what we filed in court and that is some-=
thing I'd rather not corment on.

KEVIN: What has happeneo to vou ever since you filed
the brief one week ago? Bas your life gone topsy-turvy oOr
what? | B | . -

SKOLNICK: We have received calls from all over, And '
we'?e gotten a great deal of correspondence.’ It seems that

every kenneuv Buff in the country wanted to search us out and

tell us about their private theory which now has new life in

it, supposedly. Or, a lot of them express sheek in talking ==

ca’lina ne =- that thev had completely overlookeJ any Chicago
angle, Many of them have been laboring very hard over well-
trod around. In other words, they keep going over ~and over

the Warren Renort as cowoared to the 26 Volumes of Evidence

- and they Keep tryina to knit—pick th;t to ceath ovér the last

seven years. - A
KEVIN:. Thosé.éf us tﬁat have been following the Gar?isdn
invesﬁigation right up to the time that Clay Shaw went into
court had some inference that Chicaco was involved in some
way, shhpe, or form with the assassination itself. Now, yéﬁ
séid a few minutes ago that, as far as you were'concernea,
the plot began in Chicago. 1Is that correct? |
ShOLNICK:f I would say that's pretty close to it. We've
got one document we put in the court record which is ~- will

:aise a few eyebrows, It shows a collict vhone call from the

2
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| Dallas jail, made by Lee Harvey oOswald (or the.person going
under that name), the day after the assassination, November 231
He made the call to a John David Hurt who has a background of-

being a special agent for the U.S. Military Counter Intelligenc

The reason it's interesting is because Oswald's nother for
seven years has been making statements like. that and very few

in the news media or in the country have paid much attention

~to her.

KEVIN: So, you are saying essentlally then -~ let's gee
if we can recap part of what the suit really is all about --
that there were anywhere from say three to five zssassins or
potential_assassiné.

SKOLNICK: In other words, we're saying that the Warren
Report is void because there are documents in the Archives,

some of which are being arbltrarlly releaSLu in thelr own

good time, which show that there vas a plot in Chicago to

kill Kennedy three weeks before Da;las. he're asking that

the rest of the Chicago plot docunments be released. They.
released some of them, MNow we want the rest of them. |
KEVIN: As I-recall, President Kenncdy was to attend
the - I believe it wés the Army-liavy football garne --—
| SKOLNICK: Ailr Force football game, right.’

KEVIN: == Alr Force football game. pidn't -- wasn't

that trip put off allegedly duc to a cold by the President?

SKOLNICK: Yes, that's true. Eowever, there are some of

the news media that immediately suspected that that was a

[T
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cover story and that there was something more to it.

‘,KEVIH: I do believe that that was actually a staterment
to that effect was made sometime later on that they had lied '
and told a tiny lie or a white lie as they called it.

SKOLNICK: WQll,'the point is this, The plot in Chicago
waé, in part, ab;rted by the activities of,aibanigl érot@-who,
shall we say, 1s known as a.ﬁoliceman. He 1is the one that had

.somethiAg to do with the Black fanther raid last Decerber 4th"
resulting in the déath of Fred Bampton and Mark Clark; And
that'’s a distﬁrbing link_there to find his name linked into_
this, and we enteredba docunent into the court record that
shows the linlk.: _

KEVIN: woﬁld'that link then allege that Daniel Groth
might have besen in, or a part of, this téam? A |

" SKOLNICK: Let's put it this vay. His activities aborted
the plot ﬁo.the benefit of the assassins.

KEVIN: Do you”ﬁnow where Mr. Groth is now? .

SROLNICK: Oh, he'suwiih the Chicago Police Departmeht,'
allegedly. RE . ‘

KEVIN: Rave you.attempted to get ahold of him?

SYWOLNICX: He's been intarviewed by various pooprle in
Chicago who héve published stories recently about him. He
claims that he dbesn'£ krnow, for exaumple, how in this one
policé report, right uﬁder Thomas Arthur Valiee's nams, in
the alias column, is simply M~1 xifle which Qe contend is

possibly a password, and Grotih zave he*doesn't remenber how
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that got in thére. Purther than that, he =-- we contend in our
Complaint that he used to hang around the Secret Service office
You know, like he owned thé place., And he says he doesn't
even‘know waere ﬁhe Secret Service office is in Chicago.
'KEViN: Mr. skolnick, at thé tise that Clay Shaw was
cleared of the charges Jim Garrison ‘had made against him in
New Orlaans, Garrlson apparently was hot and heavy on the trail
of something in and around Chicago. 'So, I would ask you, did
you have any kind 6f knoﬁledge of what you're currently doing
provided to you by Mr. Garrison or anybody from his office?

SKOLNICK: No. | |

KEVIN: So thlq is strictly an independent effort?

‘SKOLNICK: Yes. We went over what we thought is completely
fresh‘groﬁhd. Wg'didn't_Qant.to get hung up with’the.othér
Warren Report cfitics who have spent a great deal of time and
laborx knit—picking the Rcoort to death and not ~-- you know,
they just got inyo a dead enu. And we tried to stay out of
that dead end. .

KEVIN: WoulaVYOnﬂséy,linliight of what you have filed in
courf and in lightiof_what~you have‘found ocut so far, that
D.A, Jim Garrisén was on the right trail or not?

SKOLNICK: Well, I could comment about some of the things
I've discovered about his work which I feel were very —-- his’
work was very inadéqgate, 2nd it may well be that his work
was ihadequate because of a loi of his witnesses suddenly, you

know, fell off 2 cliff and died under mysterious circumstances.
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It may be that was the problen. In any case, we are centered

on the Chicago angie, thé'black Secret Service agent that was
fﬁlsly iﬁprisoned to keep him from talking ﬁo the Warreh |
Cormmigssion lives in this aréa, Klein'é‘Sporting Goods that's
mentiéned in the Warren Report ic right here in Chicago}
several of Rubyfs‘relatives are here. So you can see:thét'I 
and the class that I teach -- we have a ldt‘cut out for ﬁé
;ight,hére. A

" KEVIN: I want to.get back to the black Secret Service

agent in a moment, but let me throw this guestion at you first.

"Does your investigation in Chicago show that there was any

;inkage --'linkage.if vou will -- with those in Chicago and
Jack Ruby and/or anyone in-and around tﬁe tlew Orlegns area?

SKOLNICK; Vell, that's a series -- that regquires a
séfies of.énswers that I would prefer not to go into how.
I'd ratner not tip my hand on that,

KEVIN: In other words, we wouliin't be out.of the ball-

park though if people were to assumc that?

-SKOLHICK: ‘No, 'I méan thét's ~- it's a fair aséumption;

KEVIN: Are you going to take action in any other state
other than Chicago?

SKOLNICK: 1In respect tco the Warren Report? ‘

KEVIN: Well,'I'm thinking-in resrect to anvthing. For
exémple, out of Chicago that might be in the jurisdiction of
anothér state like Texas or Louisiana. |

SKOLNICX: I can't foresee that at this point because we
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are claiming that it was a Chicago plot, we are attaching

three documents recently.declassified from the Natlonal

Axchives, ve're attaching other documents‘that are supposedly

what is lockéd up in the Archives. In effect what we have
done,Awe have more or less reolled up to the front éoor of the
Archives by way‘of the Federél Court; ofvccupge,4and séid;:'
"Now look Archives we know what you've got locked up theré;
In-fgct,‘heré's a'saméle of what'you‘ve got locked ué. Kere's
a sample of what ybu havé.released recently, and this all
indicates a good idea 6f what else you've got locked up therg;
Ndw, under the Public Iﬁformation_Law, pleasé give,us‘the rest
of what you've got. That's about the gist of it.

i KEVIU: WaéAclay Shaw involved in any of the digging that
you've done so far? _

SKOLNICK: Not in theVChidago anéies that we knbw.‘

KEVIN? .He could have been involved fhough in =~ in other
ways? _

SKOLNICK: ¥ell, the point is,‘when the'plot in Chicaéb
was aborted they simply -=- thcf moved it froﬁ here to Dallas
and thcfe thoy played their scene all over again.

KEVIN: wés pavid W. Ferrie involved in any way in what
happened in Dgllas?.

SKOL&ICR: Well, there's éné angle in Chicago that he -~
could be thought of tha€ he was involved. 1In Chicago, now,
we're -=- our thing is Chidago based. In other words, we're

working all the Chicago angles. >
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REVIN: Well, at the tipe that Mr., Perrie was still alive
he claimed that Carrison had him nabbed as the "getaway pilot"

and he apparently was Supposed to be in and around the Déllas

area, apparently through Houston in order to ferry out an

assassin or aésassins'by pPlane. Does this theoretically still
seem to hold in tnc investigation you have done so far? _

SKOLNICK: Well, as I say, there 8 a Cnicago angle to
that situation.

REVIN: Do you find any other 11nks to any pefsons whose
names have not surfaced in the investigations of the past
half dozen years?

SKOLNICK: Well, this one person, Thomas-Artﬁur Vallee, .
was not even in the index to the Archives until maybe a year
ago. And then a few months ago;lfor the first time, fhese
docunents cama out showing his name ané mentioning a Vallee
and Oswald in the same doéument. And then we were told that
the release of those three decuments from the Archlves was the’
jiost monumental blunder in the hlstorv of the country. Some~ ;‘
body really goofed.

| .KEVIN: This also gives ice cause to ask You a question
about this,lﬁr. Skolnick. Jim Garrison maintaineq, énd»I

think a lot of the critics maintain, that by this time, were

‘there any kind of a plet that really existed to kill the

- President, that whatever ias in the Prchives would certainly

have been subverted to a point vhere it woulan t be recog-

nizable any niore and certalnly of no -« you know, general
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public interest. Do you think then that this was just that --

‘moved on to Dallas whén President Kennedy didn't attend that

ané oversight -- as you mentioned? )
SKOLNICK: Well, the point is that only knowledgeable
people would see the relationship to those three documents
and the Chicago plot. There are few, if any, among what they
call the Kennedy\Buffs that thoughg'there was ever a plot‘in‘
Chicago. fhey all were working, you know, ﬁéaly Plaza iﬁz>
pallas, New Orleans, rlorida. In other words, they were work-
ing other angles and they really reached a dead end. And since
we live in Chicago,-it was rather hatural for us to work the
Chicago angles and apparently we've done so with some small

amount of success, .

KEVIN: Can we assume then that the Chicago plotters then

football géme and carried out their deed in Dallas or was it
a different team or an addendum team, if you will?

SKOLNICK: WQIL, one or both. But the point is, it was
similar in that one of them,. like this fellow Vallee, was ihé’
patsy ox the pigeon.  He was going to draw off the heat so . |
that the case, if needed to be aboited, tﬁey could -~ the
others couid»gé free and then he, on one device_or another,
wouid also go free. 2nd, of course, in the case‘of Vallee,_
he did. He went‘free on a five dollar traffic ticket.

| KEVIN: &And Vallee vas the look-alike you say to Oswald?
SKOLNICK: True. ‘

KEVIN: Now, are these men that you've nawed now, CGonzaletf
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Bradley, and Thomas Vallee, are they alive and well and'stili'1
being sought by you? 'Do‘you know where they are? _

SKOLN&CK: Well, the point is that that is the name they
go unaer. Oswald == ﬁhere's some six Oswalds in my opinion.
Viexre. And someone did a very féntastically good plastic
surgery job, by the way. _ .

.'KEVINx In other words, this would follow then the Pépﬁin
theoxy ffom>San.Diego, Is that correct? Adbout the multipl@-
city of Oswalds. 4 ._

SXOLNICK: i've read his book but.the peint is, all those
theories are basedzon knit-piéking the Harrenlﬁeport rather .
than éoiug bVe:'ﬁewAground,-and I did not want to get into
that -- what I call a quagmire, because it is quite a quagnire.
You get begged down in thosenzsbvoluncs of varipus,.you knoy,
different ideas and yduvscmetimes cdon't ccrme out. There are
sore §f the Warren Répért critics, after seven years, are
still boggéd down there, | |

KEVIN: Well, itfé kbeen a week'néw gince you've filed’;
your suit, Obviously;/the governient has not responded ory
at least, any further legal stepé haven't come about yet. 1s
that correct? N |

SKOLNICK: W#ell, only paxtly so because they tried during
the week to send back to prison the black Secret Secrvice agent
that we said was_falsly impriconed to set him up about this.
Abraham Bolden. .Thére wvas a great hullebaloo about that

Tuesday and.thankfully he's not in jail. I rean, they wanted
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to revoke his probation for suoposedly having talked to me.

I mean, that's their presunption.

. KEVIN: ’ell, 2braham Bolden, {f I recall correctly, had‘
clainea fo Attornev Mark Lane that he had proof positive that
at least one Secret ‘Service Man was actuallv irvolved in what
was goinc on wit£ réga*ds to the death of Dresident Keﬁnedy,
cqrrect? ' -

‘ SKOiNiCK: .When we knoﬁ fhe circumsﬁances of wﬁat happened
to that other Secrét Service agent, ahd,what happened'to Bolden
himself was that he was secnt to prison oﬁ the charge of seeking
to sell cartain:Secret Sexvice records to ; counterfeiter and

that counterfeiter was the only major witness against Bolden.

Anc after Bolden was convicted and sentenced, that counter-

. feiter, in another cas=, confessed perjury.  And the most

mdnsterous’injuqtice took place. The Federal Judge involv¢d
here saia that conferssion of perjury was not relevant. I find
that just herendous but there it is.

KEVIN: Well,’is;Mr. #olden in hidiﬁq»now in Chicago?'

SKOLNICK: We;l,’ﬁis -- Rolden's edaress and all that are
unlisted, that's true, but he's lived in the same place a long
time. 4‘ . |
. ;KEVIN::AYoﬁ know, with the information that he apparently
possesses, Iiwonder why thé Tederal avthorities would have
reieased hinm at all.

SKOLNICK: Well, that's a good question. FEe served

35 months. They let him out on a prohation period vhich he

e
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has about two and a half years to go yet, and they tried to
revoke that -- at least it seemed like they tried to last
week. -

{Telephone disconnected.)
KEVIN: Hello. Hello. Keep it roliing while I get
the operator back. |
(Revin dialing.)
OPERATOR: . Cperator.
KEVIN: Yes,'I was on LD to Chicago and disconnected,
Operator,
| CPERATOR: I'm terribly sorry. ¥hat nunber were you
connected wiﬁh?
KEVIN: (312) 375-5741.
OPEFATOR: Ané was that station to stationé‘
KEVIN: That was on a péréon tolperson éall.

OPERATOR: To whor, please?

KEVIN: Mr. Skolnick, S-k-o=l-n-i-c-k. Calling number,'

is 462-8744.

OPERATOR: Okay. And that was billed to the number
you're calling froi?

EKEVIN: Correct, ycs.

OPERATOR: All right. Thank you. I'll see if T can

get hin back for you.

KEVIN: Thank you.

OPERATOR: There will be an adjustment made.

-

KEVIN: Thank you.
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~ (Phone ringing.)

JSKOLNICK:' Hello —-

OPERATOR: Mr. Skolnick?

SKOLNICR: == we‘gof cut off soﬁehow;

KEVIN: Yeah, we.got.cut_off somehow.

OPSFATOR: Okay. €Co ahead. .

. KEVIN: Thank you.
| Okay, I'm sorry. Listen, let me'just pick up
again so we can tie this interview together and wrap it
up, okay?

SKOLMNICK: All right.

KEVIN: Mény of us, Mr, Skelnick, have wondered whyv
the government released Jr, Bolden in the first place,
would hez have had this information that he purports to have.

SKOLNICK: Well, as we sfate in the Complaint, he has
the inforwation in a S0-pace handwritten statement locked
avey in case something happenéito him.' | |

KEVIN: And you are apprised of what is in that

statement I trust?

SKOLNICK: Well, I would answer that indirectly by
stating that I'm aware of the fact that he whp steals State
secrets can be sent 10 years to prison, So, I've got.to
be careful on answering such a question. | ‘

KEVIN: Well, now that you are on this -- what I trust
will prove to be a new phase of the investigcation which may

~

open up many areas of the 2Archives which heretofore have
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not been opened up == I trust you 're goin 9_to keep on this
thing ahdl historically, from other investigations you've
done in and around Chicago, you're not the kind of gu?»that'
gives up. |

SKOLNICK:. That's trﬁe.. mhere is a news magazine that>
has just gone to press with a quote from somebody in the
Archives claiming that they don't have any conspiracies
locked up. gup oseﬂ1y, the peovle that run the Archives
are not supooscd to know vhat's locked@ up in there. So, I
don't know, wonder of v wonders, there's all kinds of infor-
mation that's juméing looze as a result of our suit.

KEVIN: Have youn kheerd anything from ahybody at allv
connected with -- for example, Senator Ted Kennedy Or any
of the late fLic is of *he Presi ent"t

'SKOLNICK: Well, T can answer that by sayinﬁ ve've had
a great nuaber of comrunications from interested partics,
,and.I'd rather‘not'identify who~all_they are.’

KEVIN: Well, of those that -- you know -- mightvhéve_
been close to the former President, Robert Kennedy or.tb
Ted Konnedy, vould you say that the intercst is one of,

"why don't you leave it alore" cr "what more have you got"?

OROLNICKS well, I had the feeling that the Kennedys

| knew everything. 2nd, that because they might have thought

that there was a possibility of government complicity in
the thing -- that is that there was one cecret Service

agent believed to have plarned the assassination and
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scmehow or another another Secret Service agent that knew a

little bit about this was instead sent to jail on a false
rap -- I think that particular family, from what all that I

can understand, takes the position that nothing in our time

could be done about it 2nd it was just as well they have it

locked up for 75 years on a sort of a patriotic hangup. I
know a week before we filed our Complaint, some person that
heérd about our work that hsd also been assistino us, tried

to give us the patriotic hangup, you know, "don't -- don't

. smash up the country." But I think it's important to this

. country that the information -- the truth of this core

out -- wherever the‘chibs may fall. BAnd as it seems there

was a conspirgcy and therefore the Warren Report is void

and therefore.fhe quicker we cet at that énd cget that

reventilated in the p&blic the ketter for the country. I

think the people. of this‘country are smart enouch to digest

that withsufméééting all choked up. .
KEVIN: -Thank you very muéh Sherman Skolnick,
SEOLNICK: Thank you. |

KEVIN: Sherman, hold on; hold on just a second.

 Nope. OXay.
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