Wre Larry Wsintraub
Chicegs Sun~Times
Chicsgo, I11.

Tear lir. ¥eintrsub,

ILd DelMsr, dasply concerned atout tae probeble ccuntarproductivity of the
Skolnick WRSY brosdcast on WERY 3/20, Thoned me about 2 a.m. tha following merning
to tell me aboub 1t, 3ines tuen i've been 2 ont = eS7Y o7 yrir story of tas £lst,

i oave no doubt your raparting i accursta,

Nrdinari.y, with sll 1 aevs %0 dc for which there 49 2o time in 2z 10w8¢
hour dey, I'd pay no atienti-n o tals rotten thing Skslniek hsz deas, iowever, wy
ioag, pd aful sni costly ysars of working in tie fisld of e peliticel assussina-
tion: Reve convinced me tust the ego-~trisvars, the cheap, self-sealing senastion-
allstg, tae litecary Manifingers teve bstone = garious lmpéfiment 45 too ultlacte
ecceptance of iruth, espucislly Leesuze of tha adverse ef’ect tuey unve an an
alresdy unfriendly Prasg.

Bright and early sue corning after tols brosdesst, waich cen heve the
moet aerious conmseguencos on ongoinz work of wiich Skoindck cruld have hnd no
xnowledge, I wrnte the stotien. Therw hos been time for respense ené tlors Leg
teen none, 'mnt fram tlLa gtetien, mot Irem Skolniek, Thus I Irow ouly vhat Ed
erd one otkey run rencried to me. Fyom whst thay seld there was nothing in the
breadeast that dees not come from one of tie bo ks - ueve writien onc cconot now
get prirted, Rether $hen {your werds) "his scousetions xEHixy were he result of
regearch done by bis clsass at Cclumbis Coliege™, tuey are 10G% unoriginel.

Ed Delar, wic knowe of me snd uy vwerk from o publisking executive wuo'd
dike to see this work in rrint but caunot efrectuste {t, had told Skolnick about me
end bed $0ld me Skolnick would Se in touch witl ms beceuse oI work his cless wag
doing on the assacsinstiong. Kd alsmo tells me when e leernss -ast Skolaick wes
about to tull 3s tried to tslir hin out ~f 164 E.J,A bright, rns of Skelalex's
groun, slse reports trying, without sucress, te dissusde Skolnlek.

Some time befors the bromdeast I hasd a phons csall from a friend who
bes @ copy of the limited editisn of tide Booe { 1t is copyrighted). e told me
Slolnick mes te phone ma tast night. That 2ad succeeding nights I wsited up, dut
there vas no call. Now tols frierd iz a former reporter, no longer living ia Cbicego,
who 414 = 1i%tle of the lesal chacking for me, I order s ~ely ala wizh shat, I
bedw given him coptes of i~ gu - rragsed eviderce I Led obtaimnd, copies of verious
FEI "reports”, whisa sre herdly that »f all, It Lle froz %osse taed Skolnick seems
to have quoted, them ans the interpretation I rut on tuism. Thie i3 contrary to waat
tbe rerorts pretend to asy, ‘his, for axomple, Lz ths source of tas How Zor: license
mumber tit. It 13 begwesh to szy that llcense wes fssued %o Lee i87vaey Ts%ald, Even
thaoee covtemmorsnsoun newspaper accounts are fror ay wirk,



~ Zwgen 17 thie Iriend geve Skolnick "perm ssion“ to use my work,
“kolnich wsurely kpew he could not snd sny such permi ssion hed no meening.
-

= dcubt ths friend did tais. Skolnick 1s the expert or the law, theumen W0 geeks
to rastor: integrity to socliety, ks ne not?

A11 of tuis 1s demaging to me sud woat I seeik. it presents & clesr and
present dunger to BDolden (8nd tuis slso 1s in ihet book, in some datail), 14 1a
because of tuia nezard to oim thet I leve mede ne recent allort to contmct Bolien,
dsspite encoursgenent firom uis friends in the recent pest. Thother his atory is
true cr fulse ia unrelsted tn the poselibility of jeoperdy. Need & wdd taat cuch
pudlleity is not eslculated to encouliage Epldan to disclose wuat he might not heve?
It =111, #itucut doubl, close a Juat-opened door, a new sres from which new infore
metion might hgve besn obtained., And it ia bherdly dosigned to incresse the possi-
bility of getting sy bonk printed.

¥hen I have been working on this for close to Tour yeara ani asve been
caraful to avoid eny mentlon of 1t in eny wey, can you isagine how I feel when
this chesp publicity seeker first setsls it ang then says 1t 1s Bls own work?

*hen Alright, who isd spoxen %o we by phode, juoaticnsd Skolmick about
tuls, sccording to %ue leiter I got from aAlbright vestardsy Skolnick ssid it was
not my materisl an he did not met it froa me. “here Le gob it is catirely iman-
teriel. There is 11:71ls doubt h= got 3t from my friend, tus conditiona only bteing
unknown. and taers iz absolutely no dnubt tais 1s my meterial, asiosted o by
tae copyrighit. liow 1% is not possible to eopyright gove ranent documoats, but it
is poasitle to econyrisbt t20 use to which thay are pub, pecvicularly L7, us ia
this caasa, tiat use i ~puosite what the documenis ssem o 237 o

The question 1s not, assentdally, one of wiolation of copyrizht, for I
hove no vlans to sua either the silemt station or tic ailent 3kolnick. it is, how-
ever, ove »f intagrity, sspecinlly Solnlck's, Ard thesre is tie constant nroblem
feced by tlose slemente ~f fhe media willine to give tms for centreversizl toplee,
can they be hurt =29 o result? I thinv there {e lit'le doubt Skolnick aes 1lsid this
station wids ecpen +o =uit,

Becauge tbere hes been ne respense to my recusst for & tape of tue show,
I'd opprreciate it if you ecould fine thas tims %o tell me whet alse tula peradigm
of legal znd judieirl purity eired snd any specisl inperpretations he nay have
pleced on sny of 1%, Althourk %this is slreedy sn enormous bock, my investigation
was continuing ond I'd 1iks to know whet might hendicep 1%, 4T notp indeed, render
any furtber werlk futile,

By %tie wey, despite what Mr. Clesen-the-Usurta aays, this vas not the only
contemporsneous threat egeinst J¥K in Chicago end at that time. Xt is my interpre-
tation 1% ia the ore that csused csncelletion of the trip, And that seems to have
been at Sscret Service behest, not JFK's ides, as Skolnick conjectures. Nor is this
the threat of which Holden hes talked. :

Sincersaly,

darold Welsberg



