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By Tom Fitzpatrick

Here comes Sherman Skelnick in his red
Pinto station wagon, coming right through the
driving rain on April Fool's Day, to the Fed-
eral Building for vet another of his press con-
ferences.

Sherman looks rumpled. His eyes are red-
rimmed. But he is clean shaven, and there is
a layer of powder on his face so he will be
ready for the television cameras.

It’s noon on a Sunday when anyone with
any sense is indoors. But here on the sidewalk
waiting are the television cameramef, the
newspaper photographers and the.reporters.

This is what I know about the newspaper
business by this time. This is not & news ®p-

ry. It's a stage presentation designed to get

Sherman Skolnick on the 10 8'clock TV néws.

SHERMAN IS GETTING QUT of his car
now with his crutches. Life is not easy §,
e
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Older freshmen’
dgo better in test

_ed, after all. Now he tells a gtory

ARLINGTON, Tex. AC_u: - bﬂ%&nﬁ S‘ .

the results of an experimental n._B_mBoau
program at the University of Texas,

who enter college after the age of n_ﬁ
retier students than thuse ﬂ_ﬂrbﬁ éi__—o
immediately after high school. 4 s

The study was made on'43 st 498 and
older who were accepted withoyt takipg the .
college entrance Scholastic Aptitisdé’ Test.’
They had been out of high school. @.ﬂ!!oﬂ
to 13 vears.

Analysis of the data relating to the stu-
dents’ work indicated they had a lower
dropout rate than the rest of the freshman
clags, grabbed more than their share of
_straight A report cards and_beat the -E_E,m
average. ;
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"“appearance to gain atiention. ;

_Skolnick

him. But he is one hell of a little fighter. Here
comes his driver, David Hoffman. Life is not
easy for Hoffman, either. He lost part of his
left arm and serves as Skolnick’s personal
driver even though he must use a hock for a
left hand.

This is Sherman Skoinick, the legal re-

searcher, who disappeared last Monday with
what his followers in the Citizens Committee
to Clean up the Courts hinted ever so broadly
was a kidnap plot by the FBI.
Here comes Sherman down the sidewalk now.
He has been helped into his wheel chair,
which is now heing pushed by Leland Cole,
one of Skoinick’s top lieutenants,

It was Cole who called the press conference
. last week -and assured -everyone Skolnick
* would nof risk his years of credibility as a
. Jegal researcher to pull & aﬁ.& .E.

So now Skelnick is back. z_n
. Kn?
speed chase that lasted three days over the
back roads of Indiana, Ohio and ' Michigan
and énded up with Skolnick w@@rwﬁ M.az_on_
asylum in Canada.

“ KNOW MY SECURITY is hot worth 2
cents at this time,” Skolnick wmu_n. and ihe

television lights go on,

i-A wndrous change takes place gnee those
rm“zm g0 on. Skolnick does not play a defen-

. give ‘game.: He is all offense. Never sind
__ s__g_ﬂauu the three days hé was .

L eame here to Euwo,.m_a ma_a_o

- | Midway. Airpert crash of last Dec: 8 and the
. Watergate break-in that he was making be-
w -ﬂc-ﬁﬁﬁnw?&aa

But this is not the only charge. There is a
. tusfilade of others, and they come so fast you
can’t follow them all.

After a while, the television crews leave
Sherman has already conducted two TV press
conferences at the same site. This could ¢
the modern record for a nonstory. Bui afie;
all, what else is there to do on a rainy Aj. il
Fool's Day?

NOW SHERMAN 1S WITHOUT cameras.
Will he finally tell what happened the day he

disappeared and the alarm went cut he’d’

been done away with?

T went to a méeting-a few blocks from my
house,” Sherman savs, ‘““Two men were there
in a dark green car. I got in, They didn't
identify themselves, but I know they were
from the FBL

““They told me they wanted my John Mit-
chell file or they would see I was put away
like my investigator Alex Bottos (who is
being tested in an asylum for aciite para-
noia).

“1 got out of the car under the pretext of
going to get the papers. But 1 know that

neighborhood (he lives at 9800 S. Oglesby) .

and my driver and I eluded them.”

mna_&ox goes on Em way. He couldn’t
p phoné call to either his parents or
ates in ‘Chicage tb say he was alive:
Skolnick couldn’t call the police for help be-

gets his press conference

cause his enemy was the FBI. Besides, he
was traveling on back roads all that time and
there were no phones.

SKOLNICK SAYS he and David Helfman
stayed awake for three days without once go-
ing to sleep.

Were you on speed?

“We just kept nudging each other,” Skoln-
ick says.

“We drank a lot of coifee,” Hoffman adds.

The story of the high-speed chases over
back roads eluding FBI cars is colorful. They
make movies out of stories Jike this.

But all the movies about spies and high-
speed chases I've ever seen, not one of them

-endled up with the heroes driving up to a U.S.
Federal Building to hold a press conference.

The red Pinto is still shiny and without a

. _scratch. - Skolnick has had the car nearly

three weeks. And after all that dramatic driv-
ing bver back roads to Canada and back, the
speedometer still shows only 1,379 miles.

‘+he Federal

Building. Skolnick said he fled: toXanada
sfter an encoutar last Monday with-men he

sald wors ©

nducted - a +sidewalk

o+ ressarcher who
2gd, raturned 90 Chi-

sutside
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