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Skolnick gets his press conference 

22 	
D

IK
A

10.S1114-IIM
E

S, M
en, A

p
r. 2, 1973 

2c w
orth

 on
 A

p
ril F

ools 

B
y T

om
 F

itzp
atrick

 

H
ere co

m
es S

h
erm

an
 S

k
o
ln

ick
 in

 h
is red

 
P

into station w
agon, com

ing right through the 
driving rain on A

pril F
ool's D

ay, to the F
ed-

eral B
uilding for yet another of his press con-

ferences. 
S

h
erm

an
 lo

o
k
s ru

m
p
led

. H
is ey

es are red-
rim

m
ed. B

ut he is clean shaven, and there is 
a lay

er o
f p

o
w

d
er o

n
 h

is face so
 h

e w
ill b

e 
ready for the television cam

eras. 

It's n
o

o
n

 o
n

 a S
u

n
d

ay
 w

h
en

 
anyone w

ith 
an

y sen
se is indoors. B

ut here on the sidew
alk 

w
aitin

g
 are th

e telev
isio

n
 

cm
-itera

te*
 th

e 
new

spaper photographers and the4 -ep
ortets. 

T
h

is is w
h

at I 
know

 about the new
spaper 

business by this tim
e. T

h
is is n

ot a M
ilt laa,, 

ry. It's a stage presentA
tion designed to get 

S
herm

an S
kolnick on the 10 o'clock T

V
 new

s. 

S
H

E
R

M
A

N
 IS

 G
E

T
T

IN
G

 O
IJT

 of h
is tar 

n
o
w

 w
ith

 h
is cru

tch
es. L

ife is n
ot easy for 

	i rlSO
IN

111= 

O
ld

er fresh
m

en
 

d
o b

etter in
 test 

bim
. B

ut he is one hell of a little fighter. H
ere 

com
es h

is d
river, D

avid
 H

offm
an

. L
ife is n

ot 
easy for H

offm
an

, eith
er. H

e lost p
art of his 

left arm
 an

d
 serv

es as S
k
o
ln

ick
's p

erso
n
al 

d
riv

er ev
en

 th
o
u
g
h
 h

e m
u
st u

se a h
o
o
k
 fo

r a 
left hand. 

T
h
is is S

h
erm

an
 S

k
o
ln

ick
, th

e leg
al re-

searcher, w
ho disappeared last M

onday w
ith 

w
hat his follow

ers in the C
itizens C

om
m

ittee 
to C

lean up the C
ourts hinted ever so broadly 

w
as a kidnap plot by the F

B
I. 

H
ere com

es S
herm

an dow
n the sidew

alk now
. 

H
e h

as b
een

 h
elp

ed
 in

to
 h

is w
h
eel ch

air, 
w

h
ich

 is n
o

w
 b

ein
g

 p
u

sh
ed

 b
y

 L
elan

d
 C

o
le, 

one of Skolnick's top lieutenants. 
It w

as C
ole w

ho called the press conference 
last 

w
eek 

an
d
 assu

red
 ev

ery
o
n
e S

k
o
ln

ick
 

w
ould n

ol riek
 h

is years O
f cred

ib
ility as a 

_
leg

a
l resea

rch
er to

 p
u

ll 
p 

pftany 
die-

'appearance to gain attention. ; 
 

S
o n

ow
 S

k
oln

ick
 is b

ack
. H

e w
aSvt flilliap

-
ed

, after all. N
ow

 h
e tells a etotyf* a h

igh
-

speed chase that lasted three; days O
ver the 

b
eek.  road

s of In
d

ian
a, O

hio and' M
ichigan 

and en
d

ed
 u

p
 w

ith
 S

k
oln

ick
 seek

in
g p

olitical 
asylum

 in C
anada. 	

• 

"I K
N

O
W

 M
Y

 SE
C

U
R

IT
Y

_ is not w
orth 2 

cen
ts at th

is tim
e,"

 Skolnick 
says, an

d
 ih

r 
television lights go on. 

A
 fieed

rou
s ch

an
ge tak

es P
lace-on

ce th
ose 

ligh
ts go on

. S
k

oln
ick

 d
oes not play'a 

sire gam
e. 'k Ile is 

all offen
se. fib

e*r :M
in

d
 

w
here he w

as th
e three days he w

atrialaringi, 
!:`Sjuiliiick.̀. cam

e 
here 

to M
ake-, the • tattle 

ch
arges ab

p
u

t th
e con

n
ection

 b
etw

een
 i:(- 

M
idw

ay. A
irp

ort crash
 of last D

ec, 8 an
d

 the 
W

atergate, break-in that he w
as m

aking et=
 

A
ire he disaP

peared. 
B

u
t th

is is n
ot th

e on
ly ch

arge. T
h

ere is a 
fu

sillad
e of oth

ers, an
d

 th
ey com

e so fast you 
can't follow

 them
 all. 

A
fter a w

h
ile, th

e television
 crew

s leave. 
Sherm

an has already conducted tw
o T

V
 pros.- 

con
feren

ces at th
e sam

e site. T
h

is could •,ct 
th

e m
od

ern
 record

 for a n
on

story. B
ut aft et 

all, w
h

at else is th
ere to d

o on
 a rain

y .A
; 

F
ool's D

ay? 

N
O

W
 SH

E
R

M
A

N
 IS W

IT
H

O
U

T
 cam

eras. 
W

ill he finally tell w
hat happened the day he 

d
isap

p
eared

 an
d
 th

e alarm
 w

en
t cu

t h
e'd

' 
been done aw

ay w
ith? 

"I w
ent to a m

eeting a few
 blocks from

 m
y 

house," S
herm

an says. "T
w

o m
en w

ere there 
in

 a d
ark

 g
reen

 car. I g
o
t in

. T
h
ey

 d
id

n
't 

id
en

tify
 th

em
selv

es, b
u

t I k
n

o
w

 th
ey

 
w

ere 
from

 the F
B

I. 
"T

h
ey

 to
ld

 m
e th

ey
 w

an
ted

 m
y

 Jo
h

n
 M

it-
chell file or th

ey w
ou

ld
 see I w

as p
u
t aw

ay
 

lik
e m

y
 in

v
estig

ato
r A

lex
 B

o
tto

s (w
h
o
 is 

b
ein

g
 tested

 in
 an

 asy
lu

m
 fo

r actite p
ara-

noia). 
"I g

o
t o

u
t o

f th
e car u

n
d

er th
e p

retex
t of 

g
o
in

g
 to

 g
et th

e p
ap

ers. B
u
t I k

n
o
w

 T
h
at 

n
eig

h
b
o
rh

o
o
d
 (h

e liv
es at 9

8
0
0
 S

. O
g
lesb

y
) 

and m
y driver and I eluded them

." 

S
k

oln
ick

 goes on
 th

is 
w

ay
. H

e 
couldn't 

m
atte a p

h
on

e call to either 
his p

aren
ts or 

associates in
 'C

h
icago to say h

e 
w

as aliv
e: 

Skolnick cou
ld

n
't call th

e p
olice for h

elp
 b

e- 

cau
se h

is en
em

y
 w

as th
e F

B
I. B

esid
es, he 

w
as traveling o

n
 b

ack
 ro

ad
s all th

at tim
e an

d
 

there w
ere no phones. 

S
K

O
L

N
IC

K
 S

A
Y

S
 he and D

avid H
offm

an 
stayed aw

ake for three days w
ithout once go-

ing to sleep. 
W

ere you on speed," 
"W

e ju
st k

ep
t n

u
d
g
in

g
 each

 o
th

er," S
k
o
ln

-
ick says. 

"W
e drank a lot of coffee," H

offm
an adds. 

T
h
e sto

ry
 o

f th
e h

ig
h
-sp

eed
 ch

ases o
v
er 

back roads eluding F
B

I cars is colorful. T
hey 

M
ake m

ovies out of stories like this. 
B

u
t all th

e m
o
v
ies ab

o
u
t sp

ies an
d
 h

ig
h
-

speed chases I've ever seen
, n

ot on
e of th

em
 

ended up w
ith the heroes driving up to a U

.S. 
F

ederal B
uilding to hold a press conference. 

T
he red P

in
to

 is stilt sh
in

y an
d

 w
ith

ou
t a 

-scratch. • Skolnick has had 
th

e
 c

a
r n

e
a
rly

 
three w

eeks. A
n
d
 after all th

at d
ram

atic d
riv

-
ing freer back roads to C

anada an
d

 b
ack

, th
e 

speedom
eter still show

s only 1,379 m
iles. 

A
R

L
IN

G
T

O
N

, T
ex. (U

P
I) --A

elleflO
g

 
 U

r
i
 

th
e resu

lts o
f an

 ex
p

erim
eO

tal 
id

in
lssion

s 
p
ro

g
ram

 at th
e U

n
iv

ersity
 o

f T
exas,2rrio

n
e 

w
h

o en
ter co

lleg
e after th

e ag
e.o

t 	
m

ake 
b

etter stu
d

en
ts th

an
 th

o
se en

tiefieg
rin

n
eg

t. 
im

m
ediately after high school. 

T
he study w

as m
ade on 43 oftiikolititle and 

o
ld

er w
h
o
 w

ere accep
ted

 w
ith

ou
t **log the  . 

co
lleg

e en
tran

ce S
ch

o
lastic 

A
P

titisia; rest. 
1 7  

T
hey had been out of high school A

tom
 seven 

to 13 years. 
A

n
aly

sis o
f th

e d
ata 

relatin
g to th

e stu
-

d
en

ts' w
o
rk

 in
d

ica
ted

 th
ey

 h
a
d

 a
 lo

w
er 

d
rop

ou
t rate th

an
 th

e rest of th
e fresh

m
an

 
cla

ss, g
ra

b
b

ed
 m

o
re th

a
n

 th
eir 

share 
of 

straigh
t A

 rep
ort card

s an
d

 b
eat the failure 

average. 


