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OFHCE OF THE GOVERNOR 

MEMORANDUM 
STATE OS ILLINOIS 

From 	HM 
to 	ED 

3-27-73. 

Howard quite sick - 	yoti called him 
all 12.30 
Meetin7 CE in a little while. Sherman 
at our last meeting, ,hen be endeavored 
to obtain my files told me not to trust 
goverrment agencies,- I cannot pet through 
to hot line news. 

It is my experience that cauAes of Lax sec 
urity are often fatal and almost always 
fatal in cases of 	imnort and impact 
-,ana there is just nr)thing one can do. 

Let's hope it is only a publicity stunt -
but I hardly think so. 

Dave Wolf was k or hone IS) a good young 
fellow - professional rotografer - one arm 
-lived with Skolnick_ 

The wages of lax security are 	 

(35336-10M--9-71) 
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I w
ent out to S

herm
an S

kolnick's hom
e at 9800 S

. O
glesby 

T
uesday hoping to learn som

ething about his m
ysterious dis-

appearance. 
I should have know

n this w
as going to be a m

istake. T
here 

w
as no one hom

e. A
nd the people from

 his investigative staff 
in the organization called "T

he C
itizens' C

on im
ittee to C

lean 
U

p the C
ourts" w

ere already on their w
ay (low

n to the L
oop 

and their press conference in the lobby of the C
ivic C

enter, 
B

ut the drive out south and back gave m
e a chance to think 

about S
herm

an. R
ight in front, I have to adm

it, i have doubts 
ab

o
u
t it all. S

h
erm

an
 h

as p
laced

 h
im

self in
 th

e p
o
sitio

n
 o

f 
being a m

an w
ho has cried w

olf too m
any tim

es. 
A

ll S
h
erm

an
 h

as b
een

 d
raw

in
g
 w

ith
 h

is ch
arg

es in
 th

e last 
year or so have been yaw

ns and suppressed sm
iles. A

lthough I 
th

in
k

 S
h

erm
an

 is irratio
n

al at tim
es, I d

o
n

't th
in

k
s h

e lack
s 

p
ercep

tio
n
. H

e h
as n

o
ticed

 th
at ev

en
 h

is w
ild

est ch
arg

es 
ag

ain
st ju

d
g
es an

d
 9

fficeh
o
ld

ers recen
tly

 h
av

e n
o
t h

eld
 th

e 
pow

er to shack. 
T

his lack, of reaction m
ay have had an escalating effect on 

h
is In

v
estig

atio
n

s. S
o

 at th
e tim

e h
e d

isap
p

eared
 M

o
n

d
ay

 
m

orning, w
e have S

herm
an boasting of having uncovered pos-

sibly 10 plots by leading overnm
ent officials. F

or exam
ple: 

T
H

E
 M

ID
W

A
Y

 P
L

A
N

E
 C

R
A

S
H

 of last D
ec. 8 w

as an act of 
sab

o
tag

e. T
h
e reaso

n
 fo

r it w
as to

 k
ill fo

u
r p

eo
p
le o

n
 th

e 
p
lan

e. T
h
e first tw

o
 w

ere M
rs. E

. H
o
w

ard
 H

u
n
t, w

ife o
f th

e 
C

IA
 m

an
 in

 th
e W

aterg
ate case an

d
 M

ich
elle C

lark
, a C

B
S

 
correspondent w

ho reportedly found M
rs. H

unt w
as com

ing to 
C

hicago to divorce her husband and reveal details of the W
a-

tergate incident. 
T

he second tw
o w

ere em
ployes of the N

orthern N
atural G

as 
C

o. of O
m

aha w
ho reportedly possess inform

ation that form
er 

A
tty. G

en. John N
. M

itchell held stock in the E
l P

aso N
atural 

G
as C

o
. receiv

ed
 after h

e d
ro

p
p

ed
 an

ti-tru
st ch

arg
es ag

ain
st 

the com
pany. 

W
hile S

herm
an w

as busily engaged in his investigations, he crying wolf? 
also had tim

e, one night, to charge onto a television station set 
in his w

heel chair to accuse R
ennie D

avis once again of being 
a m

em
b
er o

f th
e C

IA
. D

u
rin

g
 th

e R
ep

u
b
lican

 co
n
v
en

tio
n
, 

S
herm

an chased A
bbie H

offm
an dow

n the street to accuse him
 

of being a governm
ent spy as w

ell. 
A

S
 a culm

ination to these charges being hurled in all direc-
tio

n
s, S

h
erm

an
, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 h
is asso

ciates, left h
is h

o
m

e at 
8:15 a.m

. M
onday. 

"I'm
 bringing the file on John M

itchell w
ith m

e," S
herm

an 
told L

eland C
ole. 

"If you don't hear from
 m

e by 9 a.m
., call the police." 

S
herm

an has not been heard from
 since. 

T
H

A
T

 L
E

A
V

E
S

 U
S

 w
ith a serious question. D

id som
eone do 

S
herm

an in? O
r did S

herm
an disappear to gain attention for 

his crusades? 
E

dw
in B

lack, a free lance w
riter, claim

s to have had a long 
conversation w

ith both S
kolnick and S

kolnick's top aide, D
avid 

H
offm

an. 
'T

h
ey

 b
o
th

 d
eep

ly
 b

eliev
ed

 th
at th

e tran
sfo

rm
atio

n
 o

f th
e 

U
n
ited

 S
tates in

to
 an

o
th

er N
azi G

erm
an

y
 w

as o
n
ly

 w
eek

s 
aw

ay
," B

lack
 say

s. "T
h

ey
 felt th

at so
m

eth
in

g
 m

u
st b

e d
o

n
e 

about getting publicity for this view
 w

hich no one else seem
ed 

to believe. 
"S

herm
an urged everyone to call their friends in the m

edia, 
to

 w
rite letters, to

 p
ick

et, p
u

t sig
n

s o
n

 th
e O

u
ter D

riv
e . . . 

and to do anything they could to alert the public." 
A

t the press conference, C
ale, w

ho is 23 y
ears o

ld
 an

d
 say

s 
h
e h

as b
een

 h
elp

in
g
 S

k
o
ln

ick
 in

 h
is In

v
estig

atio
n
s fo

r m
o
re 

than 2 years, w
as the only speaker. 

"Y
O

U
 C

A
N

 B
E

L
IE

V
E

 W
H

A
T

 you w
ant," C

ole said, "but do 
y

o
u

 th
in

k
 S

h
erm

an
 S

k
o

ln
ick

 w
o

u
ld

 th
ro

w
 aw

ay
 1

2
 y

ears o
f 

investigative reporting and pull a stunt that w
ould destroy his 

credibility com
pletely?" 

C
o
le say

s S
k
o
ln

ick
 left th

e h
o
u
se o

n
 cru

tch
es. H

is w
h
eel-

chair w
as in the back seat of the new

 red F
ord P

into S
kolnick 

purrhaccd in the last m
onth because he believed replacem

ent 

p
arts fo

r V
o
lk

sw
ag

en
s w

o
u
ld

 n
o
 lo

n
g
er b

e av
ailab

le in
 th

e 
near future. 

"W
e have a m

an w
ith crutches and his driver, w

ho has one 
arm

 an
d

 u
ses a h

o
o

k
 o

n
 th

e o
th

er," C
o

le said
. "T

h
ey

 are 
d

riv
in

g
 in

 a red
 car th

at d
o

esn
't ev

en
 h

av
e licen

se p
lates 

because the application hasn't been com
pleted. 

"D
o
n
't y

o
u
 th

in
k
 so

m
eb

o
d
y
 sh

o
u
ld

 h
av

e sp
o
tted

 th
em

 b
y
 

now
 if they w

ere all right?" 
T

h
ere is n

o
 w

ay
 to

 w
rite ab

o
u

t S
h

erm
an

 S
k

o
ln

ick
 w

ith
o

u
t 

m
ak

in
g

 h
im

 ap
p

ear eccen
tric. A

s a m
atter o

f fact, h
e is ec-

centric and if that's libel, S
herm

an can sue rile. 
I just hope he Is around to file the suit. 
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Ffricx 

Is Skolnick 

SH
E

R
M

A
N

 SK
O

L
N

IC
K

: M
issing gadfly's parting w

ords 
w

ere, "I'm
 b

rin
g
in

g
 th

e file o
n
 Jo

h
n
 M

itch
ell.... If 

y
o

u
 d

o
n

't h
ear F

ro
m

 m
e b

y
 9

 a.m
., call th

e p
o

lice." 
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