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After D

LOS ANGELES, April 24
(UPI) — After two months
and 11 days locked up to-
gether for the murder trial of
Sirhan Sirhan, the jury was in
no hurry to go home.

An hour after recommend-
Ing the death penalty Wednes-
day for the convicted assassin
of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy,.
the jurors were back in their
wing at the Biltmore Hotel,
laughing and talking.

As‘ they hurried off the bus
and into the hotel, a crowd of
spectators cheered -and ap-
plauded.- .

Loud phonograph music
blared “Gimme gimme good
loving every night . ..” from
a sitting room where the ju-
rors lunched on sandwiches
and coffee with Superior
Court. Judge Herbert V.
Walker, who praised them as
“a pgood jury” and auto-
graphed pictures of himself
for them.'. ’

Most of the women jurors
changed to slacks, and there!
was a party mood as they ran
from: room to room, shouting
goodbyes and making plans to
see each other again, .

Juror Gilbert [F. Grace
shouted, “Here I am, baby,” as
his wife. .arrived on the sixth
floor. She rushed into his
arms and kissed him.

“A Wonderful Time”

“I sure will miss everyone.
‘We've had a wonderful time,”
juror-Susan Brumm told a ma-
tron . who helped her “elude
newsmen by slipping up a side
stairway .and  along the sv-
enth floor to.an elevator.

Most of the jurors seemed
anxious to avoid the approxi-
mately 250 newsmen and pho-
tographers waiting in the
lobby to question them.

Juror George Stitzel said
four ballots were taken, the
first about an hour after the
jury retired at noon Monday.
On -that ballot, he said, eight
favored the death penalty, two
life imprisonment and two
were undecided. In a second

t

vote Tuesday, 10 favored
death and two a life sentence.
By Wednesday morning the
vote was 11 to 1, and by 11:04,
when they signaled they had a
verdict, the last juror had
been persuaded to vote for the
maximum penalty.

“As long as we hve capital
punishment in ‘California,”

& Stitzel said, “we felt Sirhan

deserved the ultimate penalty
for this crime.” o

Stitzel said notebooks in
which Sirhan had scrawled
“RFK must die” were the
most damning evidence
againsit him, :

* Albert N. Frederico, a
plumber, said the fact that the
victim was Robert F. Kennedy
affected his decision.

- “After .- all,  he killed a
United States Senator,” Fred-
erico said.

Not Impressed

Frederico told newsmen he
as not impressed with testi-

ony from eight defense psy-

hiatrists .and psychologists
tho said Sirhan wasrincapable
of maturely and meamingfully
%remeditating the crime.

“It stunk,” he said. “I don’t
g)uy that stuff.” _

Jury . Foreman Bruce Elliott,
an analyst for an aerospace
corporation, expressed sur-
prise when informed - that
early in the trial the prosecu-
tion and defense had agreed
to accept a guilty plea from
Sirhan in exchange for a life
sentence. *

Walter overruled the plan,
and word of the barngaining
was kept from the jury in ac-
cordance with California law.

Asked if knowing the prose-
oution was once willing to/
have a life sentence imposed
would have altered the jury’s
decision, Elliott replied, “I'll
have to think about that a long
time.”

Jurors in High Spirits

ooming Sirhan

i Sirhan to Return
To Court Today

LOS ANGELES, April 24
(U?I)4irhan returns to court
Friday for the first step in
months, perhaps years, of
legal appeals to try to- save
him from the gas cliamber.,

Chief defense attorney
Grant B. Cooper said today
he would ask at Friday’s ap-
pearance that Judge Herbert
Walker set another hearing
date on a motion for a new
trial. .

After the jury had decreed
death for Sirhan Wednesday,
Wallger set May ‘14 for the
hearing : date and for formal
sentencing. Cooper said a con-
flict in his own schedule
forced him to ask for a mnew,
date, -

Unruh Says Sentence -
Wouldn’t Please RFK !

TR

; “tos A'ﬁielen'Tl;ﬁel ’ :
SACRAMENTO, Calif., April
24—State Assembly Democra-
tic Leader Jess Unruh, an eye-
witness to the murder of Sen.

Robert F. Kennedy, said today
he- disagrees with the . death '
sentence for Kennedy's -as-

7% Phe grest memo of Rob-
ért ‘F. Kennedy—his concern
for the poor, the afflicted, his

identification with the less
fortunate, and his deep love
for all people,” Unruh assert-
ed, “will not be served by yet
another violent death”

Unruh, manager of Ken-~

nedy’s California presidential
primary campaign last year,

was in the party accompany- -

ing the Senator when he was
fatally shot in the Ambassa-

dor Hotel in Los Angeles last

June,

“To close out the career of
Robert Francis Kennedy by
exacting the life of another

mad killer or demented ex-
hibitionist—is, not the last
chapter that ought to be writ-
ten in the brilliant public rec-
ord of a gentle men who bore
hate for no man, woman or
child and who sought instead

to eliminate violence and suf-

human being—sane or insane, -

fering from American society,”

Unruh said. o

“I personally would have

preferred that the jury de--

cided to put Sirhan away for

the rest of his life rather than’

to send him to the gas cham-
ber. I agree he should not
again be turned loose on so-
ciety.”



