
SIRHAN BISHARA SIRHAN 
"Even Jesus Christ couldn't have saved me." 

Jurors Decree 
Death for Sirhan 
In RFK Slaying 

Judge Delays 
Sentencing 
Pend' Plea 

By Ge rge L %ner Jr. 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

LOS ANGELES, April 23 
—For the murder of one 
"Robert Francis Kennedy, a 
human being," a haggard 
jury decreed today that Sir-
han Bishara Sirhan should 
die in the gas chamber at 
San Quentin State Prison. 

The paranoid assassin, who 
shot Kennedy down at the 
high point on his quest for 
the presidency, took the ver-
dict calmly. 

"Even Jesus Christ couldn't 
have saved me," Sirhan told 
his lawyers. However, the 
death verdict can still be re-
duced to life imprisonment at 
the Superior Court Ju d g e 
Herbert V. Walker. The judge 
put off sentencing until the 
25-year-old Jordaman immi-
grant's lawyers submit a mo- 

• tion for a new trial. A hear-
ing was set for May 14. 

The 'jurors signaled a wait-
ing courtroom full of guards, 
lawyers and newsmen at 
11:04 a.m. after more than 
111/2 hours of deliberations 
over three days. 

A buzzer from the jury 
room rasped twice and then, 
after a hesitant pause, a third 
time, the code for a verdict. 

A sheriff's deputy hurried 
upstairs to Sirhan's window-
less cell on the Hall of Jus-
tice's 13th floor •and told a 
guard, Frederick Davis, to 
alert him. 

Clad in T-shirt and under•  

shorts, Sirhan was staring into 
a polished steel mirror, 
combed his hair. 

Davis told him a verdict 
was coming. He said, "Okay," 
put on a pair of black slacks 
and blue shirt, and was led 
downstairs. According to one 
of his lawyers who saw him 
earlier, Sirhan had been ex-
pecting the death penalty. 

Sirhan showed no sign of 
it as he entered the anti-
quated courtroom, chewing 
gum. Grinning jauntily, he 
took his seat and began chat-
ting with defense counsel 
Russell Parsons. 

Head bowed, chief defense 
counsel Grant B. Cooper 
waited with a disconsolate 
look on his face. 

"The weak ones crumbled—
just like the first time," he 
said of the jurors who con-
victed Sirhan of first-degree 
murder last week. 

Judge Walker settled him-
self at the bench, put a micro-
phone around his neck and 
called the jurors in •at 11:34 
a.m. They filed to their seats 
with tired, solemn expressions. 

Jury Foreman Bruce D. El-
liott, a 29-year-old systems an-
alyst with a Ph.D. in engineer-
ing, stood up and turned in 
the verdict on a slip of paper. 
Judge Walker's Japanese-,
American clerk read it altiud, 
the conclusion of Case A-233- 
421: 

See SIRHAN, A4, Col. 4 
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Adel Shim', right, the only member of alty decision was announced confers with 
the Sirhan family present ,when. the pen- defense attorney Russell E. Parsons. 	' 
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