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m
m

ation
 T

erm
s H

im
 'S

ick
' 
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dner Jr. 
W
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S
irhan B

ishara S
irhan's oldest 

c
o
u
n
se

llo
r a

n
d
 c

o
n
fid

a
n
t 

today called him
 a "poor, sick 

w
retch" w

ho deserves neither 
the death penalty nor life im

- 
prisonm

ent. 
"W

e haven't offered a w
ord 

of phony testim
ony here," at-

torney R
ussell E

. P
arsons told 

the jurors at S
irhan's m

urder 
trial here for the assassination 
o

f S
en

. R
o

b
ert F

. K
en

n
ed

y
. 

"T
his m

an is m
ore than sick. 

H
e is not a candidate for first-

degree m
urder." 

- It, w
as a b

rief b
u
t h

eartfelt 
su

m
m

atio
n

, o
p

en
in

g
 th

e d
e-

fen
se's fin

al effo
rt to

 sh
o
w

 
that K

ennedy's assassin w
as, 

in reality, an im
m

ature, irre-
sponsible psychotic. 

A
 w

rin
k
le-faced

 m
an

 w
ell 

into his 70s, P
arsons nodded at 

the defendant sitting behind 
him

. 
'L

ike a B
aby' 

"I'v
e sat h

ere an
d

 h
ad

 h
im

 
reach up and hold m

y hand—
lik

e a b
ab

y
," h

e to
ld

 th
e ju

-
rors. "O

ne m
inute he.appears 

to be as sm
art as a w

hip. T
he 

next m
inute, he can't tell right 

from
 w

rong." 
D

w
elling on S

irhan's w
ar-

torn childhood in Jerusalem
 in  the , late 1940s, P

arstm
s said 

th
e y

o
u
th

 alread
y
 "h

ad
 th

e 
scars on him

" w
hen he cam

e 
to A

m
erica w

ith his fam
ily in 

1957. 
T

he defense law
yer, w

hom
 

S
irhan has com

e to regard as 
a so

rt o
f seco

n
d
 fath

er, in
-

sisted that he w
as not tiying to 

suggest w
hich side w

as right 
in

 th
e A

rab
-Israeli co

n
flict. 

B
u

t h
is o

w
n

 rh
eto

ric co
n

tra. 
dicted him

. 
"T

here w
as bitter conflict," 

he said, "betw
een the Z

ionists 
w

h
o

 are so
m

ew
h

at w
arlik

e 
and the A

rabs." 
In any event, S

irhan and his 
fam

ily, P
arsons w

ent on, "had 
to leave their hom

es. T
hey're 

not im
m

igrants. T
hey're refu-

gees. 
B

itter at S
enator 

S
irhan has said that he grew

 
b
itter at K

en
n
ed

y
 o

v
er th

e 
D

em
ocratic presidential candi-

date's support of Israel in the 
M

id
d
le E

astern
 tu

rm
o
il an

d
 

particularly over his endorse-
m

ent of plans 'to sell Israel 50 
U

.S
. P

hantom
 jets. 

T
he 25-year-old P

alestinian 
claim

s to have gunned dow
n 

K
ennedy last June 5 in w

hat 
defense psychiatrists and psy-
chologists have described as a 
trance-like, 	

schizophrenic 
rage. 

P
leading for acceptapce of  th

e sto
ry

, P
arso

n
s p

ro
tested

: 
"W

e co
n

ced
ed

 h
e sh

o
t S

en
. 

K
ennedy. W

e're not trying to 
pull the w

ool over your eyes." 
T

h
e
n

 h
e
 to

ld
 th

e
 ju

ro
rs: 

"L
et your verdict spell out in 

every ham
let in the A

rab re-
p

u
b

lic, an
d

 in
 E

u
ro

p
e th

at a 
m

an can get justice in A
m

er-
ica. A

n
d
 th

at is n
eith

er life 
im

p
riso

n
m

en
t n

o
r th

e d
eath

 
p

en
alty

 b
ecau

se th
is case 

doesn't w
arrant it. N

ot for this 
poor sick •w

retch, no m
atter 

W
hat he did." 
D

efense counsel E
m

ile Z
ola 

B
erm

an had the next turn. H
is 

d
eliv

ery
 w

as h
altin

g
, an

d
 at 

tim
es confused. 

R
efers to F

am
ily Q

uarrel 
S

tartin
g
 w

ith
 S

irh
an

's ar-
rival in A

m
erica, the balding, 

66-year-old B
erm

an ticked off 
th

e trau
m

as th
at h

e said
 th

e 
slender assassin suffered here. 

T
he first, B

erm
an said, w

as 
a fam

ily
 q

u
arrel th

at en
d
ed

 
w

ith
 S

irh
an

's fath
er p

ack
in

g
 

his bags and leaving for Jor-
dan w

ith every penny the fam
-

ily had. 
T

h
e fig

h
t w

as o
v
er S

irh
an

 
w

ho, B
erm

an said, had care-
lessly interfered w

ith his fath-
er's trenching out a sidew

alk 
in

 fro
n

t o
f th

eir P
asad

en
a 

h
o

m
e. T

h
e fath

er, B
ish

ara, 
w

an
ted

 to
 h

it th
e b

o
y

, w
as  stopped by an older son, and 

stalk
ed

 in
to

 th
e h

o
u
se to

 d
e-

m
and,  th

at h
is w

ife, M
ary

, 
choose "betw

een him
 and the 

children." 
T

he father w
alked out and, 

B
erm

an
 said

, "S
irh

an
 felt 

g
u
ilty

. T
rau

m
a N

o
. 1

 in
 th

e 
U

S
A

." 
T

he others cam
e years later, 

the N
ew

 Y
ork attorney said. 

T
h
ey

 in
clu

d
ed

 th
e d

eath
 in

 
1965 of S

irhan's sister, A
ida, 

despite his attem
pts to nurse 

h
er b

ack
 to

 h
ealth

; h
is d

is-
m

issal fro
m

 P
asad

en
a C

ity
 

C
ollege because of absences 

from
 class w

hin he w
as caring 

for her; his fall from
 a horse 

the next year that dashed his 
hopes of being a jockey. 
Increasing Irritability 

B
erm

an
 w

en
t on

 to review
 

S
irh

an
's ex

p
erim

en
ts w

ith
 

self-hypnosis, his grow
ing tes-

tin
e
ss a

n
d
 irrita

b
ility

. A
t 

tim
es, how

ever, the attorney 
sim

p
ly

 re
p

e
a
te

d
 w

o
rd

 fo
r 

w
o
rd

 lin
es fro

m
 h

is o
p
en

in
g
 

statem
ent back in F

ebruary. 
A

t an
o

th
er p

o
in

t, B
erm

an
 

declared that S
irhan flew

 into 
a rag

e o
n
 h

earin
g
 K

en
n
ed

y
 

last M
ay 18 support the siae of 

P
hantom

 jets to IsraeL
 

A
ccording to S

irhan's ow
n 

testim
ony, it w

as a television 
docum

entary on K
ennedy that  he heard. T

he N
ew

 Y
ork S

ena-
to

r first stu
m

p
ed

 fo
r th

e jets 
deal on a cam

paign stop at the 
N

eveh S
halom

 T
em

ple in P
ort-

land, O
re., on M

ay 26. 


