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LOS ANGELES, April 4-—A|

-|gray-haired psychiatrist who

concluded that Sirhan Bishara
Sirhan was capable of first
degree . murder acknowledge
today that he could not con-
firm the diagnosis “beyond a
reasonable doubt.” - -.

Dr. Seymour Pollack said
his was a medical judgment
that could not be equated with

the moral certainty required

of Sirhan’s jurors.

They are expected o begin
deliberating on Sirhan’s fate
next Friday after closing argu-
ments in the Arab immi-
grant’s lengthy trial here for
the assassination of Sen. Rob-

ert F. Kennedy. -

In his last day on the wit-

ess stand, Pollack, the prose-
ution’s
oggedly held to his claims
at Sirhan was not genuinely
r “clinically psychotic” when

e killed Sen. Kennedy in the
Ambassador Hotel here last
June or even now after his
long confinement in a window-
less jail cell. . '

Chief defense counsel Grant
B. Cooper cited Sirhan’s re-
peated outbursts in the court-
room, his demands for his own
execution, his grinning at bi-
zarre moments and damning
bits of testimony. .

'y “Do you think the defendan
as faking?” Cooper asked,
welling particularly on Sir-
an’s attempts during the trial

dismiss his lawyers and

ead guilty. o

t Was Genuine’

“No, I do not,” Pollack said.
t was genuine. ... He

asn’t dramatizing by putting

n a show for you or me.” " |

“Do you think it was normal
r a man on trial for first-
egree murder?”

“No,” Pollack replied again.
'he psychiatrist contended,
owever, that Sirhan’s inappro-
riate conduct still’ fell short

f what' he would call psy-

chief psychiatrist,:

>

‘I derscored Pollacks’s apparent

‘lbefore the actual trial began
‘[and then in. steering away

_{line schizophrenia with para-
.[noid and hysterical features.”

|way, with the caveat that Sir-
:|overtly. psychotic and, in any

'|event; still capable of premedi-
}tated‘mu_rdexj. e

otic behavior. - 7
“Sirhan actually said some-
what the same thing to me,”
Pollack said, alluding to his
pre-trial interviews with the
25.year-old . defendant. He
wanted to ‘be “through with
the whole damn thing ....
through  with psychiatrists
bugging him. He wanted out,”
Time and again, but always
in subtle fashion, Cooper un-

inconsistency in calling Sirhan
“psychotic” in a Feb. 5 report

from the label once it had
started. A

In the report, the psychia-
frist also said. he felt Sirhan
was suffering from “border-

Pollack said he still felt that

han was- still not clincally or

Cooper asked .the psychia-

ist whether he honestly feilt
Pirhan had enough self-control
o follow the laws of soclety if °

e chose, another requisite im-
licit in the murder charge
odged against him.

“Yes,” Pollack said, adding
hat he considered it “a rea-
onable medical certainty.”

“Do you equate that with
beyond a reasonable doubt'?”
ooper prodded. -

Pollack said he couldn’t.
he concept. of reasonable
doubt, he said, is “a moral

duestion” that only the jurors
can decide. Of his diagnosis,
he said: v

“That is not an absolute. I'd

like to stress that.” :

Annoyed at Prosecution

It was a deftly handled:
cross-examination that wound
jup with Pollack actually more
jnettled at the prosecution
;than the defense. The psychia-
trist’s annoyance was
prompted by Cooper'’s ques-
tioning him about snatches of
his jail interviews with Sirhan X
that appeared on several net.'
work television programs ear- ||
lier in the day. . o
Angrily, Pollack said that.
ape recordings of the inter- ;
ews 'h;dhbeen “leaked Out.”"
e said. he was “ve !
urbed about it,” i dis-
They had been released by
ef Deputy District Attorney
ynn D. Compton. On leaving
. stand, Pollack
arched downstairs to lodge-a i

P protest, : o ,
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