
T
h

en
, too, th

ere w
ere th

e 
lon

g h
ou

rs S
irh

an
 sp

en
t at a 

suburban gun range, practic-
ing rapid-fire shooting the aft- 
ern

oon
 b

efore th
e assassin

a-
tion. A

nd there w
as his pres-

en
ce in

 th
e h

otel, w
ith

 a '22 
calib

er revolver in
 h

is trou
-

sers, hours before the slaying. 
It w

as d
on

e, th
e S

tate con
-

ten
d

s, n
ot w

ith
 m

irrors b
u

t 
w

ith "m
alice of forethought." 

N
o Stress on D

eath P
enalty 

T
h

e p
rosecu

tion
, h

ow
ever, 

did not stress its dem
ands for 

th
e gas ch

am
b

er in
 th

e p
ast 

w
eek. D

istrict A
ttorney E

velle J. Y
ounger and his aides ap-

peared ready at several points 
to b

e w
illin

g to settle for a 
life-inprisonm

ent agreem
ent 

w
ith

 th
e d

efen
se th

at w
ou

ld
 

h
ave p

reclu
d

ed
 a fu

ll-scale 
trial. 

In the end, the m
ercurial de-

fen
d

an
t an

d
 h

is law
yers d

e-
cided against it. W

ith Superior 
C

o
u

rt J
u

d
g
e H

erb
ert V

. 
W

alker unw
illing to fonsent to 

a guilty plea that w
ould have 

m
ad

e a life term
 au

tom
atic, 

th
ey w

ou
ld

 h
ave h

ad
 to tak

e 
the question of penalty to the 
jurors. 

T
he prosecution w

as appar-
en

tly w
illin

g n
ot to u

rge th
e 

Sirhan found him
self w

ander- i but one that the State of C
ali- i 

 near the E
m

bassy R
oom

 of 
the A

m
bassador, w

here K
en- 

n
ed

y w
as to give a victory 

speech celebrating his success 
in

 C
aliforn

ia's D
em

ocratic 
presidential prim

ary. 
T

here, says his law
yers,  the 

tw
isted young m

an w
ith a gun 

fou
n

d
 m

irrors all over,  A
n

d
 

there, they assert, not long aft-
erw

ard
s, h

e k
illed

 K
en

n
ed

y 
"in a trance—

that sam
e kind 

of tran
ce"

 th
at h

e h
ad

 as a 
child in w

ar-torn P
alestine. 

Prosecution W
on't B

uy It 
It is a fascin

atin
g th

eory, fon
ts, n

ot su
rp

risin
gly, re-

fuses to buy. 
F

our days before the shoot- 
ing, Sirhan w

alked into a San 
G

abriel gun shop and bought 
the am

m
unition that w

as ap-
parently used to kill the N

ew
 

Y
ork Senator. T

hree days be-
fo

re, th
e p

ro
secu

tio
n

 d
is-

closed, several w
itnesses saw

 
S

irh
an

 h
an

gin
g arou

n
d

 th
e 

A
m

bassador at a day-long Sun-
d

ay recep
tion

 for K
en

n
ed

y, 
an

d
 th

en
 later in

 th
e h

otel 
k

itch
en

 n
ext to th

e p
an

try 
w

here the Senator w
as eventu-

ally shot. 

Sirhan D
efense P

ushes 'D
im

inished' 
B

y G
eorge L

ardner Jr. 
W

ashington P
ost staff W

riter 

L
O

S A
N

G
E

L
E

S, F
eb. 15—

It 
prom

ises to be a bizarre trial. 
O

nly the hashish seem
s to be 

m
issing. 
E

xcept for that, Sirhan B
is-

hara Sirhan's law
yers appear 

to have claim
ed all the ingre-

dients that can be used under 
C

alifornia's theory of 'dim
in-

ished responsibility" to coun-
ter a first-d

 e g r e e m
u

rd
er 

charge. 
D

efense counsel E
m

ile Z
ola 

B
erm

an
, a th

in
, can

n
y N

ew
 

Y
ork attorney, ticked them

 off 
in the courtroom

 yesterday in 
a d

ram
atic, b

ru
tally exp

licit 
opening statem

ent: obsession, 
anger, fear, even liquor. 

Sirhan, B
erm

an suggested, 
w

as u
n

d
er th

e in
flu

en
ce of 

them
 all w

hen he assassinated 
Sen. R

obert F
. K

ennedy in the 
A

m
b

assad
or H

otel h
ere last 

June. O
nly drugs, w

hich can 
also b

e claim
ed

 to d
isp

rove 
m

u
rd

er in
 cold

 b
lood

, w
ere 

left out. 

In
 a sen

se, th
e d

efen
se is 

sayin
g, th

e k
illin

g w
as d

on
e 

w
ith

 m
irrors. T

h
e flyw

eigh
t 

A
rab im

m
igrant, his law

yers 
say, used to stare into the m

ir-
ror in his bedroom

,. acting out 
his anger at K

ennedy for sup-
porting Israel, until he could 
actually see the Senator's face 
instead of his ow

n. 
"Sirhan w

ill tell you him
self 

from
 the w

itness stand that he 
never thought, and never had 
a th

ou
gh

t, to (actu
ally) k

ill 
K

en
n

ed
y,"

 th
e ju

rors w
ere 

told, "but throught his m
ystic 

m
ind pow

er, the doctors w
ill  say, he could fantasize about 

it an
d

 relieve th
at feelin

g of 
em

ptiness w
ithin him

." 
W

ar H
orrors 

In the background w
ere the 

horrors of the 1947 A
rab-Isra-

eli w
ar that w

ere said to have 
sent the little P

alestinian into 
a trance even as a boy; •an ado-
lescen

ce fu
ll of failu

res,  and 
preoccupation w

ith m
ysticism

 
an

d
 tran

ces—
som

e self-im
-

posed, som
e assertedly invol-

untary. 
T

hen cam
e the night of the 

assassination. F
ueled by a few

 
drinks, the defense contends,  

d
eath

 p
en

alty, b
u

t th
e ju

ry 
could still return such a ver-
dict. Sirhan's law

yers huddled 
w

ith
 h

im
 W

ed
n

esd
ay in

 h
is 

w
indow

less, T
-shaped cell five 

floors ab
ove th

e H
all of Ju

s-
tice cou

rtroom
, w

h
ere h

e is,  
being tried, and m

ulled over 
the prospects. 

A
m

ong other things, the at-
torneys pointed out, the only 
g
u

ilty
 p

lea
 o

p
en

 to
 th

em
;  

w
ou

ld
 p

rovid
e n

o ab
solu

te 
gu

aran
tee again

st th
e d

eath
' 

penalty. 
"

T
h

e h
ell w

ith
 it,"

 S
irh

an
 

h
as said

 to h
ave d

ecid
ed

 at-
len

gth
. T

h
e trial, b

egan
 th

e 
next daY

. 

T
H

E
 W

A
SH

IN
G

T
O

N
 P

O
ST
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M
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heory to L
i m

it 


