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Sirhan. Bishara Sirhian sat at’
the yvisitors’ table in his win-'
dowless cell at the Hall of Jus-
tice last :Sunday.and-stared at.
the shiny quarter held beﬁore
his eyes. ... o
. 'Dr.. Bernard L Dinmond

the chief defense psychiatrist

at Sirhan’s murder trial down-
stairs, - counted. “One. Two.
Three Four. Five.,” ..
That's all it took, accordlng
to one who attended: the ses-
on. - For' hypnotists, the 24-
ear-old . immigrant is evi-

ntly ‘easy” HiarR. Sirhdi

t is sald can even hypnotlze‘
mself. ;

In'a trance now, Sirhan pro-
ceeded - to- @ssassinate - Sen. |
Robert . F,  ‘Kennedy . .onee'
again; The skinny, dark-eyed
Arab rested his arm on the

‘i table. and pulled the trigger of
‘I the imaginary gun in his hand,

twitching his index ﬁnger pre-

.| cisely eight times.
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SIRHAN, From Al
He acted it out largely in si-

. lence though Sirhan has re-

portedly told his advisers in
‘previous, hypnotic sessions of

-erying out “Kennedy, you son

1of a bitch!” just as he fired
the first fatal shot.

" It is not clear why he didn’t
blurt it out again this time. In
any event, his counsellors in-
sist, Sirhan can remember
nothlnpg of the shooting with-
out being put under hypnosis.

The prosecution will con-
tend that, at best, he has ban-
ished the assassination from
his mind in a fit of “retro-
grade ammnesia.” It also sus-
pects that he may be lying.

In cross-examining Sirhan
on the witness stand this past
week, chief deputy - district at-
torney Lynn D. -Compton
tossed one barb after another
at the blanks in the defend-
ant's memory about anything
that might be ineriminating.
Can't Recall Talks. )

Claiming that he was stillin
wa daze, Sirhan insisted that he
couldn’t ‘even recall much of
his conversatiors with police
officers aftes his arrest last
June 5.

. Police accounts of those in-; »
terviews, on the other hand,

suggest that Sirhan had all his
wits about him. He refused to
give his name, invoked his
right to silence, and bantered
with officers about'the stock
market, a court case in the
news, and even “how much it

costs to have a baby thesel
days ” |

Even then, Sirhan swears,
he didn’t realize that he ‘had
shot Kennedy.

“Didn’t'you wonder why you

were there (m custody)?” |

Compton askéd Sirlian incre-
dulously at one point, in the
week’s -dizzy Tush of testi-
mony.

* “Mr. Jordan (one of the po:
lce  detectives) was too
friendly, sir,” Sirhan declared.

“Nothing was said’ about the|

case. I wasn't myself, sir.” -
Suspens¢ Builds Up.
1t all adds up to an amazing

" defense that has turned what

might have seemed an open-
and-shut case into a murder

trial full- of dmmn and_ ten-|-

gion.

the thought of applying’ for
membership in the Black Mus-
lims, took his oath last Mon-
day by clenching -his fist in a

Black-Power-style salute and '

stepped down without--ac
knowledging a single, . inde-

pendent recollectlon of the as.

sassination,

"]in the courtroom this week as

| duced, by  posthypnotic
suggesbion, to remember the| .. _ .

Sil‘hﬂl-l,- whao once toyed with'

“Chief defense counsel Grant |
B. Cooper says he didn't be-
lieve Sirhan’s incredible story |-
the first time he heard it him-
self. But the suave, silver-
haired attorney professes con-
fidence that Sirhan’s jurors
will become convinced of it.

Testimony to come

What he has said of the kill-
ing under hypnosis will unfold

the defense calls its psychia-
trists and psychologists to the
stand.

“So far as Sirhnns con-
cerned, it would be hearsay,”}
Coovper said in explaining why
the defendant himself did not
recount it. “The doctors can
testify to it because it's part
of the medical history. That
gives us.an exception to the|
hearsay rule.” .

Sirhan might have been in-

shooting .~ without its being
hearsay, - Cooper acknowl-
edged. But he asserted that
the idea of producing such tes-
tinmiony - simply didn’t ocecur to
the defense. -




