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Around the Nation 

Sirhan Verdict 
Upheld in Calif. 

6'S ANGELES--The Cal-
ffatnia Supreme Court yes-i.:-  
terAY upheld the first-de-
grat. murder conviction of r. 

Bishara Sirhah in 
theit19138 assassination' of 
Sei.' Robert, F. Kennedy but 
m4tfified MS sentence to life .  
imprisonment.' 

Tate mOdifteition-  of ient-1,  
ende complied with the  

..,utt's ruling, earlier this 4 
yearr4which abcilishid capital 
purnshment in California. 

4itorneYS for Sirbitn, 98, I 
an 4-Arab iininigrant, asked 
for: a new trial on;;,grounds 
the an_ Meg& search led to 
his: conviction. and sentenc-, 

e need to death In • the 
gait chamber. 	I , " 

The state court's decision 
denying a new trial was 4 
unitiiMous: 	 - 1 

tennedy was shot June 5, 
1998 just after winning Cali- 
forilla's Democratic preai-
deatial primary. 

e court issued a 75-page 
n rejecting all appeals 

w ch have been filed by 
S 	's attorneys 'since con- ; 
vietron and imprisonment on 
death row in 1959. 

P#Ather.Sentenced 
NW YORK—A 17-year-

o144131ack Panther convicted 
of -tilling a fellow Panther 
in an East Coast-West Coast 
patty feud was sentenced to 
15 *ears to life yesterday-
juitt• two days after the trial 
of four other Panthers ! 
charged in the case ended in 
a Ming jury. 

Mark Holder, convicted 
last April 14 of murder and 
second-degree arson in the 
de4th of Samuel Napier, was 
sentenced hi Queens Su-
preme Court by Justice Ber-
nard Dubin. 

Holder was one of seven 
EaSt Coast Panthers in-
dicted in the murder of 
West. Coast Panther Napier, 
whose bullet-riddled body 
was discovered April 17,, 
1971, by firemen responding 
to ablaze at a Queens build- 

lug used as a distribution 
center , for -the- West Coast 
party newspaper. 


