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Retlres After
9. Hour Day

LOS ,ANGELES April zz—
' By, d. ‘Washington. Post Btaff Writer
The courtroom = buzzer was
silent all day. Hands-in pock-
ets, Sirhan Sirhan’s top de-
fense .lawyer looked at the big
wall "clock: and shmsged ;p-
prehensively.

“Muy malo." he sa‘la in 3

brief exchange with efense |-
¢Cow: |

investigator M&e].

" an that had hp:seﬁ ,mto pan- ﬁi-l

13h|’ o

“It; looks. p'retty 'blat'k ?’*iMw

Cowan agreed. .
Upstairs, in a bleak
the ‘ninth -floor of the. Hﬂﬁ’of

Justice, the’ “jurors 'who A:gn- ‘

victed Sirhan last week  of
ﬂrst egree murder for assas-

1g Sen. Robert,.F, Ken-
uerl_v,r1 were . still debat;ng

whether t‘hey should ggare the“

Palestinian's life. i
At the so-called’ “pénaltxf
trial” Monday, ‘the State “call.
ed for death in the gas cham-
ber as the only “proper. ‘penal:

ty." ' Sirhan, prosecutor  John ;

Howard charged, had forfeited
his claim to any place in Amer-
1can society, éven a prison cell.

Pinning his hopes on a life|,
sentence, chief defense lawyer|
Grant. ZB Couper ‘protested)

that execution was hardly .in
order | for the mentally  sick.
But he and the rest of Sirhan’s

defense team expected a ver-| !
dict quickl n‘{ if it were tu fafvor h

their clie

“The longer it ‘goes on, the '

t;;?;e dq-_pressed I get,” Couper

The jl - had deli.‘berated
nlnehoursbythethneitr&
tumed for the night,

. the  jury become :

oeked Judge .‘[-I{erbl;-.rif= V.
alker ‘could ‘take ‘over” and
se ence Sirhan toa ufe term
e-could appoint a new set
uf :[urors to consider the death
pennlty., That; however, would
he practically equivalent to a
new ,trlah TR AR R
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