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LOS ANGELES—Sirhan 
Bishara Sirhan goes to trial 
Tuesday on a charge of mur-
dering Sen. Robert F. Ken-
nedy—and a quirk in Cali-
fornia law could save him 
from the gas chamber if he 
is found guilty. 

The quirk is a hair-split-
ting technicality, reinforced 
by several decisions since 
1949 but little known out-
side California, which recog-
nizes a person may be le-
gally sane yet still not fully 
responsible for his actions. 

A number of legal and psy-
chiatric authorities believe 
the 24-year-old Jordanian's 
counsel might use a defense_ 
known as "diminished re-
sponsibility" - to seek a ver-
dict short of first-degree 
muder and a lesser penalty 
than death. 

Presentation of evidence 
by both sides is expected to 
take two months or longer. 
There are indications that 
more than 200 witnesses will 
be called. 

Some are expected to say 
that Sirhan waited in a 
kitchen area of the Ambas-
sador Hotel early last June 
5 as Kennedy announced to 
a gathering of his support-
ers that he had won the Cal-
ifornia Democratic presiden-
tial primary. 

Then, the prosecution will 
attempt to show, Sirhan 
began blazing away with a 
small-caliber pistol as Ken-
nedy and others passed by. 

Kennedy and five bystand-
ers were wounded. The Sen-
ator died later in a hospital. 

The setting of the trial is 
See S1RHAN, A6, Col. 2 
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