
T
H

E
 W

A
S

H
IN

G
T

O
N

 P
O

S
T

 
W

ednesday, F
eb. 19,1969 

-.A
.3

 . 

S
irh

an
 T

rial H
ears 'P

olka D
ot 

• 
G

irl 
p
lan

s an
d
 sh

o
t h

im
 w

ith
o
u
t 

p
rem

ed
itatio

n
. 

B
a
rry

's te
stim

o
n
y
 m

a
d
e
 

p
lain

, h
o
w

ev
er, th

at th
e S

en
-

ator w
ould have com

e through 
th

e
 p

a
n
try

 so
o
n
e
r o

r la
te

r. 
H

ad he gone by a back passage 
d
o
w

n
stairs to

 th
e seco

n
d
 b

all-
ro

o
m

, th
e b

u
rly

 ex
-F

B
I ag

en
t 

said
, h

e w
o
u
ld

 still h
av

e h
ad

 
-to

 co
m

e b
ack

 u
p
 fo

r th
e p

ress 
conference. 

"
H

e
 w

o
u
ld

 h
a
v
e
 g

o
n
e
 

th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e p
an

try
 an

y
w

ay
," 

ch
ief d

efen
se co

u
n
sel G

ran
t 

B
. C

o
o
p
er ag

reed
 in

 an
 asid

e 
to

 n
ew

sm
en

. "It's ju
st a q

u
es-

S
en

ato
r's tio

n
 o

f tim
in

g
.", 

B
y
 G

eo
rg

e L
ard

n
er Jr. 

W
a
sh

In
sto

n
 P

o
st S

ta
ff W

r
ite

r
 

L
O

S
 A

N
G

E
L

E
S

, F
eb

. 1
8
 -

T
h
e
 m

y
ste

rio
u
s "G

irl in
 th

e
 

P
o
lk

a D
o
t D

ress" tu
rn

ed
 o

u
t 

to
 b

e a trim
 cam

p
aig

n
 w

o
rk

er 
w

h
o
 saw

 little an
d
 k

n
ew

 less 
o
f S

en
. R

o
b
ert F

. K
en

n
ed

y
's 

assassination. 
T

all, straw
 b

lo
n
d
e V

alerie 
S

ch
u
lte, 2

2
, said

 sh
e w

as h
o
b
-

b
lin

g
 aro

u
n
d
 o

n
 a cru

tch
 sev

-
e
ra

l y
a
rd

s b
e
h
in

d
 th

e
 N

e
w

 
Y

o
rk

 S
e
n
a
to

r w
h
e
n
 h

e
 w

a
s 

fatally
 w

o
u
n
d
ed

 in
 th

e A
m

b
as-

sad
o
r H

o
tel last Ju

n
e. 

F
ro

m
 th

at m
o
d
est b

eg
in

n
in

g
 

g
re

w
 a

 sp
a
te

 o
f ru

m
o
rs, fe

d
 

b
y
 th

e claim
s o

f sev
eral im

ag
-

in
ativ

e "w
itn

esses," th
at K

en
-

n
ed

y
 m

ig
h
t h

av
e b

een
 th

e v
ic-

tim
 o

f a co
n
sp

iracy
 in

v
o
lv

in
g
 

a flirtatio
u
s, fast-m

o
v
in

g
 "G

irl 
in

 th
e P

o
lk

a D
o
t D

ress." 
T

h
e ru

m
o
rs w

ere fairly
 w

ell 
d
e
m

o
lish

e
d
 o

n
 th

e
 w

itn
e
ss 

stan
d
 to

d
ay

. 
M

iss S
ch

u
lte m

ad
e p

 l a i n
. 

th
at 

sh
e h

ad
 n

ev
er seen

 S
ir-

h
a
n
 B

ish
a
ra

 S
irh

a
n
, w

h
o
 is 

accu
sed

 o
f m

u
rd

erin
g
 th

e S
en

-
to

r, b
efo

re o
r sin

ce th
at fleet-

in
g
 g

lim
p
se. 

D
isp

lay
s P

o
lk

a D
o
t D

ress 

F
o
r th

e ed
ificatio

n
 o

f ju
d
g
e 

an
d
 ju

ry
, M

iss S
ch

u
lte ev

en
 

b
ro

u
g
h
t h

e
r p

o
lk

a
 d

o
t d

re
ss 

w
ith

 h
er, w

rap
p
ed

 n
eatly

 in
 an

 
o
ran

g
e h

an
d
b
ag

. S
h
e u

n
fu

rled
 

it o
n
 c

u
e
 fro

m
 p

ro
se

c
u
to

r 
D

av
id

 N
. F

itts. 
It w

as g
reen

 w
tih

 h
u
g
e y

el-
lo

w
 d

o
ts. 

S
an

d
y
 S

erran
o
, a K

en
n
ed

y
 

ca m
p
aig

n
 w

o
rk

er, claim
ed

 af-
ter th

e assassin
atio

n
 th

at sh
e 

h
ad

 seen
 a d

ark
-h

aired
 g

irl in
 

a
 w

h
ite

 p
o
lk

a
 d

o
t d

re
ss ru

n
 

o
ff after th

e sh
o
o
tin

g
, sh

o
u
t-

in
g
 "W

e
 sh

o
t h

im
, w

e
 sh

o
t 

him
." 

A
nother w

itness, V
incent D

i- p
ierro

, su
b
seq

u
en

tly
 

m
a
 i n

-
tain

ed
 th

at h
e saw

 a b
ru

n
ette 

in
 th

e sam
e k

in
d
 o

f d
ress ap

-
p
a
re

n
tly

 c
h
a
ttin

g
 o

r flirtin
g
 

w
ith

 S
irh

an
 m

o
m

en
ts b

efo
re-

th
e sh

o
o
tin

g
. B

u
t y

esterd
ay

, 
D

ip
ierro

 to
o
k
 a lo

o
k
 at p

h
o
to

-
g
ra

p
h
s o

f M
iss S

c
h
u
lte

 a
n
d
 

a
llo

w
e
d
 th

a
t sh

e
 w

a
s p

ro
b
-

ab
ly

 th
e g

irl h
e h

ad
 in

 m
in

d
 

after all. 
H

e
r p

o
lk

a
 d

o
ts c

o
u
ld

 n
o
t 

h
av

e b
een

 y
ello

w
er. H

er h
air 

w
as in

d
u
b
itab

ly
 b

lo
n
d
e. A

n
d
, 

it w
as clear, sh

e co
u
ld

n
't h

av
e 

ru
n
 an

y
w

h
ere. 

S
kiing A

ccident 

T
estify

in
g
 in

 a sleev
eless, 

c
re

a
m

-c
o
lo

re
d
 d

re
ss w

ith
 a

 
.b

rig
h
t k

erch
ief h

an
g
in

g
 fro

m
 

it, M
iss S

ch
u
lte said 

sh
e h

ad
 

b
een

 u
sin

g
 a cru

tch
 b

ecau
se o

f 
a sk

iin
g
 accid

en
t sev

eral y
ears 

a
g
o
. S

h
e
 w

a
s w

e
a
rin

g
 a

 le
g
 

b
race w

h
en

 sh
e sh

o
w

ed
 u

p
 in

 
co

u
rt to

d
ay

. 
O

n
 th

e n
ig

h
t o

f th
e assassi-

n
a
tio

n
, sh

e
 sa

id
, sh

e
 w

a
s a

t 
K

en
n
ed

y
's v

icto
ry

 p
arty

 in
 th

e 
A

m
b
assad

o
r H

o
tel as m

an
ag

er 
o
f th

e S
en

ato
r's h

ead
q
u
arters 

n
e
a
r th

e
 U

n
iv

e
rsity

 o
f C

a
li-

fo
rn

ia
-S

a
n
ta

 B
a
rb

a
ra

, 
w

here she w
as a sociology m

a-
jo

r u
n
til g

rad
u
atio

n
 last su

m
-

m
er. 
A

 f te
r h

e
a
rin

g
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y
's 

statem
en

t celeb
ratin

g
 h

is v
ic-

to
ry

 in
 C

alifo
rn

ia's D
em

o
crat-. 

is p
rim

ary
, M

iss S
ch

u
lte said

, 
sh

e w
alk

ed
 b

ack
stag

e, ch
atted

 
w

ith
 th

e S
en

ato
r's b

ro
th

er-in
-

la
w

 S
te

v
e
 S

m
ith

, th
e
n
 fo

l-
lo

w
e
d
 th

e
 S

e
n
a
to

r 'a
n
d
 h

is 
p
a
rty

 in
to

 th
e
 p

a
n
try

 w
h
e
re

 
h
e w

as sh
o
t d

o
w

n
. 

"I sa
w

 a
n
 a

rm
 e

x
te

n
d
in

g
 

w
ith

 a g
u
n
," sh

e said
. "It w

as 
ap

p
ro

x
im

ately
 fiv

e y
ard

s fro
m

 
m

e, an
d
 ap

p
ro

x
im

ately
 th

ree 
y
ard

s fro
m

 th
e S

en
ato

r" w
h
en

 
she first n

o
ticed

 it. 
• 

B
ut that, she said, w

as about 

th
a
t. S

h
e
 to

ld
 th

e
 c

o
u
rt sh

e
 

co
u
ld

n
't ev

en
 id

en
tify

 S
irh

an
 

definitely now
 as the m

an w
ho 

p
u
lled

 th
e trig

g
er. 

T
estim

o
n
y
 In

terru
p
ted

 

H
e
r te

stim
o
n
y
 w

a
s in

te
r-

ru
p
te

d
 b

rie
fly

 b
y
 a

 su
d
d
e
n
 

secu
rity

 ch
eck

 th
at p

ro
m

p
ted

 

S
u
p
erio

r C
o
u
rt Ju

d
g
e H

erb
ert 

V
. W

alk
er to

 clear th
e co

u
rt-

ro
o
m

, b
u
t it w

as a false alarm
. 

D
e
p
u
tie

s w
e
re

 sa
id

 to
 h

a
v
e
 

h
eard

 a su
sp

icio
u
s click

in
g
 o

n
 

th
e
 c

o
u
rtro

o
m

's "h
o
t lin

e
" 

telep
h
o
n
e an

d
 th

ey
 su

sp
ected

 
a tap

, It rep
o
rted

ly
 tu

rn
ed

 o
u
t 

to be from
 em

ployes of P
acific 

T
elep

h
o
n
e an

d
 T

eleg
rap

h
 C

o
. 

w
h
o
 w

ere w
o
rk

in
g
 o

n
 an

o
th

er 
line. 

T
h
e late S

en
. K

en
n
ed

y
's o

f-
ficial b

o
d
y
g
u
ard

, B
ill B

arry
, 

w
as th

e n
ex

t to
 b

e called
 b

y
 

the prosecution. 
W

ith an occasional choke in 
h
is 

v
o
ice, h

e to
ld

 o
f o

p
en

in
g
 

a p
ath

 fo
r K

en
n
ed

y
 after h

is 
v
ic

to
ry

 sp
e
e
c
h
 in

 th
e
 A

m
-

bassador's E
m

bassy B
allroom

, 
o
n
ly

 to
 fin

d
 h

im
 leav

in
g
 th

e 
stag

e b
y
 an

o
th

er ex
it, led

 b
y
 

a
ssista

n
t m

a
itre

 d
' K

 a
 r 1

 
'D

e
c
k
e
r • 

B
a
rry

 sc
ra

m
b
le

d
 to

 c
a
tc

h
 

u
p
, b

u
t th

e
 c

ro
w

d
 w

a
s to

o
 

th
ick

. B
y
 th

e tim
e h

e g
o
t to

 
th

e
 d

o
o
rs o

f th
e
 p

a
n
try

, h
e
 

sa
id

, K
e
n
n
e
d
y
 h

a
d
 a

lre
a
d
y
 

gone 'through. 
"I h

eard
 so

m
eth

in
g
 lik

e fire-
c
ra

c
k
e
rs," B

a
rry

 sa
id

 p
a
in

-
fu

lly
. H

e lo
o
k
ed

 th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e 
d
o
o
rs. "T

h
e S

en
ato

r w
as fall-

ing." 
I 

S
lrh

an
's d

efen
se atto

rn
ey

 
ag

ain
 tried

 to
 stress th

e last-
m

in
u
te ch

an
g
e in

 p
lan

s th
at 

b
ro

u
g
h
t K

en
n
ed

y
 th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e  p
an

try
 rath

er th
an

 d
o
w

n
stairs 

to
 an

o
th

er b
allro

o
m

 w
h
ere an

 
o
v
erflo

w
 cro

w
d
 w

as w
aitin

g
 

fo
r h

im
 to

 sp
eak

 ag
ain

. 
B

arry
 said

 h
e k

n
ew

 o
f th

e 
ch

an
g
e ab

o
u
t,ten

 m
in

u
tes b

e-
fo

re
 th

e
 S

e
n
a
to

r sto
p
p
e
d
 

sp
e
a
k
in

g
 in

 th
e
 E

m
b
a
ssy

 
R

o
o
m

. K
en

n
ed

y
, - it w

a
s d

e
-

cid
ed

, w
o
u
ld

 g
o
 fo

r a p
ress 

c
o
n
fe

re
n
c
e
 in

 th
e
 C

o
lo

n
ia

l 
R

o
o
m

 ad
jacen

t to
 th

e p
an

try
 

first. 
T

he defense has been stress-
in

g
 th

e sw
itch

 in
 an

 attem
p
t 

to
 sh

o
w

 th
at S

irh
an

. w
h
o
 w

as 
w

aitin
g
 in

 th
e p

an
try

, h
ad

 n
o
 

w
ay

 o
f k

n
o
w

in
g
 th

e 



United Press International 
Miss Schulte, "Girl in the Polka Dot Dress," after testifying at Sirhan trial. 


