SECTION ONE—PAGE THIRTEEN

Sirhan ‘in Trance’ During
Slaying, Declares Defense

Killing Termed Unplan-

ned %l’catc

By ARTHUR E

LOS ANGELES (AP) —
han Bishara Sirhan a’ssassir_xat—
ed Sen. Robert F. Kennedy
while “in a trance,” his defense
said Friday.

“There is no doubt,” attorney
Emile Zola Berman fold Sir-
han’s first-degree murder jury,
"‘and we have told you this from
the beginning: That he did, in
fact, fire the shot that kllled
Sen. Kennedy.

“The . killing. was unplanned
and undeliberate, impulsive and
without premedltationor mal-
ice, totally a product of a sick,
obsessed mind and personali-
ty-"

. The slight 24-year-old Sirhan,
a Palestinian Arab, began fidg-
eting as Berman continued,
‘NO VOLUNTARY CONTROL’

‘At the actual moment of the
_|shooting, he was out of contact
|with reality, in a trance in
which he had no voluntary con-
.|trol over his will, his judgment,
his feelings or his action.”
Berman said Sirhan was an
admirer of Kennedy until short-
ly before the assassination,
when the 42-year-old = Senator
from New York advocated send-
ing jet planes to Israel.

““That did it!” Berman added
of events which he said led Sir-

han into a weird world of fanta-
sy and hatred.

UNAWARE OF CONTENTS

Sirhan was unaware of the
contents of the opening state-
ment until Berman began deliv-
ering it. At one point the defend-
ant became agitated and tried
to rise but was restrained and
calmed by defense investigator
Michae] A. McCowan. The latter
said Sirhan wanted to give his
own version to the jury of some
of Berman's remarks,

When Berman—a bald 686-
year-old New Yorker who is one
"lof three defenders—finished his
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20-minute opening statement to
the jury of eight men and four

.|women, the state began calling

witnesses to try to prove that
Sirhan shot Kennedy June 5,
1968, with malice and premedl-
tation. = -
CALIF. PE!\IALT!ES
Premeditated murder in Cali-

‘lfornia_carries a penalty of life

imprisoniment or death in the
gas chamber, with the jury
making the cholce if it convicts.

First eyewitness to the shoot-

ing to take the stand was Karl|

Uecker, husky blond maitre d’
at the Ambassador Hotel where,

'|in a kitchen area, Kennedy was

shot - after . proclaiming victory
in California’s Damocraﬂc pres-

[idential primary.

In a German actent, Uecker
told of leading the New York
Senator by the ‘hand into the

‘(kitchen area after Kennedy had

addressed supporters in an ‘ad-
jacent ballroom.
“I felt something moving in

| between a steam table and my

stomach,” Uecker - continued,
his hands gesturmg mphatical—

ly.

“The next thing I did was |
heard something like a fire-
cracker. I heard another shot.
Mr. Kennedy was falling out of
my hand. I realized there was
somebody in front of me with a

GRABBED FOR GUN

“I saw a man with a gun in
his hand. I started grabbing for
the gun. I had my arm around
his neck in a headlock trying to
get the gun away . . . The man
kept on shooting. 1 “don’t know.
how many shots he fired. He
was trying to drag his right
(gun) hand away from me.”

“Asked if he saw the man in
the courtroom, Uecker stood up,
pointed at Sirhan seated across
the courtroom well, and said,
“Right over there.”

5, Sirhan smiled self cbmcmus-

Uecker said he was supposed
to take the senator downstairs

where unother cr_owd was wait-

ing for him to make a speech.
“But someone said ‘no, he's
going to the press room" and I
said “this way, senator’ ' and
led him to the kitchen area,
i
1s not p! eadmg legal in-
};ﬂ in his defense. Rather,
wyers are relying on a
California precedent of dimin-
|ished responsibility.
i| Under this, a defendant may
-|be legally sane yet still not re-
s\sponsible for his actions be-
.|cause of his mental or emotion-
t|al background.
3| Berman went right to the
-|heart of the diminished respon-
sibility rule when he sald at the
outset of his opening statement.
1“The evidence in this case will
disclose that the defendant, Sir-
han Sirhan, is an  immature,
emotionally dlstlxbed and men-
tally ill youth.” -
-« ‘HORRORS OF WAR’
Beginning at the age of three,
Berman said, Sirhan was ex-
.| posed to the horrors. of the 1947
‘|war between Palestinian Arabs.
‘land Zionist Jews.
7| “Berman, himself -Jewish, con-
tinued: “He was exposed fo the|
most severe repeated scenes of
war with such effects upon him
to leave their mark upon his
personality all during his life,
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up to and including the pres'
ent.”

Under such stress, on severa'l
occasions, Berman said, “Hgq
went into a spell, he stiffened,
his face contorted, he was out ol
contact with reality and lost &ll
sense of where he was or what
was happening around him.” - |

When the family emigrated to
the United States in 1957, Ber-

‘man said, Sirhan encountexed
Afurther stresses in his home life,

education and in various Odd
jobs,

In 1966, Sirhan was th.wwn
from a horse and knocked 1~
conscious. v o

“‘He complained about head
aches,” Berman said of the aft-
ermath of the fall, “became
more and more irritable, brood-
ing, quick to anger and preocep-
pied with fanatical obsessions’ of
hatred, suspicion and distrust.
He took to long hours of reading
works on the power of the




mind.” < A
On June 2, 1967, Berman wént
on, Sirhan wrote a tract enti-
tled: “Declaration of Wir
against American Humanity,""-
Before the trial recessed f'or
the weekend three more eyewit-
nesses identified Sirhan as Ken-
nedy’s killer. e
One, Edward Minasian of. the
Ambassador Hotel catering ;de-
partment, said Sirhan was
asked after the shooting why.he
did it and replied: “Let me ex-
plain, I can explain.” .
Another, busboy Juan Rome-
To, said he placed a rosary in
the hand of the fallen Kemnedy
and exhorted him: “Come on,
Senator, you can make it!”
“Then his head dropped
back,” Romero said. -
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