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Sirhan in 'Trance, Defense Says

LOS ANGELES (AP)—Sir-
han Bishara Sirhan’s defend-
ers said today that at the mo-
ment Sen. Robert F, Kennedy
was shot, Sirhan “Wwas out of
contact with reality, in a
trance in which he had no
voluntary control over his
will, his judgment, his feel-
ings or his action.”

The 24-year-old Jordanian
was pictured as “an imma-
ture, emotionally disturbed
and mentally ill youth ‘‘who
wrote in a me.mm-andtm at
the time, of the" 1967 Arabs-
raeli war that*he wants to
be recorded by history as the
man who mggered off the
last war.”

EMILE ZOLA Berman, one
of three attorneys defenmng\
Sirhan on a charge he mur-
dered Kennedy, told. the jury
in arguments that Sir-
han had fantasies in which
“he was often a hero and
saviour of the people.”

“In the realities of life, how-
ever, he was small, helpless, .
isolated, confused and be-
wildered by emotions- over
which he had no control. He

‘was unable to plan or think
| clearly, unable to maintain
any meaningful direction to
his life,”” the attorney said.

Thus Berman set the stage
for a defense that will not
deny that Sirhan shot Ken-
nedy but will rely on psychi-
atric testimony to plead a de-
fense of “diminished respon-
sibility.”

IN CALIFORNIA, dimin-
ished responsibility recognizes
that a defendant may be
legally sane yet not fully re-
sponsible for his actions.

. Berman said Sirhan bought '
the death gun six months be-||

fore the June § assasmnaunn.
of Kennedy to use for sport

-and found that shooting “gave
'him a strange semse of re-

lease.”

Berman said Sirhan “ad-
mired and loved” Kennedy.

“Then came another shot,”
Berman said. “In early June
of 1968 Sen. Kennedy . . .
said in essence that if he were
president that he would send.
50 Phantom jets to Israel.

“That did it!”

BERMAN SAID *“Sirhan

" will tell you himself from this

witness stand that he never
thought he ever would kill
Kennedy but that through his
mystic mind power he could

" fantasize about it and relieve

that feeling of emptmess in-
side him."”

- “We have 'told you that
from the beginning that he
did in fact fire the shot that
killed Sen. Kennedy, Berman
said.

“The killing was unplanned
and undeliberated, impulsive
and without premeditation or
malice, totally a product of a '
sick, obsessed mind and per-

sonality.

AT THE A(.'I'UAI:. moment

‘of shooting he was out,pf con-

‘tact with reality,-in a trance

"in ‘which he had no voluntary

contro] over his will, his judg-
ment, his Lfeelings or his ac-
tion. "

_Berman said the " defense

gamut of

‘and known and accepted psy-

chological tests.”

These witnesses will prove,
Berman said, “Sirhan did not
have the mental ca to
have the mental states that
are the essential elements of
murder: namely, to maturely
and meaningfully te, _
deliberate or reflect on the
gravity of the fact, nor form

anmtenttokﬂlnor harbor
malice t as these
are defined by the laws of |
California.” '

BERMANb ogingmmﬂ:e his
statement by gi jury
of eight men and four women
Sirhan's b Sirhan
was born in Palestinian Jeru-
salem in a sector held by
Jordan and now held by
Israel. Iy

“Sirhan was 3 years old |
when war broke out between
Palestinian Arabs and Zionists
in Palestine in 1942, Bennan
said. by
The street where Sn-han
lived, he said, became the
dividing line between the
Jews on one side and the
Arabs on the other; the build-
ing he lived in became a ma-
chine gun nest and one might
his home was bombed.

The Sirhan family, father,
mother, five sons and one
daughter, fled to an Orthodox
Christian convent and never
went back to their home.

- SIRHAN “WAS exposed to
most, severe. scenes
of war with such effects upon
il periiiaily. sk Qiting s
life up to and mcluding the
present,” Berman said.

Sirhan saw a little girl’s leg
blown off by a bomb and went
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into a spell, Berman said.
Sirhan had “severe reaction
spells from the horrors of
war which occurred again and
again,” Berman said. “Once a |
bomb exploded and Sirhan !
went -into a spell and re-
mained in a trance for four
days,” he added.
On - another occasion, a
“bomb tore apart the body of
|a man and again Sirhan lost
contact with reality, - !
THE SIRHAN family came |
to America in 1957 when Sir- |/
han was 12 but the father re-
turned to Jordan seven |
monthg later. Fin
Young Sirhan attended Muir
1 ‘High School “where he always ||
felt himself an outsider — ||
- someone who didn’t belong.” |'
“Preoccupied with fanatical
obsessions of hatred, sus-
| picion and distrust, he took to
long hours of reading works
on the power of the mind,”
Berman said, It was in June, |
| 1967, that Sirhan wrote his |
memorandum which he en- |
titled, “Declaration of War
Against American Humanity,” |
Berman said. !
As soon as Berman fin- |
ished, the first state witness
‘| took ‘the stand. &
HE WAS A LOS Angeles po-
| lice officer, Albert LaBalle,
| who made wooden mockups of |
| the floor in the Ambassador |
Hotel and a larger detailed |
model of the kitchen area |

| where Kennedy was shot.
Berman

| move, provided newsmen with
| copies of his opening remarks

|cutor David N. Fitts did not

, in an unusual

before he made them in court.
i The prosecution in its open-
I ing arguments yesterday quot-
ed Sirhan as saying after Ken-
nedy was shot: “I did it for
my COIlntl'y." L
BUT IN outlining the state’s
first-degree murder case
against Sirhan yesterday, prose-

identify the country in the quo-
fation. Sirhan, 24, was born in
Jordan; but has lived in the
United States since age 12. ‘He
has been pictured as an ardent
Arab nationalist.
_ Emile Zola Berman, one of
the three defense attorneys, was
to make his opening statement
today. In it, Berman was ex-
pected to pave the way for a de-
fense of diminished responsibili-
ty aimed at saving Sirhan from
the gas chamber. e S|
Kennedy was shot in a kitchen|
hallway of the Ambassador Ho-
tel early last June 5 after ad-
dressing -a' victory celebration.
He £gd E;;lst won the California
ential primary. ;
lJreFI'I'l‘S ‘SAID Rafer* Johnson,
the former decathlon ehampion,
helped disarm Sirhan and then
asked, “Why did you do it, why
did you do it?” Sirhan's reply,
Fitts said; was, “I will explain.”
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