Sinarquists Covet Texas and California,

They Seek to K'ee'p Alive Trre-|

dentist Spirit Among Mexicans

This is the concluding article in a series on,the activities of the
Sinarquist movement in the U.S. A. /3] = = - =
" By Hezz H. F. Eonav 7 [ =) TV
g%T Lhe spread of Sinarquism, Mexico’s native brand of fas-
v )’" _cism, among thousands. of Mexicans.and Americans .of

l&pe  Mexicap.descent exas and California, is not accidental.

Th¢ Sinarquists have never recognized that these two
states rightfully e-U. S. A, This country is still con-
sidered “the common enemy,” according to Mexico en 1960, one of
the .'mt?sts vji{:iouspieces,of'- fascist-propaganda distributed in war- |
time U. S. A. ‘ : -

In this booklet, the U. S, 'A. is
accused of having “planned to
break up all the strength upon
which our [Mexico] grandeur was
founded . . . In 1847 she [the
U: 8. A.] boldly invaded our land
and took possession of half of it.”—
i.¢., Texas and Califorina.

Jt is-this attitude of-the- Sinar-

quists which gives meaning to.

Paint .13 .of the Sinarquists’™ “16
. Principles” that Mexico’s sons must
be “worthy of their fatherland- and
reclaim- as well as honor and re-
spect it.” A

Another Sinarquist statement
speaks of Sinarquism’s task “to
bring about Mexicos fulfilment: of
her appropriate destiny in America
and in the world,”" -

A Mexican Irredenta

. While the ultimate, purpose of
Sinarquism in the U, S. A. seems to
be to win Texas and California
back for Mexico, its immediate task
is to create an active- irredentist

movement among Mexicans and |

Ameéricans of Mexican ~descent|.
N x - »;

which can serve as'a “fifth column” |

in due time. .
The first meeting of all Sinar-
uist chiefs in the U. S. A. took
place in EI Paso, Texas; on
- Sept. 27, 1942. But already long be-
fore this date crack Sinarquist or-
anizers, sent out from Mexico
ity, toured the U. S. A. to con-
. tact sympathizers -and set up local
committees to carry on the Sinar-
quist propaganda work. -

As early as July 17; 1941, El
Sinarquista ran an article entitled
The Diary of a Sinarquist Leader
on a Trip from Mexico City to
Tucson.

The diary reveals that the tour
was undertaken on orders from
Sinarquist headquarters in Mexico
CiEy. It reads in part:

Abascal [then Sinarquist su-

.a mission—to give impetus to the

. meeting, the organizers spoke and

preme chief] has assigned me to

Sinarquist movement in the states
of Sonora (Mexico) and the two
Californias.” :

Since then Sinarquist organizers
from Mexico City have frequently

come to the U. S. A.
Tactics Described

El Sinarquista of 1942 describes
how a local committee was set up
by regional organizers in the Belve-
dere district of Los Angeles. At a

showed films, and a few months
later the newspaper reported a first
official committee meeting, the ap-
pointment as chiel of Benito Covar-
rubias, formerly of Watts, and the
attendance of 30 persons to see a
film of Sinarquist activities in
Mexico. - T ; .
A factor of great_importance. in
the establishment of” local Sinar-

quist committees is the coopera-
tion which the Sinarquists some-

Notess

times receive from local Mexican
priests.

The contrast between Los An-
geles and San Antonio, both cities
with large Mexican communities;
is in point. In San Antonio, where
Father Carmelo Tranchese of the
Guadelupe Church is more inter-

{ ested in improving living conditions
{than in politics, the Sinarquists did

not- succeed in setting up a_ Jgcal
committee. But in s gAnocls
where a large Sinarqilist group e
ists, Fa ecofof
the Guadelu efénd-
ed - o

“I" know,” said Father Canseco
in a statement carried by the Na-
tional Catholic Welfare Conforenme
News perusee and reprinted in the
Polish %&?Mﬁﬁﬁmﬁi_of Sept.
10, 1942, “that the American Sinar-
quist sympathizers . . . are made
up of young men and women' of
the highest integrit%:.” i

Another factor that has helped
the Sinarquists-in-theirpropa anda
and ‘organizational drive is the fas|
vorable reception their ideas hav"f;_
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Here are samples of Sinarquist propaganda distributed }inigﬁg'Mexiéans and Spanish-speaking

Americans in this country.




| SYNARCHISM «
its PROGRAM

- ~~Authorized by the- -
§ de-rlmt of Information

IVM Symaaﬁdf Wm
A Civic Movemant which endeavors 2
1o reestablish Qu'nﬁnu

Los Angeles Sinarquist head-
quarters - distributes - this
pamphlet. :

recelyed by a number of Spa.nl.sh—
language papers in the Southwest.

, enith Slnarqmsm,
but never. exposed its true nature
and- its threat to democracy.

When a:group of Mexican depu-

ties demanded the  dissolution of

the - Sma.rquists, ‘La_Prensa said
editorially on Dec. 28, 1942:.

“The "Mexican’ depu‘ues show
their lack of democratic principles
and ' their unavowed intentions of
dwidm the Mexican family at this
cntlcalpimur by appointing a com-
mittee to- ask President Camacho
to-dissolve the Sinarquist and Na-

yior -,partles_
7 Iso- be,en pralsed
_important’ c]gncal
he Southwest.- La
ished bv the Chre

}

retian/ Fathers in Los.Afgeles;
Forrireatalica, a Jesutt weekly

0

Antonie, all cons pologists o

‘Tanco dictators 1p in Spain, have
expressed ' their predilection for
Sinarquism, -

As early as Dec. 1, 1540, La
Esperanza published an article ‘on
‘Sinarquism - released by the Na-
tional Catholic Welfare Conference
News Service: It prefaced- the
article thus:_

article because -of the increasing
importance which thlS movement | 5
. . . is assumin e movement,
because of its Eemdedly “Catholic
and nationalistic position, is being
hailed by many as the surest hope
for the regeneration of Mexico.”

All this makes the influential and
widely-read Mexican press of the
Southwest a valuable carrier of
"propaganda,

Failure to Act -

If Mexican papers in the South-
west publicize the Sinarquist move-
ment, it may be due.at least in
Els;rt to the fact that they do not

ow its true character. Respon-
sible for their ignorance are the
U. S. government agencies charged
with  disseminating information
among our Spanish-speaking . mi-
nority.

A drive to inform the Spanish- |
speaking population of the South-
west about U. S. war aims and win
them .to  more -active participation
in  the war. effort was announced
in 1942. But next to nothmg has
‘been done.

’Co-o dmator
of Interamerican ai?a:rs a‘ithough

The. Office of t
‘charged  with developlng Inter-

L? Yaz, official
m}\ iocgse of San |probl

. we hasten to translate this |-

American work within the U, S, A
has done nothing to show that :
understands the Mexican minorit
em in the Souﬂlwest and b
its “do-nothing” poliey: has alien
ated many otherwise helpful ele
ments among Mexicans.

One of the fruits of the failur
of both federal and local govern
ment agencies, to solve the Mexicar
problem in the Southwest were the
so-called “Zoot-suit” riots in Los An-
geles which made the headline:
about a year ago,

The basic causes of the riots—
dlscrlmmatlon, poverty, insecurity

d the low social status of the
Mexicans—play into "the hands of
the Sinarquists.

Sinarquism’s Utopian program
of prosperity and social peace, and
its extremely nationalistic aspira-
tions for the future of Mexico, read-
ily appeal to our. underprwﬂeged
Mexican minority. :

The failure of 1ocal state and
federal authorities to redress their
grievances has seriously under-
mined the Mexican’s: confidence in
the U, S. government and:democ:
racy. As long as their social ‘and
economic grievances are mot heed-
ed, they will be easy prey for a
movement which exploits these
complaints, Like all fascist move-
ments, Sinarqguism.offers much psy-
cholog;cal compensation " to - those
whose self-respect ‘has been hurt.

Needed Remedles-

- Two factors work in favor of
Sinarquism in' the U:"S;" A.-One is
the  con'tinued diserimination
agdinst ' Mexicans.- Its elimination
depends on vigerous ‘action by re-
sponsible government ‘agencies as
muech as civic organizations.

The second factor is the con-
tinued propaganda in its behalf
by some American clergymen and
clerical- publications. The remedy
lies in' prompt and decisive counter-.
action by responsible leaders of the
Catholic church in disavowing sup-
port of a foreign political ‘move-
ment which clearly plays the fascist

| game.




