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Dpositions - Richard M., SIS, April 6 end 8, 1964, 7 H 158-86

Sims bes been a homicide detective since 1957. He was with Fritz st the Trade Mart
a% the time they lesrne? of the President's e ssassimation, zbout 12:40 v.. He
went to the hospitel, where Chief Curry sent him back to the Look Jepository.

Sims is snothsr case of s men who remembers nothing, is not asked searching
questions to find out vwhether in fact he does remember anything, or v;hy he doesn't
remember anything. He is extsedingly careful to ssy nothing involving any super-
lor. He remembers Oswzld was questi one_d, he remembers he questioned Oswald, he
remembers none of the questions he ssked and none of the answers (swald gsve. On
such things as Oswald's life in Russia vwhich he admits Oswaeld discussed, he remem-
bers none of the detsi ls. He remembers Oswsld talked about his wife btut doesn't
remember a thing Oswald said abouh her. A%t no point does any of the members of the
Comission's staff who examine him, snd there are three, think thet his laeck of
memory is at all unusual, especially in a traipnsd mesn, like = detective, snd es-
peciaelly asbout such sn incident. The TFresident doesn't get qusassinrzted in Egllas
every day. But Sims is aboslutely consistent, He remembers absolutely nothing.
He had s few notes which it turns cut were made suvsecuently, and the notes he
made at the time were destroyed, snd fron these he cen recall dates and descrip-
tions of peonle snd thincs like thet.

Sven s man with a bad memory would reneanber soms thing. Those thinss he
couldn't snswer by saying he didn't remember, he snsversd by sayinz he didn't
know. He said he kept no notes of any of the interrogetions. Ifor wss he ever
asiced why.

Nonsthele ss, there mre significent elements in 3ims' testimony haviqg to
do vith the menner in wh'ch Osweld wsas trested, with the menner in which he was
identified, and the cus:tion of Uswald's rights, both legal snd ciffil. There are
also 8 few things 1L conmider odd that T will noint out as I go throurh his testi-

mony page by psge.
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Sims is so absolutely c:nsistent in his fsilure to recall that even things
thet, without doub®t, he absolutely did recsll, he dossn't recall snd be is not
asked sabout them. For exsmple, there is no doudbt thet s homicide detective in
Dallas was we¢ll acquainted with both the Seerat Service and 98I azents ststioned
in th:t city. Yet he dors not recsll their nsmes as participants in interrogs-
tions of Oswald,

The police snecial service hiresu is identifisd by Sinms ss "a combination
of vice, narcoties, snd undercover work."

He ssys thot when they got to the Yepository 3ldz., “hey ~ot on the frant
slevator, a pessenger elevshtar, went up to about the third floor and then went to
the back of she building ond got on the freight elsv-tor. He said they noted
officers on sll floors as they procesded. He said they stopped off on the second
floor. Then they kept on oing um, "t enywsy we got off at the seventh floor

"
s e

At no poin% is he esked why the chiet of homicide and his sssistsnt, cer-
teinly knowing thet the shots reportedly cesme fraz the si'xth.floor, possibly from
the fifth floor, went to the sevemth instead., The only floors speeifically not
mentiomed by Betective Sims sre the Tifth and the sixth. Would not the most
likely place for the:m to hawe rmroceeded immedistely have been the sixth floor?

They were on ti= seventh floor when they heard the shout snnouncing the
discovery of the empty cortridzes on the sixth. (p.1860) They went to the sixth
floor, using the 2levatdr to go dovwn the one flisht. There they found the empty
dartridze shells as described by other witnezsss. They were assursd the shells
were as they had been on discovery. Ife doesn't remesber vhether Day or Studebsker
tooic the nicturrs. He do-sn't remember i £ *hey both had cemerss, But he knows
pictur-s wsre tsiten., hen the rifle was found:

"ir. Sims. Then, we .wsat over to where the rifle was found.

r. Ball. Did you see the rifle%
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Mr. Sims. Yes; I saw the rifle.

kir, ©all. ‘“here was the rifle?

kir, Sims. It was layinz there n=sar a stsirway, partially cover:d by some
paper."” (p.161)

I want to point out two thinss about this: TFirst, that when Sims ®kd is
specific, which he rarely is, be sald that the rifle wss "partially coverzd by
sane paper". Uf coars:s, he could be wrong, but if he is right, the pictures are
wrong. Second, here we heve snother officer who clambered all over the boxes,

We know that Eangc d@d, we know that Boone did, we know thst Studebaker did to the
degree ﬁthe photographed parts of his body in teking the pictures, we know that
newsresl photogrerthers did, and it would seem to be gpretty safe assumphion that
Weitzman Gid. Wheth:r or mot snyone slse did, didn't this destroy any opportunity
of taking fingerorints? I have still seen no testimony on whether or not fingsr-
prints were teoken in this srea. Sims saw the photogresphs of the rifle being taken,
tut be is um ble o ssy who took them. At this point, he returned to ecity hall.
(p.161) T

Note thet in the following excerpt he is not asked another importsnt cues-
tion, & seemingly central one, "When?":

"iir, Bell. Did you ever see a papsr begy

Mr. Sims. Well, we sew some wranpints - brown Wranping there.

“r. 2811, There did you s=s 1t%

Mr., Sims. It wes thers by tte hulls.

lir. Ball. Was it right thers near the bulls?

Lir. Sims. As well ss [ remembsr - of course, I ddn't pay too much atten-
tion 3t thot time, bus it was, I believe, by the esst side of whers the boxes weee
piled up - that would be a guess -~ I believe thet's vhere it was." (p.162)

TThy would a homicide dstective, one who is supposed to be skilled end

trained, say, "of crurss, I ddn't pay much attention ..." with regsrd to the bag,

-
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a

which the Commission and presumsbly She police ressrd ss k= central piece of
piece of evidence? ILspecially is this true in the ;i;;tof a rzshonse a couple

of sentences later, "when the wrenper was found Ceptuin Fritz stationed Johnson
and Hontzorery ... " These are police officers who he said wers told to stay
there. Of himself, he said, "I wes ginz back 2nd forth, from the wranper to the
hulls." So he, too, iusediateiy considered the wrapper of significence. But with
all of this, especially the traffic from the empty certridges to ths wrawnper, he
didn't notice anything about the boxes pilerd up by the window, which were in be-
tween the two places, and the two placss were, to begin with, very close together.

They got back to city 11l about 2:15, having first stopped off to see the
sheriff who had asked for an interview with Capt. fritz. Iesnwhile, two police
officers had been ststioned to protect both the certridge shells and the wrapper.
He helped Lt. Day in picking up the hulls, as he puts it. Hote that when this
was done is not at tuis noint ssked. It is confused in the testimony with the
return to eitv hall. (p.162)

Sims do=su't remember if Li, Dsy took cherge of the kulls, znd "I dm 't
remember if he took them in his possession then or not." He seys he picked them
up snd put them in =n envelope Lt. sy held open. 4Asked, "You didn't take them
in your possessiocn, dd you?", he repli=d, "Ho, sir; I don't believe T did."

Lerry, note that 8ll of them give differ:nt and contredictory testimony
shout what happened to the certridges, at thst time certainly the only tangible
evidence they had, hencs, the most importsnt =vidence they had. Subseguehtly, all
chenged their stories about who did +hat with the shells when, who had them or
didn't hsve them. This includes Sias, too.

On thair return "o eity hsll, they were informed of the spprshension of
Oswald. (p.163) He saw Us+tnld r the first tize about 2:20 p.m. They then go
into the first interrogstion. EHe recalls Hossy and Sookhout, the two FBI men. by

name snd ss being there. Tut thet is all he remembers:
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"ir,
Mr.
Lir.

ir.

?';‘Ir a

Ball.
Sias.
Ball.
Sias.

2ell.

to what was said

Iir.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

that time.

si::ls .
Bell.
Si_'ls -

Eall.

Mr. Sinms.

Did you mele notass of what was seid at that time?
No, sir; I didn't.
Did your partner, Boyd, make notes, do you think?
I Gon't know if he did or mot. |
vt
Do you have snything froa which you can refresh your memorjfy as
in th#t interrozestion:
o, sir.
You have some memorv of whst was ssid, don't you?

Well, mot the exect wording or the exact quastions.

Give us ymar memory of the substsnce of what was ssid there at

dell, I couldn't say that. I know that it consisted of his

name and whers he lived and things of that nsture, snd where he worked.

Hr.

Ball.

Now, %t8ll us sll you cen remember, even thouzh it is not com-

plete, just tell us @s much as you can remember?

fr. Sins. I don't remember - I know, like I say, hei'ssked him his name

and vhere he worked snd thinvs of that nature.

lir.

Mr,

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

r.

#hat cueasions he

Hr.

ir.

i
Talvy

Zall.

Siuzs.

nall.

Sims.

Dall.

Sims.

lall,
oins.

“all.,

Hr, Sinms.,

Did they ask him whether or not he hed killed Tippit?

Yes, sir; I believe he did. .

That did he say¥

He said, 'No.?

2id they ask him if he had shot the President:

I don't remeuber pow what = I wouldn't want to say Tor sure
did ask hiwm.

Tho did the cuestioningy

Ceptain sritz.

Did snyone slss ask him questisns®

Tell, I dn't know if they did or not.
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Mir. Ball. Did you ask him sny auestionsy

¥r. Sims. o, sir." (p.164)

He also doesn't remember whether Uswald was hendeuffed, doesn't remember
whether Oswald compleined sbout being hendcuffed with his hends uncomfortably
behind his back. (p.164)

He now says th:t they went into Vapt. “ritz's olfice at 2 and stayed there
with Oswald until the fir st showup @t 4:05, but he doesn't recall whether Oswald
wss in Capt. fritz's office ell the time or had, for part of the time, been in
the interrosstion room. He seys he talked with Oswald after the time of "he show-
up, but dossn't remember snything about it, but then he remembers the safe things
end says he ssked Oswald, lster, ebout his life in Russie end sbout his militery
service. Bub he docsn't remembsr enythiny Oswald ssid on these subjects. THe then
mekes this comment sbout the thin:s Oswsald taslked about: "I - well, I don't know
- T heve talted to him both places, ani I don't know - T know he wouldn't talk at
211 sbout the asssssinstion of the President of of officer Tinpit, wut he would
telk ebout his life in Russia snd some things over here and, ebout his family and
things." (p.165)

Asked sbout Oswsld's commenf on Russis, Sims replied, "Well, he said he
worked in a factory sand he liked everything over these except the westher." Oswald
hardly said enybthing like thet. He mey not have liked *he weather, tuit it is
abundently c¢lezr, and Oswald wes always willins to talk wbo %, the many aspects
of life in *he Soviet Union *hat he detested. I have not seen a reference any .
place to any fsvorsble comment on this subject by Ograld. The fact is that he made
nublic speeches ageinst rhe Sovi et Union. Sims's suddes recollection after the
long series of failures to romember thet precede snd follow the statement male his
motive in reca)lins this ralse ststement suspecs.

He conducted the f£irst lineup =t sbout 4:05. (p.168)



7 - Sims

First there is a general discussion of the lineups or showup (they use the
terms interchenzesbly) with s descrivtion of the room and thin s of thst sort,
Then Pall asks, of the people in the lineup, "How were they dre-sed?"” He gets no
ansver and st this point he seeks no other snswer. They were all hendcuffed to-
gether. It turns out thst, in the first lireup, 3 were policemsn or employees of
the police department snd the 4th was Oswsld. Oswald here wzs in the Wo. 2 posi-
tion. It turns out that, insofar as Sims tsstifies about Oswsldi's position in the
lineup, he was alwsys in the No. 2 nosition. It is interesting to note that when
the witnesses testify sbout hsvirg identified Oswsld, they alweys refer to him in
the same msmmer: "I pick Wo. 2." This is mt the only unusual saspect of the
lineup, wut it is an sbsolutely certein mesns by which witnesscs could identify
the proper msn, had there been any such influencés &t work. (p.167)

After & brief deseription of %he police personnel who were in bthe lineup
with Oswald, there is some fruitless conversation about cuestions ssked during the
lineup. This exchange with respect to Osweld follows:

"Mr. 28ll. Did he protest any? Yk

Mr. Sims. Xo, sir. |

Mpr. ®all, Did he ssy thot he hed a T-shirt on snd no one else had s T-
shirt on? . .

Mr, Sims. No, sir; now, I think the showup that I didn't conduct the nsxt
day, I believe he refusad to enswer cuestions or ssid something sbout T=ghirt
or something." (p.l68.

This is in complete accord with Oswald's complsint to the police as re-
fleectad in the interrogstion report printed in -~he sppendix to the report. It is
also consistent with what follows. The police slways hsd Uswald distinctive. 4s
8 metter of fact, the questiong{ doss not come up &% any point in any of the in-

terrogstion, but Osweld wos the only battered snd druised men in the lineup.
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The abeve was cuoted Irom p.l68 sné whst follows from pp.l69-70 is without

omizsion of any kind:

"ilr,
Hr.
Hr.
Mr,
Lir.
Mr.

like that.

bal1l, Vere these men hanicuffed at this time?
Sims. Yes, szir; they were handcuffed.

Ball., 'lere they dressed the same?

Sims. I believe so; yes, sir.

Bgll. lere they dregsed differently than UOswald?

Sims. Yes; I know they didn't have the color of clothesf on or things

Ball. Did they have ties on?%
Sims. I don't recell if they did or not.
881l. Oswasld had 8 T-shirt on, didn't he?

Sims. He had on 8 brown shirt, some kind of a brown shirt, end he had

a vhite T-shirt on underne=th thset.

Mr .
Mr.
Mr,

Mr.

Ball. Undernesth that¥
Sims, Yes; underneath that. i

Dall. His clothes were roucher looking then the other men?

Sims, Tell, I don't imsgine that he would be dressed as nice as the

of ficers were, as far as their clothes.” (pp.l69-70)

There are 2 further significent excerpts from p.l70 which follow:

"Mr.

ducted the

I Mr.
Lir,
lir.
Mr.
M

Hr,

Sims. Well, the second showup, I'm not positive, but I believe I con-

second showup."

EE
Bell, Now, zive us the order of the secord showup?

Sims. Numbered the same for the second showup.
3a'1l. The mame nunbers:

Uins. Yes, sir.

Ball. The s=m meny

Sims. Seme men snd same numbers,” (p.l170

o oo, g,
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Therasfter they eliminated the 2 policemen, mt kept the jeil clerk in the
lineup. ‘Then asked on this occasion who was the second men in the lineup, Sims
replied, "No. 2 was Lee Harvey Uswald." (p.17l) On the cuestion of Oswsld's dress
at the #i-e:

"iir, 3gll. 'Yas be dressed differently then the other thr=e at that time?

Mr. Sims. ell, he wos dressed differently but I don't know - how differ-
ently he was dress=d.

Mr. Zall. That did he hsve on?

lir, Sims. He still had on the sane clothes he was arrested in, so fer as
I know,

MMr, Ball. In a1l three showups he had on the same clothes you described
before?

Mr, Sims. I believe he did." (p.172)

It thus becomes cleer from the testimony of the policemsn who, at least
in part, wss in cherge of the lineup, that the police did what they could to make
the identification of Usweld as close as possible to automafpic.

after the first exchanse on the lineup, hey return to the intserrogstion.
(p.168) Pradictably, Sims did not recell the names of the FEIL or Secret Service
azents who participated. He sgsin is consistent in uis lsck of rscollection:

"iir. Ball. Did you mke any no.es of vhat waes ssid at that time%

Mr. Sims. No, sir; I rever d4id meke any notes of sny of the interrogstion.

Mr. mall. Do you remember anyitingthat was seid st 4:207

Mr. Sims. XNo, sir; I couldn't.

ir. Pall. Do you have sny memory at sll?

Lr., Sims. INo.

p. all, Could you wske any kind of an attempt to testi:y to what you
h=serd thers"

Mr. Sims. o, sir; I couldn't say for sure whet wss said or whet he told
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Captein Fritz or the sgents either." (p.169).

Thereafter, Sims, admittiag, "Well, I know = good many of them here, "
still insists he doesn't remember which FBI or Secret Service sgents wers there.
(p.169)

Ball switches to Sims' report in which "you wentioned thst a murdszr com-
plaint was sizned by Fritz that evening?" Sims savs he and Oswsld were both
pressnt (p.l70), ss wss Justice of the Péace Dave Johnston snd Asst. District
Attorney Bill inderson, as well es Detective Boyd, Sims' tartner. There was con-
versation between the officisls snd Oswald end Sims remembsred none of it. There-
sfter, there was snother interrogetion interrupsed briefly by asnother showup, snd
this time, with the questions by an F3BI agert, Sims remembered and gives his name.
But thet is all he remembered:

"Mr. Bell. Now, at 7:30 andFBI agent ceme in, didn't he, according to your
records?

Mr. Sias. Yes, sirj st 7:30 - we sat in the office with 'Oswsld snd !ir.
Chements of the FBI came in and interrogsted Oswsld. i s

¥r. Bzll. You and Zovd were there?

Mr. Sims. Yes, sir. |

Mr, Ball., 7het did Clements ask him? )

Mr, Si"s. I don't remewber the guestions he asksd him.

r. Ball. Did you hear what Gswald said?

Lir, Sims. Yes, sir; but I do n't remember what the enswers were," {p.171)

at for the

Apperently Oswald wasn't completely searched/first, either,#Z8Y/fH¥ testi-
mony reads,

"Mr. Bell. Now, durinz this tims, or sometime during this period - saue-
time between these three showups, you searched Usweld, didn't you?

lr. Sims. The first one; y=ss, sir.

lir. Ball. And thst was whst time¥
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lir, Sims. It was 4:05, I beliewve, but I will have to check my record here
and see (checking his record referrsd to).

Jr. Bell. Thet was after the sccond showup?

¥r. sis. No, sir; the first ocne,

ir, Lall., After the first showap?

showup.

lr. Sims. It was before the first skemxsxtierix®Fy

Mr. Ball. It was bsfore the first showup - the 4:05?

Mr., Sins, W¥Yes, sir.

after

r. Ball. and thst wag/the first interrogation?

Mr., Sims. Yes, sir.

Mr. Ball. And vhere were you when you first searched him¥%

Mr. Sims. We was in the holdover, in other words, the shcﬁmp room.

waited

Mr. Bsll. 'hen you took Oswald down for the first showup endxmafmizz in
the room outside, the showup room, you searched him?

Mr., Sims. Yes: Boyd snd I.

tir, Ball., Whet did you find? s

Mp. Sims. I found a bus trensfer §lip in his shirt pocket.

lir. Ball. And what else?

Mr, Sims. ‘ell, Boyd found some .38 cartridges in his pocket.

¥r, Ball. How many?

Mr. Sims, I dm't know = I have it here - I belisve it's five rounis of
.38 caliber pistol shells in his left front pocket.” (p.1l73)

But Osweld had been, at least in pert, sesrched before this. Dectective
Richerd S. Stofall, in his deposition of April 3 {J’? " 186-ff.), testified that
when "the o fficers brouzht Lee Harvey Uswsld into the homnicide bursau ... I went
in and asked him for his idszn¥ification, ... he had his billfold arnd in it he hsad

the identification of 'A. Hidell' ..."

“That do they do in *he Daelles police devartmsnt ~hen thsy have a murder
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suspect, let him go around armed to the teeth?
Asked to whom he turned over the fruits of the search of Oswald,

1

Sims again repeated his refrain, "I don't remember." He said he placed
the live cartridges in an envelope and again, "I don't know who that
was turned over to." (p.173)

that

Sims also testified At 8455 Oswald was fingerprinted. Is it pos-
sible gg wasn't fingerprinted earlier® At this time also the paraffin
test was made. (p.17L)%

He testified, with regard to the 8:55 fingerprinting, "I believe
they lasted a good owhile - I don't know how long."

He testified, "Well, at 11:30 p.m., Barratt and I.made out the ar-
rest sheets on Uswald."

Why was there such a long delay? Does this bear on the allggation
in Joesten's book that Oswald was charged with an unsigned affidavit?
(Note to Larry: Joesten's original source was the N.Y. Times and I am
getting a photostatic copy of his reference,) " i
Sims doesn't know if Uswald was present when Sims made out the arpest
sheets or not. He recalls the time of the occasion of the arrest sheets
in connection with Oswaldis"press confer?nce", which immediately followed
it:

"Mr. Ball. Why did pyou do that?

lMr, Sims, Because we were told to.

Mr, Ball. w#as that usual to do that?

My, Simm, Is it usual?

Mr. Ball. Yes/

Mr, Sims., Yes:; it's unusual,

Mr, Ball., TUnusual to do it?

Mr, Sims. Yes.
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Mpr., Ball, He didn't tell you why he did it?

Mr, Sims, FNo, sir.

Mr. Ball., w#hat did you do it for?

Mr. Bims. Just for the press, I believe.“.(p-é75)
In his lpng years in homicide, this was not, then, as represented by
Chief Curry and the others, the normal treatment that Uswald got and the
normal treatment that the press got.

Note that this was, in no sense, a press conference/for Oéwald.
Sims testified that "we kept him in there about 5 minutes ... " :In
short, ﬁardly time for Oswald to say anything %gdhe wanted to because

of the clamor described by everyone, including Sims, at this point of

questioning by an unsated press. Asked to say "exactly what Chief Curry

told you to do before you took him down there - what were his examt in-

" structions?" Sims reply was, "I don't believe Chief Curry said anything

to me," Then, in effect aeknowledgéng that he had specific orders, he
said, "Wwell, I couldn't say who gavé_me those specific orders.” Hef
persists in a failure to remember whether it was Curry or Fritz or
either until confronted with his notes which say merely that "Chief
Curry and Captain Fritz geme to Captain Fritz! office and told us to
take Oswald down ...". He still then persisté in saying, "I don't know
which one of them told us." He doeé, however, concede that one of them
did, Then, with further reference té the notes, it turns out they got
instrgctions from Chief Curry. Buqhe doesn't remember any of the ques-
tions asked of Oswald., He is prompted into recalling that Oswgld was
asked if and denied that he had shot the President. He doesn't recall
if this question wasgasked azout Tipppit and says, "it was just a bunch.

of g them hollering at him - Fhat's all I remember." (p.176.)
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When he got to work the next day,. they "checked" Oswald out of
jail, and took hém to Capt. Fritz's office for‘questioning at 10:25 a,.m,
This time, apparently after reference to his notes, he identifies FBT
dgent Bookhout, U.S. Marshal Robert Nash, and Mr. Keliey of the Secret
Service, as present. Higongtes say that he wag not present but that he
stayed in the hall with Bmgy during this interrogation, Theyreturned
Oswald to jail at 11:30. Taen he, ded, Hall and Dhority again "went to
Oswald's room at. 1026 North BIue.'cl«:le;y"' at instructions of Capt, Fritz:

"Mr, Ball. And what did you do out there?

Mr. Sims. 4de made another search of his room.

My, Ball. What do you mean by tsearch! - did you have a search
warrant? '

Mp, Sims. I don't remember if we had a search warrant or not.¥(B/17
After talking to the owners, MYr, and Mrs, Johnson, they went to Oswaldts
roor and: | | |

"Mr. Ball, And what did you see? N

Mpr, Sims, I think all we found in there waswé paper clip or some-
thing of that nature, I don't remember what it was,

‘Mr., Ball, A paper clip?

Mr, Sims., We dind't find anythingl

4p, Ball., Did you take anything away with you? d

Er. Sims., Yes, sir; we took the paper clip and a rﬁbber band or
something - I don't know what it was - it wasn't anything to speak éf, I
know, the room was clean." (p.177) |

This is an interesting thing. There had been a search the day be-
fore, with a search warrant and plenty of manpower. Is there any con-
ceiﬁable reason the Chief of Homicide would have sent these men to make

a further search unless he had reason to believe something remained to.

be found? But the room was absolutely clean.
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At 6 o'clock that night he and Detd8ctives Hall aﬁd Graves delivered -
Oswald to Capt. Fritz's office for further interrogation,cﬁ‘dahich he
knows nothing, saying he doesn't belisve he was there. And he doesn't
kn;; what he did after that. He is certain that he never did see Oswald
again, and he was.off the 2lith, | _ -
At this point, Ball completes his ¢ questioning, and Stern has a
few questions to ask, Théy relate initially to the ﬁemorandum Sims made,
but he doesnIt ; = des ; '
EExxauEskin knmadwhﬂn he made it, and he finally decixx_that it was
"the same week - yes, sir," which, it is cléar, it was not because he
~was already testified it was after the 2th, . He will not say if it was
“in 3 or L days. The document is ddentified as a Commission document,
not as an exhibit. Sims testified he preﬁared it from "notés and mémory."
It should have been obvious to them to ask him where he got the memory,
because Memory is the one faculty he really doesn't have. (p.178) |
But as.to the notes:
"Mr. Stern. And those notes were destroyed when the memorandum was
prepared? _ o
Mp, Sims. Mr, Boydd may have his . I don't have mine.," (p;179)
His ﬁemorandum on the third page says tbat'just after Lt, Day dusted

the rifle for fingerpriﬁts, an imd¥e unidentified man "called Captain

" Fritz, and he walked over to where the man was. This man gave Captain

Fritz the name of Lee'Harvey Oswald and his home address in Irving, Texas.
(p.179)

Prom other tebtimony, that of one of the men who had Oswald in cus-
tody when Oswald was first taken to the police-station, it is clear that
Pritz did nothing about this intelligence until after his return to his
office, and the area of othe Depository was crauling with officers and

radio police. Sims said he thought the man was some kind of a supervisor

. there. This is how he explained it:
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"Mr. Stern. Mr., Sims, what was your.impression of Oswald during
Friday and Saturday, what kind of man did he seem to you - what was his
demeanor like, what impression did you get about him and the way he was
conducting himself?;

Mr, Sims, +#ell, he conducted himself, I believe, better than any-
one I-have ever seen during interrogation. He was calm and.wamn't nervous
Mr, Stern. He knew what qudétions he wanted to answer and what

gquestions he didn't? .

Mr, Sims. He had the answers ready when you got through with the

questions." (p.180

Ilat

Then Stern asks if JOswald Jany point" complained about his treat-
ment "during the course of the day?" Sims answers negatively and replies
he offered Ogswald a cigarette, a drink, asked if he wanted to go to the

restroom, and things like that, and "I don't believe he ever accepted

any of them,"

ter this evasion:

T
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"Mr, Sims. In other words, most of the employees returned back to
their jobs after the assassination.

Mr. Stern. Do ‘you know whether any other employees were missing?®

Mr, Sims. No; I don't.

Mr. Stern. But as far as you know, that was the only name men-
tioned? IMentioned by the supervisor at the Book Depository? \ o
i - Mr, Sims. As far as I know; yes." (p.179) |

It is also true Oswald was not the only man ﬁissing. I have already
summarized the testimonyﬁrelating to Givens, who was not oniy missing but
was a police character with a narcotics record.

Stern-returns to the search of Oswaid_more’than two hours after he
was apprehended that Sims himself te;'_s,{-,ified he had made:

"Mp, Sims. No, sir; I don't remember anything else.

Mr, Stern. A wallet or identification éard?

Mr, Sims. No, sir; that had been taken off of him,"(p.180)

on the question of Oswald's composure and Stfﬁe of mind:

"Mr. Stern. But he was never complaining abouf his treatment)

Mr, Sims, Oh, he complained two or three times - I don't know what
it was about - about not having a lawyer or something., He said he wanted
a lawyer, and things of that nature. :

Mr, Stern, But not about his physical treatment?

Mr. Sims. No; I believe, he told us that - he was talking about his

eyé, and he told us that he déserved to get hit in the eye - I beliewve he

. said he deserved being hit in the evye.

Mpr, Stern. Why was that?
Mr, Sims. Because the officer had a right to do that - I believe

that's what he told us,

Mr. Stern. hat about obtaining a lawyer, what did he say about thai

lir, Sims, He said he wanted to obtain a lawyer., He named some law-
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yer up in New York.

~

Hp, stern. He said that to you wr to Captain Fritz in your pres-
ence? |

Mr. Sims., Well, I heard it - I don't know whether he said it to
me - whether he told it to Captain Fritz or he may have tqld—it to me,

Hr, Stern,  What was the response from the police officer in charge
at any time he mentioned geﬁting a lawyer?_.

Mr, Sims. I don't know what it was. I believe he used the tele-

phone." (p.82 180).

In the light of Sims'sfailure to recall almost everything, and in

the light &f his failure to recall any of Oswald's protests, Oswald:s
complaint about his lack of a lawyef must really have impfessed Sims.
As of the last time he aaw Oswald, Oswald was "still alert - quick,"
and then he adds the description, ==calm't. {p:181.)

Belin took aﬁother depbsition from Sims on the morning of April 8,.
196l.. This was only 2 days after the first geposition. He immediately
gets to the question of the cértridge ééses on the sixth flowr. Asked,
"Just for ke continuity of ﬁhe record, would you tell us just how you

came to see those hulls?" and Sims replied that he was on the seventh

floor with Capt. Pritz and his partner, Boyd, when they heard the shout

‘that the hulls had been found. He did not pick up the hulls at that time,

but awaited the arrival of Lt, Day, Asked if he watched the area until

the pictures were taken, he said, no, he didn't stay there all the time.
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Then:

"Mr, Sims. I was ovér there, I believe, when they finished up with
the pictures, and I picked the three hulls up and laid them on what I
believed to be a box of books there near the window, and Lieutenant Day
dusted them for fingerprints.

Mr, Belin, Then when your_testimony was taken, did you specifically
remember what you did those those hulls?

Mr, Sims. I didn't remember who brought the hulls to city hali.

Mr, Belin. Since that time havg you had an opportunity to refresh
youmfrecollection as o what happéned'to the hulls?

Mr, Sims._ Yes, sir; I talked to Captain Fri tz and E, L, Boyd, my
partmen, and refreshed my memory. |

Mr, Belin., What was said, and wbat_do'ﬁou now say happened?

Mp. Sims. Captain Fritz told me to get the hulls after Lj eutenant
Day finished with them and to také possesiion of them. |

My, Belin. ﬁpat did you do?

Mr. ®ims., I did that.

Mr. Belin, How did you take possession of them?

My, Sims. I placed them in an envelope and put them in my coat
pocket." (p.183)
ilhen they got to city hall, he gave them to Capt. Fritz, he says.
This trip to city kall was on the occasion of their "going to get started
on Oswald". |

He doesn't remember whether city hall gave thé envelope‘with the
bullets to Cépt. Fritz or put them on his desk:

"ir, Belin. How what cgused you to remember now what you actually
did with the fulls? I mean, what refreshed your recollection es to that?

Mp, Sims., Talked to Captain Fritz, and I remember we was goigg over

to where the rifle, someone had found the rifle in the meantime, and we
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was walking éver to whebte the rifle was found, and he told me to be sure
¥4 and get the hulls,
Mr, Belin., wWhat did you do then?
M Mr, Sims. Well, I went ovér to where the-rifle was fouﬁd, and
went back later to where the hulls were.
Mp, Belin. Wére the hulls still in the location you left ¢ them for
being dusted for fingervrints? '
Nr, Sims. Yes, sir; they were still taking pictures.
Mr. Belin., Were they still taking pictures, or dusting themd
Mr. Sims. I hadn't picked_fhem up. They were still, as far as <
can remember, taking pictures, because Capﬁain Fritz left-two offiéers to

preserve the scene.

Mr, Belin. When you got back, what did you do after they got
through with the pictures? '
: the
Mp, Sims., When he got through with that scenery I picked/hulls up.

Mr, Belin, Was it then that he dusted them, or what?

M r, Sims, Yes, mir." (p.184) ‘
Asked ; 5
fhether it was Fritz or Day who told Sims that he had taken the shells
to city hall or & whether Sims remember?gndepandently, Sims! nonresponsive
reply was that he remembered putting“théh in his coat pocket:

"Mr, Belin., Now, Dectective Sims, just so that + h;;g have a com-
plete understanding of the process by which you refreshed your recollec-
tion, you télked to Captain Fritz about this after you testified here on
Honday?

Mr, Sims, Yes, sir.

lr, Belin.,. What did he say and what did you say, if you remember?

Mp, Sims. I told him I couldn't remember for sure about who
brought the hulls up there to his orrice or what happened to the hulls,

and- then I talked to him,



21 -~ Sims ‘

Hr, Belin. What did he say?

Mr, %;ms. He said, t'Well, remémbsr I told you to get the.hulls
and bring them to the office,!?

And I talked to Boyd, my partner, and he said that Captain Fritz
had said that, too, so I remembered exactly about where I was when he
told me this.

Mr, Belin. In othe; words, Captain Fritz told you on Mondsy, thatx.
back on November_éE, he had told you to get the hulls? Is that what Cap-

- tain Fritz told you on this past Monday?

Mr., Sims, No, not the past Monday. Now this was -

Mr Belin.  well, today is Wednesday. Could it have been on Tuesday,

LS -

or Hondays _

Mr. Sims. I don't know if it was yesterday or Monday.

Mr. Belin. Was it either late Monday, April 6, or Tuesday, April 7¢

Mp, Sims., Yes,sir. - _ % *

Mr. Belin., That Captain Fritz told you thgﬁh?ack on November 22,
he had told you to get the bulls and bring them dowﬁ?

Mr, Sims. Yes, sir. .

Mr. Belkn. And you also discussed this with Detective Boyd either
8n April 6 orifm T2 ' ' ) '

ﬁ . Sims, Yes, _

Mp, Belin. You are nodding your head yes?

Mr. Sims. Yes." (p.185)

Sims séys he does recall independently pﬁttiﬁg the shells in an
envelope. All he will say of Fritz is that Fritz told him fo be certgin
to get the shells. His recollection wasn't completely refreshed, how;

ever:

"Mr, Belin. Do you remember whalt color envglope it was?

Hr, Sims. I believe it was a brown, something brown envelope.
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Mr, Belin. You are pointing to a brown manilla envelope on top
of the desk here? -

Mr, Sims, TYes, gir,

Hr, Belin. . Do you remember how big én envelope it was?

Mp., Sims. No, sir; I doﬁ't._ We have two different sizes, and L
don't remewmber what size.

HMr, Belin. Do you remember from whom you got the envelope?

Mp, Sims. Lieutenant Day had it. When he goes to a sceﬁe; he
has éhvelobes. -

Mr, Belin, Did Lieutenant Day or anyone else mee you put that
envelope in your poﬁkét?

Mr, Sims. I don't know if he saw me put the envelope in my pocket,
but he was there when I took possession of the hulls." (p.185)°
Sims also doesn't recall whether or not he initialed the hulls. (p.186)

Sims's contradictions about the hulls and the high science to which
he has elevated confusion leave me uncertain of my reoollectlon Larry.
I feel that the whole question of the empty cartridges is now completely
up in the air and that their status is puttigg considerable doubt by the
contradictory testimony about them. I aﬁ certain Sims! testimony is in
cc ntradiction to that of Day and Studebéker. I also think it is in con-
tradiction to his own testimony. Asked on p.l63 about these hulls and
Lt. Day, "Did he take charge of the hulls there?" Sims'! reply was his
usual one, "I don't know." The question is here rephrased and he repeats
essentially the same answer, and on'p.l62, falking abéut his departure
and Cgpt. Ffritzfs instructions to Johnson and Montgomery to stay near
the place where the hulls were located, he is asked, "Was this after
the pictures had been taken of the hullse?" His reply, "before Lieutenant

Day got wp there, I believe." This, he says, was before he went to where

the rifle was found. When Sims returned to the place where the hulls were
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pictures were still being‘made.

On the same page is a ststement from Sims that should certainly
indicaﬁe the correctness of my suspicion that a photograph should show -
the bag in question. He said, "Well, Lieutenant Day took a picture of
all the surrounding area there," with reference to the area to both the
right and the left of the window, The area to the left of the window
i1s so small, it is virtually impossible_to have a picture of it without
showing the bag. Hence, the bag must have been removed irmediately, or
the pictures were taken later_thgn other testimony has indicated. But
if Simé's testimony is correct, two policemen were responsible for the
security of the area. %

So the question of the bag is even more in the air; so is that of
the'empty cartride shells, These are two of the central pieces of in.
formation., Sims' mmm memorandum is in Vol. XXI, ﬁp.510~8.

_ All of the police of all categoriesin Dallas are unnecessarily and
consistently vague. Sheriff Decker had testified that the police mxm
provided him with transpprbtation fmm the hospital to the_Book Depository.
Sims says that it was his group, led by Caﬁt. Fritz, which took the sher-
iff back to the depository, arriving about 12:58 p.m. This memorandum
says that.Sims and Boyd, b;fore reaching.the top floor, "maﬁe a hurried
search along the front and west side windows (of the fifth floor) and
then went up to the sixth floor. Some officers stayed on-the sixth floor,
and we went up to the seventh floor and started to search along the front
‘windows, About that ﬁime someone yelled some empty hulls had been found
on the sixth floor ..." (p.511) -

The sequence of events he gives with respect to the finding and

photographing of the empty carteidges is different in this statement than

.it was in his subsequent testimony:
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"ee. Capt. Fritz, Simg, and Boﬁd went over to near the stairway
where one of the officers had called Capt, Fritz. Someone said thé gun
had been found., Capt. Fritz walked between a stack of books and ovef some
books #o where the gun was laying between some boxes ahd partically cowv-
ered by some paper. The gun was about 5 feet from the west wall and about
8 feet from the west stairway, Sims went bacﬁ to where Lt., Day was and
told him the gun had been found. Lt. Day or Det. Btudébaker,ﬁpok another
picture of the hulls snd said they had already taken pictures of the
scene., Sims picked up the empty hulls, and Lt. Day held an envelope opeﬁ

while Sims dropped them in the envelope, L%, Day then walked over to

where the rifle had been foudd. Det, Studebaker and Lt. Day took pic-

i
tures of fithe Pifle. Mr., Pankston of the F. B. I. and a Secret Service

agent were there at the time pictures were being made. We don't know
the Secret Service agent's name, My, Ellsworth and another officer from
Alcohol Tax Department were also there," (p.Z512)

There is also a different version of fthe search of Oswald, This
memorandum says that Boyd found the 5 live rounds of .38 caliber ammuni-

tion. (p.Slu)



