Oswaﬁ/i Play

Failsto Speed
London Pulse

LONDON, Nov. 9o “The
Silence . of Lee" Harvey Os-
wald,” a play about President
:Kennedy’s - accused: . assassin,
got lukewarm: reviews : today
at its world premiere. . .

‘The 2%-hour drama by Mi-
chael - Hastings; based ‘on the
26-volume Warren-. -Commis-
sion report 'and .interviews|
with - Oswald’s mother .- and
Russian-born wife, is. a de-
tailed study of. the slain Os-
wald’s character. °

‘Verbatim bre\akdowns 0£ the
two women’s statements were
cleverly used for episodes in

which the author tries to re-| _

construct Oswald’s’ domest:lc
life and quarrels. ' -

‘When key ‘points of the wit-
nesses’ replies were 'reached,
the .action®faded into one. of
the imaginary scenes. -

There were *short film - se-
quencies’ takenat the time of
the events and some stﬂls of
the' reallife characters — - in-
cluding President Kennedy. "

David Nathan of the Sun
said: “In -a “major sense, the:
play -'fails. - At the ‘end, we
know no more about Oswald
than any cursory reading of
evidence could bring.” = -

The Times said: “Oswald,
despite the exhaustive investi-
! gation ‘into his background, re-
mains an impenetrable figure.”

-Herbert Kretzmer of . the
Daily Express said:

“Oswald was a dour, humor-
less and violent man—beyond
his mother’s understanding,
beyond his wife’s, beyond Mr.
Ha‘shng s and beyond ours.”




