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On Hovember 22, 1963, Special Agents FRANCIS X. O'NEILL,
Jr. and JAMES ‘i, SIBERT witnessed the arrival of the President's
body on Air Force #1 at Andrews Air Force 3ase, They accompanied
the body in the “hite [louse motorcade to the Bethesda ilaval

lospital, Dethesda, Maryland. During the course of the subsequent.

autopsy or the President's body, which was witnessed by afore-
mentionad Agents, they spoke tc r. ROY KELLERYAN, Assistant
to the Azent in Charge of the White llouse Detail of the Secret
Service, and MYr. WILLIAY GREER, a Secret Service Agent who

was the chauffeur of the President's vehicle at the time of
the assination. Mr. KELLERMAH was also present in the presi-
dential vehicle, riding next to the driver at the time of the

sgassination.

1

Yr. XELLER'AN advised that as the ranking Sscret Service
Azent with the President's party, he was responsible for the
presidential security in Dallas. He stated the advanced
security arrangements made for this specific trip were the
nest stringent and thorough ever employed by the Secret Service
for the visit of a President to an American city.

He advised the presidential vehicle had just completed
traversing through a throng of people of approximately 250,000,
ancd he had just breathed a sizh of relief as they were approaching
an underpass.

He advised he heard a shot and immediately turned
aveund, looking pass Governor COWHALLY, who was seated
directly in back of him, to the President. He cbserved the
President slunp forward and heard him say, "Get me to a
hospital." Mr., XELLERMAN then heard Mrs, KINNEDY say, "Oh,
no!", as the President leaned tcwards her, He immediately
advised the driver to take the President ‘to the nearest nospital.
ie szid that from the time of the shootinz to the time they
cot to the hospital took approximately eisht minutes.

He stated he distinetly heard three shots. He advised
he cid not see the Rovernor get hit, nor did he observe the
second bullet hit the President.

‘Ir. KELLERMAN said that the President was breathinz
and sasping for breath on arrival at the hospital, but did
not appear to be conscious. SLMRTHID
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Special Azent GREER advised that he was at the wheel
of the president4ql limaousine which was carlving President KENNEDY
and his wife and Governor COHJALLY and his wife as well as
Special Agent KELLERAN. He advised that the throngs of people
were areat and that he had just emerzed from the congected
area of people and was proceeding into an open area of the
highway which a short distance away passed bensath an overnass.

GREEP stated that he first heard what he thouzht was
possibly a motorcycle backfire and glanced around and noticed
that the President had evidently been hit. He thereafter zot

on the radic and communicated with the other vehicles, stating

that they desired to 7zet the Fresident to the hespital immediztely.

GREER stated that at the time that tHis incident occurred,
he was traveliny at the rate of 12 mileg per hour and following
this incident ha "floored® +he liimousine, following the police
escort to the hospital. -lie estimated that it took him approximately
cizht minutes tc arvive at that lccation. GRLER stated that
they have always besn instructed to keep the mctarcade movinsg at
a considerable speed inasmuch as a moving car offers a much move
difficult tarzet than a vehicle traveling at a very slow sread.
tle pcinted out in this connection that on num2rous occasions
he has attempted to keep the car mcving at a rather fast rate,
but in view of the Presidentis vonularity and desire to maintain
close liaison with the peonle, he has, on occzasion, been instructed
by the President to "slow down,"

GREER statzd that he has been askinz himself if there
was anything he could have done to have avoided this incident,
but stated that things hapnened so fast tﬁat he cculd not acccount
for Fful. dev=lonments in this matter,
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He advised that he had already reczived instructions from
Director ROWLEY as to the presence of Bureau agents. It
.will te noted &fat aforementiones Burecau agents, Mr, ROY

CE)KELLERMAN, Mr QWILLIAM GREER and MrfghlLLIAM O'LEARY, Secret
Service agents, were the only personnel other than medical
personnel present during the autcpsy.

The following individuals attended the autopsy::

|or 4
Yyel @Adm. C, B, HOLLOWAY, U, S. Navy, Commanding Officer
of the U. S, Naval Medlical Center, Bethesda;

T Adm, BERKLEY, U. S. MNavy, the Iresident's personal
physician;

{ Commandey JAMES J. HUMES, Chief Pathologist, Bethesda
Naval Hospital, who conducted autopsgy;

!."

4 Capt, JAMES H. STCNER, JR., Commanding Officer, U, C.
Naval Medical School, Bethzsda; B

|© My . JOHN T. STRINGER, JR., Medizal photogrephor; —

« JAMES H. FBERSOLE;
1z LuOYD E. RAILHE;

% J. T. BOZWELL;

11 J. G. RUDNICKT;

(9 PAUL K. O'CONNOR;
& J. C. JENKINS;

1] JERROL F, CHESTER;
"% EDWARD F. REED;

4 JAMES METZ)ER.

a0
During the course of the autrpsy, Lt. Cel. P. FINCK, U. S.

Army Armed Forces Institute of Pathology, arrived to zssist

Commander HUMES in the autopsy. In adéition, Lt. Cmcr,
>1 GREGG CROSS and Captain DAVID %?BORNE, Chief of Surgery,
entered the autopsy room. <

23
Major General WEHLE, Commending Officer of U, S, Military
District, Washington, D.C., eniered the autopsy room to
zscertain from tne Secret Serviece arrangements concerning the
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traHSportafion of the Przsident's Lody hzaeck to the White House,

71 AMC CHESTER H. BUIERL., W, S I\avy, visited the autopsy roon

during the final stages of such to tyne receipts given py FBI
end Secret Service for items obtained,

At the termination of the auvbtcpsy, the follewing personnel
from Gawler's Funeral Home entered the autopsy room te
prepare the President's body for burial:

JOHN VAN HAESEN oy
EDWIN STROBLE %7 ;
THOMAS ROBINSON
M, HAGEN

29
Brigidier General GODFREY McHUGH, Air Force Military Aidd
to the Preaident, was aliso present, as was Dr. GEORGE BAKEMAN,

U. S. Navy. 2C

Arrangements were made ... for The perforrance of the autopsy
by . the U. S, Navy and Secret Service. -

The President's body was remc¢ved from the casket in which it
had been transported and was placed on the autopsy table, at
which time the complete bodv was wrapped in a 3hzet and the
head area contained an additional wrapping which was saturated
with blood. Following the removel of the wrapping, 1t was
ascertained that the President's clothing had teen removed

and 1t was also apparent that a tracheotomy had been performed,
as well as surgery of the head area, namely, in the top of

the skull. All persomnel with the exception of medicial
officers needed in the taking of photographs and X-Rays were
requested to lezave the autopsy room and remain in an adjacent

room.

Upon completion of X-Rays and photographs, the first incision
vas made at 8:15 p.m, X-Rays of the brain arez which were
developed and returned to the autcpsy room disclosed a path

of a missile which appeared to enter the back of the skull

and the path of the disintegrated fragments could be observed
clong the right gide of the skull. The largest section of
this missile as portrayed by X-Ray ovpeared to be behind the
right frontal sinus., The next largest frugnnnu appeared to

ke at the rear of the skull at the Juncture of the skull bone.

The Chief Paahologlstv;dvised approximately 40 particles of
disintegrated bullet and smudges indicated that the projectile

had fragmentized while passing thrcugh the skull region.
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During the autopsy insoection of the &rca cf the brain,

two fragments cf metal were removed by Dr. HUMES, namely.

cne fragment measuring 7 x 2 millimeters, which was removed

from the right sice of the bdrain. An additional frzgment of
metal measuring 1 x 3 millimevers was also removed from this y
area, both of which were placed in a2 glass jar containing a f
black metal top which were thereafter marked for identification ;i
and following the signing of a proper receipt were transported ¢
by Bureau agents to th2 FBI Laboratory.

During the latter stages of this autopsy, Dr. HUMES located
an opening which appearcd bto be a bullet hole which was below
the shoulders and two inghes to the right of the middle line

of the spinal column.

This opening vas proved by Dr. HUMES with the finger, at which
time it was determined that the treajectory of the missile
entering at this point had entered at a downward position of

45 to 60 degrees. Further probing determined that the distence
travelied by this missile was a short distarce inasmuch as the
end of the opening could be 121t with the finger.

Inasmuch as nn complete bullet of any size coulG be locatsd in
the brain arez and lilkewise no bullet could be lccated in the
back or any other area of the body as determined ty total

body X-Rays ané inspection revealing there was no point of
exit, the individuals performing the autopsy were at a loss

to explain why they could find no bullets.

A call was made by Bureau agents to the Firearms Section of

the FBI Lsboratory, at which time SA CHARLES L. KILLION advised
that the Laboratory had received through Secret Service -

Agent RICHARD JOHNSON a bullet which had reportedly been found
on a stretcher in the emergency room of Parkland Hospital,
Dallas, Texas. This sbtretcher had also contained a stethescopé
and pair of rubber gloves. Agent JOHNSON had advised the
Laboratory that it had not been ascertained whether or not

this was the strotcher which hzd been used to transport the
body of President KENNEDY, AgenS KILLION further described
this bullet as pertaining to a 6.5 millimeter rifle which

would be approximately a 25 caliber rifle and that thic bulilet
congisted of a copper alloy full jacket.

Immediately following receipt of thie information, this was
made avallable to Dr. HUMES who advised that in his opinion
this accounted for no bullet baing located which had entered
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the back regicn and that since external cardiazc massage had
been performed at Parikland Hospital, it was entirely possible
that through cuch moveneant the tullet had worked its yway

back out of the point of entry and had fallen on the
stretcher,

Also during the latter stages of the autopsy, a plece of the
sltull measuring 10 x 6.5 centimeters was brought' to Dr. HUMES
who was instructed c¢hat this had becn removed from the Presi-
dent's skull. Immediately this sesction of skull was X-Rayed,
at which time it was determined Ly Dr. HUMES that one cornér
of this section revealed minute metal particles and inspection
of this same avea disclosed a chipping of the top portion

of this p.ece, both of which indicated that this had been

the point of exit of the bullet entering ‘the skull region.

On the basis of the latter two developments, Dr. HUMES

stated that the pattern was clear that the one bullet had
entered the President's back and had worked 1its way out of the
body during external cardiac massage and that a second high
velocity bullet had entered the rear of the skull and had
fragmentized prior to exit through the top of the skull.

He further pcinted out that X-Rays had disclesed numerous
fractures in the cranial area which he attributed to the

force generated ty the impact of the bullet in its passage
through the brain area. He attributed the death of the President

to a gunshot wound in the head.

The following is a complete listing of photographs and X-Rays
taken by the medical authorities of the President's body.
They were turned over to Mr . ROY KELLERMAN of the Secret
Service. X-Rays were developed by the hospital, however,
the photographs were delivered to Secret Service undeveloped:

11 X-Rays

22 I x 5 cclor photographs

18 4 x 5 black and white photographs .

1 roll of 120 film cecntalnlng five exposures
Mr. KELLERMAN stated thesge items could be made available
to the FBI upon request. The portion of the skull measuring
10 x 6.5 cenbimeters was maintained in the custody of Dr.
EUMES who stated that it also could be made available for
further examination. The two metal fragments removed from
the braln area were hand carried by SAs SIBERT and O'NEILL
to the FBI Laboratory immediately following the autopsy and
were turned over to SA KURT FRAZIER.
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