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By FRANCIS X. O'NEILL JR. 

The recent conclusions or lack of 

conclusions released by the Select 

Committee on Assassinations could be 
used by consumer advocate and gov-

ernment watchdog Ralph Nader as a 
prime example of waste of govern-

ment time and money . . . $5.0 mil-
lion of hard earned taxpayers money. 

It was expended to conic up with a 

report that is so lacking in evidenti-

ary value, future generations will 

wonder at our capacity to place belief 

in any findings of subsequent congres-

sional committees. 
Is it unreasonable to expect con-

gressional committees to act in the 

best interest of the electorate and the 

government in following their quest 

for truth? Is it in the best interest of.  

the government to release such ridic-

ulous findings or does it, during this 

time of tense international diploma 

cy, give credence to the belief of 

many non-Americans that some of 

our congressmen are political hacks 

and ambitious opportunists? Is it the 

prerogative of our elected officials to 

disregard the findings of not only one 

bipartisan presidential commission 
but the findings of many subsequent 

inquiries and investigations by the 

Justice Department and the FBI, all 

of whichseaffirmed the original find-

ings proffered by the Warren Coin-

mission that (1) there is no credibles 

evidence that Lee Harvey Oswald was 

a part of a conspiracy and (2) three 

shots were fired at President Kenne-

dy from the Texas School Book Depo-

sitory Building, two of which struck 

him; unless there was substantial 

findings of fact to the contrary'? 
I'm sure that it one would look long 

enough, he would find conflicting 

ideas in some remote corners of this 

world as to who killed Jesus Christ, 

Abraham Lincoln, and, for that mat-

ter, Robert Kennedy. However, when 

the smoke of controversy has cleared 

the irrefutable, truth always shines 

forth. The facts cannot be altered in 

tail point of time. Mr. and Mrs. U.S. 

Citizen are the final judges of fact and 

the- conclusion reached by the Warren 
Cominissioq from the evidence sub- 

ridded to it are irrefutable. 

For one to believe in a conspiracy 
one must be ready to accept the 
premise that the most intelligent and 

dedicated men in government, in all 
three branches, for the past 15 years 

have been hoodwinked by a group or a 

single person, so celestially clever 

and so infinitely brilliant that all 

traces of a conspiracy have vanished. 

I'or the committee to place all its 

eggs in one basket, so to speak, on a 

tape recording of contestable origin 

wherein "experts" reach a conclusion 

that it is "possible" a fourth shot 

might have been tired — as possible 
indications of a conspiracy — is ab-
surd and demeans the .entire legisla-
tive branch of our government. 

'Pictures can be doctored, tape re-
cordings erased or added to, and ru-

mors Lake on the semblance of fact 

over the years, but the statement of 

eye witileSSes immediately subse----  

quent to the events themselves has, 

since the time of English Common 

Law, been interpreted in most cases 

as the best evidence. Any of us old 
enough to remember the tragic events 

of Nov. 22, 19113 can recall with pre-

cise detail where we were, what we 

were doing and what was said when 

we first heard of the presidential kW 
. 	• 
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Roy Kellerman and William.,Greerr_.  

the two Secret Service Agents in the' I., '  
car with President Kennedy that fate- . 

ful day, emphatically, specifically 

and irrevocably stated to me, six 

hours after the assassination, that 

three and only three shuts were fired. 

They heard them most distinctly. 

They repeated this testimony to me a 

few days later during interviews at. 

the White House. They were unequivo- 

cal in those statements. 

These men were trained investiga-

tors, used to hearing gunshots and in a 

position to best determine the direc-

tion and the number of shots fired 
y 

fice 

but most important they were there 

at the time. The majority of the per-
suns interviewed by the F.B.I. in what 

was the most comprehensive, meticu-
lous investigation in its outstanding 
history, concurred that only three 

shots were fired. True,' some persons 
in Dealey Plaza that day did say they 

thought there could have been four 

shots; however, the hard core, the pro-, 

fessionals, agree on three shots.  

If, and I use the term merely to il-

lustrate a point, an assassin was on 

the grassy knoll, as hypothesized by 

the committee, and fired at the presi-
dent, is it illogical to assume such a 

cleverly conceived conspiracy would 

have an expert shot at this location? 

And if not illogical, would not this ex- v. 

pert, since this presumably would be 
his only purpose in being there, have 

indeed shot the president if he fired? 
I can testify that no such bullet 

ever struck President Kennedy. I sat/ 

the president's body, assisted in talc, 

ing it 'from the casket at Bethesdk..  

was present during the entire autopsy 

and, at first hand, examined his 
wounds. There was no wound on Ida . 

body that could conceivably under 

any Condition come from any source 

other than above and in back 9f the 
president. 

This is not hearsay or the result of 

pseudo-scientific exarpination. Thie Is 

fact. I was there, and for someone tq 

theorize that the president could have 

been shot from anywhere other thad 

the rear is not worthy .of fprther disc , 
cession. 

The facts simply do not bear out 

such preposterous conclusions. Truth 

is siagular in nature and no mattes 

how bitter a pill it is for some people 

to swallow, the truth will never, 

change. Oswald 'killed Kennedy 
there is no credible evidence of a con-

spiracy. Facts indicate only -  
shots were fired. 	 ' 
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Frlialeia X. O'Neill Jr. -retired' 	, 

April as Assistant Special Ayer 

charge of the FBI 's Connectie 



The Agent is Wrong! 

While a relative newcomer to the 
position of culionts.siener of transpor-
tation, I have been active for litany 
years, most recently as president ul 

   t 
ice ut meow 

//AA,4/0 we A  /3/ freed  wok all 

The Jan. 18 op-ed article by lilt 
agent. Francis X. O'Neill Jr makes 
numerous false stutements about the 
assassination of President Kennedy, 
and raises questions about O'Neill's 
own role in the subsequent cover-up 
of the facts. 

O'Neill says that the Warren Re-
port reaffirmed the 1111's investiga-
tion of the murder. This is false, as 

' , O'Neill is fully aware. O'Neill neglect-
, , ed to mention in his article that alter 

he attended the autopsy of President 
Kennedy, he wrote 4 report in collab- 1 	• . qration with FBI agent James W. Si- 
bert that stand:, in sharp curio iiiiie 

.,lion with the Warren euttenissieti's 
• ' version of the president's wounds. ' ) • • 

' - Sibert and O'Neill stated that a but 
let struck the president below the 
shoulder blade, five inches below the 
collar line, and pnly penetrated tire 
back two or thri e inches. The lwu 

. agents reported t at the depth of the 
wound was so shallow that Dr James 
Humes, the autopsy surgeon, could 
feel the end of the bullet's penetration 
with his finger. O'Neill's report Of the 
shallow back wound was reported in 
the Dec. 18, 1963 edition of both the 
New York Times and the Washington 
Post. The Warren report however, 
says that the bullet entered five 
inches higher on the back of the presi- 

According to the position of the 
American Civil Liberties Union, as 
expressed on the op-ed page, Jan. 29, 
it would seem that those who favor 
abortion, and those who hold to a 
woman's right to choice, maintain 
that those of us who speak against 
abortion are proceeding from a reli-
gious point of view. This does not nec-
essarily follow. 

There are certain things that are 
moral which are totally apart from 
religion: This is particularly true 
when the word "religion" is used in a 
sectarian sense — such as Christian 
or Protestant, or Roman Catholic ur 
Jewish etc. There, are certain moral 
areas of life which transcend religion. 
Abortion is one of these areas, I be-
lieve. 

In our society there are certain 
rights which have been abrogated 

by the state, the most notable oh 
which is capital punishment. No per 

te, 	ii," lir.. 

Thu New Haven Line rail commut-
er service is another area of major 
concern. We have been subsidizing 
and improving this service since 1971. 
And, again, the investment has paid 
off in terms of increasing usage of the 

dent's neck, and that the bullet passed 
all the way through the body and went 
on to cause all of John C0111191101 
non-fatal wounds as well. 

O'Neill asserts that Secret Service 
agents Roy Kellerman and William 
Greer agree with the official version 
about the shots and the wounds. Ile 
neglected to mention that both men, 
also in attendance during the autopsy, 
testified before the Warren Commis-
sion that the back wound was five 
inches below the culler line and pene-
trated only a few Inches. O'Neill also 
neglected to mention that both agents 
testified that the filial Iwo shot:, Iliad 

JaPligliti-g2 Were §0.010110 together that 
They were right on top \of each other 
According to the F'lit's tests of the al-
leged murder weapon, it took a mini-
mum of 2.3 seconds to work the bolt 
and jerk the Irigger—withoul 

Finally, O'Neill is correct when he 
says that the statements of the eye-
witnesses immediately after the shoot-
ing is the best evidence. He is -wrong, 
however, in saying that it shows the 
official scenario to be. true. On the 
contrary, it shows that President Ken-
nedy was murdered by cross fire, 
with shots frum the front as well as 
f rum behind. 	 • 

Over two-thirds of the witnesses 

right has such a great consequence 
that no man can himself be judge and 
jury. I would hold that abortion.right7  
ly comes under this heading. The con-
sequences are so great and perva-
sive that no woman can take to her-
self the right to determine the' fu-
lure of our race and, to sonic extent, 
society. Abortion, willy-nilly, devel-
ops an altitude toward life which de-
means persons, which places ultimate 
values in the here-and-now and which 
takes little account of tire future. 

As to when a fetus becomes "viable 
human life" is to beg the question. 
There is no doubt that within hours of -
conception an egg and a sperm have 
begun to develop into a multi-cellular 
entity. Within days, any patholigist 
can recognize that "mass of cells" as 
being of the humati species — not a 
cat or a cow, but a human. IL is of the 
mother, and in the mother, and 'tour- • 
ished by the mother, but it is tesepa-
rale and dish Mel entity. Who can deny 

'' I •, 

— it goes to the heart of society and 
its future, indeed it is of the essence 
of law, order and justice. As such, its 
regulation and protection is of con-
cern to more than the woman herself. 
It is the concern of all of society, men 
and women alike, for we are indeed 
our brother's keeper and sustainer. 
No man lives unto himself but rather, 
unto one another. 

Let, us be dune with rights and 
With individualism and with caus-
es. Let us learn the realities of the 
brotherhood of all mankind, learn to 
bear one another's burdens and be 
done with selfishness and self-inter-
est. Murality transcends all of this 
and makes each of us responsible, in 
some degree, for all of the actions of 
mankind throughout the whole uni-
verse. 
• Abortion a religious Issue? No. 

Abortiou a "civil rights" issue? No. 
'Rather abortion is a moral issue in-
volving all of mankind, at all tinies,in,  
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questioned by the FBI and the Warren 
Commission about the direction of the 
shots said there were shots from the 
president's right front, front behind 
the stockade fence on the grassy 
knoll. Forty-two witnesses told the 
Warren Commission, either through 
testimony or sworn deposition, that 
shots came from the front. O'Neill 
also failed to mention that the doctors 
who examined the president's body 
right after the assassination told the 
press that he was struck by two bul- 
lets, both from the front 	lw faced.; 
his assailant(s). They told us one 
lel struck him in front pi the throat, 

W,g4lUmnati410rttlirnP10.  
The' throat woun was 

reported
ort As a 

wound of entrance by the New York. 
Times in six different reports after 
the assassination, while the wound in 
the head was reported as an entrance 
wound in the right temple through 
Dec. 16, 1963. 

The irreconcilable contradictions in 
the government's own facts developed 
over the years about this crime show 
that the need for the truth about the 
Kennedy assassination is us great 
today as it was on the afternoon of 
Nov. az 1983. 

Andrew 
NOrth Windham 

----Abortion Transcends RehgH.Qn 


